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   REVEREND JAMES NEWTON GOES HOME 

Rev. James Newton, 93, died Sunday, 

August 23, 2020. He was licensed with 

the Virginia Conference in 1949 and 

ordained in 1951.  He was a member of 

Holmes Memorial Church, and for 50 

years he was an educator at Holmes 

Bible College. A graveside service was 

held on August 28th in Woodlawn 

Memorial Park. 
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     THE FUTURE IS BRIGHT IN CALDWELL 
 

   We are excited about what God 

has done and is doing in Caldwell. 

Even though the church, that had 

been standing for 96 years, was 

damaged beyond repair in the 

flood of 2016, God had a plan! We 

were blessed and given a closed-

down Presbyterian Church to meet  

at, just weeks after the flood. It was 

right across from the damaged church, and we  held services there until September 13, 

2020.  

We have just celebrated our homecoming/100-year 

anniversary, along with the grand opening of our new 

church, which has been built only by God. When we sit 

back and take in all that has happened, the battles that 

we have had and the blessing that now is and will be for 

our community and surrounding areas, we have seen 

the faithfulness and favor of God in so many things 

throughout this building process that we can't help but 

praise God for what He has done.  

The future is bright in our Caldwell area.  We have an 

expectation that God will do something big and has 

given us a building to accommodate the plan that has 

been put in process. Even in “messes,” God brings forth 

blessings when you stay faithful and continue to go forward while being led by the Holy 

Spirit. We are so thankful for your prayers and donations over the past years, and we pray 

God’s blessings on you all.          

Blessings,  

Pastor Michael and Cathy Neel  

 

    
        Preston Mathena 
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Greetings on this beautiful fall day! 

I am excited to announce that the Appalachian Conference Executive Council is partnering with our Discipleship 

Ministries Department to host one of our first events since the shutdown in March due to Covid 19. Below is an event 

schedule for the Fall District Training.   

Our presenter will be Bishop Tommy McGhee, Executive Director Discipleship Ministries, from the IPHC Global Ministries 

Center. We are encouraging our IPHC family to come out to receive valuable information and fellowship with other IPHC 

believers, and to support our new ministerial candidates that are scheduled to receive their credentials.  

I will be sharing an abbreviated report, and the 2019 Annual Conference Minutes will be included in your ministry 

packets. Please mark this event on your calendar and plan to attend! 

Remember – we are still operating under Covid 19 guidelines. If you have been exposed to Covid, are sick or have 

symptoms/fever, or are under quarantine/isolation and cannot make the meeting, we understand. Please notify Alice at 

our office (540-674-4131, ext. 201) or email her at dmsecretary1@aol.com and your packet will be mailed to you. 

Continued prayers as we serve together. 

Respectfully, 

 
K. Preston Mathena 
Superintendent, Appalachian Conference  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Friday, October 23, 7PM – Greenbrier  

Caldwell – Michael Neel, Pastor 

Saturday, October 24, 1PM – East Tennessee  

Thrive Ministry – Greenville – Rick Becker, Pastor 

Monday, October 26, 7PM – Shenandoah/Central VA 

Good News Min. – Staunton -  Wanda Myers, Pastor 

Tuesday, October 27,  7PM – Southwest Virginia 

Draper Valley – Mike Ingo, Pastor 

Thursday, October 29, 7PM - New River Valley/Roanoke 

Valley Harvest Ministries – Steve Willis, Pastor 

Friday, October 30, 7PM – Bluefield/McDowell 

Voice of Praise – N. R. Taylor, Pastor 

Saturday, October 31, 1PM – Central WV 

Shady Spring – Benny Harper, Pastor 
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You see your pastor and church staff working tirelessly to bless you 
and others.  Now it’s time to bless them! 

 

What is this all about? 

Across America and the world, pastors and their spouses faithfully serve and love the people in 
their congregations. Yet, our research shows that most pastor families face significant financial 
challenges. 

The financial stress that many pastors face can be greatly alleviated when church leadership 
teams and families discover there are many creative ways to show and share God’s love for 
their pastors beyond the paycheck.  

The Bless Your Pastor initiative is an opportunity for your church to take seriously the call to 
care for your pastor. 

 (taken from the IPHC website) 

 

To bless your pastor with a $250 gift card, do the following: 

        Go to iphc.org.  

 Choose Discipleship (at the top) 

 Choose Pastor Appreciation 

Choose “Bless Your Pastor – Find out how your pastor can receive a free $250 
gift card” 

You will find the easy, doable instructions for showing your pastor how 
valuable he/she is to your church family.  

