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Reopening
In-Person Worship Services
BY PASTOR KEVIN
“…in humility value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the
interests of the others.” Philippians 2:3b-4

Dear Church of the Saviour family,
I am excited to let you know that at our Elder Board Meeting last Monday, the decision was made
to reopen our in-person worship services at 9:00 a.m. (traditional) & 10:30 a.m. (modern) on Sunday,
July 19. We cannot wait to be with you again!
What is guiding the Elder Board decision is a desire to facilitate fellowship while maintaining a safe
environment according to the best practices available. We want to prioritize valuing others above
ourselves, so we will follow Philippians 2:3b-4 by looking to the interest of our brothers and sisters
who will be attending, and those we will engage after our in-person services.
Outdoor services have been considered; however, we currently do not have the necessary
equipment to host them on a weekly basis. Additionally, because COVID-19 will be around for quite
some time, we need to figure out how to live in the new normal which includes worshiping indoors.
We will follow the recommended limitations by capping each sanctuary service at 250 people.
Livestream services will continue indefinitely, and starting on July 5, both services will be
livestreamed. As you can anticipate, the feel of the services will be different than pre-COVID and
even our current livestreams. So, please anticipate a change in our worship experience. We are
asking for your patience and cooperation as we reintroduce in-person worship.

REOPENING IN-PERSON WORSHIP
SERVICES CONT.
Here are the considerations for
reopening the Sunday Morning
Worship Services:
• An online and call-in registration will be
established; first-come, first served. We want to
create a system where people will not have to
be turned away at the doors.
• The church building will be thoroughly
cleaned and disinfected before and between
services.
• Special attention will be given to cleaning and
disinfecting bathrooms.
• Sanitation stations will be available.
• Posted signage will ask those with symptoms
not to enter.
• Entrance and exit will be limited to specific
doors only.
• Doors will be propped open to avoid touching
handles.
• Welcome teams will maintain physical
distancing.
• No consumables, such as coffee stations and
communion, will be offered. We will reintroduce
as soon as is practicable.
• Seating will be in every other pew, with 6 feet
between family units.
• Since singing spreads respiratory particles, it will
be limited and not what we did pre-COVID.
• There will be no printed bulletin and all
materials will be removed from the pews and
guest service centers.
• Offerings will be collected in boxes near the
doors outside the sanctuary.

•Congregation will be required to wear masks. If
you are not willing to wear a mask, we ask that you
join us online for our streaming services.
• Dismissal from the sanctuary will be row-by-row
starting in the back and working forward. All will
be reminded to maintain distancing.
•Those 65 and older or with underlying health
issues, anxieties, or concerns are asked to
prayerfully consider worshipping from home until
new CDC guidance is provided.
• Adult, Teen, and Children’s ministries will not be
operating.
• Children should always stay with their parents.
• Mom and Infant Room will be closed.
• Unused buildings on campus will be locked.
• Other worship options will be considered and
layered-in once we adjust to this new rhythm.
• We will continue to monitor the best information
available so that we can expand or retract our
practices in accordance with wisdom.

Our staff will have two practice openings so that we can work out kinks prior to July 19. This will allow us
to train our volunteers so that we can have the best experience possible.
Please be praying for all the variables that need to be addressed and for God’s wisdom in all things. We
are so looking forward to being together in-person once again. King David’s words are fitting; I was glad
when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD!”
In Christ's love,

On behalf of the Board of Elders
PS - I invite all of us to saturate our minds and hearts with this other-centered gospel approach, “… in humility value
others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.” Philippians
2:3b-4

Way, Truth, & Life
BY CINDY RUMSEY
I first learned it in French, when my family was serving as missionaries in the suburb of Paris. John 3:16 was the kids
club favorite verse, but close behind it came John 14:6, “Jesus said, I am the way, and the truth and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.” A simple truth chalk full of encouragement and guidance for young and
not-so young alike.
Teaching kids God’s Word has been my passion for most of my life. I first started serving as a Sunday School
teacher in my Dad’s church where I taught a lesson each week to one child, one important little boy filled with
potential and possibilities. Discipling kids need not be overwhelming - I have often said to myself, keep it simple,
meaningful, relevant, and fun. Do not compromise building relationships or sharing the Gospel or hesitate to go
deep when sharing Truth.
The Holy Spirit is the Teacher and will bring home to each heart what He would have them remember and learn.
That has brought freedom and perseverance in ministry. How many times has the lesson of the hour been exactly
what I have been wrestling through, what I have needed to live out for myself? The challenge has always been to
be authentic and vulnerable with the message shared, then to make it real for the listener.

