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DIGGING DEEPER 
Heaven: The Future Garden 

“As we wrap up our series on heaven, we have to look forward to the coming heaven on earth as it is 
described in the book of Revelation.  What will the new heavens and the new earth look like?  What 
will we be spending eternity doing?  What picture of heaven do we really have?  If we wanted to, we 
could continue researching and imagining what eternity will look like for… well, eternity.  Join us this 
week as we seek to land somewhere, with a working understanding about what it is and what it isn’t, 

leaving space for wonder and questions that we don’t get to know answers to this side of… well, 
heaven.” 

What is an Apocalypse? 
Entire sections of the Bible are devoted to describing strange dreams or visions that reveal something vital to humans in 
the story. These visions uncover God’s realm and change how the visionary sees their earthly circumstances. The biblical 
word used to describe these “uncover- ings” is translated as “apocalypse.” But these passages often get misunderstood 
because of our current understanding of what an apocalypse is.

In contemporary culture, the words “apocalypse” or “apocalyptic” refer to the catastrophic end of the world. The 
dictionary definition of the English word describes it as, “the complete and final destruction of the world, as described in 
the biblical book of Revelation,” or “an event involving destruction or damage on an awesome or catastrophic scale.” 
(Dictionary.com)

This is not what these words mean in the Bible, and this popular definition leads us to drastically misunderstand and 
misread apocalyptic literature. In the biblical definition, an apocalypse is what happens when someone on earth is 
exposed to the heavenly, transcendent reality of God’s realm, transforming their view of everything.

In the Hebrew Bible, the word for apocalypse is galah (גלה) meaning, “to expose, reveal or un- cover.” Let’s look at this 
word in a few passages.
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Galah as Uncovering 
The word galah does not always mean that God is revealing something. Galah is a Hebrew word that can refer to 
revealing or uncovering anything, like in Genesis 9 when Noah became drunk and lay galah, or uncovered/naked, in his 
tent.

Noah, a man of the soil, proceeded to plant a vineyard. When he drank some of its wine, he became drunk and lay 
uncovered (galah) inside his tent.

GENESIS 9:20-21

Galah as Uncovering God’s Perspective 
The word is also used to refer to divine appearances, where God reveals himself and his purposes to a chosen 
individual. In Genesis 28:10-17, Jacob is running for his life into exile, but he experiences an apocalypse of the divine 
realm that gives perspective to his current circumstance.

Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. When he reached a certain place, he stopped for the night because the sun 
had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put it under his head and lay down to sleep. He had a dream in which he saw 
a stairway/ramp resting on the land, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and 
descend- ing on it. There above it stood the Lord, and he said, “I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the 
God of Isaac. I will give you and your descendants the land on which you are lying. Your descendants will be like the 
dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the north and to the south. All peoples on earth 
will be blessed through you and your offspring. I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring 
you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you.” When Jacob awoke from his 
sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and I was not aware of it.” He was afraid and said, “How awesome is 
this place! This is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”

GENESIS 28:10-17

Genesis 35:6-7 refers back to Jacob’s dream at Bethel in Genesis 28 as a galah, that is, a reveal- ing of the divine realm 
to Jacob.

Jacob and all the people with him came to Luz (that is, Bethel) in the land of Canaan. There he built an altar, and he 
called the place “El Bethel” because it was there that God revealed himself to him when he was fleeing from his brother.

GENESIS 35:6-7

The purpose of Jacob’s apocalypse is to reveal to him that his life has not gone off the rails but that his painful exile 
somehow fits within the purpose of God.

Notice also that the revelation to Jacob takes place through an altered state of consciousness in a dream. This is typical 
of apocalyptic moments in the Bible. Through dreams and visions, consciousness is expanded and heightened, so that 
the dreamer can become aware of ultimate reality in a way that seems normally inaccessible to humans. In this story 
Jacob becomes aware that his surroundings are a place where heaven and earth overlap, where God’s presence and 
purpose are active and at work.


Galah Given to Israel’s Prophets 
In ancient Israel prophets were recognized as people to whom God had revealed himself and

his purposes. Their role was to then share that revelation with Israel.

