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CONSIDERATIONS ON REOPENING
Dear Church of the Saviour family,
As I reflect on my time in seminary, I regret that I did not take
the “Wisely Navigating Your Congregation Through the
Treacherous Waters of Worldwide Pandemics” class. Of course,
I say this tongue-in-cheek, but it does illustrate the point that
COVID-19 makes one feel like a novice guide, trying to steer a
novice group through class 5 white water rapids.
This season has been particularly challenging for all, and
extraordinarily challenging for others. Our hearts are soft

and heavy towards those who are isolated, vulnerable, without
work, struggling mentally & emotionally, financially devastated,
lonely, sick, and compromised. This is one of the reasons we
have reformatted our coswayne.org website. We hope that the
COVID-19 page that is filled with helpful resources will be a
blessing, as well as the Get Help and Give Help pages. If you
are going through a difficult time, please know that we, as a
church family, are wanting to step up and be a blessing to you.
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First, singing is one of the most dangerous ways to spread potentially infectious droplets. Just put your hand in
front of your face to see how droplets spew out when singing. Some of the most infectious places are nursing
homes, cruise ships and choirs! Singing will have to be done with masks over our faces if we want to be safe. Of
course, masks make it nearly impossible to sing.
Second, children do not do social distancing well. Many young moms and dads are going to be more excited
about “social bubbling” (or doing micro-sites – meeting with one or two families they know) rather than
dropping their kids off with strangers’ kids.
Third, spreading a few people over an entire sanctuary negatively impacts the overall worship experience. We
will consider reopening when the allowed numbers for gathering make sense both for health concerns and the
overall worship experience.
Fourth, policing social distancing and masking, does not make for a very worshipful environment. We cannot
guarantee full compliance to even minimal health standards.
Fifth, sufficiently cleaning in between services is not only extraordinarily challenging but it is potentially
dangerous for those doing the cleaning.
Thus, we are choosing a slower approach to reopening. But once we are at a point where our in-person worship
experience can be better than our online experience, then Church of the Saviour is planning on taking the
following actions:
Doors will be propped open to avoid touching handles.
Welcome teams will maintain social distancing.
No consumables, such as coffee stations and communion, will be offered.
Offerings will be collected in boxes at the door.
Children’s ministries will not be operating.
Every other row will be blocked off to make sure there is only 50% capacity.
If you are not willing to wear a mask, we ask that you not attend.
Sanitation stations will be available.
Platform personnel will not share microphones.
Posted signage will ask those with symptoms not to enter.
All individuals that fall within the high-risk groups as defined by the CDC will be encouraged to stay at home
and worship online.
We will continue to suspend any extra weekly in-person activities.
What we want to avoid is a situation such as the one in California where a non-symptomatic person exposed
180 people to the coronavirus at a worship service on Mother’s Day.
We are being cautious about the reopening process because we do not want any major setbacks. We want to
shepherd our congregation well, love our community in a tangible way, and not put a strain on our health care
system and our front-line workers. Please continue to pray for God’s wisdom for COS and know that we are
committed to resuming in-person worship once it is both reasonable and practicable. In the meanwhile, we will
continue to use every tool and platform available to continue regular church life through this very irregular
season.
Let us remember that while the building may be closed, the Church of Jesus Christ is always open. God’s Great
Commission for His Church has not been rendered inoperative during COVID-19! Let me sign off with the words
of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 1:8 which mirror my own feelings – God can testify how I long for all of you
with the affection of Christ Jesus.
Warmly, for the sake of the Name,
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We strongly encourage you to allow Church of the Saviour to be the hands and feet of Jesus
Christ. It is a blessing to us to be able to love our church family well during this season. And we know

that once you get through this spell, you too will be using your gifts and resources to be a blessing to
others at COS. This is how the Body of Christ is meant to function! As always, if someone you know at
COS is not able to access things digitally, please have them call the church office at 610-688-6338 (M-F
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.) as we stand ready to facilitate help. Please leave a message and your call will be
returned promptly.
I also want to thank those of you who have given generously since we started live-streaming our
services on March 15. We have held more-than-steady over this time in our operations and benevolence