 

PASTOR APPRECIATION DAY 

           SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 
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Global Outreach Offering 
Recently, Pastor Joey Hollins of Rosenbaum Chapel testified about God’s faithfulness in regard to missions 

giving. He had not been pastor for very long when church members mentioned that when the church was 

faithfully giving to missions, there were always finances to cover every need. They had also experienced 

that when missions giving stopped, there was a lack of finances when an urgent need came up, such as a 

furnace going out.  

Through Pastor Hollins and the local church mission’s director’s leadership, the church is a 7-star missions 

church. This means that the church gives 10 percent of their annual budget to be allocated among all 5 

areas of mission’s ministry.  Thanks, Rosenbaum Chapel, for reminding us of God’s faithfulness! 

One of those important areas of giving is the Global Outreach offering. Fifty-two of our churches have 

been giving so far this year, for a total that is nearing $80,000. Our conference goal this year is $175,000.  

Much more is needed and the deadline is coming up on November 23. Please send your offering to the 

conference office. Blessings on you for your faithful giving! 

 

Church Plant in Stuarts Draft 
The Appalachian Conference welcomes Mike Gentry and his 

wife Donna. Mike recently transferred his IPHC credentials 

from the Cornerstone Conference. He and his wife have been 

planting Praizn Him Worship Center for about a year. The 

vision of the church is to love God, love people and make 

disciples.  

They are currently meeting at 2746 Stuarts Draft Highway at 

the Creative Wonders Daycare. They have services on 

Sundays at 10:30 and 6. You can contact Pastor Mike at 

2mgentry54@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
    Larry Meadors 

Pastor Mike and Donna Gentry, with their 
daughter Willow, pastor the new church 
in Stuarts Draft. 
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Missions Project and Team Focus 
Only 18% of Estonians believe there is a God, which is 

the lowest percentage of any European Union 

country. (Eurobarometer Poll) This country suffered 

under Russian occupation for nearly five decades. 

Alcoholism and drug abuse are major problems. In the 

midst of this setting is Aleksandr Mazur, the national 

IPHC leader. He is pioneering the ministry there, 

focused on substance rehabilitation and feeding 

centers. He has started two churches and expanded 

the outreach into the neighboring country of Latvia.  

 

Your prayers and financial help are needed to continue this church-

planting movement. A new church can be established and help given to 

support a pastor for $8,000. Trinity Fellowship has committed $8,000 

for a new church to be planted in 2021. Pastor Tommy Vass has said 

the people are excited to do this project.  

Let me extend a hearty welcome to Pastor Tommy, who transferred 

into the Appalachian Conference from the Cornerstone Conference.  In 

the spring of 2021, a conference team will travel with Regional Director 

Harold Presley to Estonia to train leaders and join them in outreach.  

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

The IPHC is planting churches in Estonia. 

Pastor Tommy and Amie Vass 

pastor at Trinity Fellowship. 
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A CENTURY OF “SENDING”  
                                                                      Journey in Missions 
  

                                                                Frances L. Carter 

 
    Frances Carter received her call to minister in India when she was a student at Emmanuel 

College. On September 23, 1950, she boarded a flight to India.  She was twenty-three years 

old and single.  The flight took two days and two nights. 

After being met in Calcutta by PH missionary Emma Law, the two then traveled by night train 
to the town where Frances was to work.  The town was called “Madhupur” (mud-uh-poor) in 
the state of Bihar and was 200 miles away.  It took them 19 hours.  When they got off the train 
they had to take a horse-drawn cart, called a “ tonga,” to get to the mission compound. 

Miss Effie Barker was operating a girls’ orphanage in the compound and Frances was to 
assist her in that ministry.  The orphanage girls gave her a typical Indian welcome by placing  

a lovely garland of flowers around her neck. 

Frances soon learned that unwanted babies would often be dropped at the entrance to the  compound.  It became 
Frances’ duty to help care for these babies, along with missionaries Nellie Fowler and Marguerite Howard.  She told 
about it like this:  “Every night at 2 a.m. (or whenever one baby cried), we three “mothers” would meet in the large 
pantry (sleepy-eyed) to wash bottles and mix and heat the babies’ milk.  You can imagine our language lessons the 
next day.” 

Her special baby was Samuel Banerjee, whom she continued to rear.  He is now pastor of New Life Center in New 
Delhi, which was named after her mother church, New Life Temple, in Roanoke, Virginia.  It was heartwarming to her 
when Samuel later told her: “Mama, I would never have been a Christian if you all had not taken me as a baby.” 

