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STAFF UPDATES
Dear Church Family,

I’d like to share the great news that we have hired an Executive Director of Operations and
Communications (XDOC). This has been a long process as we have engaged with numerous
good candidates. Our desire from the beginning was to make sure it was a good fit for the
individual and Church of the Saviour. We are excited to introduce Rachel Dierking to our
church family. 

Rachel went through a rigorous process that included 20+ hours of interviews with staff, the
Board of Elders, and HR professionals as well as a thorough vetting of references. All of the
interviews and feedback have been consistently strong in the areas needed most to bless
COS in her new role as XDOC.

As impressed as we are with her skills, abilities, experience, education, and talents, we are
even more impressed by her character. Rachel walks with God and has a heart for Jesus,
people, the local church, and world missions. She and her husband, Adam, have been deeply
involved in New Life Presbyterian Church in Dresher. Rachel got a taste of using her gifts from
the business sector in participating in key hires at that church and started wondering if she
could ever do that full-time. Then our job posting caught her eye. God’s timing here was
great!

For the last eleven years, she has worked as a people lead and technology consultant for
CapTech (Wayne, PA) and also has ten years of volunteering at “Rebuilding Together
Philadelphia.” 

She will formally start at Church of the Saviour on Monday, March 21, and will be personally
introduced to the congregation at our worship services on Sunday, March 27. We are excited
to welcome Rachel and Adam into membership at COS and will enjoy worshiping with them
here on Sunday mornings. Please feel free to warmly welcome her in person once she arrives
and/or over email (after March 21) at RachelD@coswayne.org. 

On behalf of the COS family, we extend the warmest of welcomes to Rachel and Adam!

FOR THE SAKE OF HIS NAME,

SENIOR PASTOR

Kevin
PS – We are currently in the process of prayerfully
working to fill the Student Ministry Associate vacancy.
Please keep the Student Ministry and this search in your
prayers!

mailto:RachelD@coswayne.org


LILLY GRANT AWARDED FOR SR. PASTOR SABBATICAL
It is with excitement that I share with you that our pastor, Kevin Flannery, has been awarded
the Lilly Endowment Grant from the 2021 National Clergy Renewal Program along with 190
other recipients. Pastor Kevin will use this grant to fund a four-month sabbatical (June 16 to
October 16, 2022). This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity comes at a great time as we have
traveled some difficult terrain over the last few years (e.g., COVID, political and racial tension,
deaths in our congregation and staff team, and various conflicts both inside and outside the
church of Jesus Christ just to name a few). This has been a challenge for all of us, but it is
particularly challenging as a pastor of a large congregation who has to be available 24/7/365. A
sabbatical for Kevin is part of his employment agreement with COS and we had already
begun planning for it. When this opportunity was presented, we enthusiastically approved a
season away from the daily grind of ministry.

“Pastors play a critical role in nurturing and guiding their congregations’ work in the Christian
tradition while tending to the soul and psyche of individual members within the
congregation,” says Christopher L. Coble, the Lilly Endowment’s vice president for religion.
“These grants facilitate an opportunity to celebrate pastors for their extraordinary service while
making it possible for these men and women to step away from congregational demands
and invest in rest and renewal. For more than two decades, these grants have shown that
such respites support the vitality of pastors and reinvigorate their congregations as well.” 

During the sabbatical Pastor Kevin will be reading and meditating on the works of C. S. Lewis.
Let’s pray as a congregation that the Holy Spirit will grace him and his wife (Cheryl) with a joy
that is unspeakable and full of glory (1 Pet. 1:8) as God’s love is poured anew in their hearts
through the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5).

The Sr. Pastor's responsibilities will be covered over the sabbatical by the Board of Elders and
our excellent staff team. This ability to cover his duties is one of the blessings of being a
church our size!

Some of the once-in-a-lifetime opportunities that the Lilly Grant will make possible for Kevin
and Cheryl are traveling to Ireland, Scotland, and England. They will get to visit Oxford where
C. S. Lewis taught and even tour his favorite pub and his actual home where he wrote many of
his books. Kevin will also spend a week in mid-coast Maine with two of his high school friends.
Then Kevin and Cheryl will have an extended stay in the mountains of Colorado where Kevin
will try his hand at fly-fishing. His daughter and son-in-law will be able to join them for ten
days.

