
 

EV.  
 

Bluefield/McDowell Districts – Saturday, March 20 – 5 pm 

Voice of Praise PHC (N.R. Taylor, Pastor), 9952 New Hope Road, Bluefield, VA 

Please RSVP by March 5, 2021 to sherrylynnrichards5847@gmail.com 
 

Roanoke/Central Virginia Dists. – Monday, March 22 – 12 noon 

Olde Liberty Station, 515 Bedford Avenue, Bedford, VA 
 

Shenandoah Valley District – Monday, March 22 – 6 pm 
Ray of Hope PHC (Bill Marion, Pastor), 1450 Reservoir Street, Harrisonburg, VA 

Please RSVP by March 8, 2021 to sherrylynnrichards5847@gmail.com  
 

Greenbrier District – Tuesday, March 23 – 12 noon 
Cucci Pizzeria, 562 E. Madison Street, Covington, VA 

 

Central West Virginia District – Tuesday, March 23 – 6 pm 
The Dream Center, 224 Pinewood Drive, Beckley, WV 

Please RSVP by March 9, 2021 to sherrylynnrichards5847@gmail.com  
 

New River Valley District – Thursday, March 25 – 6 pm 
Conference Training Center, Dublin, VA 

Please RSVP by March 11, 2021 to sherrylynnrichards5847@gmail.com   
 

Southwest Virginia District – Friday, March 26 – 6 pm 
St. Paul PHC (J.C. McPeak, Pastor), 796 Ivanhoe Road, Max Meadows, VA 

Please RSVP by March 12, 2021 to sherrylynnrichards5847@gmail.com  
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East Tennessee District – Saturday, March 20 – 11:30 am 

Mama’s House Buffet, 2608 N. John B. Dennis Hwy, Kingsport, TN 
 

ALL EVENTS WILL BE FOLLOWING COVID-19 GUIDELINES 



2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Appalachian Conference 
Messenger 

 
Vol. 82— March 2021— No. 3 

 

Executive Editor – Preston Mathena 
 

Staff 
Phone (540) 674-4131 
5847 Oak Grove Avenue 
Dublin, VA 24084 
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Deadline for all script to reach the office:  
First of each month for the next month’s issue 

Email to Sandy Wood at woodsh12@gmail.com 

 
WEBSITE:  www.appconf.org 

April Retired Ministers’ 

Birthdays 
April 1      April 15 

Rev. Henry Ayers     Rev. David Bain 

767 Lots Gap Road     521 Linden Avenue 

Max Meadows, VA 24360    Buena Vista, VA 24416 

 

        April 19 

         Rev. Larry Snider 

         619 East Augusta Avenue 

         Vinton, VA 24179 
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A few weeks ago, while in attendance at the Appalachian Conference Ministers’ 

Summit, I had the pleasure of watching my pastor, my mentor, and my friend 

Pastor Steve Willis be honored for his many years of service as president of 

Maranatha College of Christian Ministries. During his tenure, he has invested 

countless hours in preparing ministers to further advance the gospel of Jesus 

Christ and to achieve credentialing through the IPHC.  In this article, I hope to 

convey two things to you: first, the deep appreciation for the many years of 

dedicated leadership that Pastor Steve has provided to Maranatha College and 

secondly, the value of Maranatha College to the Appalachian Conference.  
  
In a recent interview by an Emmanuel College student, I was asked who my 

biggest influence in leadership was and why. As I contemplated this question, 

I reflected on all the different leadership books I had read and the 

classes/seminars that I have attended,  and the answer became very clear.  Pastor Steve has been the greatest influential 

leader in my life.  Pastor Steve leads by example and through the guidance of the Holy Spirit.  Pastor Steve has 

demonstrated this time and time again through his leadership of Maranatha College. Pastor Steve continues to do this 

every day as he looks for opportunities to invest in and guide the next generation of ministers in furthering the gospel 

of Jesus Christ.  
  
In law enforcement, we have a saying, “The greatest thing a senior officer can do for a young officer is show a young 

officer how to become a senior officer.”  This same statement applies to the ministry, as well. The greatest thing a 

seasoned minister can do for a young minister is to show a young minister how to become a seasoned one. Both Pastor 

Steve and Maranatha College achieve this goal.  With the condition of the world and the need for the Gospel, we 

cannot overlook the value of preparation.  One of my favorite statements is, there is no such thing as luck. Luck is 

preparation that meets opportunity.  We must be prepared for the opportunities that God has divinely established for us, 

and what better way to be prepared than through training at Maranatha College. As a former student and a guest 

instructor, I have experienced firsthand the value of Maranatha College and the influence it has on the men and women 

of God attending classes.  
 

