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IN WAYNE & BEYOND
Love God, Love Others & Serve the World!

Letter from the Pastor
Update on Missions Strategy Team
Dear Church of the Saviour family,
As we begin to restart our strategic missions initiative with an eye towards implementation, I want to
make you all aware of role changes that will help us drive this next phase more effectively towards
execution.
Dave Morra will take on leadership for the overall process, which will entail oversight for three macrolevel processes: finalizing the strategy and scope that has come from our work with Sixteen:Fifteen and
Matthew Ellison; strategic communications; and transition issues.
Debra G., formerly Associate of Global Outreach, is now the Manager of
Global Outreach in recognition of the added responsibilities that she has
taken on during the past year. Debra will continue to be an important
member of the strategy team and have input into all of the processes
listed above, while taking direct leadership for addressing the transitional
issues that will result from a shift in strategy. In addition to these
significant leadership activities associated with this strategy team, Debra
will continue to be responsible for all activities associated with our current
Global Outreach ministry.
Robyn Buist will take leadership for developing the strategic
communications plan and we will be seeking to build a team to support
her. Robyn comes into this role with many years of relevant experience in
communications and change management in the corporate world.
Until all have heard,

Senior Pastor
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First Weekend in May
Saturday Outdoor Services
Church of the Saviour will have Saturday outdoor services beginning May 1st at 6 p.m., a wonderful
opportunity for prayer and fellowship—join us in the Quad outside Bldg. F – bring blankets or lawn
chairs. (In case of rain, the Saturday evening service will move into Bldg. F.)

Reopening of In-Person Ministries
Based on congregational feedback and recommendation of the
survey team, along with encouragement from the Board of Elders,
COS is moving toward reopening on Sunday, May 2nd, for nursery,
kids, students and adult gatherings, including Sunday morning
classes that choose to return. We will open as many windows and
doors as is feasible and will require masks, without the socially distanced reduced classroom and
sanctuary sizes implemented during the pandemic.

Vision Day Update
Our elected moderator for Vision Day 2021 will not be able to serve this year as he needs to
focus on important family matters. Therefore, Jose Palomino will be graciously stepping in for
our elected moderator for this Vision Day 2021. Jose was the previously elected moderator for
Vision Day 2020, so this is the most appropriate appointment given the congregation’s wishes
expressed through the congregational election process. Thank you in advance for
understanding!

Community Groups
You aren't meant to do life alone... Get connected to a Community Group to start building
relationships, growing in your faith and getting equipped to handle life together!

Text Messaging
Please note this change to Church of the Saviour's text messages for campus information:
Future notices will come from 833-744-9334 (no longer 313131).

Questions & Feedback
We welcome and encourage all inquiries: info@coswayne.org.
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Heritage School: From the Director
Over the past seven years, I have had the great privilege to be the Director of the Heritage
School, which is often described as an outstanding preschool and kindergarten on the Main Line.
Being a preschool at COS for 40-plus years and having been accredited by ACSI, we can be proud
of our trained faculty who understand developmentally appropriate education to young children.
What a joy it is to walk down these hallways and see the happy faces of children loving school,
loving learning through many playful activities and, most importantly, learning to love and
acknowledge God as the creator and sustainer of life.
In my 48 years of teaching and administrating in Christian schools, I have enjoyed most my
ministry here at Heritage because of several reasons: the wonderful godly staff and school board,
the congregation who sees the ministry to young children as the best investment in the future of
the church, as well as, of course, the adorable children and the joy they bring to those who serve
them.
I will be retiring from my work in school administration
this year and we are looking for a new full-time Director
beginning this summer 2021. Please spread the word as
we seek God’s provision for this special ministry to our
church and community.
The Heritage School is a ministry of Church of the
Saviour. Its mission is to provide a biblically based,
developmentally appropriate early education through
an enriched environment that stimulates curiosity and
learning, while nurturing the child’s emotional, social and
spiritual growth. For more information, please go to
heritagekids.org.
—Donald Dawes

This Month's Alpha Prayer
Each month between now and the next courses in September, we will be
sharing a new prayer topic to be lifted up individually, as family and within
community groups. Would you join us in consistently praying for the Alpha
and Alpha Marriage outreach ministries this month?

Prayer for Ourselves
Let us be challenged by our series on Jonah and increasingly have a heart for the lost.

