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With a friend, your family or in your small group, discuss the following questions. 

1. Why do you think the pursuit of our happiness can be in conflict with our Christian faith 
at times? In what ways have you seen the value of happiness promoted in our culture?  
 

2. Look at the five main beliefs of Moralistic Therapeutic Deism (MTD);  
• A God exists who created and ordered the world and watches over human life on 

earth. 
• God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other as taught in the Bible 

and in most world religions. 
• The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself. 
• God does not need to be particularly involved in one’s life except when God is 

needed to resolve a problem.  
• Good people go to heaven when they die.  

Discuss each one and the way they agree or disagree with what you believe as a 
Christian.  

 
3. Why is the fact that Jesus was fully divine and fully human a difficult concept for us to 

grasp? Why was the fact that he “gave up his divine privileges” (Phil. 2:7) a supreme act 
of humility? Why is it so important that Jesus was without sin? 
 

4. Why is sin so devastating to our relationship with God? What was the solution offered by 
God for sin in the Old Testament? What was the solution in the New Testament? 

 
5. What does it mean to you that Jesus’ death wasn’t all about us? His death wasn’t a 

sacrifice to us but to God to appease God’s anger at humanity.  
 

6. Have you received the gift of salvation that is offered to you, through faith in Jesus? How 
and when did you receive it? What does repentance mean to you? Why does confession 
and repentance need to be a continual part of our lives even as Christians? 

 

Prayer and Action Item 
Pray for one another out of the key points that were discussed. Invite God to give you a greater 
understanding of what you believe and why you believe it. Read through statements #3 and #4 
of what North Park believes as a church and ask God to give you clarity and faith to hold these 
statements as your belief as well.  

Statement #3 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, was born of the virgin Mary, is truly divine and truly human, 
yet is without sin. 
 
Statement #4 
Jesus died in our place, reconciling sinful humanity to God, and offers salvation as a gift received by 
faith.  


