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THE TEMPLE

"One of the overarching themes in the Scriptures is the idea that God desires to live amongst
His people. He loves us so much that He wants to live and be with us. This was the reality in
the garden until we chose our way over God's way. Sinful, we could no longer be in the
presence of the Most Holy God. We chose to go our own way, but He never chose to
abandon us. He goes with us, draws near to us, moves heaven and earth to be with us. The
Creator of the universe comes and lives in a box in order to be with His people. One of His
greatest desires is for us to be in His presence.”
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Summarizing the Biblical-Theological Case for Eden Being a Temple-Garden
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The garden of Eden was not just some Mesopotamian farmland, but an archetypal sanctuary or a
temple-garden.[1] Though we often speak of “the Garden of Eden” as a single place, a close reading
of the text reveals that Eden and the garden are distinct. Note especially Genesis 2:8, “The LORD
God planted a garden in Eden.” It’s been suggested that the garden is attached to Eden, with Eden
itself being the temple since “a river flowed out of Eden to water the garden” (Gen. 2:10).[2]

However, Genesis 1-3 does not explicitly state that Eden has an architectural structure, nor does it
even use the word “temple” or “sanctuary” to describe it. So how do we know that it was a temple?
Numerous scholars have argued for this understanding of Eden based on the many parallels that
exist between the garden and later Israelite sanctuaries.[3] Here are twelve of those arguments in
summary form.[4]

Just as the temple was the place of God’s unique presence experienced by the priests, so Eden was
the place where God walked with Adam. G.K. Beale notes, “The same Hebrew verbal form (Hithpael)
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used for God’s “walking back and forth” in the garden (Gen. 3:8) also describes God’s presence in the
tabernacle (Lev. 26:12; Deut. 23:14 [23:15 MT]; 2 Sam. 7:6-7; Ezek. 28:14).”[6]

Adam is depicted as a priest with respect to his task, namely, “to work” (T2y) and “to keep” (1nV) the
garden, which is the priest’s task in the temple (Num. 3:7-8; 8:25-26; 18:5-6; 1 Chron. 23:32; Ezek.
44:14).[7] Adam also donned priestly attire (Ezek. 28:13ff.).

The cherubim assumed Adam’s function to guard the tree of life (Gen. 3:24), which became
memorialized in the tabernacle (cf. Exod. 25:18-22).

The “tree of life” (Gen. 2:9) was probably a model of the lampstand in the tabernacle (Exod. 25:31ff).
[8]

Israel’s tabernacle and temple had wood carvings that gave it a garden-like ambiance (1 Kings 6:18,
29, 32, 35; 7:18-20).

Just as the entrance to Israel’s later temple was to face east and be on a mountain, and just as the
end-time temple of Ezekiel was to face east (Ezek. 40:6) and be on a mountain (Ezek. 40:2; 43:12),
so the entrance to Eden faced east (Gen. 3:24) and was situated on a mountain (Ezek. 28:14-16).

The ark, which contained the law, in the Holy of Holies echoed the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil as both lead to wisdom.

As ariver flowed out from Eden (Gen. 2:10), so a river flows from the eschatological temple (Ezek.
47:1-12; Rev. 21:1-2; cf. Ps. 36:8-9; Rev. 22:1-2).

Just as gold and onyx are in the garden (Gen. 2:11-12), so they are used to decorate the later
sanctuaries and priestly garments (Exod. 25:7, 11, 17, 31).

Just as the temple had a tripartite structure of concentric circles of holiness (Holy of Holies > Holy
Place > Courtyard), so the garden of Eden had the same (Eden > Garden > Outer World).

Ezekiel refers to “Eden, the garden of God... the holy mountain of God” and also alludes to it
containing “sanctuaries” (28:18; cf. 7:24; Lev. 21:23; Jer. 51:51).

Just as the climax and purpose of creation was rest (Gen. 2:1-3), so the construction of the
tabernacle culminates with rest (Exod. 31:12-17).
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