JANUARY

COS
NEWSLETTER
WHAT'S INSIDE:
Letter from the Pastor
Alpha

MAKING DISCIPLES OF JESUS CHRIST IN
WAYNE & BEYOND

Perspectives Course

by Pastor Kevin

Read Through the Bible

Dear Church Family,

in a Year
Sanctuary Update
COVID-19 Survey
New Life in the New Year
A Pandemic Experiment
that Sticks

As we enter into 2021, we want to talk about something Jesus wants our
church to prioritize: discipleship. How do we make disciples of Jesus
Christ here at Church of the Saviour and what is our discipleship
process?
Something that is vital for healthy and humble growth, is to have clarity
around our discipleship process. Ours is stated on the front of our
weekly bulletin and can be found on the walls just outside our sanctuary.
Our hope is to make it easy for people in the pews to be able to articulate
and understand our discipleship process. So, if asked how COS moves
someone from a new believer to a mature follower of Christ, how would
you answer?
One of my responsibilities is to help you understand our process so that
you can clearly convey it to others: Love God, Love Others, Get Equipped
& Serve the World! These four movements are what Jesus desires to
raise up at Church of the Saviour.

1. LOVE GOD – Passionate Worshiping Christians who gather together regularly at our worship services
to give God His due by praying, praising, and hearing His proclaimed Word.
2. LOVE OTHERS – Connected Christians who link up over God’s Word and with other Christians in
real life-on-life community. The way we do this at COS is through our Community Groups—small
groups that focus on Jesus, His Word, and spiritually invigorating relationships.
3. GET EQUIPPED – Prepared Christians who are trained through strategic coaching opportunities by
our ministry staff and volunteer leaders so that we can maximize our kingdom effectiveness.
4. SERVE THE WORLD – Energized Christians who impact their spheres of influence by God’s
empowering presence that flows through humble, dependent, and obedient followers of Christ using
the spiritual gifts that God has given all Christians to transform the world to His glory!
G o d h a s b l e s s e d C h u r c h o f t h e S a v io u r w it h a w e a lt h o f r e so ur c e s ( t r e as ur e , t i m e , an d
t a l e n t s ) . I f w e w a n t t o f o c u s o n h o w t h e S o n o f G o d is s h in in g t hr o ug h o ur c hur c h
f a m i l y , t h e n w e n e e d c l a r i t y a b o u t o u r p la n t o m a k e d is c ip le s o f Je s us C hr i s t i n W ay n e
& b e y o n d . N o d o u b t s o m e i n d iv id u a l C h r is t ia n s m a k e a b ig i m pac t as s o l o
c o n t r i b u t o r s , b u t o u r d e s i r e is t o a llo w G o d t o m a k e a G R E AT i m pac t t hr o ug h us as w e
l o c k a r m s a n d h e a r t s i n G o d - g iv e n p u r p o s e a n d c a llin g . U n i t e d C hr i s t i an s w ho r e l y o n
G o d ’ s W o r d a n d H i s e m p o w e r in g p r e s e n c e c a n m a k e a n e t e r n al di ffe r e n c e i n W ay n e ,
t h e s u r r o u n d i n g c o m m u n i t i e s , a n d u lt im a t e ly a c r o s s t h e w o r l d as w e s e e G o d b r i n g
H i s g o s p e l t o u n r e a c h e d p e o p le g r o u p s . L e t ’ s g lo r if y G o d in W ay n e & b e y o n d b y
m a k i n g d i s c i p l e s o f J e s u s C h r is t t h r o u g h t h e b ib lic a l p r o c e s s o f Lo v i n g G o d, Lo v i n g
O t h e r s , G e t t i n g E q u i p p e d & S e r v in g t h e W o r ld !
Until all have heard,
Kevin Flannery
Senior Pastor

