
Missions March
Dear church family, 

 

As we prepare for Missions March, I am excited to see how God wants to build on our rich past,

as we lean into His plans with bold confidence for our future. Below, I have asked our Global

Outreach Associate,

Debra G., to share her heart as God opens this Acts 13:1-3 season here at Church of the Saviour.

 

Until all have heard,

 

 

 

I remember sitting down last fall and asking God for a vision as to what a missions emphasis at

COS could look like in the spring, as we are in this season of waiting on Him for the future. He

answered that prayer by reminding me of who He is, and who this church is. This is a church

that loves and worships God. A church that has faithfully given for decades to missions for the

purpose of advancing His Kingdom around the world. A church that has been through many

difficult situations, and yet remains faithful to our King. Our church is none of these things

without Jesus. He is the perfect One, the One that we worship, follow, and imitate.

 

As I reflected on these things, I thought back to what the early church did while they were in a

season of waiting. In the early chapters of Acts, the church waited. They stayed in Jerusalem.

After they received the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, they performed miracles, shared about Jesus,

and endured persecution. However, they were still in Jerusalem with other Jews. Acts 2:42 
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describes some of what the church was doing at this time: “They

devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to

the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 

 

We are in the middle of a journey, one that can be filled

with either expectancy and hope, or fear and trepidation. The early

church models for us how to live in the in-between; by dedicating

ourselves to the teaching of the Word, and gathering together for

worship and fellowship. Therefore, this March we are intentionally

turning our eyes toward Him with hopeful expectancy. We will

spend the month together, as a church, learning God’s heart for

the nations, from the beginning of time until today. We will dig

into the Word together daily, through the devotional, worship

together on Sunday mornings, and teachings from the Scriptures

about the Great Missionary God.

 

While we are waiting, we will celebrate! We will celebrate

God, His goodness, and His use of an imperfect church like COS for

His perfect plan. We may not know exactly what the future holds,

but the more we know God’s heart, the better picture we have of

the future He has for us.

 

As I think and pray over Missions March, I pray that we will

fall more in love with King Jesus and worship Him more. I pray,

from that overflow, our hearts will break more for the lost, for the

peoples, tribes, and tongues around the globe that have yet to

know Him and experience His amazing

love. May our love for God be so big, it cannot help but overflow

out into the world.

 

Debra G.
Global Outreach Associate

Missions March 
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Save the Dates
March  7 | WOW: All Women Church Event 

March  8 | Discover COS

March  8 | Open Registration for Community Groups

March 10 | Adult Fellowship Luncheon

March 14 | The Ripple Effect with Jackson Crum

March 22 | Q&A with Missions Coach Matthew Ellison

March 29 | Missions March Celebration Lunch

CONTINUED  



KEITH SWARTLEY & FRAN PATT: COS’S STORY OF MISSIONS

As we reflect on COS ’s great missions past , we

spoke with Keith Swartley and Fran Patt , who

have been involved with missions at COS since

the beginning . Fran Patt is the Operations

Director at Frontier Ventures , a strategic missions

organization . Keith Swartley developed the

course ,"Encountering the World of Islam”, which is

being utilized in 40 countries and six languages

and has trained over 25 ,000 people .

 

Involved from the Founding of COS
 “I grew up at COS , as my parents were one of

COS ’s 15 founding couples ,” reflects Keith . “I went

through the Awana program and attended

Strafford Elementary School , where COS had its

first Sunday morning services . While quite a

rebellious teenager , I came back and was

discipled by Rick Meade . Bill Hogan gave missions

a renewed focus in 1980 with the first COSMOS ,

and I learned so much , whilst being discipled by

Fran Patt . I went on one of the first youth missions

trips to Kenya in 1983 , where I became exposed to

Muslims , and worked side by side with Fran .

Training Christians to pause and hear God ’s heart

for all people is crucial . Responding to Muslims ,

for example , from that heart rather than

preconceived notions , then enables missions work

to move forward in friendship . Everything we do ,

is a group effort , which I first learned at COS ,

BY ROBERT RIMM

where my role included helping to shape the

Youth Ministry and subsequently as part of the

Missions Committee . It was great to see the adult

population adopt what was happening with the

Youth Ministry , which in turn , needed adult

guidance—an ideal symbiotic collaboration .”