Maranatha College allows students to sit under the teaching of pastors and leaders that have been through the good, 

the bad, and the ugly of ministry. They have done things right and they have done things wrong, and they want to 

share their ministry experiences as a method to help prepare you to walk in the calling on your life. Maranatha 

College not only prepares you for the ministry.  It has practical application for those who are called to be bi-

vocational. Maranatha College not only set me on a path of ministry, it helped further my education to a post-graduate 

degree, and opened doors for me to advance in the corporate setting.  
  
Whether you are starting into the ministry, pursuing credentialing, or beginning your formal education, I would 

encourage you to take advantage of the opportunity to sit under seasoned ministers with diverse backgrounds, as they 

teach and equip you to obtain your goals in the ministry and in life. Rory Vaden, who travels around the world 

teaching leadership strategies, says it like this, “Success is never owned, it is rented, and the rent is due every day.” 

In the ministry and in life, to be successful we must seek God’s face daily and we must be passionate in our pursuit 

of the truth and knowledge of Jesus Christ. 
  
Submitted by :  
Dr. Derick C. Burton  
Family Life Pastor, Valley Harvest Ministries  

 

    
        Preston Mathena 

PASTOR STEVE WILLIS IS HONORED 
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 “THE LIMITS ARE OFF” 
In December 2019, I boarded a plane, along with a team from The Awakening, 

and landed in Africa for the first time. A little over a year later, on February 8, 

2021, I was officially approved by the World Missions Ministries Council as 

an IPHC missionary to serve at The Awakening International Training Base in 

South Africa. 

Having grown up in Bluefield, West Virginia, I dreamt but never imagined I 

would actually step foot in Africa. God’s plans are higher than ours. Upon the 

first visit there, our team’s objective was two-fold. The first three days we 

were to spend in South Africa gathered in a boardroom seeking the Lord’s 

desire regarding our purpose on the continent and covering the next week in prayer. Secondly, that next 

week for which we were praying was when we hosted the first ever The Awakening Africa Conference in 

Zambia, which served to gather young adults and leaders from across eight different African nations (eleven 

world-wide, if you count our team). At first, I viewed my role as supportive to the team; however, it wasn’t 

long before the Lord began speaking very clearly to me regarding Africa and the young people there.  

 

It was on the flight to South Africa where the Lord began reminding me of Joshua’s journey around Jericho 

and how it was guided strategically not by man but led by God and His presence. The victory and the 

collapse of the wall was only brought forth through the people’s obedience, by being carriers of the presence, 

and through unleashing a sound over the city, a sound of worship, a war cry, a great shout, a sound of 

heaven. The Lord began challenging me with a question: How desperate is our generation to see the Lord do 

something beyond our wildest dreams? How desperate is our generation to see revival? Are we willing to 

walk in obedience to the Holy Spirit even when it looks wild? Are we truly willing to be carriers of His 

presence? Are we willing to be ones who will release a sound? It was on that flight where the Lord spoke to 

my spirit, “The Limits are off.”  

 

I believe it. I believe the Lord is ready to take the limits off of a generation who is earnestly seeking Him and 

to see Him move. The limits are off as we walk in obedience, as the sound of heaven is breaking open, and as 

walls are falling down. Not only do I believe it, but I saw a glimpse of it amongst those gathered in Zambia.  

 

When given the opportunity to stand before the assembly of young leaders gathered at the conference and to 

share what the Lord had placed on my heart, I began to feel the Lord stir me even more as He so tenderly but 

forcefully spoke to me, “The Stage is Set”….The limits are off, the stage is set for Christ’s name to be spread 

throughout all creation, for revival to take place, for this generation to take their place in the Kingdom, no 

longer looking to the left or to the right but fixing their eyes on Jesus. 

 

 

           
    Larry Meadors 
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I see a generation of those in Africa and around the world who are preparing themselves to lay their lives 

down, take up their crosses, and follow our Savior, spreading His glory in the cities, in the streets, to the 

unreached people groups, to the slums, to the suburbs, to the stagnant churches...from anywhere to 

everywhere. But I believe it takes a Gospel preparation. 