Visit coswayne.org/alpha to learn more about Alpha,
and coswwayne.org/alpha-marriage for Alpha Marriage.
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Celebrate Recovery
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not of yourselves, it is the gift of God—
not by works, so that no one can boast."—Ephesians 2:8-9
“But those who boast should boast in this alone: that I am the Lord who exercises kindness, justice
and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord. —Jeremiah 9:24
My journey to Celebrate Recovery came after many years of living a transformed life through
Jesus Christ. For over 33 years, I had experienced the joy of salvation, the astonishment of being called
beloved, the suffering that could taste the sweetness of the Lord Jesus himself. Jesus was real and I
was living a difficult, tumultuous yet redemptive life.
Through Celebrate Recovery, I’m learning that underneath the things that drive me to addictive
behaviors is a lot of fear, pride, self-protectiveness and a myriad of human emotions that cause me
such discomfort, such angst and even despair that I want to get away from the very people the Lord
has put in my life to help me heal. Most recently, my poor choice of coping was a struggle with
alcohol, but in years past included food, substances, consumption of TV series and people pleasing.
Other ways that many experience compulsions and addictions are shopping, anger, pornography or
gaming; looking to outside things to satisfy a space only the Lord can fill. John Calvin wrote, ”The
human mind is, so to speak, a perpetual forge of idols.”
It was in November 2014 when I had my first encounter with alcohol since having been sent to
rehab as a juvenile in 1977. Even though I had not yet come to Jesus during those teen years, the Lord
protected my physical life and, against all odds, I remained drug- and alcohol-free for the next 37
years. I won’t get into the minutiae of thoughts that prepared me to pick up the glass of champagne
served as a complimentary birthday toast at the restaurant that November night, but I assure you, it
did begin with thoughts. And thoughts lead to actions. And actions lead to behaviors.
My husband and I were married in 2017. I noticed a great disparity in the way he drank wine as
compared to how I drank wine. First of all, he generally was not a drinker. He very occasionally had a
glass of wine when it was served at an event; however, he never bought alcohol to drink at home.
He’d leave a glass half full on the occasions that he did have a drink. He just didn’t care if a restaurant
served alcohol or if it didn’t. I began to talk to the Lord about my drinking. Wayne began to talk to me
about it. My children began to talk to me about it to the point where my two eldest daughters had
arranged for all of us to sit down with a Christian counselor to talk about it. I felt like I was
being closed in on and resented it. After I explained all the ways
that my consumption was social and normal, the counselor,
sensing my resistance, just gently stated that he felt concerned
because of my history and asked me to tuck away a few thoughts.
He asked me to take note if I was drinking alone. He also asked me
to be aware if I started to hide the amount of alcohol I was consuming. Jesus and I knew both were
already true.
Fast forward to 2019. I was speaking to a fellow believer about laying down alcohol for the season
of Lent. I knew I could do it. I felt relieved that I could do it. And I did do it all the while planning for a
very special Easter celebration that would allow me one drink. The dinner drink was so special that I
thought a second would also be special and I was again caught in this trap where one is too many
and more is not enough. It took several more months of excessive drinking until my total surrender to
the Lord; to admit that I was powerless over alcohol and my life had become unmanageable. My new
sobriety date is now August 5, 2019. and I began attending Celebrate Recovery meetings to
understand what had gone wrong… how was I here after so many years of living a substance-free life?
continued below...
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I didn’t simply need to abstain from another destructive behavior in my life; I needed to surrender to
God’s plan: people. Those who are imperfectly following a perfect God; sisters and brothers who
regularly confess their own sins and build each other up as we study Jesus’ plan through scriptural
steps and principles compiled in the program called Celebrate Recovery. I love, love, love my church
and Bible study. These are places we see Jesus and where we learn of sound doctrine, glorifying His
matchless name in song and teaching. We can also hide our true selves, our internal struggles, our
brokenness and those things that are too shameful to speak because, as Pastor Kevin has said, it’s
hard to get to know the back of a head. At Celebrate Recovery, we sit face to face in small-group time
to share our thoughts and confess our struggles, to speak from our hearts because who we are inside
matters. Our job is not to fix one another but to share life’s hopes, dreams and sorrows. The journey is
sweet. Jesus is enough. Come experience freedom at Celebrate Recovery.
—Fran D.

Moving On and Within: Staff Changes
Beth DeLisle will be transitioning from COS next week into a
wonderful opportunity to serve as a program coordinator at
Westminster Theological Seminary. Beth was hired several
years ago as the Care Ministry coordinator and also directed our
First-Impressions Team. We are grateful for Beth’s years of faithful
service. She pioneered First Impressions at COS and helped us also
us navigate COVID safely. We wish Beth every blessing in her new
role at WTS and also know that she and Maurice will enjoy weekends
off together! Thank you Beth!
F.I.T. has become such a vital role at COS in helping especially
visitors navigate a large church and giving them a warm welcome.
So we are very excited that our own James Mazzone will be stepping
into the role of F.I.T. director and incorporating this into his existing
position as our business director. James knows COS very well and
brings enthusiasm, a love for people and great administrative skills
to the role. Like Beth before him, he knows our folks and can
seamlessly work in tandem with our awesome volunteers. So we
extend a warm welcome to James in this new dimension of his work
with great joy. We know that God will be working in and through you, James.
We have also added David Rogel to our communication team to
manage all things visual. He will continue to manage our Media
Arts Team and add graphic design to this role. David has an eye
for visual presentation and will contribute his talents to our website,
social media posts, and all other forms of communications that
combine text with graphics. We appreciate all the ways David
has blessed COS through his audio and video expertise and now
look forward to seeing how his touch will help us in the arena of
communications. Thanks for stepping into this, David!
—Executive Pastor Drew Angus
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Special Needs Ministry

