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"There you saw how the Lord your God carried you, as a father carries his son,      

all the way you went until you reached this place."     Deuteronomy 1:31 
 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 



2 
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

JULY 3     JULY 9 

Rev. Allen Hawley   Rev. James Moran   

321 Jefferson Avenue   908 Sheffey School Road 

Vinton, VA 24179-2609   Wytheville, VA 24382 

 

JULY 17     JULY 19 

Rev. Mrs. Aleen Aker   Rev. Mrs. Nora Bishop 

624 Ft. Chiswell Road   P.O. Box 3681 

Max Meadows, VA 24360  Bluefield, WV 24701 

 

                                                     July 23 

                                                     Rev. Harry Kines 

                                                     4265 Suggs St., Apt. 112 

                                                     Loris, SC 29569-3185 

 

 

                JULY  

              RETIRED 

MINISTERS  
 

Appalachian Conference 
Messenger 

 
Vol. 81— June 2020— No. 6 

 

Executive Editor – Preston Mathena 
 

Staff 
Phone (540) 674-4131 
5847 Oak Grove Avenue 
Dublin, VA 24084 
 
 

Evangelism & World Missions Ministries 
Larry Meadors 
5847 Oak Grove Avenue 
Dublin, VA 24084 

 
 

Discipleship Ministries 
Ron Fredericks 
5847 Oak Grove Avenue 
Dublin, VA 24084 
 
 

Women’s Ministries 
Tammy Porter 
2473 Ivanhoe Road 
Max Meadows, VA 24360 
Phone (276) 620-7549 
 
 

WIN  
Donna Hankla 
139 Ridgeway Drive 
Bland, VA 24315 
Phone (276) 688-3709 
 
 
 

MEN’S MINISTRIES 
Steve Winesett 
3414 Water Plant Road 
Hillsville, VA 24343 
Phone (336) 408-2008 
 
 

 

 

Conference Board 

Superintendent – Preston Mathena 

Asst. Superintendent – Mike Dodson 
Secretary/Treasurer – Frank Neff 
Board Member – Stacy Cope  
Board Member – Larry Meadors 
Board Member – Wanda Myers 
Board Member – Jim Tunnell 
 

 
 

Deadline for all script to reach the office:  
15th of each month for the next month’s issue 
 Email to Sandy Wood at 

woodsh12@gmail.com 

 
WEBSITE:  www.appconf.org 

JULY CALENDAR 

         6        Office closed for Independence Day 

       27        Prayer Call 8 pm 
 



3 
 

CAMP MEETING 2020 UPDATE 
After much prayer, many discussions, consideration of current guidelines and not knowing fully what will be 

required of us, the Conference Executive Council has made the difficult decision to cancel the 2020 Camp 

Meeting.  While I know that this is not what any of us would want, I pray that you will understand our hearts 

and realize that we feel this is the best decision possible at this present time. 

Our plan is that during the Fall District meetings we will have a special Conference emphasis. During this 

time we will license and ordain ministerial candidates and update you on conference information.  

Please continue to watch for emails and updates on future Conference events. As God continues to give 

direction and guidelines are eased, I will be updating the calendar and releasing information.   

Know that,  as the Conference, we are here to serve where and when needed.  If I can personally be of 

assistance, do not hesitate to contact me.  I stand with you in prayer and trust God as He leads us. 

 

 

 

    
        Preston Mathena 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! 

And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 

your hearts, crying out,  “Abba, Father!”   Galatians 4:6 NKJV 
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         APPALACHIAN CONFERENCE OFFICE UPDATE 
 

Sandy Wood retires. After almost 12 years, on January 31, 2020, Sandy decided it 

was time to move into a new season of life. It was time to spend more time with her 
husband, former pastor and Conference Discipleship Ministries Director David Wood, 
4 children and 12 grandchildren. Sandy most recently served as Administrative 
Secretary to Larry Meadors in Evangelism and World Missions, as well as Assistant 
Editor and Design/Layout Director of the Messenger. Sandy has also worked with 
and been an asset assisting when needed in every department of the Conference 

office. She was a skilled secretary, proficient and organized. Sandy also faithfully 
served as a pastor’s wife for more than 42 years in both the Appalachian and North 

Carolina Conferences. She also assisted her husband from 1986-1994 while he served as 
Conference Discipleship Ministries Director. Sandy is greatly missed at the office, but we are glad that she 
will remain connected as she continues to serve as Assistant Editor and Design/Layout Director for the 
Messenger. Sandy can continue to be reached at woodsh12@gmail for information regarding the Messenger. 
   
