
Introduction Activity:

Worship Song: 

Jesus Culture - Freedom (feat. Kim Walker-Smith)

Sermon Overview: 

*If you are viewing this digitally, you can click

in this box to open the video link*

This week, our sermon focuses on Jesus’ crucifixion and the 
involvement of a man named Barabbas.  The crucifixion was 
physically and emotionally brutal for anyone subjected to it, 
but especially for Jesus.  In addition to the physical pain of his 
broken and dying body, Jesus’ intimate connection to the 
Father was severed as the weight of our sin was placed on 
Jesus’ shoulders.  Jesus endured a separation from His Father 
that He never wanted or earned -- a separation that we have 
earned, but that we will never have to endure.

During the time of Passover, it was customary for Roman 
officials to release a prisoner.  Pilate offered to release Jesus as 
part of this tradition, but the people that Jesus came to save -- 
His beloved -- demanded the release of a murderer named 
Barabbas and cried out for Jesus to be crucified.  Pilate 
released Barabbas and handed Jesus over to be crucified.  As 
the holy and blameless Jesus was executed and took on our 
sin, Barabbas the murderer was walking free.  The death of the 
innocent Son of God gave the guilty Barabbas an undeserved 
second chance.

We often forget, or often don’t understand, that we are 
Barabbas, too.  We are only free from our sins because of 
Jesus’ sacrifice; God calls us to love each other the way Jesus 
has loved us.  Jesus was willing to give up His life for 
Barabbas. We should extend that same selflessness to people 
in our lives, even people who annoy us or oppose us have 
wronged us.  Just as Jesus loved us enough to make sure we 
did not get what we deserved, we need to give everyone in our 
lives grace and mercy and kindness, even if they don’t deserve 
it.  

Thoughts? Comments? Anything that comes to mind?

Pastor John told a Story about a person named Mark that 
he new. Mark was a college ager in one the churches he 
served when he was a youth pastor. Mark was young, not 
too bright, aggressive, boring, demanding.... he was a royal 
pain in the
neck. Almost every afternoon Mark would drop by Pastor 
Johns office and waste his time. He
challenged everything Pastor John said or did, but he 
wanted to be an important part of his life. 

Do you have a time when someone was the "Mark" in your 
life? Someone that was hard to love on but you knew God 
brought this person to you for a reason? Please share

https://www.youtube.com/watch?fbclid=IwAR3Rg4G6GOsUu1mpqnDNExtsBR1PLGpqiUOtJSmbcUAC6VPwM2x1u_ICe04&v=7DB80q8H7jQ&feature=youtu.be
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Prayer: 

Discussion Questions:

Father,
We can’t even fathom the depth of suffering that you 
endured on our behalf.  Not only were you ridiculed, 
maligned and tortured by the Romans but the people that 
you shared meals with, worked along side, and stood next to 
in the synagogue-your very own people, turned their backs 
on you and cried out for your crucifixion.
In spite of your tremendous agony, your thought was always for 
others.  Even on the cross you directed John to care for your 
mother like a son, because you knew the pain and loss she would 
experience at your death. The criminal being crucified beside 
you was aware that you were innocent but he was not and, in 
your compassion, you promised him paradise.
Help us, Father, to see others through your eyes.  No matter 
how unloveable we may think someone is, even when we feel 
that we have been treated unfairly, help us to remember that 
you thought of us first. 
In your precious name, 
Amen

1. Why would God allow this to happen to his son? 

2. What could Pilots point of view be about this whole 
thing? Why do you think he wrote the sign and left it as 
is? 

3. How or why could the same group of people have a 
parade for Jesus then turn around and want his death? 
Have you placed yourself in their shoes?

4.Who is Barabbas ?

Read:
Colossians 3:12-17
Thoughts on this? How does this relate to the lesson this 
week?
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