Structure of the Sermon on the Mount
(Matthew 5:1-8:1)

I: Inclusio (Latin: a shutting off, confinement) - a description of a passage of Scripture in which the opening phrase
or idea is repeated, paraphrased, or otherwise returned to at the close. It serves to set the limit of a text or section
of a text or theme. There are three Inclusios: 5:1-2 with 7:28-8:1; 5:3-16 with 7:13-27; 5:17-20 with 7:12. They
serve to move us into and out of the main section of the Sermon— which focuses on the true righteousness of God,
the righteousness of the kingdom.

FRAMEWORK
5:1-2 7:28-8:1
THE SITUATION THE REACTION

I. “And seeing the multitude he went up into a mountain...”

LEADING IN/LEADING OUT
5:3-16 7:13-27
INTRODUCTION CONCLUSION
I. “..kingdom of heaven...”
5:3,10; 7:21

[5:3-10 3RD PERSON 7:21-27]
[5:11-16 2ND PERSON 7:13-20]

INTROIT/CONCLUSION
5:17-20 OF THE MAIN SECTION 7:12

I. “...the law and the prophets...”

MAIN SECTION
5:21-48 6:19-7:11
Correction (Antitheses) Clarification
The Interpretation The Implications
of the Law & Prophets of the Law & Prophets

59 Lines in each section
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TRUE RIGHTEOUSNESS
BEFORE GOD

THE LORD’S PRAYER
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