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JAMES E. BLACK FINISHES THE RACE 
 

Rev. James E. Black, 75, of Bluefield, WV, went home 
to be with his Savior on Sunday, April 26.  Jimmy was 
licensed with the Appalachian Conference in 1968 and 
ordained in 1971.  Married to Rev. Connie Graham 
Black, they pastored several churches in the 
Appalachian Conference, including Rolfe, Baker’s 
Chapel, White Sulphur Springs and St. Paul.  He is 
survived by his wife Connie, a daughter and two sons.  

A celebration service is planned for Saturday, May 16, at Voice of Praise 
Worship Center in Bluewell, WV.  Jimmy will long be remembered for his 
faithfulness to the Word and his love of people. 
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        Preston Mathena 

Camp Meeting 2020 Notice 
I want to extend my thanks and appreciation to all of our pastors and churches. You 

have worked diligently to continue to provide ministry to your congregations and 

communities during this time of extreme difficulty. I want you to know how proud I am 

of you. When faced with Covid-19, you adapted, pulled together, made quick 

transitions, became inventive and developed new means of outreach. I rejoice with you 

in the reports that I am receiving, the souls that are being saved and the impact you 

are having for the Kingdom of God. 

We have been receiving questions in regard to what will happen with Camp Meeting 

this summer.  Out of concern for our people, after much prayer and discussion, a 

tentative date for a modified Camp Meeting 2020 has been set for August 5, 6, and 7, 

with Inspirational Conference on August 8. 

We are continuing to monitor guidelines for the State of Virginia, along with West 

Virginia, Tennessee and Kentucky, as well as Federal and CDC requirements. We 

know, and ask you to understand, that with changing guidelines and regulations, even 

this decision may have to be changed. Our hope is to have a definitive decision by mid-

June. 

Know that I continue to pray for you and your congregation daily and that the 

Conference office is here to assist in any way that we can.  

May God continue to richly bless each of you and give you wisdom and favor as we 

navigate together the days ahead.  
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Creating Opportunity in the Midst of Crisis 
 

The COVID-19 crisis has been a definite challenge to churches, but this challenge has also opened 

opportunities to share the gospel.  When restrictions began, the staff at Compassion Church in Radford 
immediately began to make a strategy to continue to fulfill the purpose of the body of Christ during this 
particular time.  They met with pastors and staff teams of other churches to seek out ways to continue to 
offer opportunities for people to receive Christ, be discipled, and serve the Lord.  
 
Hebrews 10:23-25 (NLT) says, "Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, for God 
can be trusted to keep his promise.  Let us think of ways to motivate one another to acts of love and 
good works.  And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, but encourage one 
another, especially now that the day of his return is drawing near."  Despite the buildings being closed, 
Compassion Church remained active.  Since they were already streaming the Sunday service each week, 
the staff and volunteers began to pre-record, mix sound, and edit film.  They worked together to find a way 
to reach out and encourage people twice a day.  Monday through Friday they posted a morning video 
devotional on Facebook and YouTube called “Coffee with Compassion” and each evening the Children’s 
Ministry team posted “Bible Bedtime Stories” videos.  They also posted children’s Bible lessons on Sunday 
afternoons and teachings for teens on Wednesday evenings.  Existing outreach ministries continued to 
provide food and childcare.  Volunteers stepped up to provide a new form of outreach by making pickups 
and deliveries for those most at risk, and a group of ladies began making masks to distribute to healthcare 
facilities..   
 
Next, Compassion Church volunteers and staff began to take things to the next level with many people 
taking on new responsibilities to encourage online engagement. The goal was to create an online 
alternative for each important church activity.  Children’s Ministries and Student Ministries started issuing 
challenges in which kids answered questions, sent in photos, or completed a task to win a prize.  Online 
hosts were recruited to chat with guests while they viewed online so that viewers became participants in the 
service rather than just spectators.  The connections and care teams created a digital sign-up form to allow 
viewers to schedule baptisms and child dedications, as well as attend online classes, prayer groups, and 
Bible study groups.  Leaders began to have meetings and social gatherings using video apps, and Pastor 
Hal Adams posted personal video messages to grow relationships and share information. Online giving has 
been important for continued operations and connections as well.   
 
Believing that this is the time to provide direction and hope, wisdom and spiritual guidance, Compassion 
Church continues to try new methods to keep the congregation connected and involved.  They post social 
media questions or challenges to help the church family have fun with each other.  Just before Easter and 
Mother’s Day, they handed out packets of goodies to enhance worship on those special days.  And now 
they have started driving by homes of the elderly or families with children and youth to say “Hello,” using 
signs and signals that show how each person is missed and loved.    
 
