
OLD PATHS 1:1 BIBLE-BASED DISCIPLESHIP 
 

1:1 Discipleship – Bible Baptist Church Page 1                

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

FOLLOW  
ME AS I FOLLOW  

CHRIST. 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
  



OLD PATHS 1:1 BIBLE-BASED DISCIPLESHIP 
 

1:1 Discipleship – Bible Baptist Church Page 2                

 

 

BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP 

 
Introduction 

 

 Throughout history, God has given every individual a chance to repent and trust the Lord Jesus 

Christ by faith for salvation.  Sadly, most people have rejected Him, and will, therefore, remain 

separated from God for eternity in His eternal prison called hell and the lake of fire.  Thus repenting and 

trusting the Lord Jesus Christ alone as your personal Lord and Savior is the most important decision you 

could ever make. 

 

 Through the Lord Jesus Christ, we may enter the relationship with God that He intended for us to 

have when He created us.  No longer living life in vain, we may now tap into the reason for our very 

existence on this planet. 

 

 We believe that the devil is aware of every person who enters this relationship with the Father.  

Though his desire for you to reject God’s salvation is no longer in effect, he now will exert every effort 

to keep you from growing close to God and fulfilling God’s plan for your life. 

 

 These discipleship lessons are designed to help you begin your new life in Jesus Christ.  They are 

to help you understand what your relationship to God is, how to communicate with Him, how to apply 

basic Bible principles to your life, and how your life can be an influential witness and testimony of 

God’s grace. 

 

 Whether you have recently come to Christ, or you have been a Christian for years, understanding 

these principles will help establish a solid foundation in your life whereby you can learn to enjoy a 

victorious life in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 Our sincere prayer for you is that these lessons might help you grow in the grace and knowledge 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP 

 
Memory Verses 

 

 

1. THE WORD OF GOD 

 

Psalm 119:9 Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed [thereto] 

according to thy word. 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All scripture [is] given by inspiration of God, and [is] profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God 

may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

 

2 Peter 1:21 For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 

spake [as they were] moved by the Holy Ghost. 

 

 

2. SALVATION 

 

John 3:3 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be 

born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

 

Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 

death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned: 

 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us [our] sins, and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

 

3. ETERNAL SECURITY 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: [it is] the 

gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

 

1 John 2:25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, [even] eternal life. 

 

1 John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 

that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 

God. 
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4. BAPTISM 

 

Romans 6:1-7 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God 

forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye not, that so many 

of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are 

buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the 

glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been 

planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also [in the likeness] of [his] 

resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with [him], that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from 

sin. 

 

 

5. THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 

[which is] in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a 

price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 

 

Galatians 5:16 [This] I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 

 

Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 

goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 

 

 

6. PRAYER 

 

Psalm 66:18 If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear [me]: 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you. 

 

1 Timothy 2:5 For [there is] one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus; 

 

 

7. THE WILL OF GOD 

 

Romans 12:1-2 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, [which is] your reasonable service. And 

be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye 

may prove what [is] that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

 

1 Peter 3:17 For [it is] better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing, than for 

evil doing. 
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2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but 

is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to 

repentance. 

 

 

8. THE LOCAL CHURCH 

 

1 Corinthians 12:27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 

 

Ephesians 4:11-12 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; 

and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 

for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

 

2 Timothy 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same 

commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also. 

 

 

9. OTHER CHRISTIANS 

 

Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as 

God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you. 

 

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with 

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin. 

 

1 John 3:14-15 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 

brethren. He that loveth not [his] brother abideth in death. Whosoever hateth his brother is a 

murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him. 

 

 

10. GIVING 

 

Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, 

yet for your sakes he became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich. 

 

2 Corinthians 9:7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, [so let him give]; not 

grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

 

 

11. MONEY & POSSESSIONS 

 

Philippians 4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I 

am, [therewith] to be content. 
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Philippians 4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Colossians 3:2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 

 

 

12. DEALING WITH SIN 

 

Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 

 

Romans 6:11 Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto 

God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Hebrews 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as [we are, yet] without sin. 

 

 

13. LIBERTY IN CHRIST 

 

Romans 15:1 We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to 

please ourselves. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:31 Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 

glory of God. 

 

Galatians 5:13 For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only [use] not liberty for an 

occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 

 

 

14. MY JOB AND EMPLOYER 

 

Mark 10:44-45 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be servant of all. For even 

the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom 

for many. 

 

Colossians 3:23 And whatsoever ye do, do [it] heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; 

 

2 Timothy 2:4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of [this] life; that he 

may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 

 

 

15. THE UNSAVED WORLD 

 

1 Corinthians 8:3 But if any man love God, the same is known of him. 
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2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 

 

1 John 2:15-16 Love not the world, neither the things [that are] in the world. If any man love 

the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that [is] in the world, the lust of the 

flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

 

 

16. THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 

 

Luke 16:15 And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify yourselves before men; but 

God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in 

the sight of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:8-9 We are confident, [I say], and willing rather to be absent from the body, 

and to be present with the Lord. Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we 

may be accepted of him. 

 

1 John 2:28 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have 

confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 
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LESSON 1:  THE WORD OF GOD 

 

“What is the significance of the Bible in my life?” 

 

KEY = Infallible Guide 
 

What separates Christianity from any “religion” in the world is its claim to an absolute written 

authority from God.  Having the Word of God, the Bible, is essential to a Christian’s growth in the grace 

and knowledge of Jesus Christ.  The standards by which a Christian is to govern his life in every detail 

are found in the pages of the Word of God. 

 

Let’s begin by understanding how the Word of God comes alive in our lives. 

 

 

I. The Word of God is active in salvation. 

 

 

A. The Word of God is the agent which brings about new birth.  1 Peter 1:23 says that you 

are born again “by the word of God.”  Verse 25 says, …And this is the word which by the 

gospel is preached unto you. 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9; Romans 10:17; James 1:21  

 

 

B. Paul’s summary of the gospel contains four parts in 1 Corinthians 15:1-4: 

 

1. Jesus Christ died for our sins. 

 

2. Was buried. 

 

3. Rose from the dead. 

 

4. ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES. 

 

 

C. You must believe what the Bible says about God’s judgment, your sin and guilt for 

having broken God’s Law, your condemnation and deserved punishment in hell, and 

God’s plan of salvation through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ in order to be saved.  

 

John 16:8-11; Romans 2:16; 3:19-20; 1 John 3:4; James 2:10; John 3:17-19, 36; Matthew 

7:13-22; 10:28; Acts 17:30-31; 20:21; 28:20; Romans 10:9-13; 1 Corinthians 15:1-2  
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Since you are saved by the Word of God, it must be your absolute, infallible guide to tell you 

how to live.  To illustrate:  Every major purchase (car, appliance, etc.) is accompanied by an 

owner’s manual, which tells you how to operate it.  If you don’t go by the book, it won’t work 

the way it is designed to work. 

 

Likewise, the Bible is God’s owner’s manual or road map for your life.  God would not save 

you and call you to service without clear, exact instructions; but you must “follow directions.” 

