Join Kid's Grove at Common Ground Church
as we explore how far God’s Love Reaches!

July 20th - 24th

“For this is how God loved the world: He gave
his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes
in him will not perish but have eternal life. God sent
his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to
save the world through him." John 3:16-17

Kid’s Grove
At-Home World Expedition
July 20th - 24th

God’s Love Reaches
Explorers will seek the depth of God’s love by
learning how God’s love reached different people
throughout the Bible and how God’s love still reaches
people today by meeting missionaries who are
serving God in different places around the world.
Day 1: God’s love reaches the Earth- Genesis 1:1-31
Memory verse: Genesis 1:31a
Day 2: God’s love reaches me- Mark 10:13-16
Memory verse: Psalm 139: 14a
Day 3: God’s love reaches my neighbor- Luke 10:25-37
Memory verse: John 13:34
Day 4: God’s love reaches the lost- Luke 15:11-32
Memory verse: John 3:16-17
Day 5: God’s love reaches forever- Matthew 28:16-20
Memory Verse: Psalm 136:1
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Welcome!
Welcome to Common Ground Church's 2020 Virtual Vacation Bible School (VBS): At-Home
World Expedition!
It’s been a hard year with many changes and challenges in light of COVID-19, but we still
wanted to make sure every Kid in Kid's Grove and beyond knows that God's love reaches
EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE!
This packet serves as a reference/guide for helping to make the most of your At-Home World
Expedition. All of the videos are available on our church website (www.commongroundcov.org)
and on our church's YouTube page (see email from Pastor Emily for link). Because everything is
online this year, you can feel free to move through the experience at your own pace to get the
most out of this experience. Make sure to post the Memory Verse pages somewhere where
you can see it to help you memorize it. For additional information about each day's Activities,
as well some additional activities to do, please visit our Activity Appendix/Optional
Activities at the end of this packet.
We would love it if you took pictures of you and your family engaging with the At-Home World
Expedition and share it with us! Please send any pictures you have to Mrs. Joy
at children@commongroundcov.org. We will be having some special drawings for prizes for
those who send in pictures, and we are planning to make an end-of-the-summer photo book,
so make sure to submit some pictures!
Lastly, we wanted to thank everyone who helped make this VBS possible: our missionaries,
everyone who helped film for stories/activities, and our Director of Media, Josiah, who weaved
it all together! Thank you all!
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out Mrs. Joy or Pastor Emily:
Mrs. Joy: children@commongroundcov.org
Pastor Emily: pastoremily@commongroundcov.org
We look forward to hearing how God's love reaches in this At-Home World Expedition - and
beyond!
Blessings,
Joy Pace-Allen, Director of Children's Ministry
Pastor Emily Wickstrom, Associate Pastor of Student Ministries
Pastor Troy Nichols, Senior Pastor
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Grab your
Passports Let's Go!!!

Don't forget to stamp your passport
with each place we visit!
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Albania Passport Stamp

The rest of the Passport Stamps
are in a separate PDF with the
Passports. There is one for each
Country we are visiting
throughout the week - plus some
extras for your own expeditions!
5

Day 1: God's Love
Reaches the Earth
Missionary Spotlight

Bible Story

Memory Verse

Activity

Julee and Dave Schoch in Albania

Genesis 1:1-31 (Creation Story) read by Mrs. Kaylee
Genesis 1:31a - "God saw all that he
had made, and it was very good."

Craft with Pastor Emily
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Day 1: Memory
Verse
"God saw all that he
had made, and it was
very good."
- Genesis 1:31a
7

Day 2: God's Love
Reaches Me
Missionary Spotlight

Bible Story

Memory Verse

Activity

Andrea and Delrick Boyd in New
Zealand
Mark 10:13-16 (Zacchaeus Story) read by Mrs. Susie
Psalm 119:14a - "I praise
you because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made"
Cooking with Ms. Jasmin
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Day 2: Memory
Verse
"I praise you because
I am fearfully and
wonderfully made."
- Psalm 119:14a
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Day 3: God's Love
Reaches Your Neighbor
Missionary Spotlight

