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THE COS NEWSLETTER

LETTER FROM THE PASTOR
by Pastor Kevin
Hello Church Family,
Autumn is such a special time of year. The colors, the cool air, and
settling back into wonderful routines are just a few things that this
season brings to us. As we enter fall there are a few things on
which we would like to update you:

WHAT'S INSIDE:

Letter From the Pastor
Racial Issues & COS
Sharing Christ's
Righteousness
Missions at COS

First, a quick COS COVID/Survey update: We have re-opened our
services, and to date we have not had an outbreak. Praise God!
Much of the credit goes to our teams that are carrying out our
safety plans (disinfecting, spacing, organizing, etc.) We are
currently working on a survey to take the pulse on the
congregation, so please be on the lookout for this survey either
towards the end of October or early November. Our hope is to
continue to be the church of Jesus Christ regardless of how
difficult external circumstances are. The world at its worst, needs
Christians at their best! We have had as many as 250 at our
outdoor service, over 100 for our indoor service, and many more
on our live streamed services. It has been wonderful to worship
our triune God with our church family.

What's New at COS

LETTER FROM THE PASTOR (CONT.)
Second, we are excited to be hosting our COS Open House once again! Do you have
friends, neighbors, coworkers or family members who don’t know Jesus or don’t have a
church home? Our Open House is our intentional outreach where you can invite those in
your sphere of influence to experience a wonderful Saturday/Sunday at Church of the
Saviour. Our kids, student, & adult ministries will be reaching out on this special weekend!
Join us on Saturday, Oct. 31 & Sunday, Nov. 1, weather permitting!
Our hope is that everyone who visits, in-person or virtually, will feel God’s presence and
be drawn to worship our great God and Savior. This specific Sunday is picked for several
strategic reasons. First, people are especially spiritually receptive as the holiday season
approaches. Second, the holidays highlight our God-given desire for authentic
relationships. Third, Daylight Savings Time ends on this Sunday, so people get an extra
hour of sleep; what better time to invite someone to church than when they are well
rested! Fourth, it is a bridge event from our COS Fall Fest Outreach that will take place on
Saturday, October 31. Everyone who attends our Fall Fest will receive an invitation to join
us that night at our Open House or the next morning, November 1 at either our traditional
worship service at 9:00 a.m. or our modern worship service at 10:30 a.m.
Wouldn’t it be great to see our church filled with new faces who are joining our familiar
faces? All worshiping King Jesus! Let’s start praying now and asking God who we might
bring. Let’s share the greatest gift in our lives with those around us! May God draw a great
crowd to COS through our personal invitations. Additionally, if you are worshiping with us
virtually, we encourage you to consider inviting others to worship with you!

Third and last, our Fall Fest Outreach, will take place on Saturday afternoon, October 31. This
will be a time for us to love our kids and their friends. Please be praying for this outreach and
watch your bulletins and our events page for more information.
Until all have heard,

RACIAL ISSUES & COS: DIFFERENTIATION NEEDS CLARIFICATION
While the pastors and elders at COS have always (and still do!) agree with the sentence “black
lives matter”, we do not now (nor have we ever) endorsed the organization that goes by the same
name “blacklivesmatter.com”. All people are created in the image and likeness of God (Gen. 1:2627), therefore everyone matters to God. And we do see in Scripture that God is a god of
righteousness and justice so when His image bearers are mistreated and dehumanized in any
form or fashion it offends Jesus. But we believe that the organization “blacklivesmatter.com”
holds to many positions and principles that are unbiblical and antithetical to the Christian faith.
So, although we grieve over anything that is going on now that falls under the category of sin—
anything that is counter to God’s holy character, we stand against racism. At the same time we
understand that it is important to be clear that we do not endorse any of the extreme groups
that surface during seasons of disunity and struggle. Whether they be at the extreme left like
antifa or the extreme right like the alt-right and white supremacists. We gladly stand with the
only one who can end racism – The Lord Jesus Christ and His powerful gospel of grace.
In Him,