 

Joshua 1:8 says, This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 

therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is written therein: for 

then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good success. 

 

 

 

II. What is the purpose of the Word of God for a Christian? 

 

Getting acquainted with the basics of the Bible and how it relates to everyday life will help you 

begin to understand how its principles are to guide every facet of your walk with Jesus Christ. 

 

 

A. The Word of God equips you for service.  See Ephesians 6:10-18 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  

 

All scripture in given by inspiration of God, and is profitable  
 

for doctrine,  (for what’s right – guidelines, Psalms 119:128) 
 

for reproof,  (for what’s wrong – shows our error, Proverbs 6:23) 
 

for correction,  (how to correct what’s wrong – change and repentance,  

   Proverbs 1:23) 
  

for instruction in righteousness: (keeping it from going wrong again – growth and 

     stability) 
  

 “That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”   

 

 

B. The Word of God sustains you.  This is illustrated in the Bible as “spiritual food.”  See 

Job 23:12 and Jeremiah 15:16.  It is a complete and balanced diet. 

 

 

1.   As newborns babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow 

thereby: 1 Peter 2:2 
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2.   How sweet are thy words unto my taste!  yea, sweeter than honey to my mouth!          

Psalm 119:103 

 

 

3.  …It is written, That man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.  

Luke 4:4 

 

 

4.   That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 

Ephesians 5:26 

 

 

5.   And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto carnal, 

even as unto babes in Christ.  I have fed you with milk, and not with meat: for 

hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye able.  1 Corinthians 

3:1-2 

 

 

C. The Word of God keeps you clean to please God. 

 

Psalm 119:9-11; John 15:3 

 

 

 

III. Is the Bible completely reliable? 

 

 If I am going to accept the Word of God as the final authority in every area of my life and apply 

it, I must recognize its reliability. 

 

 

A. It is more sure than the audible voice of God.  This is a very critical point.  It must be 

understood that all “experiences” are to be judged by the infallible standard, which is 

greater than any experience.  Peter said the Word of God was MORE SURE than the 

physical appearance and audible voice of God.  

 

 See Matthew 17:1-9 followed by 2 Peter 1:16-21  

 

 

B. The universe was created by the spoken Word of God. 

 

 Hebrews 11:3; Psalm 33:6; Genesis 1:3  
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C. A brief history of the Bible  

    

1. The Bible has a total of 66 books, written by more than 40 authors over a time 

span of about 2,000 years. 

 

2. The Bible is totally accurate in all matters of history and prophecy and contains 

no contradictions. 

 

3. The Bible fits together perfectly as if written by one man. 
 

  

IV. How do I learn the Bible? 

 

 The Bible was written so that all who seek after Him would be able to learn of Him.  It is not 

something you can do unless you have truly repented and trusted Christ alone for salvation. 

 

A. The Holy Spirit of God will lead and guide you into all truth.  God may use other 

instruments to aid in teaching (books, tapes, preachers, etc.), but ultimately, truth is 

revealed by the Holy Spirit. 

 

John 14:26; John 16:13-15 

 

 

 B. The Bible is learned by comparing scripture with scripture, relying on God’s Spirit to 

teach you and not your own natural intellect.  “The natural man receiveth not the things 

of the Spirit of God.” 

 

 1 Corinthians 2:9-16 

 

 

V. Where should I start reading? 

  

As a young Christian, focus on the primary places that deal with your new relationship with your 

Heavenly Father.  The Gospel of John, the Epistle of 1 John and Psalm 119 are excellent places 

to begin. 

 

A. The Gospel of John is written that you might believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

   

 John 20:31 

 

B The Epistle of 1 John is written that you might have complete assurance of salvation. 

 

 1 John 5:13  

 

C. Psalm 119 is the greatest chapter in the Bible on man’s love for the Word of God. 
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D. If you find something you do not understand, don’t get upset about it.  God will reveal it 

to you in time—when you are ready.  John 16:12 

 

 Be sure you live what you do understand.  God will not give you more than you are 

capable of handling.  As you put into practice the things you are learning, God will 

entrust you with more. 

 

 

 

VI. Read this famous quote concerning the Bible. 

 

“The Bible contains the mind of God, the state of man, the way of salvation, the doom of sinners 

and the happiness of believers.  Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are binding, its histories are 

true and its decisions are immutable. 

 

Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe and practice it to be holy.  It contains light to direct you, 

food to support you and comfort to cheer you.  It is the traveler’s map, the pilgrim’s staff, the 

pilot’s compass, the soldier’s sword and the Christian’s character. 

 

Here paradise is restored, heaven opened and the gates of hell disclosed.  Christ is its grand 

subject, our good its design and the glory of God its end.  It should fill the memory, rule the heart 

and guide the feet. 

 

Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully.  It is a mine of wealth, a paradise of glory and a river of 

pleasure.  It is given to you in life, will be opened at the judgment and remembered forever.  It 

involves the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest labor and condemns all who trifle with 

its holy contents.” 
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LESSON 2:  SALVATION 

 

“What happened when I got saved?” 

 

KEY = LORDSHIP 

 
When Paul wrote the book of Romans, he intended it to be a gospel tract to the saints at Rome.  

In Romans, there is a clear progression in the way that God reveals His truth as it relates to salvation.  

If you receive the truths found in this lesson, you will be able to better understand the Bible and how 

God’s plan of salvation applies to your life today. 

 

 

II. GOD’S WORD REVEALS THE TRUTH 

 

A. God’s plan of salvation is revealed in God’s Word. 

 

 I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and 

for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name. Psalm 138:2 

 

 The Bible has a lot to say about God’s name, yet He has magnified His Word above all 

His name!  Why?  Because without His Word, we would not know about His name or 

His plan of salvation.   

 

 

B. The Bible is God’s Word.  He wrote it to reveal truth, not to hide truth.  God wants us 

to have answers.  Although there are some things that are hard to understand, most 

things in the Bible are easy to understand.  The problem is that they are hard to believe 

at times!  We must take time to hear what God has to say and believe Him. 

 

Have not I written to thee excellent things in counsels and knowledge, That I might 

make thee know the certainty of the words of truth; that thou mightest answer the words 

of truth to them that send unto thee?   Proverbs 22:20-21 

 

 

II. THE GOSPEL IS THE POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION 

 

A.       Everyone must believe the gospel of Christ in order to be saved.  The person of the  

Lord Jesus Christ is the focal point of the gospel.  Although people often mistakenly 

say it, a person does not “make Jesus lord” of their life.  He is already The Lord!  A 

person must believe that He is who the Bible says He is and surrender all to His 

Lordship.  That is why Paul preached repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord 

Jesus Christ for salvation.  To believe the gospel is to obey it – absolute surrender. 

 

Romans 1:16; Acts 17:30-31; 20:21; Luke 23:32; Acts 9:6; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-10; 

Colossians 1:28; Luke 14:26-33; 18:22; John 6:28  
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B.      The gospel was designed to reveal the righteousness of God.  God is perfectly holy and 

righteous and just.  God is a consuming fire and can have no sin in His presence.  

