
   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

"If the world hates you, you know  
that it hated Me before it hated you.”   

--John 15:18 
 

 
 
 
 

THE LORD’S WORSHIP SERVICE  
SUNDAY, MAY 24, 2020  



ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 
Announcements 
 
Preparation for Worship 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP* 
Psalm 9:1-2 

Leader: I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will tell of all Your marvelous 
works.  

All: I will be glad and rejoice in You; I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.   

 

Gloria Patri*  
GLORIA PATRI (MEINKE)  Irreg. Charles Meineke, 1844 

“Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be 

world without end. Amen, amen.” 

 

PRAYER OF INVOCATION*  

 

Hymn of Praise*  “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  
TUNE:  AZMON C.M.  Charles Wesley, 1739; alt. 

 



 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  
Nicene Creed  

All: We believe in one God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things 
visible and invisible.   

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his father 
before all worlds, God of God, Light of light, very God of very God, begotten, not 
made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things were made; who 
for us and for our salvation came down from heaven., and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under 
Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and the third day he rose again according 
to the Scriptures., and ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father; and he shall come again with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.   

 And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified; who spoke by the prophets; and we believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and we 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and life in the world to come.  Amen.  

 

CONFESSION OF SIN  
Psalm 5:1-5, 7 

All: “Give ear to my words, O LORD, Consider my meditation.   Give heed to the voice 
of my cry, My King and my God, For to You I will pray.  My voice You shall hear in 
the morning, O LORD; In the morning I will direct it to You, And I will look up.  For 



You are not a God who takes pleasure in wickedness, Nor shall evil dwell with You.  
The boastful shall not stand in Your sight; You hate all workers of iniquity.  But as 
for me, I will come into Your house in the multitude of Your mercy; In fear of You I 
will worship toward Your holy temple.”  Hear now our silent confessions in Jesus’ 
name. 

 

SCRIPTURAL ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Isaiah 55:6-7 

Leader: Hear the good news! “Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while 
He is near.  Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; 
Let him return to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For 
He will abundantly pardon.” 

 

 WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING 
**We ask that for the time being you send your tithe checks by mail to our treasurer 

Psalm 4 
TUNE: PENITENCE 11.11.11.11. “In the Hour of Trial” 

Answer when I call, O God who justifies.  
In my stress You freed me; hear in grace my cries.  
Sons of men, how long will you my glory shame?  

Will you love what’s worthless? Will lies be your aim? 

Know the LORD His saints has set apart in grace,  
and the LORD will hear me when I seek His face.  

Tremble in your anger, yet from sin depart.  
On your bed in silence speak within your heart. 

May you sacrifice now sacrifices just.  
In Jehovah only placing all your trust.  

“Who will show us goodness?” many people say;  
the light of Your face, LORD, lift on us, we pray. 

You have given my heart greater joy by far  
Than when grain and new wine most abundant are.  

So in peace I lie down; I will rest and sleep,  
For, O LORD, You only will me safely keep. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER 
All: “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 



our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.” 

 

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 
Psalm 109:1-5, 26-31 

Leader: Do not keep silent, O God of my praise!   

All: For the mouth of the wicked and the mouth of the deceitful Have opened against me; 
They have spoken against me with a lying tongue.   

Leader: They have also surrounded me with words of hatred, And fought against me 
without a cause.   

All: In return for my love they are my accusers, But I give myself to prayer.   

Leader: Thus they have rewarded me evil for good, And hatred for my love.  

All: Help me, O LORD my God! Oh, save me according to Your mercy,    

Leader: That they may know that this is Your hand -- That You, LORD, have done it!    

All: Let them curse, but You bless; When they arise, let them be ashamed, But let Your 
servant rejoice.   

Leader: Let my accusers be clothed with shame, And let them cover themselves with their 
own disgrace as with a mantle.   

All: I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth; Yes, I will praise Him among the 
multitude.    

Leader: For He shall stand at the right hand of the poor, To save him from those who 
condemn him.   

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING 
Numbers 1:20-54 

Now the children of Reuben, Israel's oldest son, their genealogies by their families, by their 
fathers' house, according to the number of names, every male individually, from twenty years 
old and above, all who were able to go to war:  21those who were numbered of the tribe of 
Reuben were forty-six thousand five hundred.  22From the children of Simeon, their 
genealogies by their families, by their fathers' house, of those who were numbered, according 
to the number of names, every male individually, from twenty years old and above, all who 
were able to go to war:  23those who were numbered of the tribe of Simeon were fifty-nine 
thousand three hundred.  24From the children of Gad, their genealogies by their families, by 
their fathers' house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all 
who were able to go to war:  25those who were numbered of the tribe of Gad were forty-five 
thousand six hundred and fifty.  26From the children of Judah, their genealogies by their 