(LIA—Love-In-Action) funds. For the cause of Christ, let us not only continue to do this, but may we
exceed our current levels of financial liberality! Now, our Missions fund is below our need. If you can give
an additional gift, over-and-above your normal tithe, it will allow us to continue to support our Global
Partners. Please prayerfully consider helping in this way—in view of the divine mandate we have to
proclaim Christ to all nations. Many of our Global Partners are ministering in areas that are much more
severely affected than we are in Greater Philadelphia.
As the Board of Elders and our Staff Team continue to think through plans on reopening, we want to
communicate what we are thinking and why we are thinking it.
1. Everyone is longing to be together to worship our Triune God and fellowship with one-another. We
are desperate for this day to come quickly! And although this is our heart’s desire.
2. We are going to take a slow approach to reopening; we are not planning on being the first church
on the Main Line to reopen. We want to make sure that you, our members and congregants, are safe
and that we model other-centered neighborly love to our community. We believe that wisdom
encourages us to monitor the reopening of other churches and other social venues to learn what
does and does not work.
3. The Elder Board and Staff Leadership are freely choosing to comply with the instructions that are
being given from infectious disease specialists and governing officials. We do not believe we are
being singled out as followers of Christ; if this were the case, then we would not conform. We do not
agree with some of the views on the internet that label COVID-19 as all hype and no substance.
Moreover, we find these views dangerous to public health and to the cause of Jesus Christ. We are
not afraid to open because of potential government retaliation, nor do we lack courage to be
appropriately defiant when that might be necessary. We choose to follow the best counsel available
to us, while acknowledging that many godly Christians (even in our own congregation) may hold
dissenting views on public health, herd immunity, and personal/national financial well-being.
4. The general principle we are following is that, we will reopen when our worship experience inperson can be better than our worship experience online. Numerous variables are being crunched in
the decision on when and how to reopen. Here are some factors that will negatively impact the
quality of our worship in the initial stages of a soft opening:
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The Ops Team is on the Move
By Stacey Sauchuk
I think we can all agree that these are crazy times.
Although our Church building has been closed, our
Operations Team has been hard at work. Our Housekeeping
Team has been disinfecting each building to make sure we
are ready to re-open with the correct protocol when the
time comes. We have been receiving mail and other
deliveries every day to make sure that church business
keeps moving along. Of course, our finance needs are not
on hold either – we are grateful to have an incredible
Finance Director who has been creative in the physical
aspects of her role, with proper social distancing of course.
Our grounds and maintenance team have been taking
advantage of this time to catch up on projects that do not
usually get addressed until the summer, painting, tree work,
landscaping, etc. And our Ministry Coordinators continue to
monitor the phones and email with a desire to be
responsive to our congregants in this difficult time. We pray
that we are effectively supporting you in the midst of this
season. Although the building is closed, God is at work and
so are we.

Someone Else’s Shoes
BY DEB G.
The saying “walk a mile in someone else’s shoes”
encourages us to think about what it might mean to
live someone else’s life, what their experiences,
challenges, and thought processes might be like. I
remember being taught to do this as a child, to try
and prevent fights with my younger sister. While it
may or may not have worked as a great parenting
technique, it is a great way to fodder our prayers.
Walk with me in someone else’s shoes:
A pastor in Turkey wonders how he will feed his
family. His church hasn’t been allowed to meet for 2
months, and that means that they haven’t collected
an offering in 2 months. The options for online giving
or mailing checks to their church do not exist.
A refugee in South Sudan continues to live in fear.
She has found relative safety in the 110,000-person
refugee camp, yet the camp now has someone that
has tested positive for COVID-19, and it is spreading

quickly. She has nowhere to go and has been
traumatized by war on top of battling malnutrition.
A farmer stares at his devastated crops while people go
hungry. In Kenya, Ethiopia, and other East African
nations, they experienced a locust outbreak that is the
worst they have seen in 70 years. It has deeply
impacted the food supply, and then COVID-19 spread
across the globe including lockdowns in these
countries.
The 27-year old college graduate in Saudi Arabia has
been observing Islam with his family and culture his
whole life, yet he has had so many questions about life
that he hasn’t been able to ask. During the lockdown
he has so much free time on his hands, he has begun
searching online for answers to these deep life
questions and has come across Christian material.
While all these individuals are imagined, the situations
are very real. There are missionaries around the world
meeting the needs of people in these situations and
many more. They are teaching about the virus and
proper hygiene, handing out food and providing
medical and nutrition care to refugees all while sharing
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the good news of Jesus, encouraging pastors and
following up with individuals that have found their
websites and social media campaigns to share
more about Jesus.
Sunday, May 31st is the International Day for the
Unreached. The unreached are people that have
not heard the good news of Jesus Christ. While our
hearts break for the many lives that have been lost
due to the pandemic, the number of people that
die every day without an opportunity to hear the
Gospel is estimated to be 50,000. Join us as we
pray for God to do a mighty work through this
pandemic that many will come to know and
experience our Savior Jesus Christ.
Luke 10:2 “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers
are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest field.”
You can learn more about these and other
situations from Mission Network News.
www.mnnonline.org
Debra G.
Global Outreach

RAISE UP OUR STUDENTS
BY ASHLEE GRAZIER
Proverbs 3:5-6- Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.

