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CARL AND BARBARA EARLY HONORED 

Carl and Barbara Early were honored for their contribution to world 
evangelism at the Holmes Alumni Banquet on February 28. They 
received the 2020 Missionaries of the Year Award, an award given 
annually as the Hobart and Marguerite Howard Missions Award. The 
Earlys have been involved in missions, either directly or indirectly, since 
1977.  They are founders of Miracle Bible College in Empangeni, South 
Africa, which is still “going strong.”   Congratulations to Carl and 
Barbara.  We appreciate your commitment to the Great Commission. 
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As we are navigating these uncertain waters, there are still innovative ways to minister.  

Here are a few examples: 
 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY: 
“Great things are happening in the Shenandoah Valley District, despite the COVID-19 Virus. Using Zoom, our 
pastors are meeting, sharing ideas, and praying for each other. Knowing that ’iron sharpens iron,’ our pastors 
are using these video conferences to encourage each other in the Lord. Our district is experiencing a strong 
spirit of unity, and our churches are coming up with creative ways to have church, even though the building is  
closed. We’re stepping up and staying connected.  
Using social media, our pastors are reaching more people and creating a large presence on the internet. 
People are hearing the Gospel of Jesus Christ! The Shenandoah Valley District is reaching outside the walls of 
the local church. In addition to social media, we’re trying things like drive-in parking-lot services, shopping for 
the elderly, and assigning leaders in the church to follow up with families every 2-3 days. It’s exciting to see 
God moving in new, creative ways, despite the pandemic.  
We are declaring Isaiah 54:17 & Hebrews 10:23 over our churches, congregations and communities.”  
 
Pastor Randy Miller  
Shenandoah Valley District Coordinator  

CROSSROADS: 

“On March 17, I began to realize the world was changing. Maybe I was late to the game, but that morning I 

called Sammie, our praise and worship leader, and said, ‘I don’t know what we are going to do.’ Sammie is a 

great friend and a constant source of wisdom and encouragement. She began to throw out ideas and said, 

what if we did a drive-in service? This was before either of us had ever heard of the idea. I almost laughed it 

off but later that day God began to speak to me. I saw the potential of partnering with our community and a 

local small business owner to show that we were all in this together. This helped to align the idea of drive-in 

church with the vision of our local church.  

I made a call to the owner of a local café and asked if she would like to serve doughnuts (through the window 

of cars like at a drive-thru restaurant). She was immediately on board. I then asked our city if they had a 

small FM transmitter. They said they would check. At this point, God took over. In a couple of hours, I was 

contacted by the owner of several of our local radio stations who said he wanted to partner with us and 

would cover the cost and provide the expertise needed to broadcast our service on the local country radio 

station. I then began to get calls from local news media and others who wanted to support what we were 

doing. On Sunday, March 22, we had around 100 cars show up in the parking lot of our local football stadium. 

They tuned their radio to Kicks Country and in the middle of chaos, we saw many people touched by the 

message of hope. We could never have done this on our own.  

I challenge you to listen for the voice of God and see if He is not still able to do amazing things, even in 

quarantine.”  

Pastor Travis Lowe 

Crossroads PHC 

 

    
        Preston Mathena 
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CHRISTIAN LIFE INTERNATIONAL: 

“As many others, we found ourselves in the pressurized situation of needing to quickly create an online 
format to provide a lifeline to our church family. We outlined a simple step-by-step strategy to help our 
people quickly find avenues where they could find hope. The step-by-step strategy is called the ‘CLI COVID-19 
TOOLKIT.’ This TOOLKIT has provided some good tracks for communication in our church family, and a solid 
framework for consistent communication through this difficult season.” 

 
Pastor Ryan Linkous 
Christian Life International 
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New Church Launched in Lewisburg 
Freedom Ministries P.H. Church is a new plant in 

Lewisburg, WV, the county seat of Greenbrier 

County. Church planter Bobby Singleton shared 

that the church’s mission is to be “A place of Love, 

Hope, Healing and Teaching.” Their name 

embodies the desire to see people free from 

bondages and addictions.  

The core group has been meeting for three 

months and planning for their relocation to 3474 

North Jefferson Street, Suite 102. This location is 

highly visible in the community and there is 

potential to grow. If you know of people that are 

looking for a church, have them contact Pastor 

Bobby at B76sing@gmail.com.  Pray for this new work to reach those who need Christ in this 

region.  