Dr. Robert Saler, director of the Lilly Endowment Clergy Renewal Programs, noted that the
grant programs integrate elements of support, trust, and encouragement which are all
indicators of healthy congregations. “The programs are engineered to honor an innate human
need to balance active service to others with periods of reflection and renewal. Animated by a
spirit of gratitude and generosity, this program provides a means for congregations to show
appreciation for their leaders and actively invest in their pastors' health and energy for
continued ministry,” Saler says.

Again, the Board feels that the timing of this sabbatical is heaven-sent. We look forward to
what God is going to do in Pastor Kevin while away and what He will do through him upon
his return. What a blessing it is that we as a church family can work with the Lilly Foundation
which provides the funding for such an enriching experience. 

Sierd Tilma,
Chair of the Board of Elders
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WHATS HAPPENING AT COS

Kelvin Claney   Robin Claney   Donna DiPrinzio   Jeff Hoffpauer
WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS

Phil Taylor   Paul Vici   Leonard Sax   Sarah Sax

Simon Yan   Katie Kautz   Ralph Kautz   Joan Kautz

NEW MEMBERS CLASS 
When you attend a new members class, you will learn about Church of the Saviour's

amazing history, vision, mission, doctrinal positions, and church governance. This will also

provide an opportunity for us to get to know you and your story with God. Attending does

not obligate you to become a member. If you decide to take the step of membership

once you complete the class, we will then arrange an interview with one of our elders. We

hope you’ll decide to take this next step. We would love to welcome you to ou family!

March 26 from 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Register at coswayne.org/newmembersclass.

EASTER SERVICES
Good Friday: Friday, April 15 at 7 p.m.

Come join us for a special Good Friday service. We will sing a mix of traditional and

modern songs and have a short message as we remember the sacrifice of our Savior. 

Easter Sunrise: Sunday, April 17 at 6:30 a.m.

A special outdoor sunrise service hosted by our Student Ministry.

Traditional: Sunday, April 17 at 9 a.m.

Modern: Sunday, April 17 at 10:30 a.m.

COMMUNICATING ACROSS CULTURES
In January, we were pleased to offer Communicating Across Cultures to our church

family. COS member Dr. Rudie Altamirano generously shared his expertise on

intercultural communication during two three-hour sessions. The workshop provided

valuable information with interactive learning through everyday practical scenarios. As

our church and culture become more and more diverse, it’s important for us to learn to

warmly welcome and interact with people from various cultures and backgrounds. We

are thankful to Dr. Altamirano and all who attended. We hope to have a future

workshop offering again in 2023!   

http://coswayne.org/newmembersclass


CHANGES COMING TO BLDG. A MISSIONS DISPLAYS

We are excited about where God is leading our church as we revitalize our missions
strategy for the future. As a part of that update, we are also revitalizing how missions is
physically displayed. We want to reflect on how deeply missions is integrated into our
identity as a church body. Some of the changes you will see are:

1. The Global Partner Hallway - The hallway where the printed Global and Local
Partners photos hang is changing! In today’s world having photos with names and
places of missionaries around the world hanging in your church is a security risk for
them. All it takes is a delivery driver, someone attending an outreach event or funeral
to see something, tell someone, and ministries and possibly lives can be at stake. On
top of that, in today’s technological world, it’s better to have pictures on screens that
can be easily updated anytime than printed pictures that take time and resources to
update. We believe it would be better to tell the story of what God has done in
missions through COS over the years in that space instead. The hallway is changing
from a photo hallway to a COS missions timeline. It’s been incredible to start putting
together the story of what God has done through COS missions over the past 40+ years
and I know you will be encouraged to see the stories as well!

2. “His Last Command Our First Concern” wall - This phrase was rolled out at the
first COSMOS missions conference in 1980. It has hung on that wall ever since. We will
be taking it down and giving it a place of honor in the new timeline hallway. We will
be replacing it with a sign that represents our church's identity of “Love God, Love
Others & Serve the World”.

