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PRESTON MATHENA

WE WELCOME NEW LIFE OF ROCKY MOUNT
Having been prompted by the Holy Spirit and much prayer, I approached Pastor Larry Meadors 

and Pastor Tony Atkinson about possibly starting a church plant. I had served as an assistant 
pastor for Pastor Tony at New Life Christian Ministries for eight years and was well prepared for 
the move. We all decided that Rocky Mount, Virginia, would be an ideal location for a New Life 
Church plant. After receiving blessings from both, I immediately began the search around Rocky 
Mount for a suitable place to start holding Sunday morning services. New Life of Rocky Mount 
found its original home on July 22, 2018, at the Franklin County YMCA gymnasium. There we held 
Sunday morning worship. That first Sunday will always be imprinted upon my soul, as many shouts 
of hallelujah came rising from the congregation! We were humbled and very thankful that the Lord 
punctuated that first Sunday morning with the presence of His Holy Spirit.

New Life of Rocky Mount has a vision to touch individuals in practical ways, which will have 
lasting results with the gospel. We aim to do this by keeping three basic disciplines. First, we are 
committed to the gospel of Jesus Christ. Second, we are committed to reaching the world with this 
very gospel. Third, we are committed to making disciples not only of this generation but of the next 
generation as well. Our goal is to be successful in handing the baton off to them in this great race, as 
it is vital for us as the Church.

It has been said and it has stuck with me for many years that one should live every day as if 
the Lord is coming back immediately and plan as if He is not coming back for a hundred years. By 

passing the baton to the next generation, this goal can and will be in reach.
Our first Sunday service in July brought eight people from the local community and many others from New Life of Roanoke. 

The Lord led and blessed us in September with another location that now provides us with much nicer amenities. We are currently 
running around 80 people on the average Sunday morning and have Wednesday evening services on average of 40 people. We have 
had approximately ten salvations since we initially began, and many of those now are faithful members. A few weeks ago, we had our 
official organization day, where we took in over 50 founding members of New Life of Rocky Mount. In addition, we continue to grow 
weekly, having new people join us in this great time of worship.

We are currently holding services at 180 AMT Tech Drive, Rocky Mount, Virginia. Sunday morning service time is at 10:30, and 
Wednesday night begins at 7 p.m. We would be delighted if you would like to come and visit or know anyone in the Rocky Mount 
community looking for a solid Pentecostal church.

Pastor Tim and Teresa McKenzie 
and Bishop Preston Mathena

MESSENGER TO GO DIGITAL
Change is always a challenge. At least I know there was a time in my life I found it much easier to accept. I’m thankful that 

from the time I was a child until today, we’ve always had a voice of the conference; i.e., the monthly Messenger. And yet change is 
inevitable in any type of ministry.

With the rising costs of printing and distribution, as well as advances in technology that are more cost-efficient and effective in 
reaching a broader readership, and as we strive to be good stewards of God’s resources, the time has come to transition the Messenger 
to a digital format. This March edition will be the final printed copy.

Our hope, moving forward, is that the Messenger will be accessible to more people, through the venues of email, websites, 
Facebook, Constant Contact, etc., to increase the level of readership from the youngest to the eldest members of our conference. 
Our goal is not only to broaden our distribution base but to provide a valuable communication tool that will continue to promote 
conference events and to communicate many of the exciting moments happening throughout the boundaries of our conference.

If we already have your email address at the Conference Office, you will automatically receive the digital Messenger. If you 
do not receive Constant Contact messages from the Conference Office, please send us your email address and you will be added to 
the list. We will also include anyone from your congregation who wishes to receive the Messenger, if you will send us their email 
addresses.

