FEBRUARY 2021

IN WAYNE & BEYOND
Love God, Love Others, Get Equipped & Serve the World

Letter from the Pastor
by Pastor Kevin
Dear church family,
It is great to be in 2021 and looking forward to normalizing church life more
and more over the coming months. The pandemic has reinforced just how good
and pleasant it is for us to be the gathered church. Two things I’d like to
highlight:
Survey update: Thanks to all of you who participated in our survey (493
people!). We are currently compiling the data that will help to minister to our
congregation and community. The great response has made this a big job; a
shared report is coming soon. Here is a sample of the type of information the
survey is giving us:
1. 50% of those surveyed are participating in a community group;
2. 77% were ‘satisfied/very satisfied’ with COS’s response to COVID (12%
were ‘somewhat’ satisfied and 11% were ‘not at all’ satisfied). We are
crunching many categories (e.g., when people will feel ready to return to
in-person, and how we can help those who are struggling with some of the
unhealthy coping strategies that COVID surfaced). Once again, thank you
for your participation. Your voice is important!
Perspectives course: From February 4 to May 6, 2021, 7 to 9:30 p.m., Church of
the Saviour will be hosting a virtual Perspectives Course on Thursday nights.
Fran Patt with FrontierVentures is running point on this.
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Letter from the Pastor
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Letter from Mark Memoli
Alpha
Perspectives
Sanctuary Update
GriefShare

Why Perspectives? God has a "world-sized" role for every Christian in His global purpose. Whether
people go to distant countries or stay at home is a secondary issue; primary is what most people are
hungry to discover: vision to live a life of purpose. Discovering that vision makes this course valuable,
and perhaps crucial, for any and every Christian. Because we believe in the value of this course, COS is
offering an additional discount to our people beyond what is listed on the Perspectives website.
Contact Debra G., our Global Outreach Associate, at debrag@coswayne.org
for more information. For additional information and/or to register, click here.
Until all have heard,

Senior Pastor

Please note this change to Church of the Saviour's text messages for campus
information: Future notices will come from 833-744-9334 (no longer 313131).
–•–•–•–•–•–
We welcome and encourage your questions & feedback: info@coswayne.org
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Kids Ministry in the Spotlight
by Katerina Simbo
Last year was quite challenging. We had to stretch ourselves, learn new tools and figure out
different ways to do life, work, school and ministry. As we are tiptoeing into the new year, the
saying goes: “I don't know what tomorrow holds, but I know who holds tomorrow.” Our mission is
to glorify God by making young disciples of Jesus Christ out of the children entrusted in our care—
equipping, inspiring and helping them grow, to know and love Jesus. Children need a firm
foundation in Chris the church leaders of tomorrow; it is essential to raise a generation of children
who know their worth in Christ and that they are loved.
Among the 2020 highlights…
AWANA, our Bible-based evangelism and discipleship ministry, continued virtually throughout
the spring on Zoom, with our closing and award ceremony featuring 80 participants (parents &
kids).
On October 31st, we had a three-hour, safe and fun outdoor family Fall Fest, a great
collaboration of our ministry staff and outreach event—attended by over 250 people—to our
COS families, Wayne neighbors/community and friends.
Our Family Resource webpage and Facebook page are active and updated weekly.
At our Christmas Gift Bag Drive-Thru, age-appropriate (nursery to 5th grade) gift bags were
prepared by our staff for all of our COS families!
Highlights for 2021…
Our staff team is planning for
this year’s summer camps,
with registration open soon!
Online Sunday school classes
are on Zoom for preschool &
elementary kids. Miss Janice,
our nursery coordinator, has
been posting videos on
Facebook for our young
families (Bible Stories with
Miss Janice)!
Our Sunday School Activity-Bag Drive-Thru is a virtual program for COS families that provides
lesson activities each Sunday that they can do at home.
Consider joining our team serving once or twice a month as a Sunday school teacher, aide,
hallway monitor, AWANA teacher/aide, summer-camp counselor, assistant, creative artist, musician
and more! We get the opportunity to love kids every week, develop meaningful
relationships with them and lay a strong foundation for the next generation. We love serving sideby-side with you in Jesus’ name!
Katerina Simbo
Kids Ministry Director
katerinas@coswayne.org

