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MISSIONS AT COS

When the missions strategy team began identifying the

strategic focus areas for Global Outreach, we wanted to see

God lead us beyond our own interests to focus on the

diaspora here and the ones still living there. Starting in 2020,

we invited the congregation to join us in prayer and fasting

on Thursday mornings, and we continue to gather as a

church several times a month to seek God’s direction. 

As we have sought the Lord, He burdened our hearts for Hindus and Muslims. Since these

two religions represent 40% of the world’s population, we needed to narrow our focus. In

late October, I heard about a government initiative to empower Americans to help resettle

Afghans fleeing their country. We shared this opportunity with the congregation and started

to pray. And we got to see God lead a Community Group and others from COS to help

resettle a family.

Through a series of events, God also brought two highly-educated, English-speaking, single

women from the unreached Hazara people group (Hazara in Afghanistan | Joshua Project), a

group of 4 million people with less than 0.03% Christians. Their native language is Dari,

which is similar to Farsi spoken in Iran. They have been a blessing to us as we have sought to

bless them in their time of need. 

As the Global Outreach Catalyzing Team (GOCT) discussed ideas for our first Global Focus

Weekend, we decided to focus on Afghanistan to highlight what God is already doing and

to see if this is the direction God is leading us. We are amazed by how God has brought all

the details together, and we are thrilled to partner with our new Afghan friends as we

launch Global Focus Weekends in May!

https://joshuaproject.net/people_groups/12076/AF
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While language and cultural barriers exist, there are many ways to communicate and break down

barriers. There will be fun games for children, dinner, and a time of prayer for both faith

communities.

This day is designed to build relationships! Moving to a new country, especially after significant

trauma and loss, is incredibly challenging and lonely. We want to help our new friends feel

welcome and get connected to neighbors and other Afghanis in the area. By building genuine

friendships, we pray that we will have opportunities to share the Gospel with love and grace in the

future.

Location: We will meet at the COS backfield, weather permitting, for food and games. (In case of

rain, we will meet in the gym.) 

Dinner: To respect our guests, we will be serving a halal meal. Dinner for COS is $15 per adult;

dinner for Afghan guests will be covered by the church.

Volunteers: We need volunteers to help with registration/check-in, set-up & tear-down,

transportation for our guests, and games. Sign-up here to help!

Sunday Morning – Services
We are excited to welcome Robert Antonucci as our guest speaker for Sunday services. Rob is

originally from Maine, and he became a follower of Jesus in 1985 through IVCF at the University of

Delaware. He has been working in cross-cultural ministry since 1988: formerly serving in Central Asia

with a Christian development NGO; currently serving as the Assistant Director of the Dr. J Christy

Wilson Jr. Center for World Mission at Gordon Conwell; consulting, recruiting, and training with

Frontiers and EPC (Evangelical Presbyterian Church); and speaking in Perspectives on the World

Christian Movement and in churches. He and his wife, Iris, oversee ongoing translation projects and

work among Central Asians both in-country and locally. They live in Wenham, MA, and enjoy long

walks, history, kayaking, and travel. 

We are excited to announce our first Global Focus Weekend on
May 14-15 with a focus on Afghanistan. Stay tuned for event and

registration details! 

Saturday Morning – Service Project
We are working with the Afghan network to identify ways to serve
families in our area. More details to come! 

Saturday 3-6 p.m. – Afternoon in the Park with COS and the
Afghani Community  

Sunday Noon – Lunch & Learn
After the services, we will have a “lunch & learn”

opportunity to become more equipped in our

engagement with the Muslim diaspora that God has

placed around us. Workshop topics will include sharing

your faith with a Muslim, cultural training, and refugee

resettlement. 

Boxed lunches will be available for purchase, or you
can BYO lunch. Registration will be required.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E044BAFAF2DABFA7-volunteer1
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GOD AT WORK

GOD AT WORK - WHEN THE WORLD COMES TO US 
By Dave Mueller 

I have always loved to travel. Seeing new sights and cultures while meeting people with different

perspectives is psychologically and spiritually invigorating for me. Lately, I have encountered

something even more rewarding: befriending folks from other countries, the diaspora, who are

here living among us. 

