



WON’T YOU BE MY NEIGHBOR? 
Love-Driven Justice is our second of our five values of the Free Methodist 
Way. We desire that love is the way we demonstrate God’s heart for 
justice by valuing the image of God in all men, women, and children. We 
demonstrate this by acting with compassion towards the oppressed, 
resisting oppression, and stewarding Creation. This is something that is 
aspirational — as we have yet to achieve all that God has designed us and 
the way it has been intended it to be. As a group, watch through Pastor 
Jim’s Love-Driven Justice and engage in the questions below.  

Open in prayer.  

Opening Questions: 
Pick one of the three questions to open your discussion. If time allows, you 
can come back to the other questions at the end. 

• What did you think of the BibleProject Video on Justice. 

• Describe in your own words, what fairness and equity mean to you. 

• How would you feel if someone ignored, snubbed, or harmed — 
physically or verbally — your spouse? Your child(ren)? Would you take it 
personally? Why? 

Digging Deeper: 
READ: Deuteronomy 24:17v22 



In passages like this one, we can see that God deeply cares for the 
vulnerable––the foreigner, the orphan, and the widow. These laws 
address equality and care for the vulnerable. Notice that the motivation 
given is, “you used to be slaves in Egypt.” In other words, everyone shares 
this in common. 

REFLECTION 1: 
• What stood out to you as you read this passage? 

REFLECTION 2: 
• Who are the vulnerable today? 

REFLECTION 3: 
• How does recognizing that you have also been redeemed by Jesus 

impact how you think about yourself and others? 

READ: Isaiah 58v1-14 
In this passage, we find that God’s people are neglecting the vulnerable 
in their communities, while continuing in their rhythms of worship (the 
Sabbath, prayer, and fasting). But what God cares about most is that his 
people do justice and care for the oppressed in their community. 

REFLECTION 1: 
• Did anything in this passage surprise you? 

REFLECTION 2: 
• In what ways do we sometimes focus on external practices rather than 

what matters most to God? 



REFLECTION 3: 
• What injustice grieves you the most right now? What do you think God 

thinks and feels about this? 

READ: Matthew 25v31-46 
One of the most striking comparisons in this passage is the reactions of 
the two people groups. Those on Jesus’ right hand act as if they are 
undeserving of such a reward! They are humble and can’t recall when 
they “fed,” “clothed,” or “invited” Jesus in. In contrast, those on Jesus’ left 
try to justify themselves. They are aghast that Jesus is condemning them! 
They seem to have no idea why or to what they are being held 
accountable. 

REFLECTION 1: 
• Why do you think justice is so important to God? 

REFLECTION 2: 
• What acts of ministry did the sheep (those on the right hand of Jesus) 

do? (See v.35–36.) 

REFLECTION 3: 
• Why does Jesus seem to take it personally when the “least of these 

brothers and sisters of mine” are ignored? (See v.41.) 

READ: James 1v26-2:5 
James describes genuine devotion to God as being aware of the needs 
of vulnerable people in our communities and doing something about it. 
He talks about how we are easily blind to inequality and sometimes even 
play a part in it. James actually sees the poor as having a privileged 



position because they can more easily see their need for God’s provision 
and grace. 

REFLECTION 1: 
• Who around you might need support in this crisis? 

REFLECTION 2: 
• Where do you find hope when there’s injustice in and around us? 

FINAL THOUGHT 
Consider for a moment that Jesus overlooked us. That we, somehow, 
were left out — not befriended by Him, loved by Him, or seen by Him? 
Can you even dream of such a thing? If Jesus is not blind to our needs, 
why are we, who call Jesus Savior and Lord, quite blind to the needs of 
others?


