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Revelation 1:9-20 (NIV)

Revelation 1:9-20 (NIV)

Revelation 1:1
The 7 Churches

Historical Context

Ephesus Smyrna Pergamos Thyatira Sardis Philadelphia
Laodicea

The messages of the churches were written for the
people of God in _____ ___.
It covers the ______ _______ of the ___ _________
______ from the _____ ______ of Christ to His
______ ______.

Revelation 1:1
The 7 Churches

Historical Context
Ephesus Smyrna Pergamos Thyatira Sardis
Philadelphia Laodicea

Asia Minor became the symbolic imperial
highway
of time
along the route the church traveled in
history.

Revelation 1:1
The 7 Churches

Background

Ephesus Smyrna Pergamos Thyatira Sardis Philadelphia
The background
of
the
city
and
its
Laodicea

environment
along with the living and working habits of
the
various social societies, added rich color to
the
historical picture of our world.

Revelation 1:1
The 7 Churches
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What was the price of popularity?Effect of Apostasy
Brotherly Love and Compromise
Note: In the development of the church during the first three periods,
notice how she
became popular and the cost of that popularity.

Revelation 1:9-20 (NIV)

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
Rev 2:8-11(New Living Translation)
8 "Write this letter to the angel of the church in Smyrna.
This is the message from the one who is the _____ and
the ____, who ___ ____ but is ___ ____:
9 "I know about your _________ and your ______—but
you are ____! I know the _________ of those ________
you. They say they are ____, but they ___ ___, because
their _________ ______ to _____.

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
Rev 2:8-11(New Living Translation)

First and Lost
Jesus said “First-before you know what I know-I want to
tell something about Myself. I want you to know who I am.
“I am “the First and Last, who was dead and has come to
life
“As the first and last” I have _____ ____ ____, and I am
the ____ of _______.

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
10 Don't be afraid of what you are about to
_____. The _____ will ____ some of you into
______ to ____ you. You will ______ for ___ ____.
But if you ______ ________ even when ______
____, I will give you the _____ of ____. 11
"Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the
Spirit and understand what he is saying to the
churches. Whoever is __________ will ___ __

Revelation 1:1
Historical Context
The Hurting church
______ ________ was one of the first Century
____-______ _______. Caesar required Polycarp
to _______ ___, but he _______ at the ____ of ___
____. He was ______ at the _____.
_________ __________ the ______ ______ of church
history from AD ___-___, the time ___________.

Revelation 1:1
Historical Context
The Hurting church
The Smyrnean Church was forced to worship in
secret.
They faced poverty, ridicule, abuse, persecution,
mob violence, public view poisoning,
imprisonment, suffering, and death.
It was a hard place to be a Christian in Asia.

Revelation 1:1
Historical Context
The Hurting church
This period of history taught us that trials that
come between ourselves and Christ will inevitably
divide us from Him, but if Christ is on one side
and our trials on the other, the trials will push us
closer to Him.
We need, endurance and persevere that is
developed through, trials, pressures and sorrows.

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
They say they are ____, but they ___ ___, because their
_________ _______ to _____.
In Smyrna, the large Jewish synagogue
__________ the __________ from the ____, inciting
the government to _________ the _________. The
Jews _______ the Christians of ___________
because when the Christians met for their _________
_______, others heard that they would “eat flesh” and
“drink blood” as part of their worship.

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
Rom 2:28-29(NKJV)
28 For he is not a Jew who is one _________, nor is
____________ that which is _______ __ ___ _____; 29
but he is a Jew who is ___ ________; and circumcision is
that of the _____, in the ______, not in the ______; whose
______ is not from ___ but from ___.

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
Rom 9:6-8(THE MESSAGE)

6 Don't suppose for a moment, though, that God's Word has
malfunctioned in some way or other. The problem goes back a
long way. From the outset, not all Israelites of the flesh were
Israelites of the spirit. 7 It wasn't Abraham's sperm that gave
identity here, but God's promise. Remember how it was put:
"Your family will be defined by Isaac"? 8 That means that Israelite
identity was never racially determined by sexual transmission, but
it was God-determined by promise.

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
Gal 3:29(NKJV)

29 And if you are Christ's, then you are
Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the
promise.

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
John 3:3-6(New Living Translation)
3 Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, unless you are born
again, you cannot see the Kingdom of God." 4 "What do
you mean?" exclaimed Nicodemus. "How can an old man
go back into his mother's womb and be born again?"
5 Jesus replied, "I assure you; no one can enter the
Kingdom of God without being born of water and the
Spirit. 6 Humans can reproduce only human life, but the
Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life.
.

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
Christ Counsel
Rev 2:9-10(New Living Translation)

9 “_ ____ about your _________ and your _______—but you
are ____! I know the blasphemy of those opposing you. They say
they are Jews, but they are not, because their synagogue belongs
to Satan. 10 ______ __ ______ of what you are about to ______.
The devil will throw some of you ____ ______ to ____ ___.You
will ______ for ___ ____. But if you remain faithful even when
facing death, _ ___ ____ you the _____ __ _____.

