
Remembering and Rejoicing!
D E A R  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  S A V I O U R  F A M I L Y ,

Psalm 42 

These things I remember as I pour out my soul: how I used to go
to the house of God under the protection of the Mighty One with
shouts of joy and praise among the festive throng.
 

Psalm 122 

I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of
the LORD."
 

These verses have an enriched meaning now, don’t they? This

COVID-19 season has shown us that absence from physically

gathering for worship does, in fact, make the heart grow fonder!

Like the Sons of Korah, those who composed Psalm 42, I

remember how I used to go the house of God. Like King David, 
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Staff Transition News
D E A R  C H U R C H  O F  T H E  S A V I O U R  F A M I L Y ,

author of Psalm 122, I will indeed rejoice with those who say to me – “Let us go to the house of the

LORD.” Although theologically, the “house of God” isn’t coterminous with the church building;

gathering with God’s people for worship happened at the Temple and happens in a wonderful way

for us at our physical facility at 651 N. Wayne Ave.

 

There is just something about being in Jesus’ presence with our brothers and sisters that feels like

“home.” I know this isn’t something only I am sensing, I am hearing it from many of you. I hear that

many of you are very thankful for the virtual connections we have available to get us through this

season; but this note of appreciation is almost always followed by “but I can’t wait until we can be

back together in person!”. I couldn’t agree more!

 

Until then, let us continue to draw close to our triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Let us

saturate ourselves in His Word and talk to Him regularly through prayer. Let us not forsake

gathering together virtually until it is safe for us to be back in person, face-to-face. Let us look for

ways to encourage one another with notes, phone calls, cards, texts, emails and video calls.

 

Won’t we rejoice when we can say together, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.”?!

The week leading up to our campus closure was difficult

for Drew Angus (Ex. Pastor), Stacey Sauchuk (Ex.

Director), and me (Sr. Pastor) for reasons unrelated to

COVID-19. Our beloved Student Ministry Pastor, Mike

Vieira, shared with Drew and me that after 10 years of

serving as the Student Ministry Pastor at COS, he was

sensing that God was calling him away from working

with teens. He shared that he had not started searching

yet but wanted to involve us in the process of

transitioning out. We love Mike and were/are very heavy

hearted over this news. However, we do trust his walk

with Jesus, so we let him know we will do anything we

can to help him transition into God’s next Kingdom

calling. Mike shared that no one else knew about this,

not even Shawn, so we asked him to wait on telling

others until we could formulate a transition plan.

Now, we thought to ourselves, fortunately we have Shawn Dean who can move right into the lead

Student Ministry Pastor position, but the next day, Shawn shared that he accepted an Assistant

Pastor position at a PCA church in Florida. As we processed this with Shawn, he indicated that he

had not shared this news with Mike yet. Shortly after this, both were made aware of each other’s

decisions. We then discussed Shawn’s end date, which will be Sunday, May 10th.



Drew, Stacey and I started working our networks immediately. We have found the quality of candidates to be much higher

through our networks than those we've received through online postings. To date, we have been encouraged by the high

caliber candidates who are interested in these two open positions! Our hope is to backfill Mike’s position first, and then

hire the associate position. We would love to have both a male and female on the Student Ministry Team. 

 

Normally, we would wait to announce Mike’s transition until his last couple of weeks at the church, because people

sometimes start withdrawing from relationship when this kind of announcement is made. However, we realized the optics

might cause confusion for parents and students. Many have voiced a desire that Drew, Stacey and I fully agree with—

namely, having both a female and a male on our Student Ministry Team. If we hired a new Youth Pastor first before Mike

left, and then brought him in, that might seem like we were tone-deaf to those who have asked us to consider hiring a

female on the Student Ministry Team. Thus, the optics of things could tell a different story than is actually the case. 

 

Thus, we felt the need to communicate both departures at the same time, so everyone was aware of why we were hiring a

Student Ministry Pastor first, who will be a male, rather than just immediately backfilling Shawn Dean’s associate position

since he is leaving first. Again, our hearts are in line with those who think the best case scenario for our Student Ministry

would be to have a Student Ministry Pastor, and then an associate position filled by another Danielle Volpert type of

person. Please pray, this hasn’t proven to be an easy position to fill with a quality candidate. Mike and Shawn’s goodbye

letters are included below, and we will post the positions online today, April 27th. The great news is that we have a few

really good candidates in process. We will also have a parents’ Zoom meeting on Thursday, April 30 at 7:00 p.m. An email

with a link will be sent out to parents from 6th-12th grade this Tuesday. 

 
Let me end by sharing that I am very sorry to lose two such outstanding men of God; but I know that healthy churches lose

great staff members to the Kingdom of God. We are so happy for the Vieiras and the Deans as they step into this next

season of life. They will be greatly missed because they are dearly loved. We look forward to hearing how Jesus is being

exalted and glorified through them to the ends of the earth. Well done good and faithful servants! 

 

Please be praying for COS as we look to hear who God is calling to fill Mike & Shawn’s positions. 

 

For Christ and His Kingdom,
 

 

 

 



Written by Mike Vieira and Shawn Dean
 

Dear COS Family ,

 

It is with heavy , but hope-filled hearts , that we

share with you today that God has called both of

us out of our roles in student ministry here at

Church of the Saviour . We have both loved being

a part of the COS family for many years and have

been so encouraged to see God working in the

student ministry in great ways . Our stories ,

calling , and reasons for moving on are different ,

but the timing for us both will be within a few

months of one another . This is a very bittersweet

decision for both of us . Although we are eager

about this next chapter God is calling us to , we

are also sad because we love the students ,

families , leaders , staff , and church family at COS .