 

As our team left Africa in 2019, it was clear that God was divinely positioning us to disciple, equip, resource, 

and mobilize a generation, and that is the passion the Lord has placed in my heart as I head to South Africa. 

It is the hope of our team that as we open The Awakening International Training Base in South Africa, that it 

will be a place for young people to come learn, grow, be discipled, gain ministry experience, and be 

mobilized into the harvest. 

 

Just as the Lord told Joshua in Joshua 6:2, “See, I have given Jericho into you hand…” I have sensed the 

Lord tell our team: See, I have given the land into your hand. See, I have given a harvest into your hand. 

Take it. Take it boldly with confidence, with the Spirit going before you and with the Lord ordering your 

steps. 

 

I am eager to take my place in the discipleship of a generation. If you would like to partner with me through 

giving, you can do so by visiting https://give.iphc.org/missionary/whitney-browning. You can also sign up 

to receive my newsletter and stay up to date with me, my team, and what the Lord is doing in South Africa by 

visiting http://eepurl.com/dJxlfU. Lastly, if you’re a pastor, I would love to connect with you and visit your 
church family.  
 
Whitney Browning 
Email: whitney@goawakening.org 
Phone: 304-308-1450 
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TRINITY FELLOWSHIP HAS A HEART, 

VISION & PASSION FOR MISSIONS 
I became pastor of Trinity Fellowship Church (TFC) in July of 2020. TFC is a church with 

around 35 attendees in the small town of St. Albans, WV. As a pastor, I have always 

had a heart for missions. However, I would never have imagined a church of this size to 

have such a large heart for giving. God always has a plan.  

In November 2020, I approached our Missions Team with the idea of planting a church 

in Estonia. This would require $8,000. The Missions Team was very excited about this 

project and our Missions Director brought it before the church the following Sunday. 

Within two weeks we had the $8,000 needed to plant the church in Estonia.  

  

Our Missions Team was quickly ready to start another project, which was to drill wells 

in Northern India. Each well would cost $1,300. Since I had only been pastor at TFC for 

a few months, and we had just completed a project of raising $8,000 for missions, I 

thought we should start trying to raise enough money to drill three wells, which would require $3,900. When I 

approached the Missions Team with this thought, our Missions Director said, “Let’s go bigger. Let’s drill five wells.” 

Wow!! This would require us to raise $6,500, but the board was sure we could do it. We presented the idea to the 

church on February 7 and went into more detail on February 14, setting the following Sunday, February 21, as the 

date to bring in the donations.   

  

One thing is for sure -- God will honor and bless a mission-minded church. At TFC we are overwhelmed with what God 

is doing with our Missions Team. We didn't raise funds for five wells on that Sunday, but enough for 14 wells … over 

$18,000 raised in one Sunday. Even the Women’s Ministries group got involved and donated $1,300 for one well.  

  

I can hear some now:  Well, you have a large church, or you have millionaires. No, we are a church with 50 members 

with an average Sunday morning attendance of 35 and no rich people that I know of…haha... but what we do have is a 

people with Heart, Vision and a Passion for missions 

 
EXCITEMENT would be the one word that would describe the atmosphere at TFC. Why all this enthusiasm? We are 
experiencing a heart to make a difference in our community and the world through sharing Jesus and a helping hand of 
love to those in need. Our one focus is ITS ALL ABOUT JESUS, and we desire to be like Jesus. To be like Jesus is to share 
Love, and how do we share love in a pandemic? Through missions!  
  
Missions takes everyone, Missionaries, Pastors that have a heart for missions, Missions Directors and Teams, each 
one in the congregation who can pray, give and get involved. It is a team effort.   
 
I am reminded of a childhood story of The Little Engine That Could. In the story, a long train must be pulled over a 
high mountain after its engine breaks down. Larger engines are asked to pull the train but refuse the request. The 
request is then sent to a small engine, who agrees to try. The engine succeeds in pulling the train over the 
mountain while constantly repeating the phrase, “I think I can, I think I can, I think I can.” After topping the 
mountain, the little engine began saying, “I thought I could, I thought I could, I thought I could.”   
 
The challenge for the little engine and for all churches is to try, and not give up. Don’t make excuses of why you 
can't support a missionary or take on a mission project from our conference. My challenge to you is try God and 
see if He will not bless you and your ministry when you bless missions.   
 