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
Tribulations
Historical context

Mostly all the Roman emperors during the first two centuries of
the church, persecuted the Christians, but ten of them were
profoundly recognized.
____, ________, ______, _______, _______, _________,
______, ________, ________, *___________

* Worst

Revelation 1:1
Looking into the Message
Christ Counsel
(2 Corinthians 8:9).
The word for _______ means __________ to the
point of being _______ and _______ _________ that
you will even get _______ ____. It’s the same word
used to describe what Jesus chose for us. “You know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, though he was
____, yet for your sake he _______ ____, so that you
_______ ___ ______ _____ ______ ____”

Revelation 1:1
Outline Message To The Church

Who wants to be part of this
church?

Revelation 1:1
Outline Message To The Church
James 1:9-15(New Living Translation)
9 Believers who are ____ have _________ to _____ about,
for ___ has _______ ____. 10 And those who are
____should _____ that ___ has _______ ____. They will
fade away like a little flower in the field. 11 The hot sun
rises and the grass withers; the little flower droops and
falls, and its beauty fades away. In the ____ ___, the ____
will ____ ____ with ___ of their ____________.

Revelation 1:1
Outline Message To The Church
12 God blesses those who _________ ______ _______
and __________. Afterward they will receive the _____ __
____ that God has ________ to those who ____ ___. 13
And remember, when you are being tempted, do not say,
“___ __ ________ __." God is _____ ________ __ __
______, and __ _____ ______ ______ ____.

Revelation 1:1
Outline Message To The Church
14 Temptation

comes from our ___ _______,
which ______ __ and ____ __ ____. 15 These
desires ____ _____ to ______ _______. And
when sin is _______ __ ____, it gives _____ __
_____.

Revelation 1:1
Historical Context
Rev 2:10(New Living Translation)
You will suffer for ten days.
Num 14:34(THE MESSAGE)
34 You scouted out the land for _____ ____; your
__________ will be a ____ ___ ____ ___, a _____-____
________ to serve for your sins — a long schooling in my
displeasure.

Revelation 1:1
The Promise
Rev 2:10,11(New Living Translation)
I will give you the crown of life.
Whoever is victorious will not be harmed by the
second death.

Revelation 1:1
The Promise
In the athletic contests so common in Smyrna were
Placed on the victor’s head, only short lived. But the
Christians Crown is an everlasting glory and honor.

1 Peter 5:4(NIV)
4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the crown of glory that will never fade away.

Revelation 1:1
The Promise
1 John 5:4-5(THE MESSAGE)
4 Every God-begotten person conquers the world’s
ways. The _____ that _____ the _____ __ ___ _____ is
___ _____. 5 The person who ____ out over the
world's ways is simply the one who ________ _____ is
the ___ __ ___.

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum or Pergamos (Height)

Meaning
and Significance
(elevation)
1. In the firstModern
century,(Bergama)
it was the Roman Asian
Capital.
2. It stood on an elevation of 1000 feet high
perfect for natural defense and being
impregnable.
3. Built by Aeolian Greeks in 1150 B.C.
4. Greeks this city up to be the center of
intellectual life

Revelation 1:9-20 (NIV)

Revelation
1:1
Meaning and
Significance

5 Its library contained some 200,000 books, second
only to Alexandria, Egypt.
6 Parchment for writing started in Pergamum.
7 Kings used to hide their money there.
8 Polytheism reigned in Pergamum

9. The city had temples for Zeus, Athena,
Dionysus, Asclepios, and of course, the Roman
emperor!

Revelation
1:1
Meaning and
Significance

Revelation
1:1
Meaning and
Significance

(Zeus was considered the supreme god of Olympus.
Athena was the daughter of Zeus and goddess of
wisdom and military victory. Dionysus was the son of
Zeus, the god of vegetation. _________ was the god
of ________ and _______.)

This was the home of _____, the ______
______ of
the _______ _____. (Anatomy & Physiology)

Revelation
1:1
Meaning and
Significance
What important symbol do we have today
that
came from that time period?

Revelation
1:1
Meaning and
Significance

The ___ of ________ and _______, Asclepios, ____
people from all ____ the _____ to be healed of their
infirmities. Think of it as a combination of the scientific
Mayo Clinic and the miraculous healing town of Lourdes,
France! The ______ of _________, still used by the
medical community _____, was a ______. People referred
to the god Asclepios as the “______.” How would the
_________’_ ______ stand in contrast to the famous
serpent savior of Pergamum?

Revelation
1:1
Meaning and
Significance

________ was the _____ ____ to have ______ _______ of
the _____ _______ ____. This included a ___________
that each year, for every citizen in the province to have to
______ before the _____ ___________, offer _______ in
_____ of the _______ and say, “______ is ____” in order to
receive a ___________ of _______ as a ________. Since
everyone had to do this, the levels of enthusiasm would
vary.