You may send your request to be added to the list to Sandy Wood at woodsh12@gmail.com. The May issue will be the first digital 
issue. The Messenger will continue to be available on the Conference website at appconf.org.
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 4-6 W.M. Trip to New York
 7 Spring Youth Explosion
 12-13 Conference Junior & Teen Talent
 14 Palm Sunday
 19 Good Friday (Office Closed)
 21 Easter
 24 Administrative Professionals Day
 26-27 Tower Training
 27 Spring Prayer Conference
 29 WIN Prayer Call

MESSENGER
(USPS 621-580)

Vol. 80 — March 2019 — No. 7 

EXECUTIVE EDITOR – Preston Mathena

STAFF
Phone 540-674-4131
5847 Oak Grove Avenue
Dublin, VA 24084

EVANGELISM & WORLD MISSIONS MINISTRIES
Larry Meadors
5847 Oak Grove Avenue
Dublin, VA 24084

DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRIES
Ron Fredericks
5847 Oak Grove Avenue
Dublin, VA 24084

WOMEN’S MINISTRIES
Tammy Porter
2473 Ivanhoe Road
Max Meadows, VA 24360  
Phone: 276-620-7549

WIN
Donna Hankla
139 Ridgeway Drive
Bland, VA 24315
Phone: 276-688-3709

MEN’S MINISTRIES
Steve Winesett
3414 Water Plant Road
Hillsville, VA 24343
276-779-4820

Deadline for all script to reach the 
office:
1st of each month for the next month’s issue
Email to woodsh12@gmail.com.

CONFERENCE BOARD
Superintendent – Preston Mathena
Assistant Superintendent – Mike Dodson
Secretary/Treasurer – Frank Neff
Board Member –  Larry Meadors
Board Member –  Stacy Cope
Board Member – Wanda Myers
Board Member – Jim Tunnell

MESSENGER (USPS 621-580) is published 
monthly by LifeSprings Resources, 2425 W. 
Main St., Franklin Springs, GA 30639, for the 
Appalachian Conference. Subscription price 
$2.00 per year. Periodicals Postage Paid at 
Franklin Springs, GA 30639.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
MESSENGER, 5847 Oak Grove Avenue, 
Dublin, VA 24084.

WEBSITE: www.appconf.org

CREDIT GRAPHICS: GettyImages.com

APRIL
RETIRED MINISTERS’ BIRTHDAYS

APRIL 1 APRIL 4  
Rev. Henry Ayers Rev. Edward Wood, Sr.
767 Lots Gap Road 5879 Jewell Ave.
Max Meadows, VA 24360 Dublin, VA 24084

APRIL 15 APRIL 19
Rev. David Bain Rev. Larry Snider
521 Linden Ave. 134 Rutledge Drive, Apt. 1
Buena Vista, VA 24416 Salem, VA 24153

CALENDAR
APRIL

Today I choose joy!
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World Missions & Evangelism 
LARRY MEADORS

The Joy of Missions
There are many key moments that can happen on a missions trip. These are the times that leave an imprint on one’s 

life. One of these moments occurred for many on the Appalachian Conference missions team in the very first service at 
Rapture Ready PHC in Trinidad. What happened? From the very first note of music on that Wednesday night, the church 
was filled with praise… but not just any praise. It was joyous praise! Our hearts were quickly bonded together with these 
people, as we realized God had brought us here for more than building a building. God was building His Church––the 
Church that is made up of every tribe and nation that will forever worship together around the throne of God.

Our conference team of 30 people was comprised of 14 different churches who worked together as one toward a 
daunting task––to complete the walls on a 60-foot by 100-foot church facility in only five days. With God’s help, it 
happened! This means that 4,800 blocks were laid and a concrete bond beam was formed and poured. Amazingly, the 
church used the building the next day after we completed our work. A community outreach was held, and the team 
was able to work together with the church family to make it a success. Rapture Ready Church is a gospel light in the 
predominantly Hindu neighborhood where it is located. The team also enjoyed ministry in five services at the home church 
and at church plants.  

