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With a friend, your family or in your small group, discuss the following questions. 

1. Have you ever wondered what it would be like if Jesus was here with us today in the 
flesh? What questions would you ask him? What would you hope to hear him say or see 
him do? 

2. What do you make of Jesus’ words to his disciples found in John 16:7, telling them that it 
is good that he is going to leave, because then the Spirit will come? Do you agree with 
the idea that God’s presence, through his Spirit truly is better? Why or why not? 

3. Take some time to reflect on the word PRESENCE. Is it difficult to be fully present to the 
important people in your life? In what ways do you sometimes ‘check out’? 

4. Throughout the Bible, there are many examples of God drawing near to humanity. What 
examples from scripture can you think of where God was actively and tangibly present in 
people’s lives? 

5. The Spirit has been described as the personal presence of God. In what ways, if any, do 
you think you have experienced the personal presence of God? What helps you to 
recognize God’s Spirit, and to notice the Spirit at work in you, through you, or in those 
around you? 

6. In what ways would you like to experience God’s presence that you haven’t before? 
What steps do you think you could take to try to be more attentive to God’s presence? 

7. Have you gone through times in your life where God seemed distant or absent? Looking 
back, do you think there are ways that God’s Spirit was at work that you couldn’t see at 
the time? What might have made it difficult for you to perceive God’s presence at that 
time?  
Or, if you are in a season now where God feels far away, in what ways might God be 
working in your life? What might be limiting your ability to recognize God’s presence 
with you?  
Is it comforting to know that even when you can’t feel it, God is with you? Why or why 
not? 

Prayer and Action Item 

Pray for one another out of the key points that were discussed. Pray that you would experience 
an ever-deepening understanding and awareness of God’s presence in your life. 