While working in Bihar State, Frances learned the Hindi language and spoke it fluently.   She continued her ministry 
there for a full decade. 

All the missionaries felt it would be wise to extend the PH work farther south.  The consensus was that Frances, Louise 
Smith, and Ken and Joan Donald should move to the state of Andhra Pradesh.  Frances and Louise found a little house 
in a town called Maruter (mah-roo-tair), from which they began to minister in surrounding villages.  The Donalds lived 
not too far away.   In this new location they all learned a new language, Telegu.  Frances and Louise visited many 
villages and gave the gospel message in Telugu.  They often walked or boarded rickshaws (a cycle with carriage), or 
jetkas (horse-drawn carts).  Frances organized the “Women’s Auxiliary” the next year after moving to Maruter and 
soon helped in launching the “Girls’ Ministry.” 

After coming home on furlough, Frances returned to India to a completely new location – Madras, state of Tamil 
Nadu.  Two national pastors by the name of Vidyasagar were beginning a work there.  Frances joined these brethren 
in this pioneer work, ministering in two different locations.  Four months after arriving there, Missionary Ken Donald 
passed to his eternal home.  Frances assisted in making all the arrangements. 

So it was that Frances played a significant part in developing the Pentecostal Holiness Church in India:  ten years in 
North India, twelve years in South India, and two years in Madras.  Her ministry in India came to an end toward the 
end of the twentieth century, in 1984, when she returned to Salem, Virginia, to take care of her aging mother.  Some 
of the children whom she reared are now PH pastors who are carrying forward the gospel into the twenty-first 
century. 
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                 LOOKING AHEAD…REMEMBERING THE PAST! 

             CELEBRATING 75 YEARS OF MINISTRY… 

             CAMP MARANATHA…1946 – 2021 

 

 
(Continued from September 2020)  
“During the July 5-6, 1946, session of the PHYS (Pentecostal Holiness Youth Society) Convention, 
a recommendation was made that the PHYS of the Virginia Conference purchase a suitable location 
for facilities to have a Youth Training Institute, and that the youth group invite the Sunday School 
Association and the Annual Conference to unite with it in this program. The purchasing of these 
facilities was to be placed in the hands of the Annual PHYS officials. 
 
The Committee on Finances report stated that this committee and the PHYS pledged financial 
support for purchasing and developing the Annual Conference Headquarters. If agreeable with the 
Conference, we would like to have a project, the erection of an open-air chapel. 
 
During 1947 and 1948, Youth Training Institutes were held at the 
Piedmont Camp Meeting Facilities.   
 
During the Conference Board meeting of May 24, 1949, at 
Radford, Virginia, the PHYS President met with the Board to set 
the date and place for the Annual PHYS Convention that year: 
July 15-16 at Piedmont. 
 
 

At this same meeting, the Conference Board 
agreed to purchase the Cecil Farm near Dublin for 
Conference headquarters.” 
 
PHYS and Sunday School officials were notified 
after the February 7, 1959, Conference Board 
meeting that the building at the headquarters would 
be ready for use with cots, mattresses, and pillows 
for Training School set for June 27, 1950.  During 
these years, a great difference took place.”1 

  
 
 
 
 
1 Pages 86-87, An Overview of the History of the Virginia Conference of the Pentecostal Holiness Church  80th 
Anniversary 1910-1990 by J. R. Schrader JR. 

 

           
    Ron Fredericks              www.appconf.org 
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We will continue to look back over the history of Camp Maranatha as we approach and plan for Camp 

Maranatha 2021 – Celebrating 75 years of Ministry. If there is anyone who was a part of, has information 

or pictures of those first years of camp, I would love to hear from you. Your stories of life-changing God 

experiences, funny moments and friendships are part of this 75-year history that tell the story that is Camp 

Maranatha. 

I would like to share your story, memories, and pictures of your time at Camp Maranatha.  

 

Stories and pictures may be emailed or mailed to the Conference office. (We reserve the right to edit 

the stories, as needed, for publication.  Pictures will be returned.) 

  

Email to: rfredericks58@aol.com  

or mail to: 

 Ron Fredericks, Discipleship Ministries Director 

 5847 Oak Grove Avenue  

 Dublin, Virginia 24084 
 
 I look forward to hearing from you!    
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DON’T LOSE YOUR FOCUS! 

I don't know about you, but with all the issues going on in our world right now, I have really 
had to stay focused on what I know God has spoken to me in the past. 
 