Sharing Christ's
Righteousness
by Fran Veira
“Keep those high elbows coming!” I told a middle schooler
one Sunday evening as we greeted each other by bumping
our elbows together before a youth gathering. Remember
back when folks gave each other high fives and handshakes
without even thinking twice about it? COVID has changed
so much in our world! And I confess, it can be frustrating
wearing a mask everywhere I go, and it’s hard to refrain
myself from hugging friends and loved ones when I see
them. But one thing I know is true: Christians must have a
working faith that does not retreat, but engages with people
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We started having Youth Group in the church gym in the month of September, and it is still going
great! By the grace of God, the work of my colleague Deborah Bitzer, and our faithful volunteers, we
are forming genuine relationships with the teens, and most importantly, we are teaching them the
Word of God! We are going through the Book of James and are learning that true Christians don’t
just “talk the talk,” but that they must “walk the walk”, proving that Christ not only saved them from
their sin, but that he is also the Lord of their lives!
We recently discussed James chapter 2 which talks about Abraham. There, James 2:23 quotes Genesis
which says, “Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness.” I provided our
teens with the following analogy: If you woke up tomorrow morning to find that someone you knew
deposited a trillion dollars into your bank account, your life would completely change. You would do
things to benefit yourself, your loved ones, and the world that you were never able to do before. You
would not just ‘sit’ on the money, you would invest it in ways that would change the lives of those
around you. In this same way, God deposited righteousness in Abraham’s ‘spiritual’ bank account,
and Abraham proved that this transaction had taken place through his willingness to sacrifice his
beloved son Isaac to God, who he had waited over 20 years to receive! Like Abraham, we received
our righteousness from God. We once were sinful, had no purpose and were spiritually bankrupt.
But once we believed in Jesus, God deposited Jesus’ righteousness in our spiritual bank accounts!
But we are not to just ‘sit’ on this righteousness, rather we are to share Christ’s righteousness with
the world, and not in word only, but also in deed!
I want to ask you: where is your heart during this pandemic? Are you afraid, fearing for your safety,
and for the safety of your loved ones? Let me encourage you to step out of your comfort zone and
find ways to creatively minister to those around you. Do not retreat but engage! Whether this is
indoors with masks on, outdoors in a lawn chair, or online; be with people! None of us know what
the future will hold, but no matter what, God is still with us! Our faith in God must overcome our
fear, so that the Gospel reaches Wayne and beyond! So, grab a mask, your favorite lawn chair, your
creative spirit, and the righteousness of Christ freely given to you so that you can “walk the walk” of
a Christian with your COS family! As for the Student Ministry team and Youth Group, we say to you:
“keep those high elbows coming brothers and sisters!”
Fran Veira, COS Student Ministry Pastor

"But we are not to just ‘sit’ on this righteousness, rather
we are to share Christ’s righteousness with the world, and
not in word only, but also in deed!"

MISSIONS AT COS
BY DEBRA G.

When we began the process with missions coach Matthew Ellison, I
didn’t know what to expect. I stepped out in faith and trusted that
God had a journey to take me on as an individual, and for our entire
church. The team of twelve people that have been working through
this process on behalf of the church have been deeply blessed by our
time together, both as we lean into Scripture and discuss what God
has for COS.
I have learned so much through this process, digging into Acts and
seeing some of the characteristics that the church had when they
first began reaching the nations. Through many sessions, the team
has thought about and discussed this unique body of Christ at COS
that God has richly blessed, and how we can be good stewards of the
blessings that He has given us. We have accomplished so much over
the many months of this journey, and while it’s not complete, we are
excited about how God has shown Himself to us and we are excited
about our future.
Early in the journey we had a brainstorming session, and like every
good brainstorming session, at the end of the time the walls were
covered in papers filled with ideas. As we started looking at them,
there were themes that emerged. After we highlighted these themes,
our coach Matthew, shared something with us that continues to stick
with me: over the years, as his organization has coached churches,
they noticed the same themes beginning to emerge among their
coaching clients. As they studied Scripture, they saw these themes
reflected in the church in Acts as well. This eventually led them to
develop the 7 keys that they go through in the Mobilized Church
workshop.
When the opportunity to invite the entire church to be a part of the
virtual Mobilized Church workshop came about, we jumped at the
chance. We wanted the church to be able to be a part of the journey
that God had taken our team on in a deeper way than just hearing
about the outcomes of the journey. So now, we invite you to be a part
of it with us!
Sunday, September 27th is the last day to register, so don’t delay!
I look forward to having you join me on the journey that God is taking
us as a church!
Debra G.
The Mobilized Church Workshop
Tuesdays, Sept 29 – Nov 17 from 7:30-9 p.m.

WHAT'S NEW AT COS?

NEW MEMBERS CLASS

Join us virtually on Saturday, November 14th from 9 a.m.-1p.m. by registering here.
The new member class is where you can take the next step in committing yourself to COS as your
family of believers. We believe that Church Membership is a wonderful privilege that we honor.
Learn about COS’s amazing history, vision, mission, doctrinal positions and church governance. This
class will also provide an opportunity for us to get to know you and your story with God.

OPEN HOUSE
We are excited to be hosting our COS Open House once again! Do you have friends, neighbors,
coworkers or family members who don’t know Jesus or don’t have a church home? Our Open
House is our intentional outreach where you can invite those in your sphere of influence to
experience a wonderful Saturday/Sunday at Church of the Saviour. Our kids, student, & adult
ministries will be reaching out on this special weekend! Join us on Sat., Oct. 31 & Sun., Nov. 1,
weather permitting!

FALL FEST

Fall Fest Outreach, will take place on Saturday afternoon, October 31. This will be a time for us to love our
kids and their friends. Please be praying for this outreach and watch your bulletins and visit our events
page for more information.