ALPHA – BY THE CHURCH, FOR THE
CHURCH, & THROUGH THE CHURCH!
Millions of people have tried Alpha in 169 countries, and
it has been translated into 112 different languages.
Developed as a short course at a church in London, UK,
in 1990 a pastor named Nicky Gumbel took over running
Alpha and found that many people outside of the church
wanted to explore the Christian faith. Alpha now runs in
every part of the global church.
What is Alpha?
Alpha is an opportunity to explore life and the Christian
faith in a friendly, open, and informal environment.
Alpha is for anyone who’s curious. The Alpha course is a
10-week opportunity to explore the Christian faith in a
relaxed environment with others who are also exploring
Christianity. Each week a different topic is presented in
an informal atmosphere, where you may ask questions
or just sit and listen. Church of the Saviour has found
Alpha to be an effective way to engage our community
with the stupendous claims of Jesus Christ.
Alpha at COS will start on Tuesday, January 12 from 7:309:00 p.m. over Zoom. If you are interested in attending,
please register here.
Alpha Marriage
Church of the Saviour also hosts Alpha Marriage! The
Marriage Course is a series of seven sessions, designed
to help couples invest in their relationship and build a
strong marriage. Nicky and Sila Lee, authors of "The
Marriage Book", developed The Marriage Course for
couples looking for practical support to strengthen their
relationship. The course is designed to help couples
build strong foundations, learn to communicate more
effectively, and resolve differences well.
Join us online for Alpha marriage every Tuesday from
8:00-9:00 p.m. on Zoom starting on Tuesday, January 12.
To register please click here! Contact Stephen Chang at
stephenc@coswayne.org for more information.

PERSPECTIVES COURSE 2021
What is Perspectives? Watch this video! This
course is dangerous to the kingdom of
darkness!
Early bird discount ends on December 28.
Register below today! From February 4 to May
6, 2021, from 7:00 to 9:30 p.m. Church of the
Saviour will be hosting a virtual Perspectives
Course on Thursday night. Orientation will be
held on Thursday, January 28 from 7:00 to 8:30
p.m., led by our own Fran Patt with
FrontierVentures. Why Perspectives? God has a
"world-sized" role for every Christian in His
global purpose. Whether people go to distant
countries or stay at home is a secondary issue.
The primary issue is what most people are
hungry to discover: vision to live a life of
purpose. Discovering that vision makes this
course valuable, and perhaps crucial, for any
and every Christian.
What is Perspectives? Perspectives is a fifteenweek course designed around four vantage
points or “perspectives” — Biblical, Historical,
Cultural, and Strategic. Each one highlights
different aspects of God’s global purpose. The
Biblical and Historical sections reveal why our
confidence is based on the historic fact of God's
relentless work from the dawn of history until
this day. The Cultural and Strategic sections
underscore that we are amid a costly, but very
“do-able” task, confirming the biblical and
historical hope. Because we believe in the value
of this course, COS is offering an additional
discount to our people beyond what is listed on
the Perspectives website. Contact Debra G., our
Global Outreach Associate, at
debrag@coswayne.org for more information.
For additional information and/or to register
click here.

READ THROUGH
THE BIBLE IN A
YEAR
In the YouVersion app (Android
& iOS), you can pick a plan to
read through. For those who
would like to read a plan with
others at Church of the Saviour,
click here to read The One Year
Bible. This is the plan I’ll be
reading, and I hope you’ll join
me! The daily readings are
taken from the Old Testament,
New Testament, Psalms, and
Proverbs.
Regularly reading God’s Word
and communing with Him in
prayer is a powerful way to
grow in your relationship with
Jesus Christ. On average it only
takes 10-12 minutes a day to
read through the entire Bible in
a year. Let’s resolve to saturate
our minds and hearts in God’s
transformative Word in 2021!

SANCTUARY
UPDATE
In late February, our sanctuary will
be recarpeted and filled with new
chairs. Our current pews and
carpet have served us well, but it
is time to refresh. The company
we are working with will be able
to complete the project the week
of February 22nd.
Our ManUp Ministry lead by
Maurice DeLisle and Russ Walters
will be heading a team of 20+
volunteers to remove the pews on
Sunday, February 21 after the 10:30
a.m. worship service. If you would
like to be part of this team, please
email Zach at
ZachB@coswayne.org and he will
get this information to Maurice
and Russ. ManUp needs YOU to
be part of this team!

COVID-19 SURVEY
UPDATE:
EXTENDED TO
JANUARY 3
We have had a great response to
the COVID Survey! To date, we
have received 479 completed
surveys. Thank you, Church of the
Saviour family! To make sure we
hear from everyone, we have
extended the deadline to Sunday,
January 3rd. Your voice matters, so
please participate today by
clicking here.