Therefore, the requirement for heaven is righteousness – not being good.  To obey the 

gospel is to believe that God alone is righteous and that all our righteousnesses are as 

filthy rags in His presence. 

 

Romans 1:17; Matthew 5:48; 19:17; Proverbs 10:2; 11:4; Isaiah 64:6 

 

 

C.      The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 

of men.  God is angry with the wicked every day.  Every time people break God’s Law, 

wrath is stored up against them.  Their feet are surely set in slippery places ready to be 

cast down into destruction.  The wrath of God abides on all who have not repented and 

trusted Christ alone for salvation.  One day very soon the Lord Jesus Christ is going to 

come back like a thief in the night in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know 

not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  He is coming to judge 

the world in righteousness and to recompense tribulation for all those that are ungodly.  

To obey the gospel is to believe that even your “little” sins are crimes of the highest 

magnitude against a holy God.  He is the Judge who will hold you accountable for 

every ungodly action, idle word, thought, motive and secret thing.  The world does not 

have this understanding of God. 

 

Romans 1:18; 2:5; Psalms 7:11; 73:18; John 3:36; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-10;   

Matthew 9:4; 12:36; Ecclesiastes 12:14 

 

 

III. EVERY PERSON KNOWS THAT GOD EXISTS AND IS THE CREATOR 

   

A.      That which may be known of God is manifest in every person.  God has given light to  

every man.  He has given every person the ability to know Him.  God has also written 

His Law (the Ten Commandments) on the heart of every person and has given them a 

conscience which bears witness to the truth.  Conscience means “with knowledge.”  

When someone sins and breaks God’s Law, the Bible says that they do so with the 

knowledge that it is wrong. 

 

Romans 1:19; John 1:9; Romans 2:14-15 

 

 

B.      The invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 

understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead.  Every 

person is without excuse.  God has clearly made Himself known as the Designer and 

Creator of all things.  There is no speech or language where creation does not speak of 

the righteousness and glory of God. 

 

Romans 1:20; Genesis 1:1; Psalm 19:1-3; 33:6; 50:6; 97:6 



OLD PATHS 1:1 BIBLE-BASED DISCIPLESHIP 
 

1:1 Discipleship – Bible Baptist Church Page 16                

 

 

 

C.      When they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were thankful; but became  

vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  God does not believe 

in athiests.  Everyone knows that there is a God.  The issue is that people do not want to 

obey and submit to Him.  They want to be lord of their own lives and enjoy the 

pleasures of sin for a season – falsely thinking that there will be no consequences for 

their rebellious actions against their Maker and their Judge. 

 

Romans 1:21-27; Psalm 14:1; 53:1; Hebrews 11:25-26; Job 20:4-5; Psalm 73:11-20; 

Isaiah 47:8-15; Luke 12:19-21; 16:25; John 3:17-21 

 

 

D.      They did not like to retain God in their knowledge.  The knowledge of God is most  

definitely already in their mind.  The truth is that people do not want Him!  They want 

to be king on the throne of their life.  They do not want to submit to Jesus as Lord over 

every single detail of their life. 

 

Romans 1:28-31; 2:14-15 

 

 

IV. EVERY PERSON KNOWS THAT THE JUDGMENT OF GOD IS CERTAIN 

 

A.       Because God has written His moral law (the Ten Commandments) on the hearts of all 

people, their conscience bears witness to the truth that they have broken God’s Law and 

are guilty in His eyes.  Although they do not like to admit it, they have a fear of death 

and they know that they will stand as a condemned criminal in God’s courtroom on 

Judgment Day and be guilty and deserving of God’s eternal prison called hell.  

 

Romans 1:32; 2:1-16; 1 John 3:4; Exodus 20:1-17; John 8:1-9; Hebrews 2:15; 9:27; 

Ecclesiastes 12:14; Acts 10:42; 17:30-31; Matthew 12:36; 2 Timothy 4:1, 8; 1 Peter 

4:5; 2 Peter 2:9; Revelation 20:11-15; 21:8 

 

 

B.       Most people will proclaim their own goodness.  People think that they are inherently  

good.  In reality, the Bible says that all have broken God’s Law by violating every one 

of His commandments.  There is none righteous, no, not one.  There is none that 

understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  There is none that doeth good, no, 

not one.  There is no fear of God before their eyes.  The Ten Commandments were 

given to stop the mouth of justification and leave the whole world guilty before God. 

 

Romans 3:1-20; 7:7; 1 John 3:4; Exodus 20:1-17; James 2:5-12  
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V. JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH IN THE LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 

A.      Jesus Christ paid the satisfactory payment for the sins of the world.  On the cross, a  

legal transaction took place.  The righteousness of God (which is required to enter 

heaven) is available by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe.  

Everyone can be justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ 

Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to 

declare His righteousness for the remission of sins.   

 

Romans 3:21-31; 5:19; Proverbs 10:2; 11:4; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 

Philippians 3:9; 1 John 2:1-2 

 

 

VI. PEACE WITH GOD THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 

A.       Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus  

 Christ.       

 

Romans 5:1-5 

 

 

B.       For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For  

scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would 

even dare to die.  But God commended His love toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us.   

 

Romans 5:6-11 

 

 

C.       Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even  

so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life.  

When Adam sinned, spiritual death, sin and condemnation passed upon all men.  

However, the obedience of Jesus Christ – the second Adam – brought justification and 

eternal life. 

 

Romans 5:6-11 
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THIS IS FOR THE HISTORY OF ADAM 

 

D.       As the Creator, God designed all things to reproduce “after their own kind.” 

 

Genesis 1:11, 12, 21, 24, 25 

 

 

E. God created man in His image.  His plan was for man to reproduce others that would also 

be in the “image of God” (“after their own kind”).  These people would dominate (rule) 

the earth. These people would have a close, personal relationship with their loving creator, 

much like how a “family” is supposed to function. 

 

Genesis 1:26-28 

 

God is three in one - John 1:1, 14; 1 John 5:7 

Man is three in one - 1 Thessalonians 5:23; Hebrews 4:12 

 

 

F. Because God loves man, He created him with a free will.  Without a free will man would 

be a robot and forced, in a sense, to love and worship God. God wants man to love Him in 

sincerity, just like we want our loved ones to love us. So, God created a tree and placed it 

in the midst of the garden.  This tree was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  God 

told the man not to eat from this particular tree. God told man that the day he ate from this 

tree he would surely die. 

 

This tree gave man the ability to exercise his free will.  Man could now voluntarily 

choose to love and worship God (and live forever with Him), or to disobey God (and 

die). 

 

Genesis 2:16-17 

 

 

 

III. GOD’S PLAN RUINED 

 

A. Adam eats the fruit from the tree, yet does not die physically. 

   

 Genesis 3:6, 5:4-5 

 

Q:  Is God a liar or did Adam die that day? 

  

  A:  God is not a liar and Adam did die that day (His body and soul did not die...).  