Wow, what a crazy few months it has been! Here at Church of the Saviour, we are making every
initiative to Glorify God by virtually making disciples of Jesus Christ in Wayne + beyond! As a graduate
student in my last semester at Cabrini University, it has been a bit unsettling to postpone a
rewarding time in my life such as graduation, but I understand God had other plans for this year. I
can only imagine what it is like for students who are graduating from 8th grade, high school, and
college who have yet to experience such a gratifying time that celebrates the fruit of their labor.
My prayer is for all students who will not get to experience those moments that create long lasting
memories, including prom, high school graduation, graduation/trunk parties, summer vacations,
freshman year of college, and so forth, due to COVID-19. Those experiences can be so formative.
Although it has been a trying time for everyone, God has given us a chance to slow down, spend time
with family, and build up our relationship with Him.
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Growing in our personal relationship with God will
provide so many things for us in this time. We will
have time to truly hear Him without the day-to-day
external distractions, better understand God’s
purpose for us, and time to love our families. Through
the uncertainty, it is important to lift our students up,
stay thankful for our health, and avoid leaning on our
own understanding.
Stay Blessed!
Ashlee Grazier
Ministry Coordinator

CONNECTING THROUGH STREAMING
During the past few months, many aspects of our lives have undergone a rapid change.
Everything from how we work, to simple tasks like purchasing groceries look dramatically
different now from how they did at the beginning of the year. Our weekly time of worship is
no exception; we have continued to hold services while protecting the safety of our
congregation by transitioning to streaming. While it can’t replace the experience of being
together in person, it has let us continue to worship and learn from God’s word even during
this time, and as the Media Arts Manager, I’m happy to have been involved in making that
happen.
COVID-19 has necessitated rapid adaptation here at COS, and our service format changing
from live to streaming happened in less than a week in early March. I, my volunteers, and the
Worship Arts team scrambled to create our first online stream after the decision was made
to cancel our live gatherings due to safety concerns. Being deeply involved in setting up the
technical side of things, all I could perceive were my own nerves as that first service
concluded. However, then the feedback and appreciation started pouring in, and we knew it
had been a blessing to everyone, which made the behind-the-scenes insanity of that first
week all worthwhile.
As the weeks have passed, we have tried to refine our process and make the stream even
better for all our members and guests who join us on Sunday morning. We have a core team
of dedicated volunteers Tom Murray, Rob Stanwood, Aaron Grewe, Deb Chen, Andrew
Anderson, David Palomino, to name a few, who have been working hard to improve every
aspect of the weekly stream. We are a church that believes in empowering volunteers to be
an active part of moving our mission forward, and we see this clearly in the efforts of our
audio-visual volunteers to bring the preaching of the gospel and the worship of our God to
Wayne and beyond via the livestream every week.
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CONNECTING THROUGH STREAMING (CONT.)
While we do not know how long it will be until we resume holding services in our sanctuary,
I hope you will be able to feel as connected as possible as you tune in every Sunday. Despite
some distance between us, there is still a simultaneous burst of worship as individuals and
families throughout the region sing along with us. There is still the simultaneous spiritual
nourishment of our congregation as the sermon is heard on phones, tablets and computers.
The virus has changed what our Sunday mornings look like, but it has not stopped what God
is doing at COS. We all look forward to returning to the church campus and seeing each
other’s faces, but until then, let’s keep working hard to stay connected. Stay safe, and God
bless.
Dave Rogel
Media Arts Manager

Pray & Connect

Prayer Line:

GIVE HELP, GET HELP:

Call our prayer line at 610-3792255. Members of our prayer team
are standing by. This is available
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
from 4:30-6:30pm, Wednesdays and
Fridays from 12-2pm, and
immediately following our 10:30
a.m. live stream worship service on
Sundays.

If you need help or would like to
volunteer, please go to the home page of
our website and check out our "Give
Help", "Get Help" pages. These serve as a
central hub for all the ways you can get
involved in helping out, as well as a place
for those who need a helping hand
during this challenging time

*Please note our Wednesday night corporate prayer is currently on hold until further notice.
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