(Editor’s Note: It wasn’t long after Sandy’s retirement that we shared with you the sad news of the loss of 
her husband, Rev. Gerald David Wood, on February 28. Our prayers and thoughts continue for Sandy and her 
family.) 
 
 

Katie Woodyard - On April 24, 2020, after a little over 8 years, Katie left the 

Conference office to accept a position with the City of Radford. Katie served as 
Accounting Clerk during her tenure at the Conference Office. Katie always 
brought a smile and laughter to the office. We congratulate her as she moves 
ahead and wish her and Kenzie well.   
 
 

 
We welcome to the office Sherry Richards and Alex Smith. 

 

Sherry Richards serves as the Administrative Secretary in Evangelism and World 

Missions. Her portfolio also includes database management, mail clerk and backup 
receptionist with various office duties. She is part of Eddie and Sherry Richards 
Christian Music Ministries. She can be reached at 540-674-4131 ext. 207 or at 
sherrylynrichards@aol.com 
 

 
 

Alexandrea Smith started at the Conference office on 

January 24, 2017, as part-time Administrative Secretary and has now changed 
roles to full-time Accounts Receivable Clerk. In 2020, she graduated Magna Cum 
Laude from New River Community College and is a member of Phi Theta Kappa 
National Honor Society. She is pursuing a degree in Accounting. Alex can be 
reached at 540-674-4131 ext. 202 or at sidniesmith5847@gmail.com. 
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A CENTURY OF “SENDING” 
The Appalachian Conference is celebrating 100 years of sending out missionaries this year. Each month a 

conference missionary’s story will be shared. We thank God for their obedience to the call of God and your 

faithfulness in prayer and support.  

John and Geraleen Talmage 

     Missionaries to Africa 
  
After spreading the Gospel across Africa, 41 and 51 
years, respectively, John and Geraleen Wood 
Talmage are now calling Dublin, Virginia, home. 
     John, born in Johannesburg, South Africa, and 
Gerry, as she is known, born in Caldwell, West Virginia, 
met when he and his  family visited the Richmond 
Mission Station. 
     While a student at Holmes College of the Bible, 

where he completed his studies in May 1964, John visited Pulaski in 1961.  It was in October of the year that 
the big question was asked.  As they traveled across Memorial Bridge (between Pulaski County and Radford, 
Virginia), John asked Gerry if she would marry him. 
     They were married in 1962 at the Pulaski P.H. Church with the late Marvin Parrish, former missionary to 
India, officiating.  After John’s graduation, they began their plans to return to Africa.  Gerry had served seven 
years in South Africa.  They arrived in Durban on November 10, 1964, and a week later they were assigned 
to the Western Cape. 
     In early 1965, the Talmages became the first missionaries to be stationed in Cape Town.  Other 
missionaries had served in that area but had lived in the Transvaal, or Gauteng, as it is known today.  They 
served in the Cape Town area until 1980. 
     Preaching and teaching are not all the work missionaries do.  They plant churches, handle numerous 
administrative duties, do office work, produce printed materials, travel a lot and counsel ministers, teachers 
and church bodies, as well as conferring with governmental officials. The Talmages also pastored a church 
for three years. 
     John served as Field Superintendent of Southern Africa for 8 1/2 years, was secretary-treasurer of two 
different Conferences, officiated at Conferences, supervised the construction of four churches and the Bible 
School in Cape Town. He also served a number of years as office manager of the All Africa Office that had 
been known as the Regional Office of the Pentecostal Holiness Church in South Africa in Krugersdorp. 
     In 1988, John was appointed as Director of Research and Printing for Africa, while also serving as a 
member and secretary of the Executive Board of Africa. 
     Gerry did general missionary work on two rural mission stations, later served on the W.M. Board in two 
conferences, and taught teacher training courses and classes in the Cape Town Bible College.  She served 
eight years as C.E. Director for Southern Africa.  She served as secretary-treasurer for the Jurisdictional 
Women’s Convention for 18 years and as president for 12 years. In 1990, she was appointed W.M. Director 
for Africa.   