Thank you to all who gave toward this 2018 conference project, especially Stanley New Hope, which gave the 
majority of the funds toward this $35,000 project. Now our focus shifts to Cambodia, where another IPHC family needs 
our help. The 2019 conference project is to raise $35,000 to build a church in Pursat, Cambodia (#76017). In addition, 
$5,000 is needed for the medical team to purchase medications for the clinics (AC #90506). It’s always about more than 
just building a building! 

This last printed copy of the Messenger marks the end of an era but not the end of sharing the good news of missions 
and evangelism. Make sure to send your email to the conference office to have the future copies sent directly to your 
inbox. Also look for it on social media. I have always enjoyed reading the Messenger. As a young person, I followed with 
interest all the church statistics that used to be published. By my count, as a contributor since 2002, this is the 193rd page I 
have written or edited. I am looking forward to meeting you here next month, as well, for No. 194.

This team helped build the first P.H. church in Trinidad.
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Discipleship Ministries
RON FREDERICKS www.appconf.org

ACCELERANT 2019 – With approximately 
25 churches representing the Appalachian 
Conference, over 3,000 young people and 
leaders gathered in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee. The worship was outstanding 
with People and Songs and Micah Tyler. 
Challenging messages were brought by 
Pastors Manny Arango and Dan Lian, with 
many responding to the call to salvation 
and follow Christ. Truly, lives were 
changed! (Pictured are some from the 
Appalachian Conference who attended!)        Mark your calendar for Jan. 30 – Feb. 2, 2020, for ACCELERANT 2020! 
	

YOUTH QUEST / JULY 13 – 16, 2019 
YouthQuest is a four-day conference hosted by Student Ministries, a 
division of IPHC Discipleship Ministries. Students and leaders will be 
challenged to live a life of true discipleship through powerful worship, 

inspiring speakers and loads of fun. 
YouthQuest also encompasses the National Fine Arts Festival, a 
celebration of creative gifts, and Bible Quest. The Festival builds 

community while providing a platform for students to develop their 
ministry and become students of the Word. 

	

 
JULY 26 – 29, 2019 

Blue Ridge Mountains / Ridgecrest, NC 
(Designed for girls going into third grade through high school) 

Summer Sneed will be our guest speaker for Saturday evening, all 
the way from Africa. An IPHC missionary, Summer is a powerful 

speaker and is passionate about Girls’ Ministries. She serves as the 
director of Girls’ Ministries in East Africa and has been training 

Kenyan ladies and providing girls’ conferences in Kenya since 2010. 
Janice Marshburn is a dynamic lady from Jacksonville, North 

Carolina. Janice serves as the Women’s Ministries director of the 
North Carolina Conference, but she is equally passionate about 

ministering to girls. As in the past, we will have an all-girl worship 
team and band featuring CONQUEST from Emmanuel College! 

REGISTRATION: Ages 11 and under, $194 / ages 12 and up, $239  
Contact Elaine Wood at girlz4JC@gmail.com or call 540-357-5614 

 
AUGUST 6 – 10, 2019 

CORNERSTONE CONFERENCE 
BROWNS SUMMIT, NC 

Boys, Grades 3 – 12 
Rappelling! Praise Band! Rifle Range! Camping! Exciting Worship Services! 

Paintball! Archery! Water Park! 
Round up your boys for the 8th IPHC National Camporama! 

$150 REGISTRATION 
Contact Freddie Sweet at applaconfbmrr@gmail.com 

or call 276-233-8983 
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Women’s Ministries
TAMMY PORTER

Making a Difference
Worthy, Persistent and Brave

With March being Women’s Ministries Month, I thought I would focus on a few great women in the Bible who made a big 
difference in the world they lived in. They are still making an impact on our world today.

Think about Rahab for a minute. Of all women to take up for God’s people, she wasn’t even a follower. She put her life 
in jeopardy, as well as that of her family, to hide the two men that had been sent to spy out the promised land for Joshua. She 
was a prostitute. She wasn’t a “holy” woman, but she did have a fear of God. She had heard the stories of the Red Sea parting, 
Pharaoh drowning and the manna that fell from Heaven. She knew that there was something special about the God that the 
Israelites served. We have to wonder why she chose her profession. I’m sure she wasn’t proud of it. Maybe she was even a little 
ashamed. But this was how she made a living. Do you ever wonder if she felt unworthy? I’m sure she did. She may have even 
wondered if the promise the spies made to her to protect her and her household would even come to pass, once they had left and 
were safe.