Luke chapter 1 and verse 30 says, "But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; you 
have found favor with God.  You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus.’"  I often think about those words spoken to Mary, "You have found favor with God.”   
How exciting that would be to have an angel appear before your eyes with those words 
straight from God Himself.  It would seem, with that kind of favor, everything would fall into 
place. Things would be easy and smooth.  But I believe there may have been times when 
Mary's favor seemed overwhelming, maybe even burdensome.  I am reminded that even 
though Mary was favored, she still had to wait and labor before she could hold the promise in 
her hand.  I believe there were times when Mary remembered those words spoken to her by 
the angel – words that gave her the strength to stay focused.  Words that reminded her she 
was favored by God and carrying the child who would one day save the world.   
 
2020 hasn't exactly been good to us.  I'm sure you would agree.  It has even been easy to 
begin focusing on what the world is saying instead of what the Lord has already said.  We 
cannot lose sight of who God is and the plan He has for us!  We are His children.  We are 
favored.  His plan for us has not changed because of a pandemic or circumstances out of 
our control.  
 
God's favor on us is something we should all pray for and desire to have.  Having His favor 
doesn't mean life is always easy, things always go our way and everyone is on our side.  
What it does mean is that God has our back. He is our defender, and at the end of the day, 
we win! 
 
Don't ever forget who you are and whose you are.  Stay focused on the promises that God 
has birthed within you.  Waiting isn't always easy, nor is it always fun.  Labor is hard but we 
cannot quit and we cannot stop pushing before we receive the Promise God birthed inside 
of us. 
 
My prayer for you today is that you do not become distracted by what the world says but 
you remain steadfast on the Word of God. 
  
May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  

May the Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace! 

 
 
 

 

           
    Tammy Porter               



14 
 

TIME TO RELEASE POWER!  TIME FOR ANSWERED PRAYER! 
The drought was still causing a great amount of suffering, when Elijah HEARD A SOUND OF ABUNDANCE.  

PRESSURE was building up in the heavenly realm!  Finally, after three and one-half years, RAIN was RELEASED 

and REFRESHED the land! 

VOLCANIC ERUPTIONS CAUSED BY PRESSURE 

The prayers of Elijah generated great pressure to defeat the oppression caused by sin.  These prayers ignited an 

eruption of sound from heaven, as well as a RELEASE of RAIN.  The answer for the drought was RAIN.  Yet, that 

answer was restrained until the PRAYERS of Elijah touched heaven! 

Have you ever seen a volcano erupt?  Rumbling sounds may be heard prior to the event.  Consider the Lord 

appearing to Moses and the children of Israel on Mt. Sinai.  “And Mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, 

because the Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the 

whole mount quaked greatly” (Exodus 19:18).   

IT STARTS DEEP WITHIN THE EARTH 

The eruption of power from the volcano starts in the DEEP part of the earth.  Intense heat causes rocks to melt 

and become magma.  PRAYER that produces powerful results can be compared to the eruption of a volcano.  

DEEP is the key word.  Elijah prayed from deep within himself.  He bowed himself down upon the earth and put 

his face between his knees.  (I Kings 18:43)  He prayed with zeal.  He had a HEART-TO-HEART talk with the Lord. 

PRESSURE BUILDS UP IN THE EARTH AND MAGMA MELTS 

The prayers of God’s people build up pressure.  And, likewise, the build-up of pressure in a volcano occurs just 

before the release of fire. Consider the significance of the prayer of God’s people.  “And the smoke of the 

incense, which came with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the angel’s hand” (Revelation 

8:4). 

FIERY LAVA FLOWS OUT OF THE MOUNTIAN 

Several studies have concluded that the most violent volcanic eruptions in history would be 100 times greater 

than the energy released by the explosion of the world’s entire nuclear arsenal!  Super-volcanic eruptions are as 

powerful as 100,000 nuclear bombs.  An erupting volcano can trigger tsunamis, flash floods, earthquakes, 

mudflows, and rockfalls. Likewise, the prayers of one righteous man can generate great power in the heavenlies. 

“Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be healed, and restored.  

The heartfelt and persistent prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much (when put into action and made 

effective by God---it is dynamic and can have tremendous power.)”  (James 5:16, Amplified Version) 

 

Donna Hankla              

A SOUND OF ABUNDANCE OF RAIN 
I Kings 18:41 
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NOVEMBER CALENDAR 
        Nov  1           Daylight Savings Time Begins 

                  6         WM Online Rise Conference 

                10          HGM Zoom 

                11          Veteran’s Day 

                21          HGM Departmental Coaching – Zoom 

                23          GO Offering Deadline 

                24          Harvest Train-Virtual 

          26-27          Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

                30          Prayer Call 

 

          

                