In places all over the world, Christians face government restrictions, but true believers rise to meet the 
challenge because our Lord is Sovereign and His purposes will prevail.  God’s Word cannot be stopped and 
when His people are willing to follow His lead, His kingdom will spread from heart to heart.   By seeking the 
Lord for a divine strategy, this time of challenge will be redeemed and spiritual victory will reign.  Risks born 
out of obedience to God are worth taking. The mission of the Church has not changed, only our methods 
require adjustment.   Let’s work together, stand strong, pray hard, stay focused, and lean in to Jesus.  He 
will see us through and give us wisdom along the way.  
  
~Submitted by Jenny Greene, Connections Director, Compassion Church (formerly Radford Worship 
Center) 
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 It’s Always a Good Time to Plant a Church 

Think about this statement: America has the largest unchurched population in the world, only 

behind China and India*. We are living on a mission field! The key in this season is to revitalize 

and multiply churches to reach our nation’s population.  

The ratio of churches to people has been declining since the 1930’s. The peak was 1950 with 

400,000 churches with 50% average attendance. Today, we have 19% average attendance 

with 300,000 churches. We arrived at this troubling time by the lack of church multiplication 

and the decline in the mainline churches of America. Perhaps part of the reason is that 

churches are “cul-de-sacs instead of highways and all too often, they are more like dead ends 

than cul-de-sacs” (Ed Stetzer). The challenge then is not only more churches but relevant 

churches that are reaching this generation with a fresh voice of the timeless gospel.  

The good news is that there is fresh vision! God has birthed Arise 2033 in the heart of the 

IPHC. As a church, we need to embrace this fresh call to be “fruitful and multiply.” The focus is 

clear that we need this emerging generation to hear God’s call to the harvest. It is vital to 

develop leaders in our local church that will be trained to start daughter churches, multi-sites, 

house churches and virtual church campuses. 

Along with vision is the need for the fresh move of the Holy Spirit. It has been noted that the 

church of America is lacking in the manifestation of the power of God. Really not since the 

revivals of the mid 1990’s has there been a sustained revival in our country.  There is a 

renewed sense that this current season could produce revival. Let it be so, Lord!  

As a result of the Covid- 19 crisis, many are being won to Christ. Hopefully, these new 

converts can be discipled in these unique times. They need to be encouraged to make the 

transition to the life of the church family.  However, if that is not possible, many pastors are 

already planning to keep their “virtual church campuses” open online. God has and is 

expanding our notion of what a church should look like.  Even in a time of crisis, it is a good 

time to plant a church.  

(*Dr. Jim Wall, Senior Pastor of The Bridge and IPHC National Coordinator of Church 

Multiplication) 

World Missions Establishes COVID-19 Relief Fund 

In response to the many requests arising from the Covid-19 crisis, Executive Director of World 

Missions, Talmadge Gardner, has set up an international relief fund to which you can send 

funds. IPHC missionaries and national leaders are ministering with food and medicines to the 

vulnerable populations of many countries. To see what is being done and the needs that 

remain, go to the web site listed at the end of this article. You can also use this link to give at 

this crucial hour. 

This People to People fund is sending 100% of the donations to this account to where they are 

most needed as soon as possible.  

https://iphc.org/missions/covid-19-international-relief-fund-report/ 

 

           
    Larry Meadors 

https://iphc.org/missions/covid-19-international-relief-fund-report/
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A CENTURY OF “SENDING” 
This year, the Appalachian Conference is celebrating 100 years of sending out missionaries. Each month a 

conference missionary’s story will be shared. We thank God for their obedience to the call of God and your 

faithfulness in prayer and support.  

David and Linda Fannin, Sr. 
Missionaries to Malawi, Africa,                                                                  

Eastern Europe/Middle East 

We began our missionary career with our ordination and 

charge to missions by Bishop J. Floyd Williams in 1973.  Our 

Mission Director at the time was R.L. Rex. During the end 

of 1973, until the end of November 1975, we itinerated to 

raise support.  At the time, we knew we were going to 

Africa.  A dream that we both held so dearly in our 

hearts—me since I was 13 years old, and Dave since he was 18—was finally becoming a reality.  So, on 

December 2, 1975, we took our two small boys, David Jr. and Damian, and set flight to Malawi, Africa. 

The call came to us from the Lord, but a literal call came to us by way of Rev. John and Helen Guthrie, long-

time veteran missionaries who had worked in South Africa, Rhodesia (Zimbabwe), and Zambia.  We were 

privileged to work under this most experienced couple.  Our intended job description at the time was to 

teach in a Bible school in Blantyre, Malawi.  The task at hand was to help Rev. Guthrie build this Bible 

school.  Before leaving the USA, Dave’s occupation was that of a builder. 