Pastor Tommy L. Vass  
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2021 

GREAT COMMISSION MEALS 

ON-SITE 
(See attached schedule) 

OR 

LIVESTREAM 
March 25, 2021 @ 6:45pm 
Via Facebook or YouTube 

https://www.facebook.com/AppalachianConferenceIphc 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJr5FQ9C0hZ5YeOBgWIOksg 

 

OR 

RECORDED 

(Use above links after March 25) 

Hear from 8 missionaries, as well as reports from around the world. 

DON’T MISS IT! 
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    Ron Fredericks              www.appconf.org 
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CAMP MARANATHA 1946 - 2021 

Celebrating 75 Years of Ministry 

Looking Ahead…Remembering the Past 

“I’m going to send you boys home. That’s what I remember 

Dallas Jewell saying to all us “Roanoke boys” who had snuck out 

into the night and shaving-creamed his car. He didn’t end up 

sending us home because that is just the kind of thing that goes 

on at youth camp sometimes. It turns out that God met me in a 

powerful way at that camp, in what I consider a “sanctifying experience.” Thanks, Dallas, for not 

sending me home, because I loved and still love Camp Maranatha.  

Camp has been part of my life for almost 50 years, so there are so many stories. When I returned 

to camp and worked as the sports director under Eddie Wood, I learned about the other side of the 

“fun.” I showed up on that hot July day in shorts to lead the campers in flag football. Camp Director 

Wood reminded me that the dress code at that time was long pants. It was no fun running the 

football in a pair of jeans. But I was hooked! Gloria and I worked camp every summer, as our own 

kids were raised running around the grounds.  

I didn’t have to pray long when Bishop Ken Kingrea asked me to pray about becoming Christian 

Education Director. Along with that portfolio was being the youth camp director. My kids found out 

that the pool was not as fun when you had to be the ones to clean it. What a job! However, my most 

favorite memories are from the hours that were spent around the youth camp altars. SO many lives 

were changed. I had one teenager slip a note in my hand right before she left camp going back 

home on the church van. She wrote how she came to camp with no hope, thinking of suicide, but 

now Jesus Christ had given her reason to live!  

I have to admit coming back to camp as a counselor with two of my grandboys was tough on “Pop.” 

I had forgotten about those hard bunks and the high noise decibel level in the dorm. It’s funny, 

though, how I felt right at home again soon enough, as the campers sought after God in the 

services.  

 Happy 75th anniversary, Camp Maranatha! I thank God for how it has impacted my life and the life 

of my family for all these years. 

 

  Larry Meadors, Director, Evangelism and World Missions, Appalachian Conference 

 

(Larry served the Appalachian Conference as Discipleship Ministries Director, formerly Christian Education Director, 

from 2002 – 2010; the Conference Discipleship Ministries Board from 1987 – 2002 and the General Discipleship 

Ministries Board 2009 - 2010.)    
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A Righteous Stand 

Over the last year we have all faced new challenges and changes in how we 

share the gospel. I encourage you to use the lessons learned to properly take a 

stand for what God puts on your heart. Avoid the desire to lash out based on 

emotional feelings and personal circumstances, but be bold in your stance for 

righteousness and freedom. Daniel 3:16 “...answered King Nebuchadnezzar. 

“Your threat means nothing to us. If you throw us in the fire, the God we serve 

can rescue us from your roaring furnace and anything else you might cook up, O 

King” (The Message). 

 

Take a few minutes to watch this short video, as I continue to 

stand up for the freedom we are allowed to enjoy. 

 

https://youtu.be/aBdcy7uW3jU 

 

 
Steve  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
           Steve Winesett                  www.appconf.org 
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May 7, 2021 
Draper Valley Golf Club 

 

Cost:  

$280 per team or $70 per person 
 
 

 

The 20th Master’s 
Seedtime Golf Classic 

Please Register by April 15, 2021 
Contact Steve Winesett, Men’s Ministries Director 

336-408-2008 
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When I think of women in ministry, I am reminded of the story in John chapter 4 regarding the woman at the 

well.  It is a perfect example of how God can mend the broken-hearted and use them for His glory. 