Because Adam is a triune being (in the image of God), Adam’s spirit died that 

day (again, see Genesis 5:4-5). 
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B. Adam no longer has the ability to fellowship with God his Father. Adam was removed 

from God’s presence. 

 

 Genesis 3:23-24  

 

 

 

 

C. Adam loses God’s image. He is now a two-part being with a body and soul, but a dead 

spirit (separated from God). Adam can still reproduce, but it is in “his own image, after 

his own likeness.” 

 

 Genesis 5:1-3 

 

 

D. All mankind is now in Adam’s image (Adam and Eve reproduced… “after their own 

kind”) as a two-part being (dead spirit), not able to have personal fellowship with God. 

 

 Romans 5:12 

 

 

E.      Subsequently, all mankind are sinners. 

 

     Romans 3:23 

 

 

F. Consequently, all are separated from God. 

 

         But your iniquities have separated between you and your God... Isaiah 59:2 
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G. Because God is “Holy” and perfectly “Just” (Revelation 15:4), sin must have a penalty: 

 

 For the wages of sin is death;… Romans 6:23 

 

 There are two types of death in the Bible (physical death which is the day you die and 

spiritual death which is eternal separation from God).  

 

 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: 

and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out 

of those things which were written in the books, according to their works. And the sea 

gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead which 

were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works. And death and 

hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  And whosoever was not 

found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire. Revelation 20:12-15 
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Man always tries ways to get to God on his own, but the Bible says that there is NO 

WAY a man can do anything to merit eternal life.  All of man’s efforts to earn eternal 

life fail miserably. 

 

  Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:10; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. GOD’S PLAN RENEWED 

 

B. Because God alone is Holy...only Jesus Christ (God in human flesh) could pay for our 

sins. 

 

Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18 

 

This is what is called the “gospel.”.  The word “gospel” means “good news”. The 

“good news” is that through Jesus Christ we can have our sins paid for and receive 

forgiveness.  This will give us eternal life right now.   

 

 

C. The dead spirit that we inherited from Adam can be brought to life (born again). We    

now can enter into God’s presence and have fellowship with Him forever! 

 

1 Corinthians 15:3-4, 57 

 

 

 C. The fact is this… Jesus Christ is the ONLY way (there is absolutely no other way). 

 

 John 14:6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOD 

Jesus 
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D. The Bible Says: 

 

 Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born 

again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. John 3:3 

 
 

 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 

believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son 

into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. 

He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is condemned 

already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.  

John 3:16-18 

 
 

 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 

heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.  Romans 10:9 

 
 

 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. Romans 10:13 

 
 

 The Bible clearly says that you must believe on the Lord Jesus Christ alone in 

order to be saved. This means to give control of your life to Christ alone, to receive 

and trust Him alone for forgiveness. A simple, sincere prayer of faith to God can 

change your life forever. 

 
 

  Would you like to pray right now to trust Jesus Christ and make Him the Lord of 

your life?   

 

 

  Suggested Prayer: 

  Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner.  Thank you for dying on the cross for my sins.  I 

open the door of my life and receive you as my Saviour and Lord.  Save me and   

take control of my life.  Make me the kind of person you want me to be.  Amen. 

 

Hell 
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Accepting Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior is one of the most important decisions a person can 

make.  If you have made this commitment, it is first a priority for you to grow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord.  By referring to the Biblical Discipleship Introduction, we can see how this 

growth is possible. 
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YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO GOD 

 

 

Your decision to trust Jesus Christ as your personal Savior is the greatest decision you could ever 

make.  To understand the true significance of what has happened in your life, let’s look at what took 

place and how your decision has affected your basic relationship to God. 

 

 

I. There are only two spiritual families in the world. 

 

A. The devil’s family 

 

1. Your father  

 

 John 8:44 speaks of a group of people who are “of their father the devil.”  See 

also John 8:38. 

 

2. Your birth 

 

 You enter the family by birth through your physical father, who is ultimately a 

descendant of Adam.  Genesis 5:3 shows that descendants of Adam are born in 

Adam’s image and likeness, which is that of a fallen sinner. 

 

3. Your nature 

 

 You inherited your sin nature from your father Adam.  Romans 5:12 states, 

“Wherefore, as by one man (Adam) sin entered into the world, and death by sin, 

and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 

 

4. The consequence of sin 

 Romans 5:12 also states that as a result of your sin you were sentenced to die. 

 

a. Romans 6:23:  The wages of sin is death…” 

 

b. I Corinthians 15:22: ...In Adam all die…” 

 

 

B. God’s family 

 

1. Your Father 
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 John 1:12-13 says, “But as many as received him (that is your decision to trust 

Jesus Christ as your Savior), to them gave he power to become the sons of God 

(your entrance into God’s family), even to them that believe on his name: which 

were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man (it is not 

a physical birth), but of God.” (it is a spiritual birth). 

 

 

 

2. Your birth 

 

 You also enter God’s family by birth; but it is a spiritual birth by your Heavenly 

Father.  John 3:3 states, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom 

of God.” 

 

 This new birth puts you into God’s family in exactly the same way your physical 

birth puts you into your father’s family.  You are now a son of God by birth. 

 

3. Your nature 

 

 As a result of your new birth, you have inherited God’s divine nature.  

 Colossians 3:10 says, “And have put on the new man, which is renewed in 

knowledge after the image of him that created him” 

 

4. Eternal life 

 

  You now have eternal life. 

 

a. John 6:47:  “He that believeth on me hath (present tense) everlasting life.” 

 

b. John 3:36:  “He that believeth on the Son hath (present tense) everlasting 

life.” 

 

c. I John 5:12:  “He that hath the Son hath (present tense) life…” 

 

 

 

II. Being in God’s family separates you from the devil’s family.   

 

Now that the Spirit of God dwells or lives inside you 

 (1 Corinthians 3:16), your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.  I Corinthians 6:19 says, 

“What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye 

have of God, and you are not your own?   

 

As a result, II Corinthians 6:14-18 commands the believer to maintain a difference between 

himself and the unsaved. 
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A. You are a new creature 

 

1. Your new life is perfectly summarized for you in 2 Corinthians 5:17-18, 

“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are passed 

away; behold, all things are become new.  And all things are of God, who hath 

reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ…” 

 

 

2. At the moment of your salvation, your old nature died and was buried with Christ.  

What arose out of the grave was something completely different from what went 

into the grave.  You became a new creature with a new nature! 

 

 Colossians 2:12, 3:3 

 

 

B. Body and mind 

 

1. Upon your salvation, however, you did not receive a new body or a new mind.  

That will be our future glory.  Colossians 3:4 says, “When Christ, who is our life, 

shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.”   

 

2. Because our bodies (flesh) and our minds remember what we used to do and how 

we used to think, they constantly seek to pull us toward sin.  That is why Paul 

tells us that we must: 

 

a. “mortify” or kill the deeds of our body  (Colossians 3:5) 

 

b.  “put off” the sins of the mind (Colossians 3:8-9) 

 

 

 

III. What is my relationship with God now? 

 

A. He is your Heavenly Father and you are His child.  Now that you are saved, God no 

longer deals with you as a sinner.  He deals with you as a son. 