Bible Story

Memory Verse

Activity

Carolyn and Jeffery Stoker in
Cameroon
Luke 10:25-37 (Good Samaritan
Story) - read by Ms. Debora
John 13:34 - "A new command I give
you: Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love one
another."
Game with Pastor Troy, Cyriah, &
Tron
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Day 3: Memory
Verse
"A new command I give
you: Love one
another. As I have loved
you, so you must love
one another."
- John 13:34
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Day 4: God's Love
Reaches The Lost
Missionary Spotlight

Patty and Lisandro Restrepo in
Mexico

Bible Story

Luke 15:11-32 (Lost Son Story) read by Pastor Ben

Memory Verse

Activity

John 3:16-17 - "16 For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world through him."

Science Experiment with Mrs. Joy
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Day 4: Memory
Verse
"16 For God so loved the world that
he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life. 17 For
God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but to
save the world through him."
- John 3:16-17
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Day 5: God's Love
Reaches Forever
Missionary Spotlight

Bible Story

Memory Verse

Activity

Ruthie and Peter Dutton in
Thailand
Matthew 28:16-20 (The Great
Commission) - read by Pastor
Bryant
Psalm 136:1 - "Give thanks to
the Lord, for he is good.His love
endures forever."
Craft with Mrs. Amanda
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Day 5:
Memory Verse
"Give thanks to
the Lord, for he is
good.His love
endures forever."
- Psalm 136:1
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Activity Appendix
Day 1

Activity: Craft - Flower Pot
Items you will need:
Flower Pot kit (found in your adventure pack)
Seeds (found in your adventure pack)
Glue and/or tape
Potting soil
Water
Instructions: Watch video with Pastor Emily for step-by-step
instructions.

Day 2

Activity: Cooking
Items you will need:
7 Blackberries
14 Blueberries
7 Apple
7 Mango Chunks
7 Pineapple Chunks
7 Green Grapes
7 Strawberries
7 wood skewers
Recipe: Fruit Skewers
On a wooden skewer thread one blackberry, apple, mango,
pineapple, green grape, strawberry, and two blueberries.
Continue until complete and enjoy!
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Activity Appendix
Day 3

Activity: Game - "God's Got the Whole World"
Items you will need:
Inflatable globe (found in your adventure pack); a beach ball
could work too
Space to move around
Instructions: With family members, lightly hit the ball up in the air
passing it to one another. Your goal is to see how many times the
ball gets hit without the ball touching the ground. If the ball does
touch the ground, you are to start over with counting.
Extra Challenge: If you would like to make this game more
challenging, add the rule that one person cannot hit the ball
consecutive times.
Less Challenge: If you would like to make this game less
challenging, instead of hitting it back and forth, you can hit it and
allow the participant to try and catch it.
Tips:
All people can count out loud together
See if you can set a goal number
Laugh a lot and have fun!
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Activity Appendix
Day 4

Activity: Jesus Cleans - Science Experiment
Items you will need:
3 see-through containers (Mrs. Joy used 3 glass vases)
Bleach (adult, gloves, and proper hand washing practices when
handling bleach)
Water
Food coloring (a few drops wil do - you don’t need a whole lot)
Something to stir the food coloring so it mixes with the water
(Mrs. Joy just used a butter knife)
Instructions:
1) Fill the "Jesus" jar with half water, half bleach
2) Fill the "Sin" jar with water and dark food coloring
3) Fill the "You" jar with water
4) Pouring the "sin" water dilutes the food coloring, and vice
versa

Day 5

Activity: Craft - Bracelet Making
Items you will need:
Bracelet-making kit (found in your adventure pack)
Instructions: Watch video with Mrs. Amanda for step-by-step
instructions.
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Optional Activities
Crafts

