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What did Jesus say about Money?
Roger S. Oldham

Affirmatively...

1. Jesus taught that a legitimate use of money is to support the Lord's work through the religious
institutions the Lord established (Matthew 23:23; Mark 12:41-44; Luke 8:1-3). In the Old Testament, it
was the tabernacle and the temple; in Jesus' day, it was Herod's temple; in ours, it is the local
church. The LORD's command to bring the tithes and offerings was not predicated on how holy the
priests were (Malachi 2 and 3; Mark 11:15-18) or, in our day, whether or not we like the pastor. It was
predicated on obedience and surrender to his Lordship over all we are and have. God knows how to
deal with disobedient priests (1 Samuel 2:12-36; 3:13; 4:11-18).

2. Jesus taught that we ought to pay our taxes (Matthew 17:24-27; 22:17-22). Caesar was the
emperor of an oppressive regime; but his followers, then and now, were called to show deference to
the ruling authorities in matters that do not violate our Christian calling to be his witnesses (compare
Acts 4:18-19 and Romans 13:1-8).

3. Jesus taught that we should use our financial resources to help the poor and needy through
benevolence (Luke 10:29-37; 18:18-25; compare James 2:15-17) and missions/ministry support
(Luke 8:1-3; 10:1-9).

4. Jesus taught that we should use our material possessions to meet essential family needs
(Matthew 7:7-12; Mark 7:9-13; compare 1 Timothy 5:8 and 2 Thessalonians 3:7-10).

5. Jesus taught that we should exercise careful money management and exercise shrewd wisdom
prior to making any purchase (Luke 14:28-30).

6. Jesus taught, particularly through his frequent illustrations of stewards (Matthew 25:14-30; Luke
16:1-13) and farming (Matthew 13:8, 23; John 4:34-38), that it is appropriate, and even expected by
the Lord, to invest our resources for long-term gain and/or financial security.

Negatively...

7. Jesus taught that we should not depend upon our resources, but upon God, as the source of our
supply, trusting him to meet our essential family needs (Matthew 6:9-13, 19-34; Luke 12:22-34).
Jesus taught that, since we are merely stewards, we should invest ourselves into the lives of others,
not hoard our resources to ourselves (Matthew 25:34-40; Luke 6:30-38; 10:25-37; 12:15-21).

8. Jesus taught that we should not use the power of money to lord it over others, either through
arrogance or coercive manipulation (Matthew 18:23-34; Luke 7:40-43; 20:9-16).

"All Scripture is God-breathed," the apostle Paul wrote to his young co-laborer Timothy, "and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may
be thoroughly equipped for every good work."



Digging Deeper 7/10/22

When anchored in Jesus' teaching, our money can be all that God's intends for our part in advancing
his Kingdom, in ministering to the needs of others, and in providing for our needs according to the
resources he has allowed us to receive.
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The Generous Ideal

The story of the Bible begins with a beautiful portrait of God as a
generous host, providing everything needed for his creatures to enjoy
his good world. The narrative in Genesis 1 depicts God as the one
who orders and energizes a creation that generates an overabundance
of value. When God appoints humanity as his partners and co-rulers
over creation, he supplies for all their needs and asks them to trust his
generosity and live by his wisdom. And this all sounds great, until the
humans begin to doubt God’s generosity.

Scarcity Imploded

The biblical story shows how God chooses one family through whom he wants to restore the
blessing of abundance to all nations. Abraham and his Israelite children are supposed to be the
vehicle of God’s abundance for others. However, throughout the Old Testament the Israelites live
from a scarcity mindset, and it sets them on a course for self-destruction. The story of the Old
Testament concludes with all humanity, even the Israelites, sitting in a mess of their own making.

Jesus’ Kingdom of Abundance

Jesus' work on Earth is God’s response to a history of human selfishness. In a great reversal of
expectations, God decides to give the ultimate gift, himself. In Jesus we see the creator God identify
with humanity’s suffering and plight of scarcity. Jesus chooses to go without adequate food and
shelter, and he reached out to the homeless and hungry in order to share God’s abundance with
them. Ultimately, Jesus allows the selfishness of his own people to kill him, and he overcomes their
evil with his generous love in his resurrection from the dead. He invites his followers to live as if the
future reality of God’s abundant Kingdom has truly arrived here and now.

An Abundance Mindset

The risen Jesus invites his followers to
imitate his same life of generosity toward
others. Living generously requires a
posture of trust in God, and it’s all
rooted in the conviction that God has
given us all we need. If Jesus gave the
ultimate gift of his own life for us,
despite our selfishness and failure, then
the only reasonable response is to
extend that same loving gift to others.
The story of Jesus has the potential to
recreate us in the image of the generous
God who loves to give abundantly.
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