As we all know, the spies made good on their word, and Rahab and her family were protected. The Word goes on to say she 
was listed directly in the lineage of Jesus! Rahab may have felt unworthy, but God said she was worthy! Don’t ever doubt that 
God can take those who have a shady past and make them worthy of His Kingdom and His blessings! Do you feel worthy?

Then we go on to Matthew 15 to see a lady who just wouldn’t take no for an answer. She was a woman of the wrong race, 
living in the wrong place, and approaching Jesus on behalf of her daughter, who was being tormented by an evil spirit. She 
didn’t care how foolish she looked. I don’t even think she was afraid at that point. She was a woman on a mission. More than 
that, she was a mom on a mission to save her child. She was persistent to the point that even when Jesus referred to her as a 
dog, she pushed through the offense to get a miracle. She continued to press in, even when He told her “No” over and over. She 
knew that Jesus was her only hope for her daughter to be delivered. And she was right. Jesus answered the cries of a persistent 
woman, and it changed the life of not only her daughter but those around who witnessed the change in her. Are you willing to 
be persistent?

Last but definitely not least, we see that little lady whose name was Mary––the one who would become the mother of the 
child who came to save the world. She was just a young girl, maybe even as young as a middle schooler in our day. It’s hard to 
even imagine her being chosen to carry such a burden. Not that Jesus was a burden, but the load of having such a deep secret 
that would be revealed for all to see in the months to come had to be overwhelming. She was a child herself, not even married. 
What would people think? Would Joseph believe her? All the emotions that went on in her mind, I can’t even imagine. I believe 
it took an incredibly brave young lady to carry the gospel in this way. God uses those that we would never expect to fulfill His 
mission and His call. Sometimes it takes someone courageous not to fall under the pressure of the naysayers, critics and jealous 
hearts. Could this be you? Could you have been so brave?

So to all of the ladies in the Appalachian Conference, I celebrate you this month. Don’t ever feel as though you aren’t 
worthy, persistent or brave enough to accomplish what God has for you! It’s inside of you. He will never ask you to do 
something that He won’t equip you for. Be that one who will make a difference for you, your family and maybe even the world.
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THE PLACE OF BAAL-PERAZIM 
1 Chronicles 14:11,12 

There is a PLACE for BREAKTHROUGH and a TIME for BREAKTHROUGH! The place of Baal-perazim was the location 
where David’s enemies were defeated. David had just been anointed king over all Israel. Such good news was met with resistance by 
the Philistines. “When the Philistines heard that David was anointed king over all Israel, all the Philistines went up to seek David. And 
David heard of it, and went out against them” (1 Chronicles 14:8). 

Notice that the enemy launched an attack when he heard of David’s move into leadership. A great host spread themselves in the 
valley of Rephaim (v. 9). 

OBSTRUCTION – There are times when Heaven must BREAK THROUGH to remove obstacles and hindrances. Sometimes a 
heaviness and an oppression can be felt. Such demonic obstructions are removed by the Breaker Anointing! In the spirit realm, there is 
a “gateway of change.” CHANGE for the good! CHANGE leading to VICTORY! The enemy’s stronghold is broken. This gateway is 
kept open through prayer. Angels are released through this gateway. Consider Jacob’s dream of a ladder reaching from earth to 
heaven. Angels of God were ascending and descending upon it (Genesis 28:10-15). 

DAVID’S KEYS TO BREAKTHROUGH – INQUIRE OF THE LORD! David went to the Lord in PRAYER. He INQUIRED of 
the LORD (1 Chronicles 14:10)! His instructions were to go against the Philistines. God would DELIVER them into David’s hands (v. 
10). Yes, God defeated the Philistines at the place of Baal-perazim. 