 

We felt it beneficial to share both of our news at

the same time , although we are sorry to tell you

this on top of an already difficult season . The

dialogue and process began before the

coronavirus situation came to a head , but we

want to let you know that we are here to help

you process this transition . Please feel free to

reach out over text or email so we can continue

to disciple , process , and grieve with all of you .

 

Though we are both sad to leave , we have such

hope for the future of the Student Ministry and

of this church . We fully trust King Jesus , the

elders , senior leadership , the staff , the

congregants , and parents ; to continue leading

and shepherding the teens in this area .

Remember , the Student Ministry is not made

great by those who lead it , but rather by our

sovereign and almighty God who rules over it !

Below are messages from both of us , please read

as we individually share how God has been

leading us .

 

Mike Vieira & Shawn Dean

 

Dear Church of the Saviour Family ,

 

It is with tremendous sadness that I submit

my resignation as Student Ministry

Associate Pastor . Over the past 2½ years I

have witnessed God do incredible things

here at COS . From seeing the Middle School

Ministry grow , to experiencing powerful

Mission Trips , retreats , and baptisms . It has

been an honor to watch God work in

powerful ways through the lives of the next

generation .

 

LeeAnn and I will forever be grateful for our

time at Church of the Saviour . It was here

that we were married and began to serve in

ministry together . After LeeAnn and I

wrestled together through a sense of

calling , we heard and accepted that call for

an Assistant Pastor role at Pinewoods

Church in Pensacola , FL . We are excited that

this role enables us to live closer to my

brothers ’ families and to be more involved

in the lives of my nieces and nephews .

 

Saying goodbye under these circumstances

is incredibly difficult , and I want to say

thank you to the students , volunteers ,

parents , friends , staff and everyone that had

such an impact on LeeAnn and I ; I am

forever grateful . Although my last day is May

10th , we will continue to pray and support

all that God is doing at Church of the

Saviour .

 

In Christ ,

 

Shawn Dean

Letter's from Mike and Shawn
 

 Message from Shawn Dean:



Over the last 10 years , it has been a joy and privilege to work in the Student Ministry at Church

of the Saviour . From the start , my deepest desire was to create a place where God ’s Word and

Spirit could change hearts and lives . What a journey it has been ! The Lord has worked mightily

over the years , and it has been a blessing to see God pursue teenagers . I have come to know

and love the wonderful people at Church of the Saviour , they have become my family , and this

church is home to myself , Amber , Max , and Mia . Therefore , my heart is heavy as I move on to

the next chapter of my life .

 

After much praying , discerning , and processing , Amber and I have sensed for a while now that

the Lord wanted this to be my last year . This has been an open process with our leadership

team (Kevin , Stacey and Drew), who have shepherded us as we have sought God ’s will for my

future . I ’ve wrestled back and forth with God numerous times because I love my students , and

I love what I do . Yet , I have come to understand that God is preparing me for the next chapter

of my calling , and He is also preparing COS for a new chapter of leadership in the Student

Ministry . This decision has not come easy ; however , when God moves and calls , we have an

obligation to follow His leading .

 

I will be taking the next few months to explore and discern what and where God is calling me

to , and I covet your prayers . I also want you to know that I am fully committed to giving my all

in my remaining time at COS . Although I do not currently have a definitive last day , I will

further communicate when those details become clear . My hope and prayer is that God will

lead COS to the person of His choosing .

 

I want to say thank you to the students , parents , and volunteer leaders of the Student ministry .

Thank you for allowing me to be a part of your lives , I have learned so much from all of you .

You have become an important part of my life and I will miss everyone greatly . Please know

my time at COS will always be a season I look back on with praise to Jesus for all the

wonderful teens , parents , and friends and colleagues that God so mercifully placed in my life .

 

In Him ,

Mike Vieira

 

Message from Mike  Vieira



We know this season has been uniquely challenging, and we want to thank you for continuously

adapting with us, we really are all in this together. We want to let you know, that COS will continue

in our current rhythm until the Elder Board communicates otherwise. Staff leadership and the Elder

Board will continue to mold our response to this situation, drawing influence from the Governor. This

means our campus will continue to remain closed until we start to see changing responses on that

level. We want to make sure we are acting with the utmost wisdom and discernment, keeping our

church family safe and healthy, as well as connected.

 

Although our campus will continue to be closed, we are ever increasing our virtual engagement. We

have been so blessed to see the response from all of you in our live stream, social media, and virtual

group engagement. We want to let you know we will be rolling out a couple of new things on our

website, to streamline the way in which we engage with eachother. One of these initiatives will be 

Two COVID-19 Updates
A message from Church of the Saviour

our Give Help/Get Help pages. These will

serve as a hub for all of the things we are

actively doing to care for our community.

Whether you need help, or would like to

volunteer, we are very excited to roll this

out.

 

We will also continue to build out our

COVID-19 updates page, letting you know

all the ways that you can stay connected

and continue to spiritually grow. This

page, as well as our Give Help/Get Help

sections, will be live on Friday, May 1. Be

sure to go to coswayne.org!

Pray with us!
Join us for a weekly time of corporate prayer over zoom. We’ll be meeting Wednesday

nights from 7:30-8:15pm: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83506150310

Call our prayer line at 610-379-2255 - members of our prayer team are standing by. This is

available Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 4:30-6:30pm, Wednesdays and Fridays from

12-2pm, and immediately following our 10:30 a.m. live stream worship service on Sundays.

 


