Introduction Activity:
Pastor CJ said this on Sunday about
wrestling with our faith. “Where you are
struggling, with doubt, with fear, with
anxiety, with confusion, with anger, and
you feel like you just need to somehow
come up with the intestinal fortitude to
decide to havefaith?” Would any one like to
share their experience of struggling with
there faith?

Worship Song:
Resurrecting:
Elevation Worship
*If you are viewing this digitally, you can click
in this box to open the video link*

Sermon Summary:
All too often, when we think of “having faith,” we think of blind faith. Faith is seen as something
that people have just because they have it, not rooted in any evidence or experience; it’s thought
of as a white-knuckled hail Mary pass born out of the fear of the unknown. But the Bible says
otherwise. In the Bible, faith is based on knowledge and experience -- something that starts in
the head, flows out through the heart and is made evident in actions.
As early as Genesis, we see the faith of Sarah: she was promised a child and a family, even in old
age. Sarah knows the impossibility of her own situation, but she reasons that since God has done
everything she has seen Him do, then He can give her the family she wants as well. Sarah’s faith
is not blind obedience; it’s based on the record of God in her life and her experiences with Him.
The evidence of God’s power, which Sarah had experienced first hand, prompts her faith in God.
In the New Testament, Paul and the early church didn’t blindly believe either. Their faith was in
God because they knew the resurrection of Jesus to be true. They talked to people who knew
Jesus while He was alive; they heard the testimony of people who saw Jesus after He rose from
the dead. The objective reality of the empty tomb prompted the early church’s faith in God.
When we Christians place our faith in God, we don’t do so because we blindly choose to believe.
Our faith is based on the reality that God has done what He said He would do through Jesus and
has continued that great work in our lives. We have faith because of the evidence of God’s power
in our world and in our lives. Our faith, then, prompts us to change our actions. If we know the
truth of the resurrection, then we also believe in God’s promises about His Kingdom, both
present and future. Our evidence- and experience-based faith leads us to actions based on the
knowledge that our world is not the be-all, end-all of our lives: we have another home, another
purpose that leads us down a different path than the world. We live out our faith when we give
up the life of the world and love others the way that Jesus loved us.
Thoughts? Comments? Anything that comes to mind?

Read:
Hebrews 11: 1- 40

Discussion Questions:

How do you define faith?
Has your definition changed over time following Jesus?
What is some evidence from your life that God keeps his promises?
Do our lives show marks of radical commitment in light of the reality of the
resurrection?

Prayer:
Father,
There are moments, in my weakness, that I fall prey to the insidious lies pressed
upon me by the great deceiver. He causes me to question your faithfulness. He tries
to convince me that I am not good enough to receive your blessings. When I am
fearful and insecure, remind me to turn to your reliable Word.
When Adam & Eve ate from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, they
deserved death. In your compassion, you covered their nakedness with animal skins
as they were banished from the Garden of Eden.
You rescued your chosen people from enslavement in Egypt, providing manna for
nourishment and the comfort of your presence through the pillar of cloud and fire,
despite their constant complaining.
You blessed Abraham and Sarah with a son in their old age and promised Abraham
that he would be the father of many nations. When Abraham trusted you and
obediently tied his son to the sacrificial altar, you provided a ram as a replacement.
You have prophesized the coming of a Messiah repeatedly in your Word and then
you came to earth as a man so that we could experience your character first hand
and understand what true and absolute love is!
Your love, your goodness, your grace are not based upon my behavior. Your
compassion extends to me, in spite of my failure to live up to your expectations.
You experienced rejection, torture, and death....all for me!! Your Word is faithful
and true and I can trust in you completely. Your Word is my shield and my sword!
Turn me again and again to your Word. Thank you for all that you are and all that
you do!
In Jesus Name,
Amen