 

Broadening the COS Missions Program
Fran—who joined the staff of Frontier Ventures in

1981—is a member of the COS Missions Leadership

Team and was an elder for 15 years . “I entered the

scene in 1981 after speaking with Pastor Bill

Hogan at COSMOS , and became very eager to

promote missions at COS . I volunteered with the

Missions Committee several years later and

worked with the Youth Ministry on their missions

program , which is when Keith and I began

working closely together . We made every effort to

broaden the COS missions program to influence

as many as we could . Most early missionaries we

supported were not from COS , but the focus

gradually became to send our own . We had a

strong missions training program , more than just

taking a class , but being hands-on mentors . Keith

and I started the wheels rolling , which became a

well-oiled machine by the mid- to late ‘90s . I ’m

really proud of the people who went into the

field , many of whom are still there today .”
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The decade of the 1990s had the most church ministries

involved in missions at some level, both staff and members.

In 1992, Fran stepped onto the elder board and remained

quite active at the COS leadership level for the next 12 years.

“Keith and I functioned as lay ministers working in the

missions program, taking on the role of missions leaders in

terms of designing systems and integrating missions at COS

along with the missions committee. The Perspectives class

also became a significant part of that process. The more we

involved children, teenagers, and those in college, the more

adults became aware and influenced in multiple ways.”

 

COS saw significant missions growth that grew, in part, from

the missionary team that was sent to Philadelphia, investing

in unreached people groups and making disciples who

eventually took the Gospel back to their homelands. Fran

and Keith saw how strategic sending short-term mission

teams to China, Indonesia and Turkey were different than

going across the border into northern Mexico or the

Caribbean. This

led to COS making the strategic and practical decision to

focus on reaching the unreached peoples from every tribe,

language, tongue, and nation, thus building up COS’s work

spread around the world. 

 

Confronting Challenges with a Heart for God’s Word
Keith shared some of the challenges they faced then, that

are still challenges today. “These included a heart-level

realization of how the gospel impacts what we aspire for our

children, a good hurdle for a number of families to go

through. Decisions about sending youth into the inner city in

West Philadelphia, for example, offered many of them a clear

sense of fulfillment, with huge leaps in their faith and

understanding. A number of parents were prompted to take

the Perspectives class at COS that their kids did.”

 

Fran recalls an area in which COS hadn’t previously broken

through: “I had called a dozen of the largest missions

churches in the Northeast, asking ‘what was the single

biggest hurdle to influencing the missional lives of

churchgoers?’ Their response: the senior pastor. We weren’t

able to get senior pastors or senior staff to preach on

missions, yet if congregants don’t hear it from the shepherds

of the church, it isn’t going to connect.”

 

Fran and Keith have been missions mobilizers for many years,

carrying closely with them the missions focus originally bred

at Church of the Saviour. “We’re interested in changed values

and cultures,” Keith shares, "using our lives in God’s service,

and having a Kingdom lifestyle. I measure success by the

people who’ve changed how they approach big life

decisions. COS remains a crucial catalyst, with its strong

Biblical teaching naturally leading to a continued deep

commitment and Involvement in missions.”

Fran also notes how missions has changed over the

years, seeing a significant move from traditional

missions to a more holistic approach. “The gospel

isn’t just about getting people ready for heaven, but

that the Kingdom of God is everything. There need

be more engineers, doctors, and people with skills

who add value to the world they’re working in.

People who know how to live the faith in their work

environment and see it as a natural way to

influence people for the Kingdom. How to engage

the congregation in understanding God’s heart for

the world in a continuous way is key. Pastor Kevin

Flannery and the elders are committed to doing

this with missions. This approach is fundamental, a

game changer. It’s the hurdle that wasn't really

jumped over previously and could have a huge

impact on the life of the congregation.” 

 

The Opportunities Ahead
Fran and Keith both make clear that the

multicultural environment in which we are

presently living represents an enormous

opportunity. “We can either ignore that world, or

intersect with it,” Keith acknowledges with the

understanding of first-hand experience. “One of the

greatest moments of joy in my life is simply hanging

out with people who don’t know the Lord as I do,

and I’m most often enjoying their hospitality. A skill

set that I see generally lacking in Christians is how

to effectively engage with people; sometimes we’re

afraid to share our faith in a gregarious and

winsome way. Really listening to people is another

vital aspect, where they’re coming from, what their

fears and hopes are. The Alpha course at COS is a

good example of how to do this, how to be an

evangelist with empathy and a clear sense of

mission. We must surrender our need to be right

and engage from the heart in meaningful

relationships with all people. I first learned that at

COS, which is currently more diverse than it's ever

been and great to see, it’s so helpful with

understanding and supporting missions work.”

