Home Group Questions

1. Think of a time in your life where you experienced a real sense of community. What was it like?

2. Read Acts 2:42-47. Imagine you lived in a world without any Christian church. If you suddenly found yourself in the kind of community described in this passage, what would your reaction be?

3. Acts 2:42 is often viewed as laying down the pattern for Christian community: teaching, fellowship, bread-breaking, and prayer. Do any of these seem foreign, confusing, or difficult to you? How might you grow in the areas where you feel weakest?

4. Read Acts 4:32-37. In the passages we have read, the church is described as a place that provides safety. What could your home group learn from this example? 

5. We know from Acts 2:46 that these believers didn’t necessarily sell their homes (since they were meeting in them). But some did sell extra property to support the ministry of the apostles and provide for the needy among them (see Acts 4:34). What are some ways we can we express this kind of common life and bond with other Christians, materially and otherwise?

6. Acts 5:1-11 records the story of Ananias and Sapphira, a couple that sold a piece of property and kept back some of proceeds while being dishonest about the amount. They were struck dead for "lying to the Holy Spirit" (Acts 5:3). Why do you think their offenses were so grave? What effect does dishonesty have on our experience of Christian community?

7. What are some habits you could form to help foster a sense of community within your relationships with other believers?

8. What is your biggest takeaway from this week’s message? How will you apply it moving forward?