BUT AGAIN – The Philistines suffered a great loss the first time they came against David. Yet they planned a second attack! 
Again, David INQUIRED of the LORD. The Lord gave him a different BATTLE PLAN (1 Chronicles 14:14-17). Again, the enemy 
was thoroughly defeated. “And the fame of David went out into all lands: and the Lord brought fear of him upon all nations” (v. 17). 

FRESH OIL – “But my horn shalt thou exalt like the horn of a unicorn: I shall be anointed with fresh oil” (Psalm 92:10). David 
was a man of PRAYER and PRAISE. He says, “Seven times a day do I praise [God]” (Psalm 119:164). He also prayed during the 
night (Psalm 119:148). 

THE NAME OF THE LORD OF HOSTS – David ran against the giant, Goliath. He shouted, “I come against you in the NAME 
OF THE LORD ALMIGHTY” (1 Samuel 17:45, NIV, emphasis added; “LORD of hosts,” KJV). This giant had terrorized God’s 
people for 40 days. Now was the time for BREAKTHROUGH. With a sling shot and a stone, Goliath was killed. 

IT IS TIME – It is time for your BREAKTHROUGH! Like David, INQUIRE OF THE LORD, obtain FRESH OIL and SHOUT 
THE NAME OF THE LORD OF HOSTS! 

 
You are invited to a day of fun on the water. Fathers, bring your son and try to land a big one. Watch 
your son’s face light up when he lands more fish than dad. This is for any boy under 18 and his father, 
grandfather, uncle, guardian or mentor. There will be fun, food, games and prizes. Don’t have 
equipment? Just let us know in advance, and we’ll get you a rod. Mark your calendars for Sept. 14 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Location to be announced at a later date. Fishing license may be required. 
Freddie L. Sweet Jr., Appalachian Conf. Boys’ Ministries Coord.: applaconfbbrr@gmail.com / 276-233-
898 

 
Also join us on Saturday, March 23, 2019, for the 17th Annual Colt Barker Memorial 
Ranger Derby Day at the Appalachian Conference campgrounds in Dublin, Virginia. 
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World Intercession Network  
DONNA HANKLA

STEVE WINESETT 
MEN’S MINISTRIES DIRECTOR
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HOMEGOING OF REV. DELBERT GENE BELCHER 
Delbert	Gene	Belcher	passed	away	on	Wednesday,	January	30,	
2019,	in	Okmulgee,	Oklahoma.	He	was	born	to	the	late	Earl	and	
Bertha	Belcher	in	Princeton,	West	Virginia,	on	November	12,	
1932.	He	was	86	years	old.	Brother	Belcher	was	an	ordained	
minister	with	the	Appalachian	Conference,	and	he	pastored	
churches	in	West	Virginia,	Virginia,	Texas	and	Oklahoma,	as	well	as	
serving	as	a	missionary	in	Mexico.	

He	is	survived	by	his	wife	of	61	years,	Sallie	Jane	Belcher.	A	funeral	
service	was	held	on	February	9,	2019,	at	the	McClendon-Winters	
Funeral	Home	Chapel	with	Pastors	Greg	Richardson,	Richard	
Carender	and	Wesley	Berry	officiating.	

Another	faithful	soldier	has	entered	the	joys	of	his	Lord.	

	

March is Ministers’ Wives Month 
Take	time	to	pray	for	the	ministers’	wives	that	you	know.	Encourage	them	as	fellow	believers,	and	express	your	
appreciation	for	the	role	they	play	in	ministry.	Though	they	enjoy	a	holy	calling,	they	are	still	vessels	of	clay	and	they	
appreciate	your	love	and	support. 
“But	we	have	this	treasure	in	jars	of	clay,	to	show	that	the	surpassing	power	belongs	to	
God	and	not	to	us”	(2	Corinthians	4:7,	ESV).	