 

Johnson City Plant 
Church planter Jamie Ingram has moved to a new location in Johnson City, TN. You can find 

Cross Deliverance Ministries PHC at 1405 East Millard Street. This core group has been 

meeting for about six months. Send prayers and people Pastor Jamie’s way. You can contact 

him at jamiedaleingram04@gmail.com 

 

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL  

5 & 7 STAR AWARD CHURCHES 
Recently, in the Great Commission meals, World Missions Ministries recognized churches for 

achieving the 5- or 7-star award. The awards recognize faithful and exceptional giving to 

advance the Great Commission around the world. In order to receive this award, a church 

gives into all 5 areas of missions: Faith Commitment to Missionaries, Global Outreach Offering, 

Special Projects, People to People and Coffee House/Awakening. The 7-star award goes a step 

further by recognizing a church that is giving 10% of the annual budget to missions.  

Thanks to ALL churches who give sacrificially to keep the gospel going forward to the harvest 

field! Together, we can lift Christ up around the world. 

 

           
    Larry Meadors 

Location of Freedom Ministries PHC 

mailto:B76sing@gmail.com
mailto:jamiedaleingram04@gmail.com
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FIVE STAR AWARDS 

 

 

BLUEFIELD DISTRICT 

Boissevain 

Point of Contact Ministries 

CENTRAL WEST VIRGINIA DISTRICT 

Shady Spring 

Trinity Fellowship 

GREENBRIER DISTRICT 

Caldwell 
Life Line Ministries 

Organ Cave 

 

NEW RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT 

Abundant Life 

Compassion Church-Radford 
Cornerstone 

Faith Temple-Pearisburg 
Family Worship Center 

Valley Harvest Ministries 
Victory Restoration 

 

ROANOKE VALLEY DISTRICT 

Cool Spring 

Faith Central Fellowship 

 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY DISTRICT 

Buena Vista 
Freedom Center-Lexington 

Natural Bridge Christian Fellowship 
Ray of Hope 

New Hope Church-Stanley 

 

SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA DISTRICT 

Austinville 
Draper Valley 

Galax 
Liberty Hill 

Little Vine Community 
Max Meadows 

St. Paul 
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SEVEN STAR AWARDS 

   

BLUEFIELD DISTRICT 

Green Valley-New Vision 
Voice of Praise 

 

CENTRAL VIRGINIA DISTRICT 

Amazing Grace Ministries 

 

CENTRAL WEST VIRGINIA DISTRICT 

Beckley Praise 
Coal City-Cales Chapel 

Mossy 
 

EAST TENNESSEE DISTRICT 

Ashway 

 

GREENBRIER DISTRICT 

Lewisburg Community 

 

McDOWELL DISTRICT 

Leckie 
Premier 

 

NEW RIVER VALLEY DISTRICT 

Ellett Valley 
Harbor of Hope 

 

ROANOKE VALLEY DISTRICT 

Bent Mountain 
New Life Christian Ministries 

Piedmont 
 

SHENANDOAH VALLEY DISTRICT   SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA DISTRICT 

                   Irish Creek         Rosenbaum Chapel 
                    Lexington                Speedwell 
   New Hope Outreach Worship center 
                   Shenandoah 
         Word of Life-Winchester 
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Appalachian Conference Fine Arts Festival UPDATE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Conference Discipleship Ministries office will also be working to arrange a date this fall 

to hold a Junior Fine Arts Festival at the Conference grounds. We will keep you updated as 

plans are developed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
    Ron Fredericks              www.appconf.org 

 

It was with sadness and a heavy heart that we announced on 

Monday, March 17, 2020, that, due to the present Covid-19 

situation, we would be cancelling our Conference Fine Arts 

Festival. This was done in consideration of present CDC, 

Federal and State recommendations. During this time, we did 

not want groups meeting to practice and rehearse. Our goal 

has always been and continues to be the safety of our students 

and families. Also, please be aware the Conference office is 

processing refunds for those who had registered. 

In light of these circumstances and situations, we have been in 

contact and working with the National Discipleship Ministries 

office. It has been determined that for 2020 we will advance all 

students, who had registered to participate in the Conference 

Fine Arts Festival, to the National Fine Arts Festival in 

Jacksonville, Florida, July 18 – 21, 2020. 

We will continue to correspond with pastors, Fine Arts coaches 

and parents as to what they need to do to make sure that 

students who were registered for Conference and want to  

 
participate in the National Fine Arts Festival have the opportunity to do so. If you, your leadership, your parents or 

students have questions, please feel free to contact my office at 540-674-4131 ext. 206. 

Opening night of Camp Meeting  

Tuesday - June 16, 2020  

will feature a 

                             100 Member YOUTH CHOIR!   

We want the young people of your church to 

 be a part of this tremendous service! 

Students ages 8 – 19 are encouraged to sign 

 up to be a part of this tremendous night of 

 CAMP MEETING! 

We are working with Melanie Wayne,                        

who will be leading the Worship Team and  

putting together the music. For more 

 information, contact the Discipleship 

 Ministries office at 540-674-4131 ext. 201 
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Senior Picnic & Celebration 

August 22, 2020 

Claytor Lake State Park 

Shelter #1 

Music, devotions, pontoon boat rides and more! 