It is amazing how God uses different steps in life to get us to the place where he wants us.  During the 

process of purchasing and clearing the land, which took several years, Dave and I began to look at planting 

churches. Our work included the Lower Shire Valley in the south of Malawi - a place we always considered 

in the scripture of the Great Commission to be the “uttermost.”  The next four years of our term was to 

plant churches, as well as to teach and help to develop strong Christian leaders in this area.  We soon 

realized that although we could teach, we felt led of the Spirit to plant churches and raise up students to 

attend Bible school in the future.  Our job descriptions increased and we found ourselves in the outlying 

areas teaching leadership development. 

After a furlough in 1979, we returned to Malawi.  Only this time we were stationed in the capital city of 

Lilongwe.  Our church planting efforts proved very fruitful in the capital and surrounding areas.  We 

established a mother church and conference center, plus pastor’s home in Kawale district in Lilongwe.  

During 1994, a daycare center was developed under the direction of Paula Tomkinson (Dolan). 

In 1984, under the direction of B.E. Underwood, we changed our membership from the Pennsylvania 

Conference to the Appalachian Conference.  During that time, we developed many friendships and gained 

support among the people and churches of the conference.  We considered New Life Christian Ministries 

(New Life Temple) to be our home church, under the pastoral care of Rev. Walter Wood.  We are grateful 

to the conference for their wonderful reception of our family through the years. 
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Our duties increased and Dave became the Regional Ministry Coordinator for Central/Eastern Africa.  

Because of this job description, Dave was instrumental in working with our missionary colleagues in various 

areas of Africa, like Mozambique, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.  At one time he was the Regional Ministry 

Coordinator for Kenya and surrounding nations for an interim period until Philip List, Sr. returned to Kenya.  

We were also developing the Women’s Auxiliary, youth groups, youth camps, and building projects 

throughout Malawi.  We built the last church building and conference center in the north at Mzuzu.  After 

this last project, we were asked by World Missions, as veteran missionaries, to go to Eastern Europe/Middle 

East to become the Regional Ministry Director for this area. 

 

After serving 26 years in Malawi, Africa, we felt the need to move on to another field.  In September 2000, 

we moved to Budapest, Hungary.  Living centrally in this area provided us the opportunity to reach the 

seven surrounding nations of the once-communist countries.  The first coffee shop was opened in 

downtown Budapest.  In 2006, we moved from Budapest to the city of Szigetszentmiklos. A building was 

bought and we opened the coffee house and used it as the Regional Development Center.  We were able to 

reach out to the surrounding high schools and churches in the area.  Our duties:  Dave was the Regional 

Ministry Director for Eastern Europe/Middle East, taking church planting teams from the USA to the 

surrounding countries, teaching, helping develop leadership, hosting interns from other countries, like 

Romania, Albania, Moldova, Macedonia, Slovakia, Bulgaria, and a few trips to Belgium.  Our desire was to 

bring East and West Europe together.  This is now being realized through the ministry of the Awakening 

team from the USA, with help from the national churches.  The RDC is now called the Awakening Base. 

 

Dave passed away October 10, 2011, and Linda retired in December 2016. 

 

 

 

 

“Only ask, and I will give you the nations …”  Psalm 2:8 
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    Ron Fredericks              www.appconf.org 

 

To All our Appalachian Conference Discipleship Ministries Family: 

It is with a heavy heart and sadness that we announce that, in light 

of situations and circumstances surrounding Covid-19, we feel it is 

in the best interest of all that we cancel all Discipleship Ministries 

scheduled activities for June, July & August 2020. 

This will include: 

 >Extreme Teen Camp: June 22 - 26, 2020 

 >Adventure/Kidz Quest Camp: June 29 – July 2, 2020 

 >Destiny Junior Teen Camp: July 6 – 10, 2020 

           (The Youth Mission Trip had already been canceled) 

 >Girls’ Ministries Retreat: August 14 - 16, 2020 

This decision has not been based on fear but with regard for the 

safety of our students, adults and staff. We ask your prayers as we 

continue to evaluate ever-changing state and federal guidelines as 

to the ability to plan future events in 2020. 

Please keep watch for ONLINE EVENTS in regard to Camp 

Maranatha 2020 Catching the Vison! Join us on Facebook at 

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES OF THE APPALACHIAN CONFERENCE and 

CAMP MARANATHA Appalachian Conference IPHC. 

If you have questions, please feel free to contact me at the 

Conference Office at 540-674-4131 ext. 206. 

