
Kids’ Sermon Questions | February 21, 2021 

Senior Pastor, Kevin Flannery - “Mysterious-Outrageous Mercy:  Go-NO!”  
Jonah 1: 1-3a 
 

I. Family Ice breaker:  Questions? 
 

• Name and describe an area of responsibility that you procrastinate or avoid doing?  What do you 
tend to do instead?  

 
 

II. Read scripture passage Jonah 1:1-3b together. 

 

1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, 
because its wickedness has come up before me.” 
3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish… - Jonah 1:1-3 

 

 

III. Questions & Applications for Discussion with your kids: 

 
 Context Summary: 

Jonah is a prophet of the northern kingdom of Israel in about the 8th century BC.  The Book of Jonah focuses on 

God’s mercy toward a foreign people and the reluctant prophet He sent to them.  

 

A. Read verse 1.  

• Who told Jonah what to do? 

  

There is no record of just how God spoke to Jonah, but God indeed spoke to him and Jonah recognized the validity 

of God's message. 

 

B. Read verse 2.   

• Where does God want Jonah to go and why? 

 

God asks him to go to Nineveh, the capital of the Assyrian empire. God calls it great, not concerning its extent only, 

but its power. God also calls the city wicked, an abominable way of living.  

 

Pastor Kevin said on Sunday that God uses imperative language with a sense of urgency/immediacy:  Jonah arise, 

Go!  It was totally unexpected for a Jewish prophet to be asked to go outside of Israel to preach to a Gentile city. 

Unparalleled!  What was even more alarming about this request was to preach to Nineveh!  Nineveh was an ancient 

Assyrian city in what is today northern Iraq.  The Assyrians were the hated enemies of Israel.  They were like the 

Nazis of the 8th century B.C. and were known for extreme brutality toward their enemies. 

 

 

- Pastor Kevin asked us on Sunday to put ourselves in Jonah’s place and imagine being called to go and preach 

a word of grace, forgiveness, and mercy to the most reprehensible people you have ever encountered.   

 

• Who would be your “Assyrians”? 

 

 

 



  
 

C. Read verse 3. 

• What did Jonah decide to do? 

 

So, Jonah acted, as people often do, but not according to God ‘s commands. God commanded him to go to Nineveh, 

which lay northeast from his home, and he instantly set himself to flee to the then furthermost west. Holy Scripture 

sets the rebellion before us in this verse; “The word of the Lord came unto Jonah, go to Nineveh, and Jonah rose 

up;.” He “rose up,” not to obey, but to disobey; and that, not slowly nor irresolutely, but “to flee, from” standing 

“before the Lord.” He renounced his office! To think that Jonah hoped to hide in the sea and flee from God was 

altogether absurd and ignorant. Jonah knew all this better than anyone, that, planning his flight, he changed his 

place but did not flee God. No man can ever do that. 

 

He must have really hated the people of Nineveh to disregard God’s command and he had good reasons (religious, 

nationalistic)!  But the book of Jonah addresses what God thinks of those of us who are recipients of divine grace 

who refuse to extend it to other undeserving souls based on reasoned principles.  

Jonah challenges us to make sure that the God we worship is not just a mirror image of our own ideological 
prejudices.  His love and grace extend to ALL peoples. 
 

 

Pastor Kevin illustrated forgiveness of an enemy with the powerful story of Corrie Ten Boom.  If you have time 
and would like to replay this video clip for discussion it can be located here: https://vimeo.com/250767723 - The 
part where Nicky Gumbel talks about Corrie Ten Boon forgiving a Nazi guard is at the 24:50--27:15-minute 
spot. 
 

 

• Jonah teaches us God’s mercy toward a Gentile nation who was an enemy of Israel. This shows God is merciful 
toward all people—even those who act as enemies of His own people. Jonah also teaches God’s love for His 
servants, even those who are hesitant to do His will.   
   
- Pray that our hearts are loving and kind for all the peoples of the world no matter who they are. 
 

 Application:  
-  Did you know that Jesus mentioned Jonah in his teachings?  Read Matthew 12:38-41 
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