
HEAR IT: Listen to the Text and Discover the Truth 

Introduction: 

Two major events dominate the 23rd chapter of the Book of Acts, each of 
which threatened Paul’s life — the Jewish Council (23:1-10) and the Jewish 
Conspiracy (23:11-35).  But it is a single verse between these two events 
that should catch our attention and shape our understanding of the entire 
chapter. For in the heat of the moment — while the threats against his life 
were all around him — Paul is comforted by the presence and promise of 
Jesus.  May we not lose sight of this timely and tender reassurance as we 
consider the events of chapter 23.      

READ OR REVIEW THE PASSAGE: ACTS 22:30-23:35. 
Use this morning’s notes to assist in answering the discussion questions.  

 HASH IT OUT:  Look into the Text and Develop the Truth 

BIBLICAL NARRATIVES:   

Pastor spent some time addressing the larger context of biblical narratives 
themselves, and their unique genre (category of literature) as a means of 
communicating God’s truth, as well as some of the common storylines found 
in biblical narrative.  
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“But on the night immediately following, the Lord stood at his side and said,  
‘Take courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem,  

so you must witness at Rome also.’” 

—Acts 23:11

Courage in the Crosshairs 
Heartened by the Presence and Promise of Jesus

HAMMER IT HOME:  Live the Text and Do the Truth 

PRAYER REQUESTS: 

HIDE IT IN OUR HEARTS:  Linger in the Text and Let it Dwell Richly 
“But on the night immediately following, the Lord stood at his side and said, ‘Take 
courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to My cause at Jerusalem, so you must 

witness at Rome also.’” 

—Acts 23:11



Review the three common storylines that were identified this morning 
(provided below as well as in your notes) and take a few moments to see if you 
can identify some Old Testament narratives that reflect these storylines: 

   • Common Storylines in Biblical Narra2ves: 

1. Wai0ng for God to show up. 
2. Wondering if God will show up. 
3. Worshiping because God did show up. 

One of the larger storylines of the Old Testament surrounds the theme of God’s 
promise.  We saw this especially highlighted in the Genesis storyline 
surrounding the patriarchs.  But there are some parallels between this larger 
storyline and our current storyline involving Paul in Acts 23. Note the two 
below and discuss how they relate. 

• OT Narra2ve: The promise of God is placed at risk and the faith of God’s 
people is put to the test.  And as the storyline unfolds, we witness the power 
of God to intervene and the providence of God to superintend. 

  
 • The Current Storyline in this Narra2ve: 

• God will accomplish His purpose [for Paul] and no one can stop it.  The crowd 
can’t stop it. The council can’t stop. The conspirators can’t stop it. 

While neither the council nor the conspirators could ultimately stop God’s 
purpose for Paul of taking the gospel to Rome, they certainly tried!  The next 
few questions take us through those two efforts. 

    1. THE TURMOIL OF THE DIVIDED COUNCIL  (22:30-23:10) 

1. According to 22:30, why was Sanhedrin gathered and under whose 
authority were they operating? 

2. This is Paul’s second defense of five, but it is also his most brief defense, 
at least in terms of what we are given.  The opening of his defense is an 
exchange that involved the high priest:  

a. Who was the hight priest at the time and what do you remember 
about him? 

b. Why did he react to Paul’s statement as he did, instructing Paul to be 
struck on the mouth? 

c.  What was Paul’s verbal response to being struck?  Do you believe that 
he was out of line by his response?   
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d. What may be some reasons as to why Paul does not appear to 
recognize the High Priest?  And do you remember the Old Testament 
passage to which Paul refers in verse 5 upon learning his identity?  

e. When Paul begins again to address the Council, he identifies himself 
as a Pharisee, and presents “the hope of the resurrection” as the 
reason for his trial.  As a result of this statement, significant 
dissension happens.  Why did Paul’s statement garner such a 
response? 

   2. THE THWARTING OF THE DEADLY CONSPIRACY  (23:12-35) 

The Roman Commander, Claudius Lycias, not only doesn’t get the answers he is 
looking for from the Council, he is now confronted with a new challenge—a 
conspiracy that has come to his attention. 

1. How many men were involved in this plot, whose approval did they seek, 
and what commitment did they make to express their commitment?  

2. How and by whom was the plot discovered?  Were you surprised when 
you learned this part of the story?  

3. Upon learning of the plot, what did the Commander do?  Describe his 
strategy to get Paul to Caesarea.  How many soldiers/guardians were 
involved? Does it seem like overkill?  What does this say about this 
commander and his understanding of the importance of his mission?  

  3. THE TIMING OF THE DIVINE COMFORT  (23:11) 

At the heart of this narrative is verse 11.  It is the reason that Paul ultimately 
survived the Council and arrived safely to his next destination in Caesarea.   

1. Discuss the timing of this comfort.  When did it come, and how 
important would it have been to Paul at this point in the story and why?  

2. This is the only occurrence of the verbal exhortation, “take courage”, 
outside of the Gospels.  In the Gospels, it is Jesus who says this, except 
one time (Mark 6:50) where others tell the blind man to take courage 
because Jesus told them to call him.  What is this significance and how 
encouraging do you think this was to Paul? 

3. The concluding statement that personalized the storyline is below.  
Discuss its importance for us as well as Paul: 

• God is with me where I am, and one day I will be with Him where He is. And 
because I know where my journey will end, it doesn’t maRer where my 
journey may go.  And wherever that may be, I will strive to live for Him and 
tell the Story that cannot be stopped. 
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