families, by their fathers' house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old 
and above, all who were able to go to war:  27those who were numbered of the tribe of Judah 
were seventy-four thousand six hundred.  28From the children of Issachar, their genealogies 
by their families, by their fathers' house, according to the number of names, from twenty 
years old and above, all who were able to go to war:  29those who were numbered of the tribe 
of Issachar were fifty-four thousand four hundred.  30From the children of Zebulun, their 
genealogies by their families, by their fathers' house, according to the number of names, from 
twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:  31those who were numbered of 
the tribe of Zebulun were fifty-seven thousand four hundred.  32From the sons of Joseph, the 
children of Ephraim, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers' house, according to 
the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war:  
33those who were numbered of the tribe of Ephraim were forty thousand five hundred.  
34From the children of Manasseh, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers' house, 
according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go 
to war:  35those who were numbered of the tribe of Manasseh were thirty-two thousand two 
hundred.  36From the children of Benjamin, their genealogies by their families, by their fathers' 
house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all who were 
able to go to war:  37those who were numbered of the tribe of Benjamin were thirty-five 
thousand four hundred.  38From the children of Dan, their genealogies by their families, by 
their fathers' house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, all 
who were able to go to war:  39those who were numbered of the tribe of Dan were sixty-two 
thousand seven hundred.  40From the children of Asher, their genealogies by their families, 
by their fathers' house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old and above, 
all who were able to go to war:  41those who were numbered of the tribe of Asher were forty-
one thousand five hundred.  42From the children of Naphtali, their genealogies by their 
families, by their fathers' house, according to the number of names, from twenty years old 
and above, all who were able to go to war:  43those who were numbered of the tribe of 
Naphtali were fifty-three thousand four hundred.  44These are the ones who were numbered, 
whom Moses and Aaron numbered, with the leaders of Israel, twelve men, each one 
representing his father's house.  45So all who were numbered of the children of Israel, by their 
fathers' houses, from twenty years old and above, all who were able to go to war in Israel --  
46all who were numbered were six hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty.  47But 
the Levites were not numbered among them by their fathers' tribe;  48for the LORD had 
spoken to Moses, saying:  49 "Only the tribe of Levi you shall not number, nor take a census 
of them among the children of Israel;  50"but you shall appoint the Levites over the tabernacle 
of the Testimony, over all its furnishings, and over all things that belong to it; they shall carry 
the tabernacle and all its furnishings; they shall attend to it and camp around the tabernacle.  
51"And when the tabernacle is to go forward, the Levites shall take it down; and when the 
tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites shall set it up. The outsider who comes near shall be put 
to death.  52"The children of Israel shall pitch their tents, everyone by his own camp, everyone 
by his own standard, according to their armies;  53 "but the Levites shall camp around the 
tabernacle of the Testimony, that there may be no wrath on the congregation of the children 
of Israel; and the Levites shall keep charge of the tabernacle of the Testimony."  54Thus the 
children of Israel did; according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so they did.   



NEW TESTAMENT READING  
1 Corinthians 11:2-16 

Now I praise you, brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the traditions just 
as I delivered them to you.  3But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the 
head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.  4Every man praying or prophesying, 
having his head covered, dishonors his head.  5But every woman who prays or prophesies 
with her head uncovered dishonors her head, for that is one and the same as if her head were 
shaved.  6For if a woman is not covered, let her also be shorn. But if it is shameful for a woman 
to be shorn or shaved, let her be covered.  7For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, 
since he is the image and glory of God; but woman is the glory of man.  8For man is not from 
woman, but woman from man.  9Nor was man created for the woman, but woman for the 
man.  10For this reason the woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because 
of the angels.  11Nevertheless, neither is man independent of woman, nor woman 
independent of man, in the Lord.  12For as woman came from man, even so man also comes 
through woman; but all things are from God.  13Judge among yourselves. Is it proper for a 
woman to pray to God with her head uncovered?  14Does not even nature itself teach you that 
if a man has long hair, it is a dishonor to him?  15But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to 
her; for her hair is given to her for a covering.  16But if anyone seems to be contentious, we 
have no such custom, nor do the churches of God. 

 

Psalm of Preparation* “Psalm 3“ 
TUNE: NEW BRITAIN CM  “Amazing Grace”, Based on the Scottish Psalter, 1650 

O LORD, how are my foes increased! Against me many rise. 
How many say, “In vain for help He on his God relies!” 

You are my shield and glory, LORD; You lifted up my head. 
I cried out, “LORD!” and from His hill To me His answer sped. 

I lay down, slept, and woke again The LORD is keeping me. 
I will not fear ten thousand men Entrenched surrounding me. 

Arise, O LORD! Save me, my God! You punish all my foes. 
You smite the face of wicked men, their teeth break with your blows. 

