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“Let’s be honest, talking about finances in church is always an uncomfortable 
topic.  Pastors don’t want to talk about it, congregations don’t want to hear 
about it.  The reality is, in the Scriptures, thankfulness and appreciation are tied 
to our generosity with our time, talent and treasure.  Jesus didn’t promote a tithe 
to the local church.  He promoted this idea of generosity as a product of a heart 
and a life transformed by the Spirit.  Often times in our world, we view things 
with a scarcity mindset, what if we viewed our time, talent and treasures with an 
attitude of abundance rather than scarcity?  How would that impact our attitudes 
about blessing others as we’ve been blessed?” 

INTRODUCTION ACTIVITY: 
How did conversations about money happen in your house when you were 
growing up?  How do they happen in your family now?


MEMORY VERSE: 
Acts 2:42-47 

“42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44 And all who 
believed were together and had all things in common. 45 And they were selling 
their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising 
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
day by day those who were being saved.” 

SCRIPTURE READING: 
Acts 2:45-46 
“45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple 
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together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad 
and generous hearts,” 

James 1:17 
“Every good and perfect gift comes from above.” 

Matthew 14:17 
"They said to him, “We have only five loaves here and two fish.” 

Matthew 6:1-4, 16-34 
“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be 
seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in 
heaven. 2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as 
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised 
by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you 
give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 
4 so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will 
reward you. 
16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 
their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have 
received their reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your 
face, 18 that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in 
secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy 
and where thieves break in and steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  22 “The 
eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full 
of light, 23 but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then 
the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 24 “No one can serve two 
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more 
than food, and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air: they 
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 And which of you by being 
anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious 
about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil 
nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one 
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of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is alive and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you, O you of 
little faith? 31 Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What 
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the Gentiles seek after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33 But seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you. 
34 “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious 
for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. When you hear finances or money talked about in church, what is your gut 
reaction?  Why do you think that is?


2. Why is the discussion of finances such a touchy subject, at home or at 
church?  Why are we reluctant to talk about money?  What does that say 
about our view of money?


3. Our usage of money can reveal our hearts about God, His providence, His 
provision, and even His Lordship over all things.  How does our view of 
finances reveal our beliefs about God, the Father?  God, the Son? 


4. Consider your own finances and how you look at finances and how you use 
the finances God gives you.  What does it reveal about your understanding 
about God?


5. Most of the time our view of money has to do with our view of God being a 
God of abundance or scarcity.  What does that mean?


6. What should we view money like and how should we use it?


CLOSING PRAYER ACTIVITY: 
Invite someone to close the group in prayer.