Just for kids? Not so. John 14:6 has often brought me back to the basics of my faith, reminding me that my
Savior is here for this “scardy cat” and doubter. As He has been, so He will continue to reveal Himself as the
way, the One who will order my steps and direct my path into an unknown future, who will turn my “seas into
highways.” When the enemy whispers his lies, Jesus and His Word will be the truth to stand upon, turning my
darkness to light, the One to heal my mind and quiet my spirit. When sorrow and fears take my breathe
away, Jesus will breath life into my soul and remind me that He is fighting for me, that my future is hopefilled and good. He has conquered death and offers eternal life not just for glory days but each new day.
Kids need to know that Jesus is the Way, and the Truth, and the Life for their days. I need this reality for my
tomorrows as well. “We can afford to lose every possession we have except faith in the God of truth and love.”
(Craig Jutila) Jesus continues to pursue me, and you (Amen!). What of John 14:6 do you long for Jesus to share
more deeply with you today? He is near. He is yours for the asking!

Who Really Cares?
BY ROY SHIRLEY
This is a question that I have heard in various forms of wording over the past three months. As we are all isolated in
quarantine, people have felt vulnerable in many areas of life. Being without jobs to go to, and all the uncertainties of
what is coming next, leave us struggling emotionally and feeling compromised. There is a feared vulnerability from an
unseen foe that makes us vigilant in ways that accentuate our situation. Financial challenges are glaring; regular sickness
becomes scarier, and we can easily feel compromised.
Some of our “normal” questions of belonging become exaggerated as well. Most of us, since we are outside of Eden,
wonder in our brokenness if we really belong to a community that cares. “Where do I fit” is an underlying question for all,
that leads to an “I knew it” deep inside, along with the grief, depression, and the loss of our normal rhythm of life being
taken from us.
This is the reason that being part of a support system becomes essential, such as we have with our COS family. It does
not eliminate the grief and loss, anxiety about the future, and other questions entirely—but it can help! The Care Ministries
at COS have continued with compassion. Stephen Ministers and meals ministry have joined in serving the Give Help/Get
Help team for our Covid-19 response. GriefShare continued virtually through the early days of the pandemic; and
Financial Peace University is beginning a virtual summer session. Our deacons have continued to respond to needs in a
careful and generous way.

WHO REALLY CARES (CONT.)
It has been wonderful to see the creativity in the body of Christ to find new ways to do the
things that matter. And, in the midst of it, the real answer to “who really cares” is answered
in our relationship to God. Time alone and away from others gives opportunity for more
time with Him. His Spirit, who intimately indwells us as believers, is present every second of
our lives—and especially now as we suffer and wonder what is next. This gives us an
opportunity to deepen our relationship with Abba. To believe, experience and grow to
depend on that Presence permits a deepening of our awareness of Him, and an opportunity
to understand, for us, what it means to pray without ceasing.
We look forward to when we can be together again, to love and serve one another in
redemptive community. In the meantime, let’s not miss the gift available in intimate alone
time with God.

Prayer Line:

GIVE HELP, GET HELP:

Call our prayer line at 610-3792255. Members of our prayer team
are standing by. This is available
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
from 4:30-6:30pm, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 12-2pm, and
immediately following our 10:30
a.m. live stream worship service on
Sundays.

If you need help or would like to
volunteer, please go to the home page of
our website and check out our "Give
Help", "Get Help" pages. These serve as a
central hub for all the ways you can get
involved in helping out, as well as a place
for those who need a helping hand
during this challenging time.