 

March Missions 2020
"What Pastor Kevin is doing by having Missions

March this year is wonderful,” Fran expresses with

heartfelt gratitude. “It reflects COS’s faithful service

to missions over the past four decades and to all of

the purposeful opportunities that lie before us."

Psalm 96:1-3 readily comes to mind: “Sing to

the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.

Sing to the Lord, praise his name; proclaim his

salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the

nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples."
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Singing, for the people of God, is not something to be

taken lightly or cast aside as unnecessary. Singing is, and

should be, an essential expression of our faith, a vital

form of praise. God truly deserves our praise, God

repeatedly demands our praise, and God deeply desires

our praise. If we neglect to sing, we neglect a vital way in

which we are called and commanded to praise and

worship Him. We are called to sing because it is how

God created us!

 

The Psalmist sings in Ps. 139:13-14,

 

For You created my inmost being; You knit me together

in my mother’s womb.  I praise You because I am

fearfully and wonderfully made.

 

Singing is not merely a happy by-product of God’s real

intent, to make us creatures who can speak.  Our ability

to sing is fearfully and wonderfully made, and something

we were intentionally designed to do. In His perfect

creatorship, God has allowed for this sacred duty of

singing to be an enriching and meaningful experience

for us, a special means of engaging with Him and others. 

  

It’s a holistic practice that engages the whole being –

body, heart, and mind – and moves us in powerful ways.

 

From the bottom of our feet to the top of our heads,

every part of us, in one way or another, participates in

our singing. Posture, breath, phonation, tone, and

diction, are just a few examples of this. Studies show

that singing has numerous health benefits including the

relief of stress. Our minds are engaged as we judge

pitch, lyric, and ponder concepts and content. Our

feelings and emotions are moved deeply as music

carried truths sink into our hearts.

 

Some of you might be thinking as you read, “What if I
can’t sing?”
 

What is really meant when we say we can’t sing, is “the
sound that comes out of my mouth when I try to sing is
not what I was hoping for", but whether we or others

have declared that we can’t sing, nothing can be further

from the truth. The truth is that if you can speak, you

can sing. 

Singing & the Life of the

Church

Brothers & Sisters,

 

We are called to be a singing people.  

 

Psalm 5:1-2

 Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
    let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
 Let us come before Him with thanksgiving
    and extol Him with music and song.
 

Eph 5:18-20
Instead, be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one
another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the
Spirit. Sing and make music from your heart to
the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father
for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
 

We see the command and exhortation to sing

quite consistently throughout all of Scripture. 

When surveying the history of the church, it is full

of examples of the people of God singing together

when they gather. Christians are to be a singing

people, yet the truth is, that we all too easily

become a mouthing-along-with-the-words kind of

people.

 

BY ANDY LENKO

Keith Swartley & Fran Patt:

COS’s Story of Missions

Join COS as we seek to maximize our Kingdom

impact by looking back to our great missions past,

looking around to all that is happening now,

looking forward to all God wants to do, and

looking up to Him as He shapes our vision for

missions. How indelibly blessed we are with our

dear brothers and sisters at COS and throughout

the world to sing, to proclaim and to declare

together—united in service to God and ever-

grateful recipients of His grace.
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VAN ANNOUNCEMENT
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SINGING & THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

We are so excited to announce our new Church of

the Saviour van! Funds for this 15-passenger van

were generously given by a member family at COS

who felt convicted by the mission of

ReachInternational, and wanted to help the church

be able to provide transportation for international

students. With all the colleges and universities

right here in Wayne and beyond, this gift enables

us to reach the nations among us in a new way. We

are so grateful for God’s provision, through the

generosity of His faithful servants. We cannot wait

to see all the fruit it will bear!

Here are 3 important things for us to take to
heart:
 

1. God designed you to sing and gave you everything

you need to sing, as well as He wants you to.

 

2. He’s far less concerned with your tunefulness,

than He is with your integrity.

 

3. Christian singing begins with the heart, not the

lips.

 

Our wrong notes, questionable tone quality, or

misplaced rhythms, are washed in the blood of the

Lamb and covered in grace, therefore being

pleasing to God our Father. In the words of Keith

and Kristyn Getty, “While we may have choirs and

worship teams within our churches made up of

voices who have expertise and ability, the

congregation of a church is the ultimate choir, and

it is without auditions – everyone can be in it and

should be in it” (Sing, p.3).

 

So, the next time we gather as a congregation and

sing, may we be inspired to joyfully lift our voices

with those around us and sing from our hearts to

God. Let's give thanks to God the Father for

everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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