Disabilities tend to isolate individuals and families, even within the church. Special Needs
Ministry seeks to include every person in meaningful relationships within the church
regardless of their abilities and disabilities. However, we are often paralyzed by the fear of not
knowing how to accomplish this.
In October 2019, COS launched Together Won, a Christian fellowship for young adults of
varying abilities and special needs. This is a fellowship where everyone is valued as an
important member of the group. We socialize, have fun, get to know each other and grow
together in our faith. We meet on Wednesday evenings, at first in person and then online
during the pandemic.
But how do we go about addressing the special needs?
SEE THE PERSON. We think about physical, sensory and processing needs, finding ways to
adapt, accommodate and differentiate the way in which information is shared. We look for
and use the strengths and abilities that each member brings. Our meetings have a routine
that includes music, announcements, Bible story, activity and prayer.
DEVELOP RELATIONSHIPS. We see each person as a valuable individual while growing
friendships. Throughout the Gospel, we hear of Jesus seeing people, sharing their sorrow and
helping them in love. When we don’t know how to best help, we ask the participant and/or
their parent. We listen.
Why start with young adults? God placed a young adult with special needs and the ability to
self-advocate at COS. We felt that God was calling us to respond in love. However, we
understand that there are equal needs for children and youth. We are praying and planning
for ways to expand and meet these needs as well. We are always looking for volunteers with
hearts for service. Prior experience or training is not a prerequisite.
Join us!

Easter Schedule
—George Weaver
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Kids Ministry
We are officially OPEN and thrilled to see you in person on Sunday mornings starting May
2nd at 9 & 10:30 a.m. after over a year of COVID!
As we are cautiously preparing for our opening, we need your prayers and help!
Please pray for our planning process as we reopen and, over the next few months, trusting
the Lord with our whole heart, depending on him to unify our teams, give us wisdom and
make our paths straight (Proverbs 3:5–6).
How You Can Help!
1) With Sunday School: At the 9 & 10:30 a.m. services: Nursery (4 months to 2 years old),
Preschool (2+ years old – kindergarten) & Elementary (1st-5th grade).
Consider joining our team serving once or twice a month as lead and support Sunday
school teachers, check-in team, hallway monitors and music/art/technology assistants.
2) With summer camps (volunteer at coswayne.org/volunteer & register at
coswayne.org/kids):
Camp Little Bear (June 21–25) & C-Camp (July 12–16): camp counselors (senior/junior),
block leaders/assistants, creative artists, musicians, photographers, drop-off/pick-up
team and more.
Adventure Camp (tentatively August 1-7): senior & junior counselors (SLT & LDC1,2,3),
and program team—creative artists, musicians, photographers, technology assistants
and others.
Scholarship Fund: Consider financial giving. Our scholarship fund makes it possible for
all boys & girls who want to attend our camps to come regardless of cost. Our fund
helps pay for the staff & counselors who serve during Adventure Camp. Your financial
contribution is greatly appreciated.
Reach out to any of our team for questions & information needed.
In Kids Ministry, we get the opportunity to love kids every week, develop meaningful
relationships with them and lay a strong foundation for the next generation. We love
serving side by side with you, in Jesus' Name!
Nursery Coordinator Janice Shehan
janices@coswayne.org
Preschool Coordinator Leticia Altamirano
leticiaa@coswayne.org
Elementary Coordinator Cindy Rumsey
cindyr@coswayne.org
In Christ’s name,
Katerina Simbo
katerinas@coswayne.org
Kids Ministry Director
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MAKING
CONNECTIONS

THE PHILADELPHIA
PROJECT

VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES

Our online church community—
Realm—offers the ability to look
up contact information, register
for events and tithe... all from your
computer or smartphone.

Our middle- and high-school
students will be partnering with
Philadelphia Project to serve the
Roxborough community, exploring
their understanding of God’s heart
for others while offering hope and
healing to a community in need
through service projects and
working alongside families: a time
of worship and reflection. As an
urban ministry, we are excited to
share God’s heart for the city.
Click here to apply.

It's a genuine joy to look beyond
ourselves while serving our church
and others. We have many
engaging opportunities ranging
from the first-impressions and
prayer teams to in-service music
and audio-visual teams. Join us as
we use our God-given skills in His
service!

Click here for more information
and to sign up.

We've launched! Check it out at
coswayne.org/youtube.
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