Know that, while we may not be meeting in person this summer, 

our thoughts and prayers will be with all of our Camp Maranatha 

Family! We are looking forward to seeing you all for CAMP 

MARANATHA 2021!!! 

Ron Fredericks 

DMD Appalachian Conference    
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We are saddened to inform our Golden Eagle 

Encore Ministries Friends and Family that we 

will not be having our Summer Picnic on 

August 22, 2020. Please watch for upcoming 

news and events as guidelines become 

available! For more information contact the 

Conference office at 540-674-4131 ext. 201. 

Ron Fredericks, DM Director                     

Appalachian Conference  
 

 

mailto:dmsecretary1@aol.com
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BOYS’ MINISTRIES DATES: 

SATURDAY - MAY 30, 2020 

PINEWOOD DERBY… 

 

 

 

 

   

 
 

   

 

  

 

Watch for more information, or if you have questions, you 

can email applaconfbmrr@gmail.com or call 276-233-8983, 

Freddie L. Sweet Jr., Boys’ Ministries/RR Coordinator 

Due to the closing of summer Camps, we will not be having our TOWER TRAINING this year! 

mailto:applaconfbmrr@gmail.com
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Women of Influence 

Proverbs 31:26 

“She speaks with wisdom, and faithful instruction is on her tongue.” 

This month we come together to celebrate the mothers in our lives. Today, I want to speak to you not just as 

mothers, but as women. The word tells us (Jeremiah 1:5, Proverbs 16:4; Jeremiah 29:11) that we are not 

here by mistake. Each of us was intentionally handcrafted with great care by the creator of the universe who 

decided that the world needed you. We are each the only version of ourselves that will ever be created, and 

we each have our own personal purpose that was placed within us. We are not here by mere happenstance. 

Each of us has a specific mission to fulfill that was given to us from the Lord. Our purposes are as individual 

as we are, but there is one part of our mission that is the same: To impact the world as much as we can for 

Him.  

Each of us have people who were placed in our lives that we affect daily. In order to be used by God to 

influence others, we must first stay connected to Him (Proverbs 16:9, Proverbs 19:21, John 15:5). If we are 

not being fed spiritually, we cannot feed others. We need to make sure that we are setting aside a time to 

spend with God, soaking in the Word, spending time in His presence and digging into what He is showing us. 

When we are full of Him, then we are different. Our attitudes are restored, mindsets shift, words become 

more loving and behaviors align to reflect Him more.  

Sometimes we know what our purpose is, and we even try our best to stay connected to God, but life still 

happens. Distractions come and somehow our days seem to be cluttered, time stolen, doubts arise, 

unexpected circumstances pop up, and before we realize it, we are completely sidetracked. We have gone 

from intentionally showing the love of Jesus to those around us and walking fully in our purpose, to a place 

where we have almost completely lost our fire. This is the enemy’s game (John 10:10)! For Jesus or not, we 

are influencing everyone we speak to or see every single day, and with the days we are given, we are on a 

mission. So if the enemy can distract us to waste our time, if he can cause us to keep spinning our wheels in 

worry, keep us gripped in fear or focused on the wrong things long enough, he can keep us  from doing the 

very work that we have been created to do.  

Those situations or even the thoughts that, “life is always going to happen,” or “the enemy is always 

working,” can feel overwhelming, but we are not without hope! We serve a God who is bigger than anything 

that is keeping us stuck! His name is above all other names! He is the one there to help us and guide us. No 

matter what may come our way, we are empowered to win! With that in mind, the Word also reminds us (1 

Peter 5:8) of the importance of being watchful of the enemy’s ploys and having our mind focused on the 

things above (Philippians 4:8). It is when our minds are centered there, that our perspectives shift, our 

actions and our focus changes. When we are in this space, we are living at our best and we are most 

effective for God! 

 

           
    Tammy Porter               
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At this place in life, you may find yourself as a mother. If not, you may sit in the role of godmother, aunt, 

daughter, neighbor, teacher, coworker, or friend. As we are reminded in this most recent season, life can 

change when you least expect it! Even if we have the privilege to have a “long life,” it is still so short (James 

4:14). We may not be able to predict the future or always plan for what tomorrow holds, but we can trust 

the One who holds it in His hands. He knew the pages of your story before it even began (Psalm 139:16). He 

placed you on the earth at just the right time in history that you needed to fulfill your purpose. At the end 

of the day, it is not our titles that matter.  It is the way that we impact the world for Jesus that makes a 

difference.  

