
Saturday, Nov. 21st & Sunday, Nov. 22nd - Kids’ Sermon Notes - Discussion & Questions 

|Mark 14: 66-72| - “Peter’s Denial & Ours” - Sermon by Senior Pastor, Kevin Flannery 

 66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came by. 67 When 
she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him. 
“You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said. 
68 But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he said, and went out into the entryway. 
69 When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, “This fellow is one of them.” 70 Again 
he denied it.  
After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.”  
71 He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about.”  
72 Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: 

“Before the rooster crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and wept. - Mark 14:66-72 

I. Family Ice breaker:  Questions??? 
 

➢ What are you most thankful this Thanksgiving season?   

➢ What is your favorite Thanksgiving food?   
 

➢ Read Mark 14:66-72 together. 
 

II. Questions & Applications for Discussion with your kids: 
 

Jesus has been arrested and He is in the house of the high priest Caiaphas (John 18:13-14) and in front of the whole 

Sanhedrin.   In our previous reading, they all condemned Him for blasphemy when He answered them that He is the 

Christ, the Son of the Blessed One and He will soon be sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and coming onto the 

clouds of heaven! 

Peter followed Jesus to the courtyard of the High Priests’ house… 

 

A. What stood out to you from these passages?  
 

B. Read together Mark 14:32-42 and see how Peter prayed too little. 

Pastor Kevin said that prayer demonstrates WHO we are confident in. Lack of prayer also 

demonstrate WHO we are confident in – may be ourselves?! 

• How do you handle difficult situations and WHO do you rely on? 
 

C. Peter boasted too much.  Read together Mark 14: 27-31 and note how Peter had too much confidence 

in himself (pride).   

When we pray too little, we are more inclined to boast or draw too much attention to ourselves.   
 

• Have there been times recently that you have boasted or wanted to boast about yourself to 

another? 

 

• Look at the three challenges to Peter’s knowledge of Christ and how he denied the knowledge 

each time.  How did his denials grow incrementally with each subsequent response?  



 

D. Review Mark 14: 53-65 from last week.  Pastor Kevin said that “while Jesus faithfully confesses His 

identity as the Messiah and Son of God before the powerful and potentially lethal Sanhedrin, Peter 

cowardly denies before a simple servant girl that he even knows Jesus.  Yet as Peter was failing Jesus…. 

Jesus was succeeding for him.  It is true that as we are failing Jesus, He is standing in for us and paying 

for our sins.” 
 

• Is there an area where you feel like you did not measure up or failed this week?  How does 

knowing Jesus advocacy/love/forgiveness for you …even when you fail… help your heart to 

heal?   

If we think we are not all that bad, the idea of grace will never change us. Change comes by 

seeing a need for a Savior and getting one.  - Tim Keller  

 

E. The faithlessness of Peter, the nature of his three denials increases in intensity each time. First, he gives 
a simple denial to a single maid who claims that he was “with” Jesus. Second, he denies to the maid and 
a group of bystanders that he was “one of them.” Finally, he denies with a vehement oath to a group of 
bystanders that he was “one of them.”    
It is worth remembering that according to Mark, Peter was the first disciple called to Jesus’ side (1:16-
20) and the first who confessed that Jesus was the Messiah (8:29). 
 

Read Mark 16: 7.    See how the words communicate grace and restoration to Peter. “But go, tell his 

disciples and Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you will see him, just as he told you.’   

John’s gospel in chapter 21 records what happened to Peter after the resurrection.  Three times in this 

powerful dialogue Jesus asks Peter a variation of the simple question: “Do you love me?”  Each time 

Peter responds in the affirmative, to which Jesus says, “Feed my sheep.”   

Sometimes, in following Jesus, we find ourselves in situations that we never would have chosen 

ourselves, situations in which we are way over our head.  We do not even know how we got there, and 

once there, we are clawing at anyone and everyone to try to get out.  We look back at those times and 

we cry out to God, wondering why He ever let us get in that place to begin with. 

Isn't it odd that Jesus isn't surprised at our failure or sin.  He knows what we are capable of, even if we 

do not.  He knows that we will be a screw up.  And he is not disappointed in us or heap more guilt on us 

than we do ourselves.  He just picks us up, dusts us off, and say, "Okay, let's do better next time, okay?" 

 

In following Jesus, we WILL fail.  We need to expect that.  Jesus sometimes demands more than we can 

give - or we demand more for ourselves than Jesus asks.  Failure is part of the process.  Through it we 

can both learn our own limitations and Jesus' mercy. 

• Are you turning to Jesus, confessing your sins, and allowing Him to restore you?   

Application:     
-How does it feel to do wrong? 
-How does it feel to know that God forgives? 

 
By Katerina Simbo 
Children’s Ministry Director 


