HAMMER IT HOME: Live the Text and Do the Truth

Sunday, February 21, 2021

In the closing lines, David addresses the LORD as His Rock and His Redeemer,
and expresses his strong desire that both the meditations of his heart and
the words of his mouth would be pleasing to God. This petition is a fitting
end to this Psalm and an appropriate prayer for us tonight. Before going
to prayer, discuss this closing verse and any other final reflections on this
psalm.

Grow. Give. Go.

PRAYER REQUESTS:

From the Heavens to the Humblest Heart
The God Who Speaks

“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
Be acceptable in Your sight,
O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.”
—Psalm 19:14

HEAR IT: Listen to the Text and Discover the Truth
Psalm 19 is a psalm of descriptive praise. Majestic in its composition, it is
both familiar psalm and a favorite psalm of many. It inspired Issac Watts
great hymn, “I Sing the Mighty Power of God.”
I sing the mighty pow'r of God
That made the mountains rise
That spread the flowing seas abroad
And built the lofty skies
I sing the wisdom that ordained
The sun to rule the day
The moon shines full at His command
And all the stars obey (verse 1)
And while the opening stanza focuses upon God’s general revelation (the
World), the second addresses His special revelation (the Word), with a third
and final stanza that is a response to that revelation and its impact upon
the heart of man (the Worshipper).

HIDE IT IN OUR HEARTS: Linger in the Text and Let it Dwell Richly
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
Be acceptable in Your sight,
O LORD, my rock and my Redeemer.”

—Psalm 19:14

READ PSALM 19:

HASH IT OUT: Look into the Text and Develop the Truth
Use the outline from this morning to walk through and discuss this psalm.

1A. THE WITNESS OF GOD ABOVE ME: (V. 1-6)
• BEHOLD, THE GLORY OF GOD!
“The heavens are telling of the glory of God;
And their expanse is declaring the work of His hands.”

a. The present creation, though it is cursed, corrupt and crying out in
anticipation of its future deliverance (Romans 1:18-23; 8:19-22),
clearly, convincingly and continually declares the glory of the God.
“…because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it
evident to them. 20 For since the crea8on of the world His invisible aBributes, His
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood
through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.” (Rom. 1:19-20)
b. Divine revelation, not human speculation, is the basis for truth.

1. The opening verse provides a dramatic declaration, presenting the
majesty, might, and mystery of God revealed in creation. Discuss how each
of these three are presented in the opening declaration and throughout the
first stanza.

“…For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks,
but they became fu8le in their specula8ons, and their foolish heart was darkened.
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,…” (Rom. 1:19-20)

2A. THE WORD OF GOD TO ME: (V. 7-11)
• BEHOLD, THE GOODNESS OF GOD!

2. There are two groups of 6 lines that follow (v. 2-4a; and v. 4b-6). The first
group provides an explanation of God’s revelation in the heavens. The
three descriptions Pastor used this morning to describe God’s revelation
in creation were: nonstop (v. 2), nonverbal (v. 3), and nonpartisan (v. 4a).
Look again at these verses and discuss these descriptions.
“Day to day pours forth speech,
And night to night reveals knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there words;
Their voice is not heard.
Their line has gone out through all the earth,
And their uBerances to the end of the world.”

3. The second group of 6 lines in this opening stanza provides a specific
illustration. ( 4b-6). Why do you think David chose the sun to serve as his
primary exhibit?
“In them He has placed a tent for the sun,”
Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber;
It rejoices as a strong man to run his course.…”
4. In summarizing this section, we were reminded of two truths that are also
affirmed in the Book of Romans. Review and discuss their implications for
faith and evangelism.
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5. God’s covenant name, Yahweh (LORD), takes center stage in the second
stanza. Why the change as the subject moves from general to special
revelation? What is its significance?
6. The Psalmist presents six parallel statements (v. 7-9) on the nature of
Scripture. Each line provides a designation, description (what it is) and
design (what it does).
a. Collectively, what its the impact of this repetition and presentation?

b. Individually, what line or lines is particularly significant to you and
why?
7. The later half of this stanza (v. 10-11) expresses the David’s desire for and
delight in God’s Word. How highly does David prize God’s Word? How
should this challenge and impact us?

3A. THE WORK OF GOD IN ME: (V. 12-14)
• BEHOLD, THE GRACE OF GOD!
7. Having opened with God’s revelation in the heavens, David concludes with
the impact of God’s revelation on his own heart. (v. 12-14) He addresses
the God’s ability to deal with our hidden sin and deliver from the hold of
sin. Spend some time discussing the importance of this “heart” work.
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