 

           
    Larry Meadors 
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Preaching and teaching characterized a large part of her ministry.  In 1986, she was given permission to 
begin The Pentecostal Holiness Correspondence Studies from the Krugersdorp offices. She used materials  
from The International Correspondence Institute (ICI) which provided  many thousands of people across 
Southern Africa opportunities to study the Bible in their own languages. Students of the correspondence 
courses studied in cities, rural areas and prisons. 
     For a number of years the Talmages worked as part of a team that took Advance Ministerial Training to 
many countries in Africa.   
     The retired missionaries give credit to the many nationals for their support, work, help and service in 
churches.                                                                                               
     Before going to Africa, a miracle occurred in a service the Talmages were in, in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  The 
miracle occurred through the ministry of T.L. Osborn.  Two of his staff were present at the meeting and told 
the Osborn’s about the Talmages going to Africa.  Through this contact they were given a Mobile 
Evangelism Unit.  This unit, a Land Rover, was equipped with a projector, screen, film, and thousands of 
tracts.  With portable generator, this unit allowed missionaries to evangelize those people in areas where 
no electricity or buildings were available. 
     Gerry was one-half of the first sister-brother missionaries to serve at the same time.  She was a sister of 
the late Roy Wood, who was one of four Wood brothers who went into the ministry; Curtis, Parris and 
Sanford.  She also had two sisters, Kathleen and Pauline. 
     John was one of three brothers, one of whom was killed in Germany in a vehicle accident and one who 
resides in Georgia. 
     Their two children, (D.E.J.T Jr) Danny and Beatrice, were born during the 15 years the Talmages lived in 
Cape Town.  Danny and Beatrice now live in Maryland area; Danny in Germantown and Beatrice in 
Hagerstown. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"The Pursat, Cambodia, P.H. Church is nearing completion. It will be ready to host the congregation once 

the COVID-19 restrictions have been lifted. Thank you to all who gave to this project and the team who 

helped to build it." 
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Hello, and God bless you abundantly. 

 
We do hope that in this time of trial for the whole world you 
are kept safe and healthy by our Lord Jesus and that we all 
take this great opportunity to speak to those that fear, are 
mourning the loss of a friend or family member and the 
whole world. 
 
As all  the people in many countries of the world, we also 
have been kept in quarantine without the possibility to go 
and visit churches, not have a meal with pastors and friends, 
but it seems that with the necessary precautions this is 
going to change very soon.  And our CMD Larry Meadors has 

told us that we can come to the Appalachian Conference starting  the first week of August, so we are very 
encouraged to be able to do so.  
 
Our last term we spent in the city of Paris in France, a buzzing and very crowded city with 20 million 
inhabitants, and even though we didn’t live there directly, much of our discipleship and evangelistic efforts 
were done downtown.  In our attempts we discovered that that city remains like steel, in their hearts.  It is 
barely possible to get someone to stop and talk five minutes. 
  
We also were given the opportunity to use a facility right downtown by Trinity church, a church from the 
Christian Missionary Alliance, and we started some Bible studies there.  It was interesting to see how we 
ended up gathering up to 10 people on a given Sunday. But we could still feel the heat of steel on those 
that attended. Some even left. 
 
In this same time, we visited a city south of France in a rural area called Pau where we knew some people 
from our time of working in Brussels, Belgium, that now live there, and we ended up with a much better 
response there. And they still are asking us to go back.  They have no church and are kind of “desperately” 
in need of one, so we have decided to go there for our next term. 
 
While in Paris we attempted to do an outreach on a barge on the river where thousands of people take a 
walk every day. Lin Berry and Jonathan Shirey, missionaries to Spain and somewhere in the Middle East, 
who actually are painters, brought over their work for an exposition on the barge.  There were dancers, 
musicians and several evangelists, and we spent a whole day sharing Jesus with the people that walked 
around.  It was a thing that no one had attempted before in this particular way.  It was very exciting. 
 
What is next? 
As soon as our support is raised, we will head to Pau, France, 40 kilometers away from the border with 
Spain.  It’s a rural area where they plant grapes and have some cattle. The town has about 80,000 
inhabitants and is not far away from the cities of Bordeaux and Toulouse. With the help of that group of 
about 15 people, we will engage in discipleship and church planting. First, train the ones that we believe 
are ready for leadership.  Second, start with evangelism in the university close by.  And since ESSO Oil is 
right there, we will attempt services in English/French and see how that goes.  If it doesn’t work, we will 
switch to French only. Finally, we will officially plant a church there.  
 