During this time of “distancing” from the world, I encourage you to really get close with God. Seek Him, 

seek clarity of His direction for your life, get full of His words and thoughts towards you, and remember 

your identity beyond the titles. I also encourage you to take some time and inventory your life. We all have 

people who we affect around us, people who are always watching and learning from our actions. Think on 

this: How are you using your influence? Are you reflecting Jesus to those around you?  

We are all women of influence. Renew the fire within you.  Restructure your focus and go impact the world 

for Jesus! 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           Early Bird Registration $25 before September 30th  
                                                    Registration $35 after September 30th or at the door 
                                                                                Room Rates: $143 +tax & fees 
                             Call 1-855-790-4646 before October 4th and mention Appalachian Women's Ministries 
                             and Booking ID #10654 to book at this special rate 

  

                                   Name:_________________________ Church:__________________________ 

                                   Number of Tickets:___________ Phone Number:____________________  

                                                                      Amount Due:_____________ 
 

                                   Make checks payable to:  Appalachian Conference Women's Ministries 
                                           Mail registration form to: Appalachian Conference 
                                           5847 Oak Grove Avenue      Dublin, Virginia 24084 
                                   For more information contact Alice Crigger 540-674-4131 
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 PUT ME IN REMEMBRANCE 
What mighty power these FOUR words carry in prayer! Some of the greatest miracles in the Bible occurred 

because of this prayer!  Why?  Because these FOUR words touch heaven.  “Put Me in remembrance: let us 

plead together: declare thou; that thou may be justified”  (Isaiah 43:26). 

These REMEMBER ME PRAYERS will inspire you to pray in this manner! 

KING HEZEKIAH - “In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death” (Isaiah 38:1).  For this reason, the prophet 

Isaiah came to visit.  However, the message of the prophet was dreadful news in the ears of the king.  The 

message was to get your house in order, for you will die, and not live (v. 1). 

Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall.  And he prayed unto the Lord.  He also wept during his prayer.  

However, his words TOUCHED  HEAVEN when he asked God to REMEMBER him (v. 3).  “REMEMBER that I 

have walked before You in truth; and have walked before you with a perfect heart” (v. 3).   

Yes, it was Hezekiah who restored the feasts of the Lord.  It was this king that turned the nation from idol 

worship back to God. 

Suddenly, the Lord spoke to the prophet Isaiah and told him to return with different news.  King Hezekiah 

would LIVE! 

HANNAH - This woman suffered great distress because she could not have a child  (I Samuel 1:2).  She went 

to the temple to pray.  She made a vow that if she had a child, she would give him to the Lord’s service. 

Listen to a portion of her prayer:   “…REMEMBER me, and forget not your handmaid…”  (I Samuel 1:11).  

The answer came and a child was born.  “…and the Lord REMEMBERED her”  (I Samuel 1:19). 

THE THIEF ON THE CROSS - It was a short, but proven prayer.  This thief was dying on a cross beside Jesus.  

He cried out to Jesus. “Jesus, Lord, REMEMBER me when Thou cometh into Thy kingdom”  (Luke 23:42,43). 

Jesus responded,  “Verily, I say unto thee; today, shalt thou be with me in paradise.”  

THE BREASTPLATE OF THE PRIEST - Today, prayer is made for our nation and the nations of the world that 

are suffering immensely.  Our prayer is for God’s mercy to be poured out upon the United States of 

America, and the nations. 

In the Old Testament, one major duty of the priest was to pray for the nation.  He wore a breastplate of 

twelve precious stones (Exodus 28: 15). The stones represented the 12 tribes of Israel.  Just the SIGHT of 

these stones stirred the Lord’s REMEMBRANCE for the nation.   “And Aaron shall bear the names of the 

children of Israel in the breastplate of judgment upon his heart; when he goes in unto the holy place, for a 

MEMORIAL before the Lord continually”  (Exodus 28:29). 

UNITED STATES - Put God in REMEMBRANCE for this nation.  May God’s mercy flow in great abundance 

upon this land! 

 

Donna Hankla              
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Please note changes to the conference 

May/June calendar! 
 

MAY  10              Mother’s Day  
             12           HGM – Zoom 

         15-16            Tower Training - CANCELED  

             18               Conference Work Day – CANCELED 

               25               Memorial Day (Office Closed) 

               25               Prayer Call 8 pm 

               30               Pinewood Derby - CANCELED 

               31               Pentecost Sunday 

JUNE  9  New Ministers’ Orientation - RESCHEDULED 

               13             Retired Ministers’ Luncheon – CANCELED 

               14               Prayer Walk for Camp Meeting and Camps – RESCHEDULED 

               16               HGM Zoom 

               21               Men’s Ministries Day/Father’s Day 

               29               Prayer Call 8 pm 
 

 