If you know of a church in need of
pews, we are off-setting the cost
of the new chairs by selling them
for $100 each. The pews will not
be available until after worship on
February 21. Congregants can also
buy a pew. Please note pick-up
and delivery will be the sole
responsibility of the buyer. If you
are interested in buying a pew,
please contact James Mazzone at
JamesM@coswayne.org.

NEW LIFE IN THE NEW YEAR
by Deborah Bitzer

“How has this Bible Study impacted your life over the past few months?” I asked the two college sophomores sitting
across from me. A few months ago, we didn’t even know one another’s names, but after a semester of weekly bible
studies, we three had become like sisters. “My life isn’t all that different than it was last year,” replied one of the
girls. “I am still in college and dealing with the same stresses of work and school and relationships. But now I think
differently. I started having anxiety attacks last year, and even though I went to therapy and tried medication, I
didn’t really see my anxiety go away. Now when I am anxious, I read about Jesus and talk to Him and it makes me so
calm and happy. Sometimes I even feel like I can hear His voice – not a real voice! – but a voice in my head that
brings me peace.” This, my friends, is tremendously good news. My heart swelled within me as I recognized the
Holy Spirit bear new life within her. The first seeds of faith that were planted within her had turned into the fruitful
harvest of a genuine relationship with Christ.

When I started my job at Church of the Saviour in mid-July it was a frenzy of a summer, what with saying goodbye to my
community in Boston, packing up my apartment, moving to PA, and acclimating to a new church (all during a pandemic!): I
felt in over my head. Yet early on, I received an email from the hospitality team. There was a college-aged girl searching for
answers and wanting someone to talk to about God, and I was the one to respond. What an opportunity!
I was fortunate enough to get in touch with this girl, first on the phone and then for coffee over at The Gryphon. She told me
her backstory; I told her mine. Then I asked a very simple question, “Would you like to hear about Jesus’ life?” She eagerly
replied, “yes,” and off I went – starting with Creation, then the Fall, and the promise of a chosen son who could reverse the
curse of sin and death. As I told her about Jesus and his teachings, miracles, ministry, and eventual death, her eyes grew
wide. She had such compassion for Jesus’ experience of betrayal and unjust treatment. When I explained that Jesus died but
then rose back to life three days later, she couldn’t believe it! She asked, “Was he a ghost?” “No! He was the real deal,” I
replied.
Hearing about Jesus and the good news of salvation lit a fire within this young woman. She invited friends to the church
service that week and she asked if we could continue getting together for Bible study. The second time we met she brought a
friend, and the two of them have faithfully read one chapter from Luke each week since. They ask incredible questions, and
their encounters with Jesus bring them new life. Their faith is young, but it is genuine. God has called them, they have
answered, and I was given the privilege of being the messenger.
As we enter a new year, with so many hopes and expectations for relief from the difficulties of this past year, I am reminded
of the goodness and timeliness of new life in Christ. These students are not the only ones who received new life in Christ; I
too burst forth with new joy and energy as a result of sharing the gospel with them. There is nothing better! In this first
month of this new year, I want to encourage you all to ask that simple question to the people in your life. “Would you like to
hear about Jesus’ life?” It could be the lynchpin that causes someone to be born again into new life! While we look with
expectancy for a vaccine, opened schools, family reunions, international travel, and a sense of normalcy, I promise you that
new life in Christ is, and always will be, the best thing this new year can bring!

Similarly to an orientation to a new job or school, you often bond

A Pandemic
Experiment that
Sticks
BY DREW ANGUS

with those who are also not relationally established yet. When we
refurbished our community group effort at COS a few years ago, we
were coached by North Coast Church in San Diego. We had been
influenced by their successful and practical groups model
articulated well by pastor Larry Osborne, in his book ‘Sticky
Church’. Our new community groups have helped those visiting
COS plug into discipleship with a smaller group of people, which is

If you've ever been a newcomer at a Church, you'll know
that it is difficult to feel at home in an existing small
group or community group. While our long-established
groups at COS are super-friendly, kind, and welcoming,

so important in a large church like COS. However, new folks can
visit at any time, and their visits do not often perfectly coincide with
our open registration periods. `Sticky Church’ recommends that

it can be challenging for newcomers to navigate the

churches have one group that is open beyond registration periods

history of long-established friendships in a group.

for new people to plug into at any point in the year. When we'd

Forming new groups is a way to help people who might

attempted to do this in the past, we just could not make those

not know each other to forge new and lasting friendships
and support.

groups ‘stick’! One of the biggest obstacles we encountered was the
problem of location.