 

1 John 2:1 says, “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if 

any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 

 

 

B. That relationship is pictured by the earthly relationship between a father 

and a son. 

 

1. “Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.” 1 Peter 5:7 
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 A good father loves and cares for his son. 

 

2. Matthew 18:6 
 

 

 A good father protects his son. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ 

Jesus.  Philippians 4:19 
 

 

 A good father provides for his son. 

 

4. “…he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance…” 

John 14:26 
 

 

 A good father guides and teaches his son. 

 

5. “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”  Psalm 46:1 
 

 

A good father helps his son. 

 

6. “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheth me.”  Philippians 4:13 
 

  

 A good father encourages his son. 

 

7. Hebrews 12:5-11 
 

 

 A good father disciplines his son. 

 

8. “…Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of 

the mouth of God.”  Matthew 4:4 

 

 A good father feeds his son. 

 

9. Romans 8:28-29 
 

 

 A good father has a plan for his son. 
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C. A good father will NEVER do anything to purposely hurt his son.  He will only do those 

things that will help him to grow and mature into the young man he wants him to be.  

Your Heavenly Father operates in the same way, only His ways are perfect.  Unlike 

earthly fathers who sometimes err, God never makes a mistake in His dealings with His 

sons. 

 

 Matthew 7:11:  “If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, 

how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask 

him?” 

 

 

IV. What about sin after I am saved? 

 

Because you still have a body of flesh (Romans 7:18), you will sin after you are saved. 

 

 

A. How does my sin affect my relationship with my Father? 

 

God does not kick you out of His family.  When you sin, He disciplines you as a son. 

Hebrews 12:5-11 

 

 

B. What should I do when I sin? 

 

Confess it and trust the blood of Jesus Christ to cleanse you.  Proverbs 28:13 says, “He 

that covereth his sins shall not prosper:  but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall 

have mercy.” 

 

See also 1 John 1:6-10  
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LESSON 3:  ETERNAL SECURITY 

 

“Now that I am saved, can I ever lose my salvation?” 

 

KEY = BIRTH 

Once an individual has settled the question of salvation as the Bible declares it—by grace 

through faith in Jesus Christ—it is imperative that he understands how that decision has affected his 

entire life. 

 

In this study we will discuss the state of the new believer in God’s family and from the biblical 

facts, settle the question of the eternal security of the Christian. 

 

 

I. Can I be cast out of God’s Family? 

 

A. The testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ Himself 

 

1. Jesus Christ promises that “…him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”  

Read John 6:37-40.  God will not cast you out of his family under any 

circumstances and He promises eternal life.  

 

2. John 10:27-29 makes is clear that no man can cause you to lose your salvation, 

because God your Father is greater than all men.   

 

Therefore, God won’t cast you out, and no man can pluck you out of His hand. 

 

 

B. Can I do something to lose my salvation? 

 

1. Salvation is by grace through faith and not by works.  It is a GIFT from God.  No 

man can lose his salvation on his own, because no man earned his salvation.  See 

Ephesians 2:8-9. 
 

 “For the grace of God that bringeth salvation...” Titus 2:11 

 “…but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Rom. 6:23 

 “Not by works of righteousness which we have done…” Titus 3:5 

 

2. Galatians 3:10 and James 2:10 tell us if we had to do anything to earn or keep 

salvation, we would lose it easily.  Yet we are assured that it is Jesus Christ who 

keeps us, not we ourselves. 
 

 “…for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep 

that which I have committed unto him against that day.” 2 Timothy 1:12 
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3. Galatians 2:21 states clearly that if we could become righteous by anything we do, 

then Jesus Christ’s death was a waste. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

So far we see that God won’t cast you out, no man can cause you to lose your salvation, 

and you can’t lose it yourself.   

 

 C. Is there anything else that can cause me to lose my salvation? 

 

Answer: NO.  Romans 8:38-39 says, “For I am persuaded that neither: 

 

“Death” – you can’t lose it when you die. 

 

 “Life” – you can’t lose it while you are alive. 

 

“Angels” – can’t take it from you. 

 

“Principalities” – the government can’t take it from you.  

 

“Powers” – the devil can’t cause you to lose it. 

 

“Things present” – nothing happening right now can take it away. 

 

“Things to come” – nothing in the future can make you lose it. 

 

“Height” – nothing above you. 

 

“Depth” – nothing below you. 

 

“Nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.”  

 

There is absolutely NOTHING that can cause you to lose your salvation. 

 

 

II. Why is this? 

 

A.  Your relationship with God is now a father/son relationship by birth.   

 

John 1:12-13 states, “But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the 

sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor 

of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 
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B.  When you were born physically, there was a record made of your birth called a birth 

certificate.  When you were born again, a record was made.  1 John 5:10-13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Your birth certificate was marked with a seal.  Your spiritual birth is sealed by the Holy 

Spirit of God.  Ephesians 4:30 

 

“…ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise…” Ephesians 1:13 

 

You will be your earthly father’s son all of your life because you were born of his seed.  

Your relationship to your earthly father is not based on what you do or do not do, it is a 

relationship you received by physical birth.  You can die, but you can never be unborn.  

In the same manner, your relationship to God is entered into by spiritual birth, and is not 

earned or lost by human accomplishments.   

 

 

 

III. What if I question my salvation? 

 

The epistle of 1 John is written to bring you to a place where you can know for sure that 

you are saved.  1 John 5:13 says, “These things have I written unto you that believe on 

the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life…”  This book 

should be a primary focal point to help you grow and to settle this issue. 

 

A. What if I don’t feel saved? 

 

 Your salvation is not based on feelings.  It is based upon the objective factual truth of the 

Word of God. 

 

1. I John 3:20 says, “For if our heart condemn us (we think or feel unsaved), God is 

greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.”  God knows if you’re saved, 

even if you don’t. 

 

2. Titus 1:2 says, “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised 

before the world began.” 

 

JUST BELIEVE WHAT GOD HAS SAID!  “And this is the promise that he hath 

promised us, even eternal life.” 1 John 2:25 

 

 

B. What if I come across some passages in the Bible that seem to indicate I can lose my           
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 salvation? 

 

1. Remember that you did not earn your salvation and therefore you cannot do 

anything to keep or maintain it.  It is by grace through faith that we are saved and 

nothing we do can justify us before God (Romans 3:24-28). 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Most all of these passages are found in transitional books of the Bible and do not 

directly apply to us in this age, at this particular time in history (always check the 

context). 

 

3. Never violate clear passages of scripture when trying to understand obscure 

passages.  All of these passages are obscure passages in the Word of God. 

 

4.  Make a note of these passages if you come across them and ask your Pastor(s) or 

a leader in your church to explain and teach them to you.  

 

 

C. Attacking the security of the believer is really attacking the Trinity. 

 

God -  Saying that He changed His judgment on our sin and that He no longer 

accepts Christ’s sacrifice as payment 

 

Jesus -  Saying His work on the cross wasn’t enough for all our sin. 