Fun begins at 11 am.  Lunch served at 12 noon. 

 

Make your plans now  

to be a part of this  

ALL GIRLS Weekend 

August 14 – 16, 2020  

on the Camp Maranatha Campus! 

 

Your girls and leaders will be 

challenged and encouraged by the 

Word, Worship and Spirit of God. 

  

For more information contact  

GM Director, Elaine Wood  

at 540-357-5614 or 

girlz4jc@gmail.com 
 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO CHECK THE CONFERENCE WEB-SITE: appconf.org                

OR ON FACEBOOK: ‘DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES OF THE APPALACHIAN 

CONFERENCE’ FOR UPDATES ON ALL SCHEDULED EVENTS.   
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WE ARE TAKING WORKERS’ APPLICATIONS:  

http://appconf.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-YC-Worker-App.pdf 
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What was Jesus thinking about? 
So, what was Jesus thinking as He began to prepare that meal…the last one?  He was having 

guests over for one last time because He was going on a journey.  A journey to fulfill His 
destiny.  He was making sure that everything was just right.  The table was set and He was 
ready…Ready to be betrayed by a kiss…Ready to be denied by someone who had said he 
would always be there…Ready to spend a few hours with a few close friends who, before 

this night was over, would leave Him and let Him down in His most critical time…                  
What was Jesus thinking about that kept Him so focused? 

He was thinking about YOU! 
 
 

 
 
 

Why me? 
Have you ever wondered, “Why me?”  Have you ever just looked toward heaven and asked 

God why bad things were happening to you?  You have been a good person, done all the 
right things, gone the extra mile, tried to please God and not yourself, etc.  Understand that 
those things were not unnoticed by our heavenly Father.  He saw all of your efforts.  He saw 
your heart that wanted to please Him.  He hasn’t forgotten you.  He hasn’t stopped loving 

you and He hasn’t stopped caring.   
Think about this:  Jesus was never treated fairly. He always did right.  He never sinned.  He 

WAS God’s heart.  But He was sent here for a purpose to be fulfilled.  So are you.  You have a 
purpose.  There is a plan for you.  You may never know why you face the battles and the 

trials you face.  But sometimes we need to ask ourselves,  
“If it happened to the Son of God, then WHY NOT ME?” 

 

           
    Tammy Porter               
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HEAVENLY HEDGE 
God’s protection for His people is clearly seen from the story of Job.  “Then Satan answered the Lord, and 

said, Does Job fear God for nought.   Have you not made a HEDGE about HIM, and about his HOUSE, and 

about ALL that he has on every side?  You have blessed the work of his hands, and his substance is increased 

in the land” (Job 1:10). 

Notice that the hedge protected Job, his family, and all his possessions.  The hedge also protected the work 

of his hands! 

ANGELS ALL AROUND 
“The angel of the Lord encamps round about them that fear Him; and delivers them” (Psalm 34:7).  God’s 

army of angels was seen by Elisha’s servant.  After Elisha prayed for God to open his eyes, he saw horses 

and chariots of fire round about Elisha.  (II Kings 6:17) 

IN TIMES LIKE THESE 
Within just one month, we have seen a virus travel around the world.  We have seen economic instability 

with the stock market. However, we must remember God’s Hedge of Protection. 

Under God’s hedge of protection, curses cannot come upon us.  “As the bird by wandering, as the swallow 

by flying; so the curse causeless cannot come”  (Proverbs 26:2). 

TOWER 
Many of the vineyards in biblical times were protected by a hedge.  They also featured a TOWER in the 

garden.  Scripture examples include:  Mark 12:1-3 and Isaiah 5:1,2.  It is time for us to KEEP our WATCH on 

the TOWER.  

ALERT 
Pray for God’s strength to stay ALERT on that WATCH TOWER of Prayer.  “WATCH you therefore, and pray 

always, that you may be accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand 

before the Son of Man”  (Luke 21:36). 

ANSWERS 
Habakkuk found the answers that he needed when he stood on His WATCH!  “I will stand upon my WATCH, 

and set me upon the TOWER, and will WATCH to see what HE will say unto me, and what I shall answer 

when I am reproved”  (Habakkuk 2:1). 

 

 
 

 

 

Donna Hankla              
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            4 Youth Camp Early Registration deadline 

            7 National Day of Prayer 

          10 Mother’s Day 

          12 HGM-Dublin 

    15-16      Tower Training 

          18 Conference Work Day 

          25 Memorial Day (Office Closed) 

          25 Prayer Call 8 pm 

          31 Pentecost Sunday 

  

 

 