 
 

 

Mauricio and Lulu Salazar 
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All this will be possible if only 20 churches would commit 100 dollars a month from their treasury to 
accumulate treasures in heaven. We can come to your services from August to November 2020 to share 
our vision if you allow us.  
 
Thank you for reading and for supporting us throughout many years.  Please don’t hesitate to use ZOOM 
or Messenger to reach us. 
 
Abundant blessings 
 
Our contact information is: 
 
Mauricio and Lulu Salazar 
Missionaries to France 
IPHC-World Missions Ministries 
 
Cell (239) 994-5200 
E-mail: pastormau@gmail.com 
 
If by check: Support Account Number: #37031S 
Give online: https://give.iphc.org/missionary/mauricio-and-lulu-salazar 
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YOU WILL BE MISSED!! We may have had to cancel CAMP MARANATHA 

this summer but God still has a plan. While we were praying, seeking 

direction, planning and promoting, God knew already what our summer would 

look like. Nothing we were doing was in vain, but it is now realizing that He 

will take that which He put in our spirits and use it in just a different way. That 

is the great reality of Catching the Vision of what God is doing and 

saying…seeing from His perspective NOW how HE will bring about His plan 

and His purpose.  

As I have been rearranging my schedule, staying busy and looking ahead to 

the summer, the conclusion that I have come to is that I WILL MISS YOU 

ALL this summer. I always look forward with great anticipation to those 

Monday mornings when cars and vans would start rolling in and the 

campgrounds would fill up – week after week with workers and students, the 

laughter and the excitement, eager and ready to have a fresh encounter with God and renew old friendships, while 

developing new ones.  

 

 

 

 

Since we cannot meet in person this summer, we will be setting some virtual camp promotions. During the designated 

weeks of camp, students and parents may access a daily Camp Scripture each morning and watch a virtual campfire 

each evening. These will be posted on Facebook at Camp Maranatha Appalachian Conference.  

The weeks and ages are: 

June 22, 23, 24 & 25 

Ages: 14 - 17   

June 29, 30 & July 1   

Ages: 7 - 10 

July 6, 7, 8 & 9 

Ages 11 - 13     

(Those not meeting the age guidelines for Facebook will need to have 

their parents access the information.) For more information please 

contact Ron Fredericks at the Appalachian Conference office at 540-

674-4131 ext. 201.) 

We look forward to CATCHING THE VISION during the summer of 2020 

as we look forward with excitement to 2021. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 

future.” Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) 

 

           
    Ron Fredericks              www.appconf.org 
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“KEEP LOOKING UP!” 
Starting out the year 2020 for me was so exciting. Twenty-one days of prayer and  fasting 
gave me strength and encouragement for the year ahead. I even talked about 20/20 vision 
and how I believed that God had clarity in store for the church, and that He was setting us 
up for signs and wonders. After all, that has been my prayer focus for almost a year now, 
that this would be the year of signs and wonders. 
 
Fast forward two months when the world seemed to stop. Life as I had known it for 52 
years took a very strange turn. The words “COVID-19” and “quarantine” became common 
in the average household and even my grandchildren knew things were different. 
 
I have watched people panic and become fearful that life would never be the same. I have 
had acquaintances and members of my congregation be directly affected by the virus, as 
well as friends who have lost loved ones. I am well aware that this is a reality in the world 
we live in. I also know that God doesn’t give us a spirit of fear but of power, love and a 
sound mind. 
 
I have constantly been reminded over the last couple of months of Matthew 14:22-33:  
      Immediately He made the disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, 

while He dismissed the crowds. And after He had dismissed the crowds, He went up on 
the mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, He was there alone, but the boat 
by this time was a long way from the land, beaten by the waves, for the wind was against 
them. And in the fourth watch of the night He came to them, walking on the sea. But 
when the disciples saw Him walking on the sea, they were terrified, and said, “It is a 
ghost!” and they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Take 
heart; it is I. Do not be afraid.” 
And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the 
water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and 
came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he 
cried out, “Lord, save me.” Jesus immediately reached out His hand and took hold of 
him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  And when they got into 
the boat, the wind ceased.  And those in the boat worshiped Him, saying, “Truly you 
are the Son of God.”  