 

Holy Spirit -  Saying He is unable to seal us. 
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LESSON 4:  BAPTISM 

 

“Now that I am saved, where do I start?” 

 

KEY = OBEDIENCE 

 Most every religious denomination in existence teaches some form of baptism as part of their 

doctrine and the diversities in their teachings are wide.  This study is intended to give the Bible’s clear 

and definite teaching on the subject, so that the individual understands God’s perfect intention regarding 

baptism. 

 

 

I. What water baptism is not 

 

You will discover in the following passages that baptism is NOT for salvation.  Ephesians 2:8-9 

and Titus 3:5-7 state clearly that salvation is by God’s grace and mercy alone.  There is nothing a 

person can do to earn eternal life. 

 

See Romans 10:9-10, 13 - This passage does not include water baptism. 

 

The thief on the cross believed upon Jesus and Jesus said, “To day shalt thou be with me in 

paradise.”  The thief was not baptized in water, he only believed!  Luke 23:42-43 

 

 

II. What is baptism and why should I be baptized? 

 

A. Baptism is the first act of obedience in service to the Lord. 

 

Let us look first at the example set by Jesus Himself by submitting to baptism before He 

began His public ministry.   

 

Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22 

 

Jesus was certainly not a sinner in need of being baptized.  It is clear that Jesus was 

baptized in obedience to God’s plan.   

 

Matthew 3:13-17 states “...Suffer (allow) it to be so now; for thus it becometh us to fulfil 

all righteousness.”  

 

Here are some Bible characters who first submitted to baptism after salvation: 
 

1. The Ethiopian eunuch – Acts 8:36-39 
 

2. The apostle Paul – Acts 9:18 
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3. The Philippian jailer and his house – Acts 16:25-33 

 

This point of submission and obedience is the single most important thing to realize 

regarding baptism.  

 

 

 

 

B. We are commanded to be baptized.  

 

Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 10:48 

See John 14:15, 15:14. Remember, Jesus said these things! 

 

C. Baptism is a public act of identification with the gospel of Jesus Christ (and is a 

testimony to the fact that Jesus Christ is our Lord because we have obeyed Him). 

 

Romans 6:1-7 – Water baptism identifies us with the spiritual truth of this passage. 

 

Also, see any water baptism in the New Testament ...they are all public! 

 

D. It physically illustrates (or pictures) the spiritual reality of the gospel that we trusted in to 

save us and unite us with God in Christ.  

 

Romans 6:1-7: 

 

Christ died    -  I died (spiritually) 

He was buried    -  I was buried (spiritually) 

He was raised   -  I was raised (spiritually) 
 

 

 

III.      When should I be baptized in water? 
 

Water baptism always comes after salvation.  New Testament water baptism is only for believers 

and must take place after a person is “born again.” 

 

    Acts 8:36-39, 9:18, 16:25-33, 18:8 

 

This is exactly why babies cannot be scripturally baptized.  It is impossible for a baby to believe 

in Christ.  Therefore, babies cannot be baptized. 

 

 

IV. What is the method of water baptism? 
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As seen previously, baptism is a picture of death, burial, and resurrection.  The only way to bury 

someone is to put them completely underground.  The biblical method of baptism is complete 

immersion.  No one in the Bible was ever sprinkled because no one can be buried by sprinkling 

dirt on them. 

 

Matthew 3:13-17 – Jesus went “up straightway out” of the water. 

 

Acts 8:38-39 – They went “down” into the water. 

 

 

 

V. Where am I to be baptized? 

 

The location is not important. The fact that it is public is important.  Since all the water baptisms 

in the Bible were performed in public and because we are part of the body of Christ, publicly in 

the presence of a local church is the best place! 

 

See any of the previous references where someone was baptized. 
 

 

 

VI. Summarizing - How important is it to be baptized? 

 

A. It is NOT essential for salvation.  Ephesians 2:8-9 makes it clear a man is saved by grace 

through faith without works, including baptism. 

 

 

B. It is essential for service and spiritual growth. Matthew 28:19-20 (the “great 

commission”) proves it is essential. Baptism is an integral part of the great commission 

and precedes teaching. 

 

 

 C. Before anyone can be taught to follow Jesus Christ, they must be willing to submit to the 

first act of obedience.  If a person refuses to obey the Lord in the first point, he will not 

obey in future points. 

 

  Matthew 3:13-15; John 14:15; 15:14 
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LESSON 5:  THE HOLY SPIRIT 

 

“What are the functions and attributes of the Holy Spirit in my life?” 

 

KEY = PERMANENT RESIDENCE 

The day you received the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, the Holy Spirit (often times 

called the Holy Ghost) of God took up permanent residence inside your body.  This third person of the 

trinity is perhaps the most misunderstood and ignored part of a Christian’s relationship with God.  We 

will begin by identifying the Holy Spirit and where you can find Him. 

 

 

What are the attributes of the Holy Spirit? 

 

The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Godhead (trinity).   

 

1 John 5:7 states, “For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 

Holy Ghost: and these three are one.” 

 

As the third member of the Godhead, the Holy Spirit manifests all the attributes of God: 

 

 He is Omnipresent (everywhere at all times) – Psalm 139:7 

 He is Omniscient (all knowing) – 1 Corinthians 2:10-11 

   He is Omnipotent (all powerful) – Genesis 1:2 

 He is Eternal (always was, always will be) – Hebrews 9:14 

 

 

 The Holy Spirit does not only manifest the attributes of God, HE IS GOD. 

 

Read Acts 5:3-4.  In these passages, it is clear that to lie to the Holy Ghost is the same as lying to 

God. 

 

 

Where do I find the Holy Spirit? 

 

 The Holy Spirit of God lives on this earth inside your body if you are saved.  He 

came in at the moment of salvation and took up permanent residency. 

 

I Corinthians 6:19-20 is the definitive passage.  “What? know ye not that your body is the temple 

of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?  For ye are 

bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 

 

John 14:17 “…dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.”  

Galatians 4:6 “…into your hearts.”  
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Ephesians 2:22 “…an habitation of God.” 

            

 

 

 

 

 

What is the role of the Holy Spirit? 

 

The Holy Spirit convicts of sin.   

 

John 16:8-9 states, “And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, 

and of judgment: Of sin, because they believe not on me…” 

 

In the unsaved, He convicts of sin to bring them to salvation.  In those who are the saved, 

He convicts of sin to keep them clean and show them how to live for Jesus Christ. 

 

It is important for you to understand the difference between conviction and guilt. 

 

− Conviction is God pointing out that something is wrong so you can make it 

right. 

 

Isaiah 1:18  

 

− Guilt is the devil accusing you of being unworthy to receive 

God’s blessing. 

 

Revelation 12:10 

 
 

The Holy Spirit creates and regenerates. 

 

The Holy Spirit is active in creation.  Psalm 104:30 states “Thou sendest forth thy spirit, 

they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth.” 