COS has always been committed to reaching the nations, and I have been a part of various

outreaches that I have thoroughly enjoyed, but my favorite outreach has become the English as a

Second Language (ESL) classes at COS. The classes create an incredible platform to build

friendships. Every Saturday morning in the spring and fall, adults from around the world come to

COS for two-hour English lessons. During the pandemic, we even held ESL classes via Zoom, which

allowed English learners to join us from other states and countries. Fun!

I currently lead the advanced level classroom, and my wife, Meredith, is an assistant in the

beginner level class. We have made dear friends from India, Taiwan, China, Indonesia, Vietnam,

Italy, the Czech Republic, Mexico, Venezuela, Brazil, Belarus, Iran, and more. We have found that

weekly interaction in English classes can be the starting point for friendships. We invite these

brave, humble, and grateful people to coffee, dinner, outings to Longwood Gardens and the Jersey

shore, etc. I have even gone to California twice to help a few of these friends move for a new job or

explore potential jobs.

My deepening friendships with folks from diverse cultures and faiths have been one of the greatest

joys of my life. 

From a spiritual perspective, these newcomers are in close touch with a reality that we as

Christians face. Aren’t we all sojourners in this life? Aren’t we all just passing through, headed to our

eternal destination? Internationals who come here, either temporarily or permanently, are acutely

aware of being transplanted from another place. They are in a new land where they must learn

unfamiliar customs, workplace norms, and even ways of thinking. When we reach out in friendship

to those from other countries, we remind ourselves of how God has reached out to us as we travel

through this life. If we are followers of Jesus, it is good to be reminded that we are fellow

sojourners.

And yes, my faith in Christ comes up in conversation naturally. Sometimes Meredith and I mention

our dependence on Christ. If our international friends ask us to say more, we are eager to do so. A

few even come with us to church or begin reading the Bible. But we make sure that these dear

friends know that we love them no matter what they believe… and we always will, even if they

never express a desire to follow Christ. We believe God has a purpose for placing them in our lives,

and we trust Him to work out His purposes as we serve as imperfect channels of Christ’s love for

them.

If you are curious to learn more about building friendships or teaching English, please reach out to

Meredith, myself, or Debra G. Let the world come to you and discover the joy of building

relationships with the diaspora, who are eager for friendships.

mailto:debrag@coswayne.org
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WE EXIST TO SUMMON THE NATIONS,

TO WORSHIP THE ONE TRUE GOD WITH US.
THROUGH HOLISTIC DISCIPLESHIP,

Focus Area Prayer Gathering – The next prayer gathering is on Sunday, May 1, from 8-8:45 a.m. in

A109/111 

Global Focus Weekend – Registrations coming soon! 

30-Days of Prayer for the Muslim World, April 2 – May 1, 2022. Do not forget to pick up your prayer

guide! You can also purchase a digital PDF copy HERE!  

GLOBAL OUTREACH HAPPENINGS 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES 
Across the Street and Around the World – Following Jesus to the Nation in your Neighborhood…and

Beyond by Jeannie Marie

In the middle of diapers, dishes, papers, or presentations, deep down, we long to live a life of purpose,

with a bit of adventure. But if we do something, we think we must do everything—and do it in Africa.

In Across the Street and Around the World: Following Jesus to the Nations in Your

Neighborhood...and Beyond, Jeannie Marie shows us we can change the world right where we

already live, work, play, and study—by learning to grow genuine, spiritually deep friendships with

people from other countries, cultures, and faiths.

In a refreshing “you-can-do-this-too” style, Marie leads us by the

hand with clear steps, try-it sections, and beautifully crafted

prayers. She gently guides us away from common cultural

missteps, so we can offer Jesus in a winsome way while honoring

culture, faith, and family. With confidence, courage, and

compassion, we will start small, start soon, and start somewhere

we already are, by first going across the street—which just may

lead us around the world!

http://worldchristian.com/product/mwpg-2022-pdf
https://www.thomasnelson.com/p/acrossthestreetandaroundtheworld/