Revelation
1:1
Meaning and
Significance
No doubt, many people just went through the motions so
they wouldn’t cause any problems or be singled out as a
problem. Would Christians go through the motions of
bending the knee to Caesar and calling him “Lord” or would
they refuse and face the consequences?

Revelation
1:1
Meaning and
Significance

When the ________ of the province would pass through
the city, a person ________ a _____, ___-_____ _____
would ____ in _____ of him to _______ his _________.
How can a person survive as a Christian in Pergamum?
How much should you fit in? At what point do you fit in so
well that you no longer would be labeled a Christian?

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

The
Compromising
Rev. 2:12-17(New Living Translation)
Church
12 "Write this letter to the angel of the church in
Pergamum. This is the message from the one with the
sharp two-edged sword: 13 "I know that you live in the
city
where Satan has his throne, yet you have remained
loyal to me.You refused to deny me even when Antipas,
my faithful witness, was martyred among you there in

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

The Compromising
14 "But I have a few
complaints against you.You
Church
tolerate some among you whose teaching is like that
of
Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up the people
of Israel. He taught them to sin by eating food offered
to idols and by committing sexual sin. 15 In a similar
way, you have some Nicolaitans among you who follow
the same teaching.

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

The Compromising Church

16 Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly
and fight against them with the sword of my mouth.
17 "Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit
and understand what he is saying to the churches. To
everyone who is victorious I will give some of the
manna that has been hidden away in heaven. And I will
give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be
engraved a new name that no one understands except
the one who receives it.

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

The throne of Satan

The word “______” means (____ __ _________).
Matt 19:28(NIV)
28 Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal
of all things, when the ___ __ ____ ____ on his
________ ______, you who have ________ __ will also
___ on ______ _______, _______ the twelve tribes of
Israel.

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

The throne of Satan
The word “Throne” means (Seat of
Authority).

This also meant that the city was a stronghold of
both pagan religious life and emperor worship.
“__________

_______ ______”

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

The throne of Satan
The word “Throne” means (Seat of
Authority).
History reveals that when _____ captured ancient

Babylon, many of their _______ _____ and made
their _________ in ________.
It was here they _____________ their
__________ _______ and made the _____ of
Pergamos the _____ ________ of their ________.

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

The throne of Satan
The word “Throne” means (Seat of
Authority).
In the year 133 B.C. when the last of the priest kings died,
_______ ___ ____ both his _____ and ________
_______ to the ______.
___ _____ later ______ became not only the _______
but also _________ _______ of the ________ of the
empire. Then he passed these divine honors he ______
____ to his __________.

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

The throne of Satan
The word “Throne” means (Seat of
Authority).
These honors were later assumed by the _____, the
_______ ________ of Papal Roman.
Pergamos become the __________ ____ between the
___ _______’_, the _______ and the ______.
Even though the followers of Christ were in an
____________ of _____, yet this was no reason for
them not to be true to God.

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

The throne of Satan
The word “Throne” means (Seat of
Authority).

Antipas
A faithful servant of God refused to
follow these practices and he was place
inside a brazen bull which was heated
red hot and burned him to death. His
life ended with praise on his lips to

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

Christ’s Reproof
I have something against you.

The Church accepted the doctrines of Balaam
and the Nicolaitans.
Numbers 22:21-23, 31 Numbers 25:4-9 Numbers 31:8

Balaam led the Children of Israel into apostasy

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

Christ’s Reproof
I have something against you.
1. Balaam is here represented as the prototype of
all corrupt teachers.
2. He bartered his religion for wealth and honor.
3. Balaam-Hebrew
4. Nicolaitans-Greek

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

Christ’s Reproof
I have something against you.
The Priests of the paganized Christian church
________ religion for ____ __________ and
___________ for
_______ ____. This makes God’s house a house of
___________. Evidently the whole church developed
the _______________ of ________.
The (_____ ______)

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

Christ’s Reproof
______
Rev 2:16(KJV)
16 ______; or ___ I will come unto thee quickly, and
will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.
The message to those in Pergamum is that those who fit in
and follow the local governor and his sword will find that
Jesus will fight against them with a sword coming out of his
mouth. He will fight against you.

Revelation
1:1
Rev 2:17(New
Living
Translation
)
Pergamum
17 "Anyone with
ears
to hear must listen to
The
Promise
the Spirit and understand what he is saying
to the churches. To
everyone who is victorious I will give some
of the
manna that has been hidden away in
heaven. And I
will give to each one a white stone, and on
the stone will be engraved a new name that

Revelation 1:1

Pergamum

The Promise
Manna
First of all they will receive the hidden manna.
Instead of food offered to idols, they will feast on
the “bread of angels” (Psalm 78:24-25).
Stones also served as admission tickets to
public festivals and assemblies. Some people
marked good days with a white stone.

Jesus Changes Everything

John 12:32 N L T
32 And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will
draw everyone to myself."