Dear Church of the Saviour family,
It is with sadness in my heart that I retire from my position as
Buildings and Grounds Manager. I have enjoyed volunteering and
working at COS for over 40 years, and will truly miss being part of the
ministry here.
I came to the Wayne area in 1974 to live with my mom after
recommitting my life to Christ while in Texas. Not long after arriving, I
heard about a new church that had started and began attending COS
worship services at T/E Junior High School in Berwyn. My wife Margi
—whom I met at the 20-something gatherings—and I were married
by Alan Hlavka in 1976. Then at the groundbreaking ceremony for our
current campus, I realized I could use the talents God had given me for
His kingdom work right here. I was blessed with the opportunity to
volunteer and work with so many of His saints and no less than 13
individual leaders during the course of my employment. Every one of
them was ordained by God to serve His church, and all of them taught
me how to become a better Christian. The more I search, read and
meditate on God's Word, the more I realize how much I still need to
learn and to grow.
Thank you for being such faithful colaborers all these years. It is my hope and
prayer that you continue to fear God and
obey Him, not just here on campus, but
out there in the wider world. I may be
retiring, but I'm not finished working! To
God be all the glory for what He has done
and is still doing.
In Christ's love,
Mark Memoli

MONTHLY COS NEWSLETTER

Alpha: Exploring the Bigger Questions in Life
Now more than ever people are asking the bigger questions in life: Why am I here? Why is all this
happening? What is my purpose? What can I do? Alpha is a 10-week course to explore the
Christian faith in a relaxed environment with others who are also exploring Christianity. Run
worldwide, it is designed for people outside a church setting to come and have a conversation
about life and faith; everyone is welcome.
The winter season of Alpha is off to a great start. With two sessions now completed, there are 71
participants, comprising six small breakout groups. Although the primary audience for Alpha is
nonbelievers, there is something for everyone who participates in the program because it explores
the key tenets of our faith and questions that are important to all Christians.
Alpha’s format comprises a series of videos created around the important questions for which
Christianity alone—and specifically faith in Jesus Christ—can satisfy:
Session one on January 12th focused on the question: Is
there more to life than this? This is a great foundational
question, one that we’ve all asked and that many people all
over the world are still asking. Ultimately, Alpha seeks to
provide The Answer to those who are still searching.
Session two followed up that first question with: Who is
Jesus? It explored the vast evidence of the historical bases
for Jesus’ existence and the claims he made.
Prayer matters and, because it is such an essential component of the Alpha ministry, a team of elders will be
gathering each Monday evening to pray specifically for Alpha. The objective is to bathe the Alpha Ministry in
prayer, most importantly our guests who may be hearing the Good News for the first time.
For more information, we welcome your emails at alpha@coswayne.org.
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PERSPECTIVES

SANCTUARY
UPDATE

GRIEFSHARE

This 15-week life and learning
opportunity will change the way you view
the world around you. Your eyes
will be opened to the heart and purpose
of God, and how you can take
part in His global work.

In late February, our sanctuary will be
recarpeted and filled with new chairs. Our
current pews and carpet have served us
well, but it is time to refresh. The
company we are working with will be able
to complete the project the week of
February 22nd.

GriefShare is a 13-week seminar and
support group designed to help you
rebuild your life after losing a loved one.
The time together consists of a video
seminar, support group and workbook.
You will find a safe place to heal from
your loss with others who understand
what you are going through.

Virtual Classes: Thursday evenings 7-9:30
pm February 4 - May 6, 2021
Contact debrag@coswayne.org
for COS discount and
certificate completion information.

Our ManUp Ministry lead by Maurice
DeLisle and Russ Walters will be heading
a team of 20+ volunteers to remove the
pews on Sunday, February 21 after the
10:30 a.m. worship service. If you would
like to be part of this team, please email
Zach at ZachB@coswayne.org and he will
get this information to Maurice and Russ.
ManUp needs YOU to be part of this
team!
If you know of a church in need of pews,
we are off-setting the cost of the new
chairs by selling them for $100 each. The
pews will not be available until after
worship on February 21. Congregants can
also buy a pew. Please note pick-up and
delivery will be the sole responsibility of
the buyer. If you are interested in buying a
pew, please contact James Mazzone at
JamesM@coswayne.org.
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We are meeting on Zoom on Wednesday
mornings from 10 to noon beginning on
February 10th. The only cost is $15 for the
workbook. Go to GriefShare.org to view a
brief video and register.
For more information, call Sandy McCoy
at 484-868-4740. You may join at any
time during the
13-week period.