 

We find Jesus on a journey. He was on a mission to seek and save someone who most people would consider 

unworthy of his time and attention.  This particular person was  a “loose” lady, maybe even a home wrecker 

or someone who was gossiped about in the town square.  She had five husbands in the past and was now 

with a sixth man.  She was the exact opposite of righteousness and holiness.  She had to have heard the 

whispers from the other women in town.  I’m sure she felt the stares as she walked down the street.  She 

knew her reputation wasn’t spotless.   

 

We will never really know what caused her to be this way.  We aren’t told about her childhood and what 

may have brought her to a place of brokenness.  We only know that she was at the right place at the right 

time to meet a man who changed her life forever.  That’s exactly what happened.  Jesus spoke life to 

her.  Jesus gave her hope, peace and a new outlook on life.  He made her feel worthy and he made her feel 

whole. 

 

The story goes on to say that when she left the well, she was different.  She was excited and couldn’t wait to 

share with others about a man she met who knew her past and  spoke life into her future.  One encounter 

with Jesus at Jacob’s well filled the void that no ordinary man could fill.  I have a feeling that she turned out 

to be the greatest female evangelist of her time.  She is a perfect example of how God can use the broken! 

 

Women’s 

Ministries Day 
Women’s Ministries Day is March 14, 2021, in the IPHC.  This is the 

day we set aside to honor and celebrate ministry of women in our 

local churches.  We encourage you to plan your service around your 

ladies and the talents they bring to the ministry.  Whether you choose 

to have your women lead the service, plan a special reception or 

gathering in their honor or simply gift each lady with a special token of 

appreciation, use the month of March to let them know they are appreciated and loved. 

 

GOD CAN USE THE BROKEN 

 

 
           
    Tammy Porter               
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TOWER OF BABEL 

PRAYER LESSONS LEARNED 
Genesis 11:1-9 

One of the first and foremost principles of prayer is taught in the Lord’s Prayer.  “Our Father, which art in 

Heaven.  Hallowed be Thy Name. Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven…”  (Matthew 6: 9-15). 

The Tower of Babel had total disregard for God’s will or His Kingdom! 

YOU ASK AND RECEIVE NOT 
“You ask, and receive not, because you ask amiss, that you may consume it upon your lusts”  (James 4:3). 

Effective prayer is a Powerful Force!  However, it must line up with God’s principles.  Can we be patient and 

wait upon the Lord?  God’s ways and thoughts are higher than ours. (Isaiah 55:8)   Jesus instructed his 

disciples to wait for the promise of The Holy Spirit.  They did not become impatient or question His 

message. 

And their wait was of great value.  “For suddenly, there came a sound from heaven, as a rushing mighty 

wind”  (Acts 2:2). 

HALLOWED BE YOUR NAME 

Jesus was an example of this principle.  He is described as our Great High Priest.  During His time on earth, 

He offered up petitions and supplications.  (Hebrews 5:7)   

AND HE WAS HEARD!  And yes, our prayers will be heard! He was heard because he had reverent 

submission towards God!  Contrast this posture to the builders of Babylon.   

They intended to build a city and a tower, whose top would reach to the heavens.  “And let us make us 

a name”  (Genesis 11:4).  Rebellion was at the root of their efforts.   

FACTS FROM HISTORY 

History records that about 600,00 people participated in this task. The people desired to place their own 

gods on top of the tower.  It took about 43 years to build the tower. 

 

 

 

 

Donna Hankla              
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Consider the ATTITUDE of the people. Historic facts state the following: 

*If a man fell down during the work and was injured, no one would pay attention to him. 

*If a brick fell and broke, they wept bitterly. 

It would do us well to take heed to the following scripture: 

“Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it… (Psalm 127:1). 

GOD’S JUDGEMENT 

The Lord confused their language. Therefore, the people could not understand each other.  They could 

not work together! 

History records that one third of the tower was swallowed by the ground, and one third was destroyed 

by fire from heaven, and another one third remained for a period of time. 

HEART TO HEART TO CONNECTION 

King David was a “man after God’s own heart.” (Acts 13:22)  Let his prayer be your prayer. 

“Teach me thy way, O Lord; I will walk in thy truth:  UNITE my heart to fear your name”  (Psalm 86:11). 

 

Study question:  What does the word Babel mean?  ______________________ 
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APRIL  

CALENDAR 

            2  Good Friday (Office Closed) 

  9  Spring W.M. Conference - Life Changers Christian Center 

 12  D.M. Work Day 

 21  Administrative Professional’s Day 

 26  Prayer Call 8 p.m. 

  


