
Points to Ponder 

Sunday, February 7, 2021 

Finding Meaning … In a World Chasing the Wind 

Looking for Hope in the Face of Death: Ecclesiastes 8-9 

 

With a friend, your family or in your small group, discuss the following questions. 

1. Are you comfortable thinking about death? Talking about death? Why or why not? 

2. Ecclesiastes 8:14 says, “There is something meaningless that occurs on earth, the 

righteous who get what the wicked deserve, and the wicked who get what the righteous 

deserve.” If this sparks a memory for you (or a death or tragedy that you heard about), 

share the story. How did you respond? 

3. Do you find that you are able to be honest with God about your grief and pain and 

anger, or do you feel like he expects that maturity only takes the form of contentment 

and joy?  

4. We are “profoundly mutual, interrelated and embedded in other persons” (Ross 

Hastings)—this is the good way that God made us. We experience grief when someone 

dies because grief is a function of our good and healthy attachment to people and it’s an 

expression of our love. How does this explanation resonate with you? 

5. If you’re up for it, take a break and watch a fascinating 6-minute explanation of the book 

of Ecclesiastes! Google The Bible Project Ecclesiastes or see: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeUiuSK81-0  

6. Fear, obey, judgment. These are three words that at first glance seem to have no place 

in a discussion of finding hope in the face of death. And yet, they do. How can these 

aspects of our relationship to God lead us to hope, in terms of how they are understood 

in relation to God’s grand narrative? (Hint: an aspect of the fear of God includes a 

recognition of his sovereign rule and reign; and the idea of judgment includes a longed-

for picture of God setting things right) 

7. Theologian NT Wright says, “People who believe in the resurrection, in God making a 

whole new world in which everything will be set right at last, are unstoppably motivated 

to work for that new world in the present.” What can you do today, this week, this month 

to participate in the new kingdom that Jesus inaugurated when he was raised from the 

dead? 

 

Prayer and Action Item 

If someone you know has experienced the death of a loved one in the last year (or 

experienced the death of a significant relationship), reach out to them and ask how they’re 

doing and be prepared to listen, keeping in mind our calling to share in each other’s sufferings 

and carry one another’s burdens.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VeUiuSK81-0