Deliverance is from the LORD, Salvation His alone! 
O let Your blessing evermore Be on Your people shown! 

 

SERMON 

John 15:18-25  “Expectations” Pastor Marc Miller 
18  " If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you.   



19 "If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are 
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates 
you.   

20 "Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not greater than his 
master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My 
word, they will keep yours also.   

21 "But all these things they will do to you for My name's sake, because they do 
not know Him who sent Me.   

22 "If I had not come and spoken to them, they would have no sin, but now they 
have no excuse for their sin.   

23 "He who hates Me hates My Father also.   
24 "If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would 

have no sin; but now they have seen and also hated both Me and My Father.   
25 "But this happened that the word might be fulfilled which is written in their law, 

'They hated Me without a cause.' 
 

Sermon Notes: 

• Point 1   

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Point 2   

 

 

 

 



• Point 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hymn of Response* “O Church Arise” 
Copyright © 2004 Thankyou Music Stuart Townend & Keith Getty  

O Church, arise, and put your armour on; Hear the call of Christ our Captain. 
For now the weak can say that they are strong In the strength that God has given. 

With shield of faith and belt of truth, We'll stand against the devil's lies; 
An army bold, whose battle-cry is Love, Reaching out to those in darkness. 

Our call to war, to love the captive soul But to rage against the captor; 
And with the sword that makes the wounded whole, We will fight with faith and valour. 

When faced with trials on every side We know the outcome is secure, 
And Christ will have the prize for which He died, An inheritance of nations. 

Come see the cross, where love and mercy meet, As the Son of God is stricken; 
Then see His foes lie crushed beneath His feet, For the Conqueror has risen! 

And as the stone is rolled away And Christ emerges from the grave, 
This victory march continues till the day Every eye and heart shall see Him. 

So Spirit, come put strength in every stride, Give grace for every hurdle, 
That we may run with faith to win the prize Of a servant good and faithful. 

As saints of old still line the way, Retelling triumphs of His grace, 
We hear their calls and hunger for the day When with Christ we stand in glory.  

 

BENEDICTION* 

* --Please stand if able  
CCLI # 174248 
  



Prayer Requests 
§ This week’s WEPCA Missionaries: The Williams Family 
§ Pray for our covenant children 
§ Pray for our elders 
§ Pray for those dealing with physical ailments  
§ Pray for our Nation’s leaders   
§ Pray for God’s all sufficient grace to be known in all our lives  

Announcements   
§ The session has decided to cancel the formal church meetings for the time 

being given the current circumstances.  We are planning to livestream the 
worship service starting at 11 a.m. Sunday mornings until further notice.  The 
livestream link can be found at www.wepca.org.  We will still record the sermon 
and upload it on the website too.   

§ The session wants to exhort the church family to continue to lift one another up 
in prayer, check on one another, and if you need anything please call Pastor 
Marc or one of the elders.  This is a great opportunity to show our love for one 
another is real ways!   

§ We will be having a prayer meeting over Zoom on Wednesday evenings 
starting at 8:30 p.m.  All are encouraged to attend.   

Gym Volunteers 
**Postponed for the time being  
Nursery/Childcare  

§ If at all possible, we want families to worship together. But, at times, it may be 
necessary, for the orderliness and edification of the church, to utilize the 
nursery in the library, which is equipped with chairs and a sound system 

 



 



WELCOME! 
If you are visiting our church today we welcome you to our worship service and Christian 
community. There are a few things that we would like you to know about West Erie 
Presbyterian Church.  
 

• We are Historically Reformed.  
o This means that we believe in the inspired and inerrant Word of God.  
o This means we believe in the absolute sovereignty of God. 
o This means we hold to a covenantal framework of Scripture. 
o This means that we believe that salvation is a free gift of God. 

• We are Community Oriented.  
o We seek to share the only hope that this world has: that is the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ. 
o We seek to be a church that is salt and light to the community around us 

and fulfill the Great Commission.  
• We are Confessional. 

o As a Christian church, ancient statements such as the Apostles’ Creed 
and the Nicene Creed help us to confess certain basic and essential 
truths of the Christian faith.  

o As a Presbyterian church, our confessional or doctrinal standards consist 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith and the Westminster Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms (copies of these documents are available from the 
church).  

o All of these statements are under the authority of Scripture. 
 
We thank you for visiting today! If you have any questions regarding our style of worship 
please feel free to ask the pastor or one of our elders. We would be happy to talk with 
you. Also, we would ask you to stay after and enjoy the fellowship of our Christian 
community. West Erie Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church 
in America (www.pcanet.org).  
 

Meeting at Community Country Day School 
5800 Old Zuck Road 

Erie, PA 16506 
Phone: (814) 504-6513 

E-mail: westeriepca@gmail.com 
www.wepca.org 


