
The 
Hilltop Holler

CHRISTMAS 2021

Merry Christmas from the Schneiders!
It’s amazing how much things can change in a year.  This time last 
year, we were rejoicing at the birth of our healthy baby boy; and 
this year, we’re still rejoicing for a wonderful, healthy family!  We 
are blessed beyond measure.  This year, our family enjoyed keeping 
the tradition of making a trip to select our freshly cut Christmas 
tree the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  The kids all enjoyed hanging 
the ornaments, and the littlest one enjoys trying to remove them.  
The older girls along with mom and dad are embracing the joys 
and challenges of homeschooling while the little ones make their 
best attempts to distract us from the task at hand with cute antics 
and crossing development milestones.  Over the last year, we’ve 
learned so much about compassion.  As we take a look away from 
ourselves and toward those we seek to serve, we’re reminded that in the day and age in which we live 
our work is vitally important!  Our hearts ache for some of the circumstances our campers face on a 
regular basis.  This causes a heart of thankfulness for his care for us and provokes a prayerful heart for 
these young people.  We’re looking forward to seeing God at work in our lives and in the ministry of 
Trail Ridge in the coming year!  We hope you’ll come out and join us!

It has been an incredible year getting to live and work here at Trail 
Ridge Camp.  I have loved seeing God at work in our campers lives, 
and knowing that what He has begun, He will perform until the day 
of Christ.  This summer I was studying in Ephesians, and chapter 
2:12-13  struck me like  never  before.   “That  at  that  time ye  were 
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers  from  the  covenants  of  promise,  having  no  hope,  and 
without  God  in  the  world:  But  now  in  Christ  Jesus  ye  who 
sometimes  were  far  off  are  made  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ.”  
Aliens.  Strangers.  No hope.  Without God.  But now in Christ 
Jesus - made nigh.  What wonderful assurance that we can be near 
to God because of Christ’s shed blood.
Have a Merry Christmas!  - Cynthia Larson
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MORE HILLTOP HOLLER, PLEASE! 
To receive the latest Hilltop Holler every quarter, visit 
www.TrailRidge.org  to  sign  up  for  either  the  email 
version  or  print  version.   If  you  don’t  have  internet 
access, feel free to call the camp office at 608-489-3810 
to be added to the mailing list.

Merry Christmas from the Aldrich Family!
Our year has been full of both blessings and challenges, but none 
greater  than welcoming our  little  boy  Hunter  to  our  family  in 
March.  He has such a fun, joyful personality that keeps growing 
right along with him every day, and we’re so looking forward to 
experiencing Christmas through the wonder-filled eyes of a child, 
especially  as  we  continue  our  tradition  of  visiting  a  local 
Christmas lights display.  As we adjusted to parenting and being a 
family of  three,  as  well  as  having our first  full  year of  summer 
camp since marriage, we’ve learned so much this year about grace, 
flexibility,  and  the  importance  of  putting  Christ  first  in 
everything.  2021 also brought its trials by having us say goodbye 
to two dearly loved grandfathers on each side of our family, but 
we’re so thankful for the comfort of God and the promise we’ve been given of an eternal reunion at 
Christ’s feet.  We’re looking forward to what the Lord has in store for us in the next year, both as a 
family and in the camp ministry!

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Bethany!
This year has brought so many new and exciting experiences to life.  
I’m about to complete one year at Trail Ridge as an intern, and it’s 
been a wonderful year.  I’ve learned and gained new skills in many 
areas, such as maintenance, housekeeping, and programming.  I am 
so thankful to be working with a staff that loves Christ and how 
they continually point me back to Him.  Throughout the year, the 
Lord has been teaching me how to truly be still.  I so enjoy going 
on walks at sunset and thanking God for the day and using it as a 
time of reflection on Who He is.  It’s time that I get away from the 
craziness of life in camp to really just meditate.  I think that’s why 
I love Christmas so much,  because it  is  a  time of  reflection on 
Christ’s birth and a season of giving.  One of my favorite Christmas 

traditions is going over to my aunt and uncle’s house on Christmas Eve.  We always have a bunch of 
hors d'oeuvres, play games, and enjoy each other’s company till late at night.  I’m so excited to extend 
my internship for another term and look forward to meeting more people this upcoming year at camp!
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