How could we anticipate where newcomers were coming from? Even picking a place in Wayne could mean a 5-minute
drive for some or a 45-minute drive for others. Location is an important factor for those looking to commit to a
community group.
Then the pandemic happened. And in the Fall, when we were recruiting new community group leaders and establishing
which groups were open for registration, I received a call from Cam Hicks. He and his wife, Nancy, have been
increasingly led by God to use their energies to connect with unbelievers, but also with those who might be new to COS
and need help connecting. They proposed to lead an online community group for people who have been at COS for less
than a year. It was an idea we had never thought of trying out virtually. The pandemic has caused us to think adaptively,
and this idea led to an intriguing experiment. Throughout the pandemic period, we have been blessed by a steady stream
of visitors to COS, and we wanted to try anything that would allow those visitors to feel connected.
Newcomers do not often stick to a church if they don’t establish friendships fairly quickly and feel welcome. So each
week we now had a place for people to immediately connect: a warm and fun group where everyone was getting to know
each other together. Cam and Nancy are gifted at listening and helping people to feel welcome. The week I visited, Nancy
was inviting people into her home virtually and you felt like you were sitting in the same space together! What we tried
to do physically just did not, and probably could not work. The pandemic provided a hidden blessing: we could gather
people remotely and it was easy for people to attend. One of the group participants reflected on what their time in this
group has meant to them:
“Where to begin? A friendly smile in a very isolated season. A discussion that challenges thinking in a faith-centric way.
Humility and vulnerability that is both welcoming and invites participation. A community that refuels my battery,
inspires me to continue deepening my faith. Immediate warmth and familiarity despite new faces and laptop screen
connections. Embracing virtual options during COVID has also allowed this beautiful example into my home, to my
children – more voices around them to shape their views and reinforce that the church is a body, not a place and that
there are people all around us willing to pray for us by name, keep us whole, inspire and encourage us, rely on us, help
us keep our eyes fixed. Authentic, diverse, vibrant. And tenfold for the role Nancy and Cam Hicks play in their
dedication to making it so, both in the group discussions and beyond. Feel so blessed for this inclusion (which was an
answer to literal prayer – not coincidence!)” Erica Yacoubian
What happens when the pandemic is over and groups are back to normal? We plan to always have a virtual open group
for visitors to COS. The Spirit of God prompted Cam and Nancy to try something new as a step of faith.
What an important need this group has ended up filling! Over 20 new people have participated in this group so far. Cam
and Nancy will be mentoring others, especially younger leaders, to lead groups for new people virtually. A missing link in
our process of welcome and assimilation has been filled. So, this pandemic experiment, blessed by God, joyfully sticks! If
you’re looking to join a community group or learn more, click here!

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE

Our longtime Chairman of the Deacons, Peter Parry, M.D., is resigning from his position effective January 31, 2021. He brought
unity, harmony, sensibility, and humor no matter what the circumstances. He never doubted that all people deserved
kindness, help, and respect because he believed we have been given all these qualities through our beloved Jesus Christ.

When letters were sent to deacon clients that were signed by Dr. Peter Parry, he repeatedly asked that the Dr. or M.D. be
removed. He didn’t want anyone to be intimidated by his title and wanted everyone to be treated equally. The minimum
tenure expected of a deacon is three years, but Peter far surpassed that commitment. He devotedly gave his time, talent,
and wisdom for 13 years. During his time as Chairman, Peter lost his beloved wife, Jackie, but despite going through the
loss as well as his own medical issues, he always put others first. He showed the love, patience, and kindness of Christ in
all that he did. He will be sorely missed, but greatly loved. It was an honor to serve alongside such a Christ-filled man.
Each one of us owes him our deepest gratitude and appreciation. Thank you for your years of service, Peter.

Stay Connected

Go to coswayne.org to learn
more about COS, and how
you can get connected.

Download our app in the App Store
or the Google Play store, for quick
information, services, and more!