3. The Global Outreach wall - the lobby entrance of Bldg. A is getting a facelift and a
replica of this wall will also be created at the Welcome Center entrance. At these two
locations, there will be information about who COS is and why missions is a core part
of our identity as a church. As the strategic focuses are selected, you’ll see information
about them reflected there as well.

We’re excited about these changes and how they reflect our church’s missions
identity. We believe that missions is something for each person in the congregation to
be a part of and we want that to be apparent when someone first enters our campus.

C H U R C H  O F  T H E  S A V I O U R  N E W S L E T T E R
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GLOBAL OUTREACH

RESPONDING TO UKRAINE
As of this writing, things have escalated in Ukraine and reports are beginning to come
in about the military attacks by Russia. The news feels big, heavy, and scary, and the
24/7 news cycle can also add to these feelings. Yet amid this crisis, God is at work. As
part of the global church, we have the privilege of joining in intercessory prayer for
God’s work in this situation. It’s often only with hindsight that we can see how God was
working in situations like this. So let us join in with our brothers and sisters around the
world in prayer as we await the day when we will see how God was at work for His
glory and answered our prayers. SEND International has put together a simple prayer
guide to help us be intentional in praying together.

1. Ask God to redeem this situation by drawing many people to himself. May Ukrainians
and Russians discover that Jesus is the only true source of peace, safety, comfort, truth,
and freedom.

2. Pray that Ukrainians ultimately would hope not in governments, elections, or
diplomacy, but Jesus Christ.

3. Ask God to deliver Ukraine from evil. May he have mercy and heal this land. May he
give Ukraine peace and the chance to develop as a nation values of truth, justice, and
freedom, all rooted in the goodness of God.

4. Pray for a culture in which political disagreements don’t lead to hatred or violence.  

5. The conflict between Ukraine and Russia can spill over into personal conflict within
families, especially when family members live on opposite sides of the border and are
influenced by different sides of the “information war.” Pray for unity and love for one
another that supersedes the problems between the countries.

6. Ask God to bless soldiers’ wives and children with peace and safety while their
husbands and fathers are gone.

7. Pray for the various world leaders involved in diplomacy over Ukraine. 

8. Pray that the evangelical church will remain united, even as it faces difficult
questions, such as how involved believers ought to be in politics or armed conflict.

9. In the past few years, the Ukrainian evangelical church has become much more
passionate about sending its cross-cultural workers to reach the lost. Pray that this
conflict will not dissuade Ukrainians from taking the gospel message to Russia and
other lands.

10. Pray for Christians in the military. This is a challenging time; ask God to guide them
as their faith is being tested in new ways.

11. Fears stemming from the conflict come up frequently in conversation. Pray that
missionaries and other believers will have many opportunities to explain to their
neighbors and friends the reason for the hope within them, even in this time of trial.

See the guide on the SEND website.

https://send.org/story/hh_pray_for_ukraine


We all know things seem to change over time. In the past, it

was taboo for criminals to target churches. Those days have

passed as they have realized that churches are full of

generous people with big hearts. Recently, we have seen a

significant increase in the hacking of congregants' email

accounts and using them to solicit gift cards from their

friends. Please remember that Church of the Saviour will

never solicit donations directly via email or text messages. If

anyone asks you to send gift cards via text or email, that

should be a red flag! 

If you have not set up "two-step verification" for your email

accounts, we highly recommend doing this. For instructions,

simply contact your email provider. 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE

FISCAL YTD FINANCIAL UPDATE

Ministry/Operations Missions
GIVING TO DATE

BUDGET
OVER/(UNDER) $118,271 (-$104,099)

$2,005,067
 $1,886,796

$480,721
$584,820

Text Messaging
Text "JOIN COS" to 833-744-9334 to receive

weather alerts or important messages from COS.

Questions & Feedback
We welcome and encourage all inquiries:
info@coswayne.org

mailto:info@coswayne.org