Day 1

Painted Jar Planter
Supplies needed: adult, clean and dry jar, spray paint (or any preferred
paint medium), optional - pencil and paper for sketching, paint markers (or
any other preferred medium), soil, and seeds or small plant
Step 1- In a well ventilated area, spray paint your jars with the help of an
adult.
Step 2 - Sketch out designs on some paper before deciding on a few
designs.
Step 3 - Use paint markers to draw on the chosen designs. Allow to dry
completely.
Step 4 - Once your jars are dried, the planting fun begins. It helps to add
soil to a bowl and use a scoop/spoon to easily add the soil in the jars.
Step 5 - Plant seeds or small plant (like a succulent) to jar.
Step 6 - Water and watch your plant grow, just like God watches you grow!
Have your own fun ideas of what you could turn into a planter? Share your ideas and
creations with us!
https://www.hellowonderful.co/post/12-ADORABLE-PLANTERS-KIDS-CAN-MAKETO-GET-THEM-EXCITED-ABOUT-GARDENING/
Paper Plate Earth - He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
Supplies needed: paint (can also use markers, crayons, or colored pencils),
glue or tape, colored paper (for heart and hands), pencil (for tracing
hands), scissors (for cutting out heart and hands)
Step 1 - Paint (or color) a paper plate green and blue (like Earth)
Step 2 - Cut out and attach paper heart to the middle of your world.
Step 3 - Trace hands on colored paper, cut out, and then attach to Earth,
as if the hands are holding Earth.
This craft reminds us how God loves and created our world and everything in it.
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Optional Activities
Day 1

Science Experiment
Creation - Bouncy Balls
Supplies needed: borax, cornstarch , white or clear school glue,
warm water, 2 cups (Labeled “Borax” and “Ball”), food coloring
and/or glitter (optional)
Step 1- In the “Borax” cup, dissolve ½ teaspoon of borax powder in
2 tablespoons of warm water. Add food color to get your desired
color.
Step 2 - In the “ball” cup, add 1 tablespoon of glue.
Step 3 - Add ½ teaspoon of the “Borax” solution to the “Ball” cup.
Add 1 tablespoon of cornstarch but do not stir. Allow the
ingredients to work together for about 15–30 seconds.
Step 4 - Stir the solution together until it becomes too difficult to
stir. Take the mixture out and knead and mold until it is a ball.
Bible Story Connection: God Created the World (Genesis 1:1–2:23)
Connection Point: In this activity, kids will get to create a ball. God
also created a great big ball, the earth! God created a beautiful
world, and kids can choose how they create their ball.
Conversation After the Activity:
What connections do you see between making our bouncy
balls and how God created the earth?
Will our bouncy balls last forever? Will the earth last forever?
Do you think that God was creative in the way that He made
the earth? How?
https://kidsministry.lifeway.com/2014/11/06/science-experimentsbouncy-balls-creation/
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Optional Activities
Day 2

Creative Project
God Made You Unique

Follow the directions to decorate a person as unique and special as God
created you to be!
Hair:
If your favorite dinner is pasta, give yourself yellow hair.
If your favorite dinner is pizza, give yourself black hair.
If your favorite dinner is chicken nuggets, give yourself brown hair.
If your favorite dinner is something else, give yourself rainbow
hair.
Nose:
If you have no pets, give your person a green nose.
If you have a dog, give your person a blue nose.
If you have a cat, give your person a purple nose.
If you have a pet that is different from a dog or cat, give your
person a yellow nose.
If you have multiple pets, give yourself an orange nose.
Mouth:
If your favorite dessert is ice cream, give your person a pink
mouth.
If your favorite dessert is cake, give your person a red mouth.
If your favorite dessert is cookies, give your person an orange
mouth.
If your favorite dessert is something else, give your person a
purple mouth.
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Optional Activities
Day 2

Creative Project
God Made You Unique

Follow the directions to decorate a person as unique and special as God
created you to be!
Eyes:
If your favorite time of year is Spring, give your person blue
eyes.
If your favorite time of year is Summer, give your person brown
eyes.
If your favorite time of year is Winter, give your person green
eyes.
If your favorite time of year is Fall, give your person one green
eye and one brown eye.
Clothes:
Give your person an outfit that represents your favorite color and
favorite clothes to wear.
If you like to wear hats, give your person a hat.
If you like to wear basketball shoes, give your person basketball
shoes.
If you like to wear sandals, give your person sandals.
If you like to wear jewelry, give your person jewelry.
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Optional Activities
Day 2

Creative Project
God Made You Unique
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Optional Activities
Day 3
Creative Project
Kids can write or draw a picture of how they can serve those
around them in practical ways within their context and life.
Discussion Question: What are ways that God has specially
made you to serve your neighbors?

