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BAPTISM CLASS 
 
WHAT BAPTISM IS NOT: 

1. Is not salvation 
a. Romans 3:28 

2. Is not required for salvation 
a. Example: Thief on the cross 
b. John 14:6; Ephesians 2:8-9 

 
 
WHAT IS BAPTISM? 
(Taken from the 1689 LBCF Ch. 29) 
 

1. An ordinance or sacrament (a sacred command from Jesus) 
a. “Baptism is an ordinance of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ.”  

Matt. 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

2. A sign pointing to our new birth into God’s family 
a. “To those baptized it is a sign  

 
This sign is connected to a significant event and spiritual change to the believer.  
Illustration of signs connect to events:  

• 4th of July 
• 9/11 

 
As a sign, Baptism points the believer back to:  
1) “their fellowship with him in his death and resurrection” 
2) “their being grafted into him” 
3) “remission of sins.” 
 
Rom. 6:3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were 
baptized into his death? 
Rom. 6:4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
Rom. 6:5 ¶ For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. 
Col. 2:12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 
through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 
 
Gal. 3:27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. 
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As a sign, Baptism points the believer towards:  
 
1) “submitting themselves to God through Jesus Christ to live and walk in newness of life.” 

Rom. 6:4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 
might walk in newness of life. 

Illustrations: 
• Wedding ring 
• Team jersey 

 
 
WHO SHOULD BE BAPTIZED? 
 
2. Those who personally profess repentance toward God and faith in and obedience to our Lord 
Jesus Christ are the only proper subjects of this ordinance. 

Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were 
added that day about three thousand souls. 

Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the 
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men 
and women. 

Acts 18:8 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the Lord, together 
with his entire household. And many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed 
and were baptized. 

 
HOW SHOULD WE ADMINISTER BAPTISM? 
 
3. The outward element to be used in this ordinance is water, in which the individual is to be 
baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 8:38. 
  
4. Immersion, or dipping of the person in water, is necessary for this ordinance to be 
administered properly. 
Matthew 3:16; John 3:23. 
 
1869 LBCF Chapter 28 - Baptism and the Lord's Supper: 
 
2. These holy appointments are to be administered only by those who are qualified and called 
to administer them, according to the commission of Christ. 
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Matthew 28:19; 1 Corinthians 4:1. 
 
Why is this important? 
1) Christ commissioned it to the church, not individuals. 

a) Prevent false professions 
b) Prevent confusion 
c) Provides accountability and protection 

2) Those who are baptized are added to the church as believers  
a) Acts 2:41 So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day 

about three thousand souls. 
3) Benefits to other believers who observe 
 
 
BAPTISM AS A MEANS OF GRACE 
 
1) Reminder of what the Spirit has done in and to us 
 
Heb. 10:22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled 
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
Heb. 10:23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful. 
 
2) To strengthen our faith  
 
Rom. 6:3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death? 
Rom. 6:4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
Rom. 6:5 ¶ For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. 
Rom. 6:6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 
brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 
Rom. 6:7 For one who has died has been set free from sin. 
Rom. 6:8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 
Rom. 6:9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer 
has dominion over him. 
Rom. 6:10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 
Rom. 6:11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
 
 
“REMEMBER YOUR BAPTISM” 
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1Pet. 3:21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the 
body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
1Pet. 3:22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 
and powers having been subjected to him. 
 
LCMS devotional:  
 
“What does your Baptism mean to you? How often do you think of your Baptism? Do you 
faithfully apply your Baptism to your every day living? Is your Baptism a source of peace and joy 
and strength? Let me quickly point-out a couple of ways in which your Baptism can be a special 
source of wonderful help and confront to you.  
 
Let us say that things aren’t going well for you in the home or at work or wherever. You feel 
pressured and perplexed. You become discouraged and despondent. You begin to feel alone, 
helpless, deserted. But wait a minute! You have been baptized into the family of God! You are 
His! He loves you! He is going to see you through. He has promised that, and He keeps His 
promises. You are His child. He has laid down His life for you. Take heart, in Christ your Lord and 
Savior there is help and there is hope. Remember, you have been baptized into His name most 
holy. 
 
And here is another way in which your Baptism can be a wonderful source of help and strength. 
Let us say that you are tempted to think or to say or do something that is not in accord with the 
holy will of God. But then you recall your Baptism. You remember who you are and to Whom 
you belong. Recalling your Baptism, in the strength of Him Who has all power in heaven and 
earth, you resolve: “I cannot do that or say that or even think that. I am God’s child. I belong to 
Him.” In humble, fervent prayer you enter His outstretched arms pleading for His mercy and 
strength and you know “God will take care of you, God will take care of you.” 
 
 