 

− Genesis 1:2, in the universe 

− Job 33:4, in man 

 

In Jesus Christ, you are a new creature, born again by the Holy Spirit. 

 

− John 3:3-8 

  
 

The Holy Spirit seals you once you are saved. 

 

Ephesians 1:13-14, 4:30 
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The Holy Spirit bears witness to you of your salvation.    

 

Even at times that we may not feel saved, His Spirit gives us assurance. 

 

1 John 4:13; Romans 8:16 
 

 

The Holy Spirit teaches you the Bible. 

 

John 14:26, 16:13-15; 1 Corinthians 2:9-10 

 

 

The Holy Spirit intercedes in prayer for you.   

 

Romans 8:26-27 states, “Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not 

what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 

groanings which cannot be uttered. [27] And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what 

is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to the 

will of God.” 

 

See also:  Ephesians 2:18 

 
 

The Holy Spirit comforts you in time of need. 

 

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 states, “Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; [4] Who comforteth us in all our 

tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort 

wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. 

 

See also:  John 14:15-18; 2 Timothy 1:7 

 
 

The Holy Spirit empowers you to serve God. 

 

Zechariah 4:6 states, “…Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of 

hosts.” 

 

See also:  Ephesians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 4:7 
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What is the result of the Holy Spirit in my life? 

 

The Holy Spirit of God produces a set of character qualities as you give your life to Him and 

walk in His power.  This set of character qualities is called the fruit (singular) 

of the Spirit found in Galatians 5:22-23.  It is singular because ALL of these 

qualities are produced at the same time by a close relationship with the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

The fruit of the Spirit consists of: 

 

− Love (is unconditional) 

− Joy (internal delight regardless of circumstances) 

− Peace (between you and God and other people) 

− Longsuffering (patience) 

− Gentleness (calmness) 

− Goodness (righteousness) 

− Faith (being faithful) 

− Meekness (power under control; having the right, but not doing it) 

− Temperance (self control; spirit controlled) 

 

 

Understanding what it means to be “filled with the Spirit”  

 

Comparing Ephesians 5:18-19 and Colossians 3:16 shows that by getting into the Word of God 

and letting it dwell in your heart, you can produce the same results in your life as being filled 

with the Spirit.  The more you saturate your mind with the Word of God, the closer your 

relationship to the Holy Spirit will be. 

 
 

Simply WALK in the Spirit. Walking is a steady, consistent, natural process of 

growth.  Just as a newborn develops into a toddler who begins to walk and 

continues to grow and walk steadily, so will your walk with Christ become 

strengthened as you “walk in the Spirit.” 
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Galatians 5:16-18; Romans 8:1 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Allow God to control your life.  The filling of the Holy Spirit is NOT you getting more of the 

Holy Spirit.  You got all of Him there is at the time of salvation.  It is the Holy Spirit getting 

more of you. 
 

 

BE PATIENT AND CONSISTENT!  Being controlled by the Holy Spirit does not happen 

overnight.  It is a lifelong process of spiritual growth. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:18 states, “But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the 

Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” 

 

Filled with the Spirit = Filled with God = Filled with the Word of God 
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LESSON 6:  PRAYER 

 

“How important is prayer in my life?” 

 

KEY = COMMUNICATION 

 Someone once said that a Christian is only as strong as his prayer life.  There is a great deal of 

truth in this because prayer is simply your direct communication to God.   When you read the Bible, 

God speaks to you; and when you pray, you speak to God.  Your personal relationship with the Lord 

Jesus Christ cannot grow without proper communication. 

 

 Through this study you will become acquainted with the basics of a proper prayer life so that 

these lines of communication can be open and effective in your life. 

 

I. What is the purpose of prayer? 

 

A. It is NOT to move God for you or change His mind; it is for you 

to be conformed to His will.  

 

Jesus, our greatest example, always prayed in agreement with 

God the Father.  Matthew 26:39 states, “And he went a little farther, and 

fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 

me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.” 

 

B. A proper prayer life results in peace of heart and mind. 

 

Philippians 4:6-7 

 

 C. To draw you close to God so He can prove His sufficiency for every need. 

 

Because God is active in every detail of your life, He knows exactly what you need even 

before you ask.  Matthew 6:8 states, “…your Father knoweth what things ye have need 

of, before ye ask him. 

 

He does, however, allow needs to come into your life so He can draw you to Him to meet 

with Him.  “And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 

glorify me.”  Psalm 50:15 

 

− David called upon the Lord to meet his needs.  (2 Samuel 22:4-7) 

 

− God uses those needs to draw you to a place where He can bless you and 

reveal to you that your only real need is simply the Lord Jesus Christ and His 

grace.  The classic example of this tremendously important principle is Paul’s 

thorn in the flesh. 
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 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 

Note: The most dangerous time in your life is when every single need is met and you 

have need of nothing—including God (Revelation 3:16-17).   

  

 

 D. Essential reminders  

 

− Give thanks for everything, including difficult times of your life. 

    

  1 Thessalonians 5:18 

  

− Develop a consistent prayer attitude so that your first reaction in difficult 

times is to go to God in prayer.  If you are having a hard time praying it may 

mean you are having a hard time relying on God. 

 

  1 Thessalonians 5:17 

 

 

 

II. How do I pray? 

 

Romans 8:26-27 makes iT clear that we don’t always know how to pray, or what to pray for.  

That is why the Holy Spirit who lives inside you intercedes for you in prayer. 

 

A. Here are some basic guidelines: 

 

− Pray always—develop a lifestyle of prayer. 

 

 1 Thessalonians 5:17 – “without ceasing” 

 Luke 18:1 – “always to pray” 

 Psalm 55:17 – “Evening, and morning, and at noon” 

 

− Don’t repeat the same words over and over. 

 

 Matthew 6:7 

 

− Talk to the Lord as a friend.  He is your friend! 

 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his 

friends.  Ye are my friends…”  

 

 See also:  Exodus 33:11; Proverbs 18:24 

 

John 15 

vs  13-14  

states, 
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− It is not the position of our prayers (kneeling, sitting, eyes closed) that matters, 

but the position of our heart.  Psalm 119:2 

 
 

 

 

 

 

− Realize that you have DIRECT access to God personally.  You do not need to 

go through any man to talk to God.  “For there is one God, and one mediator 

between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”  1 Tim. 2:5 

 

See also:  Ephesians 2:18 

 

  

B. There are four basic types of prayer – 1 Timothy 2:1; 1 John 1:9 

 

 These basic types are easily remember by following a simple acronym – ACTS  

 

1. Adoration (Worship)—giving the Lord the glory He deserves.  Psalm 29:2 says, 

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; worship the Lord in the beauty of 

holiness.” 