Game
Create your own “Kind Samaritan” board game - or use this one!
https://djbni.uk/2019/good-samaritan-board-game/

Recipe
Apple Granola Wedges: Ready in 15 minutes - Makes 12 wedges

Ingredients: 3 apples, 1 1/4 cup of granola, 1 cup of nut butter of
choice
Step 1: Cut apples into 6 wedges, wash and pat dry.
Step 2: Put nut butter in a small bowl and granola in small
bowl.
Step 3: Dip wedges into nut butter then dip in granola . Make
sure the apple wedges are covered in granola.
Step 4: Serve immediately.

24

Optional Activities
Day 4
Game
Find the Lost
Supplies needed: family to play with and places to hide
Steps:
Play Hide and Seek.
Have Fun!

Recipe
Strawberry and Watermelon Smoothie: Prep in 10 minutes,
freeze for 4+ hours. Makes 8-10 servings.
Ingredients: 3 cups of cut watermelon, 1 cup of frozen
strawberries
Supplies: Measuring cups and blender
Step 1: Blend watermelon and strawberries until smooth
Step 2: Pour into cups, and enjoy!
Tips: Add blended smoothie to a popsicle tray molds or
plastic cups and add popsicle sticks. Freeze for 4 hours+ to
enjoy smoothie popsicles.
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Optional Activities
Day 5
Creative Project
God's Love is For All

Supplies needed: Use your creativity with paint, crayons,
colored pencils, markers, pencils, or stickers if you paint
or draw a picture on canvas or paper. Can also be
created electronically. Stories can also be hand written
or typed.
Draw a picture, make a painting, or write a story to give
to someone that would could share with them
something that was learned about God’s Love.

Recipe
Chocolate Smoothie: Ready in 5 minutes. Makes 2 servings.

Ingredients: 2 tbs. Cacao powder, 1 Avocado or banana, 1
cup milk of choice, Whipped cream (optional)
Supplies needed: Measuring utensils and blender
Step 1: Blend cacao, banana or avocado, and milk until
smooth.
Step 2: Pour in the cup and add whipped cream if
desired.
Step 3: Enjoy!
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Optional Activities
Craft

Day 5

Craft Stick Bracelet:
Supplies needed: adult, tea kettle or pot to boil water in, heat safe
bowl or like container, popsicle craft sticks, drinking glass, materials
for decorating
Step 1 - Boil some water and pore into heat safe container to and
soak the craft sticks in the hot water for 30 minutes or so. Carefully
pick out one and try bending gently to see if it’s pliable enough. If not
leave them to soak for a bit longer, emptying out the water and
replacing with freshly boiled water.
Step 2 - When the sticks are soft enough to bend without snapping,
it’s time to very gently mold the stick between your fingers into a
curve, continue manipulating to expand the curve.
Step 3 - Gently bend the popsicle stick into a glass. Remember to use
a glass that has an opening the size you want your bracelet to be
around - think about who’s wrist this will be on as you are choosing
which size glass to utilize.
Step 4 - Leave the glass to dry, near an open window or fan my help it
to dry. Let dry at least 12 hours (overnight).
Step 5 - Once your popsicle stick is dry, carefully wiggle out of glass
and do a happy dance!
Step 6 - Decorate your bracelet for yourself, or for someone else! You
can use paint, tape, fabric, string, markers, etc. Use that creativity!
http://www.playideas.com/25-beautiful-diy-bracelets-kids/
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