The Lord was with Samuel as he grew up, and he let none of Samuel’s words fall to the ground. And all Israel from Dan 
to Beersheba recognized that Samuel was attested as a prophet of the Lord. The Lord continued to appear at Shiloh, 
and there he revealed himself to Samuel through his word.

1 SAMUEL 3:19-21 (NIV)


Because galah means to uncover or reveal, many divine appearances are simply called visions or appearances of the 
divine.

Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh (moreh / vision = mareh)... The Lord 
appeared (wayyera’) to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the Lord 
who had appeared (nir’eh) to him.
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GENESIS 12:6-7

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision (makhazeh), saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield 
to you; your reward shall be very great.”

GENESIS 15:1

Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him... 
It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming 
torch which passed between these pieces.

GENESIS 15:12, 17

In biblical vocabulary, the opposite of revealed is hidden.

The hidden things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we 
may follow all the words of this law.

DEUTERONOMY 29:29


Apocalypse in the New Testament 
In the New Testament Greek, apokalupto (ἀποκαλυπτω) means to uncover or reveal. This is a compound word meaning 
“to remove a cover from” (apo = “from” + kalupto = “to cover”).

Kalupto: To Cover, Conceal 
Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the 
waves covered over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping.

MATTHEW 8:23-24 (NIV)

No one lights a lamp and covers it in a clay jar or puts it under a bed. Instead, they put it on a stand, so that those who 
come in can see the light. For there is nothing hidden that will not be visible, and nothing concealed that will not be 
known or brought out into visibility.

LUKE 8:16-17 (NIV)


Apokalupto: To Reveal What is Hidden 
The true identity of Jesus was hidden to many who saw and heard him. Jesus recognized that

an apocalypse was necessary to truly recognize him.

At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the 
wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. All things have 
been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.”

MATTHEW 11:25-27

Paul’s Apocalypse 
In the letter to the Galatians, Paul describes his meeting with the risen Jesus on the road to Damascus. He calls the 
meeting an apocalypse.

I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin.

I did not receive it from any human, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by apocalypse from Jesus Christ.

For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to 
destroy it. I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people and was extremely zealous for 
the traditions of my fathers.

But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased to apocalypse his 
Son in/to me so that I might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to consult any human 
being. I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned 
to Damascus.

GALATIANS 1:11-17
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In the book of Acts, both Luke and Paul describe Paul’s apocalypse in narrative form. Notice that the narrative does not 
call it an apocalypse but describes the vision in detail.

Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and 
asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether 
men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light 
from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me?” “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into 
the city, and you will be told what you must do.” The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the 
sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they 
led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.

ACTS 9:1-9 (NIV)

“About noon as I came near Damascus, suddenly a bright light from heaven flashed around me. I fell to the ground and 
heard a voice say to me, ‘Saul! Saul! Why do you persecute me?’ ‘Who are you, Lord?’ I asked. ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom you are persecuting,’ he replied. My companions saw the light, but they did not understand the voice of him who 
was speaking to me. ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ I asked. ‘Get up,’ the Lord said, ‘and go into Damascus. There you will be 
told all that you have been assigned to do.’ My companions led me by the hand into Damascus, because the brilliance of 
the light had blinded me.

ACTS 22:6-11 (NIV)

On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. About noon, 
King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing around me and my 
companions. We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecuting,’ the Lord replied. ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have appeared to you to appoint you as a servant 
and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of me. I will rescue you from your own people and from the 
Gentiles. I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of the 
Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are made holy by faith in me.’

So then, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven. ACTS 26:12-19 (NIV)

Conclusion 
In the Bible, an apocalypse is a moment in someone’s life where God reveals himself in such a way that the observer is 
overtaken by a divine vantage point on their life or human history. These moments almost always involve altered states of 
consciousness (dreams, visions) as a result of ascetic practices (fasting, meditating, prayer, isolation). In these moments 
of heightened awareness, the person comes to realize that their current situation or environment is actually permeated 
with divine presence and power. In an apocalyptic moment, heaven joins earth in the mind and heart of the visionary, and 
they are able to see reality in a way that others cannot.