  

 

 

           
    Tammy Porter               
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I love this story and the fact that Peter was human, just like myself. Unlike myself, he 
walked with Jesus in the flesh. Even though he was physically with Jesus, he still lost 
his focus, became afraid and doubted that Jesus could intervene. When he did this, 
that fear began to overtake him and he started sinking into the dangerous waters. As 
soon as his focus turned back to Jesus, he rose above the storm that raged around 
him. I believe it took Peter being in the storm, in the middle of the waters, feeling 
helpless, for Him to see the power of God at work, taking control and calming the 
storm. 
 
I know, for myself, it’s through sickness, trials and storms that God shows His strength. 
As long as I have kept my eyes on Him, I have never lost a battle. It’s those times when I 
didn’t focus on Him that I began to fear and doubt.  
 
As I reflect on January and remember the excitement that I felt about what this year 
would hold, I am still excited to see what the second half of it will bring. I believe God 
is setting the church (that’s you!) up for a comeback! Don’t forget to stay focused. 
Don’t forget to keep your eyes on the One who holds tomorrow! What an opportunity 
for Him to show up and show off in a mighty way. There has been tragedy and 
heartache during this time but God will bring beauty from ashes.  
 

This is no time to hide away in fear. It’s time to stand stronger in faith than ever before and 

declare victory over this battle. 2020 has had a rocky beginning, but the same God we 

proclaimed would make this our best year yet, is the same God who will take us through the 

fire and we will see His promises fulfilled. Keep looking up! 
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“Speak Lord, for your servant hears…” 
 

These were the words that Eli told young Samuel.  During the night, Samuel was 

awakened by a VOICE.  He did not know how to respond, so he went to the 

priest to receive instructions.   (I Samuel 3:9) 

20,000 WORDS A DAY 

Some research regarding languages suggests that the average woman speaks 

20,000 words a day.  On the other hand, the average man speaks about 7,000 

words a day.  What does this mean?  My thoughts are that women are 

communicating with their children, those they work with, and even solving 

problems that affect home issues. Examples include unnecessary bills, medical 

appointments for family members, and even repairs.   

COMPETITION 

Many voices compete to speak into your life.  Just think about it.  Salesmen yell 

during commercial breaks.  Adds pop up on your phone and computer.  Even 

your cat meows at you for your undivided attention.  Or the dog barks for no 

reason!  Likewise, SPIRITUAL VOICES are speaking.  The enemy tries to throw out 

condemnation, doubt, fear, uncertainty, and unbelief.  

But there is another voice that wants to speak life and love to you.  He longs for 

you to welcome Him.  He has something very important to tell you.  Often, He 

impresses a scripture verse to your thoughts.  Just one WORD from the Lord can 

bring great victory. 

“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My Voice, and open the 

door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and he with me”  (Revelation 

3:20). 

 

Donna Hankla              

WHO IS SPEAKING? 
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TWO MINUTES A DAY 

A survey of prayer reported that the average Christian invests only 2 MINUTES a 

day in prayer.  No wonder there is little victory in the lives of many! 

This was the problem of the church of Laodicea.  They had so many possessions, 

which dulled their ears to God’s Word.  (Revelation 3:17, 18)  They were too 

occupied with worldly business. 

DAVID AND GOLIATH 

David was ready to face this enemy.  He was full of faith.  He was prepared.  Yet, 

several voices tried to deter him. 

THE VOICE OF ELIAB - Eliab, his own brother, spoke against him.  Can you 

imagine?  His own bloodline.  Out of a spirit of jealousy, Eliab said:  “Why did 

you come here…I know your pride, and the naughtiness of your heart…you have 

come to see the battle”  (I Samuel 17:28 -31).  David answered,  “Is there not a 

cause” (I Samuel 17:29)? 

 

THE VOICE OF KING SAUL – “You are not qualified” was the bottom line of this 

conversation.  King Saul told David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine 

to fight him: for you are but a youth, and he is a man of war from his youth”  (I 

Samuel 17:33). 

THE VOICE OF GOLIATH - Fear was the message of the enemy.  As David ran 

towards the giant, he said, “Come to me, I will give your flesh to the fowls of the 

air, and to the beasts of the field”  (I Samuel 17:44). 

IN BATTLE 

When you find yourself engaged in a spiritual battle, be like David.  Listen to the 

VOICE OF THE LORD OF HOSTS.  (I Samuel 17:44) 

 

 
 

“Speak Lord, for your servant hears…” 

 