 

− Pray using scripture, it is a great way to learn to pray and the Lord loves to 

hear you use His words.  Here are some suggested passages:   

 

Mercy   Psalm 106:1; 108:3-4 

Mighty acts and works Psalm 145:5-6; Jeremiah 32:17-19 

His character  1 Chronicles 29:10-13 

 

 

2. Confession (“Confess” means to “agree, or to say the same thing”)—confession 

means to agree with God about your sin, or to say the same thing about your sin 

that God says about it.  Psalm 32:5; Psalm 38:18; 1 John 1:9 

 

 

3. Thanksgiving—the expression of the gratefulness   

to God for His wonderful works.  Psalm 26:7; 100:4 

 

 

4. Supplication—specific requests.  Philippians 4:6 says, “…let your requests be 

made known unto God.”  Too many prayers are wasted because they are so 

general.  (For example:  “God, please give me a blessing.”  Which one?  How do 

you want me to bless you?   

 

See also:  Psalm 140:6; Psalm 142:1 
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− Specific requests made on behalf of other people are referred to in scripture as 

“intercessions.”  This is important to keep your motives pure, and to help you 

keep your eyes off of yourself. 

 

 

 

   

C. How important is it to pray for others? 

 

− Paul prayed for others continually, Romans 1:9 says, “…that without ceasing 

I make mention of you always in my prayers” and he requested prayer on 

many occasions.   

 

  Hebrews 13:18; 2 Thessalonians 3:1 

 

 

− Samuel said it was a sin against God not to pray for others. 

 

 1 Samuel 12:23 says, “Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin 

against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you…” 

 

 

− An example of effectual prayer for others is how a preacher from England 

named George Mueller prayed for the salvation of several people for up to 60 

years.  When he died, some were still unsaved.  However, there were some 

saved at his funeral and many others were saved within the next year. 

 

James 5:16b says, “The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 

much.” 

 

 

− Keep at it.  The full results of your prayers will never be known completely in 

this life. 

 

 

 

III. Does God answer all of my prayers? 

 

A. Yes, but not always the way you may want Him, or at the time 

you want Him. Remember, God is our heavenly Father and all His ways are perfect. 

There will be times, when in His infinite wisdom, the best answer to our prayer will be 

“no” or “not yet.”  In those times, simply trust Him. 

 

God’s three answers to prayer – YES, NO, NOT YET! 
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B. Be sure to keep your basic relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ 

proper.  There are some things in your life that will hinder your 

prayers. 

 

1. Unconfessed sin—Psalm 66:18 says, “If I regard iniquity in my 

heart, the Lord will not hear me.” 

 

See also:  Isaiah 59:1-2 

 

2. An unforgiving spirit—Matthew 6:14-15 

 

3. Bitterness toward your mate (as well as others) 

 

1 Peter 3:7 – against your spouse 
 

James 5:16 – against others 

 

4. Not asking—James 4:2 says, “Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, 

and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 

 

See also:  Matthew 7:7-8 

 

5. Asking with selfish or other wrong motives—James 4:3 says, Ye ask, and receive 

not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 

 

See also:  Proverbs 21:13; 1 John 5:14 

 

6. Insensitivity to the Word of God—Proverbs 28:9; Zechariah 7:11-13 

 

 

Note: There is good news…you can change these things in your life!   

 

 

 

IV. Final Comments and suggestions 

 

A. Making a list or prayer journal will help you remember what to pray for.  

Otherwise, your prayer life may not be consistent. 
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B. Keeping a list of answered prayers is tremendously important to reinforce your faith in 

God’s ability to answer prayer. 

 

C. Remember, communication is key in every relationship 
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LESSON 7:  THE WILL OF GOD 

 

“How do I find God’s will for my life?” 

 

KEY = DIRECTION 

A famous preacher once said that a successful man is a man who finds out what God wants him 

to accomplish with his life and then fulfills it. That is a very profound statement. The true measure of a 

man’s success is not his social status or bank account, or his influence and fame. It is simply doing what 

God wants him to do. 

 

The purpose of this study is to give the individual a clear understanding of what the will of God 

is, as revealed in the Bible, so he can begin to accomplish those things God would have him to 

accomplish. 

 

 

I. The Will of God and the Plan of God are not the same 

 

A. The will of God is not physical, but spiritual.  It is never connected with a set of rules, a 

geographical location or a specific ministry. 

 

B. The will of God is not to be confused with the plan of God for 

your life.  God has a specific plan for your life individually and 

only God can give you all of the details regarding it because it is 

HIS plan for you, not any man’s.  We will discuss this in greater 

detail later.  

 

 

 

II. There are two aspects to the will of God, His permissive will and His directive will. 

 

A. The permissive will of God. 

 

It must be clearly understood that God allows things to happen (or gives His permission) 

that He does not approve of in order to accomplish some larger purpose.  Examples are 

abundant, both in and out of scripture. 

 

− Paul’s trip to Jerusalem—Acts 21:4-14.  God warned him three times not to go, 

but then allowed him to go to teach him obedience and ultimately to get him to 

Rome. 

 

− Hitler—God certainly did not approve of him murdering 6 million of His chosen 

people, but allowed it as the beginning of the restoration of the Jews and to return 

them to their homeland. 
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− 1 Peter 3:15-18—God allows suffering in the lives of His children to perfect 

them, although He would clearly prefer that they not have to suffer. 

 

 

 

 

Note: Man has a free will.  God will not force anyone to do anything.  God offers 

salvation and lays down the principles for a godly life; but if a man exercises the 

free will God has given him and rejects it, God permits that man’s free will to be 

exercised and the man suffers the consequences. 

 

 

B. The directive will of God. 

 

There are certain things God specifically “wills.” 

 

1. 2 Peter 3:9 says that God “is not willing that any should 

perish…”  All unsaved people are out of the will of God regardless of what else 

they may do. 

 
 

2. We are to give thanks.  1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “In everything give thanks: for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 

 
 

3. 1 Peter 2:13-15—We are to submit to every ordinance of man (obeying the law).  

However, this must be balanced by the next point: 

 
 

4. Romans 12:1-2—We are not to be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of our minds.  (Submission to the ordinances of man is to maintain a 

proper testimony to win them; while at the same time, your life is to be 

transformed to live by a higher standard to please God). 

 
 

5. God desires our sanctification. 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 starts by saying, “For this is 

the will of God, even your sanctification…”  Also meaning, growing in holiness.  

God is more concerned with your holiness than your happiness.  

 
 

6. Ephesians 6:5-8—Our service is to be from the eart,   with pure motives, as if we 

were serving Jesus Christ. 

 
 

7. Ephesians 5:15-17—We are to redeem the time.  Quit wasting time, it belongs to 

God anyway!  Make use of the small amount God has given you. 

 

 

 



OLD PATHS 1:1 BIBLE-BASED DISCIPLESHIP 
 

1:1 Discipleship – Bible Baptist Church Page 49                

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Summarizing God’s will for your life:  The will of God is the same for every person on earth – to 

be conformed to the image of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

− Romans 8:28-29 – “And we know that all things work together for good to them that 

love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.  For whom he did 

foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he 

might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 

 

− See also:  John 17:20-23; Ephesians 4:13-15 

 

 

 

III. The Plan of God 

 

The plan of God (and will of God) is always found inside the Word of God.  You find them both 

by renewing your mind (Romans 12:1-2) and you renew your mind by letting “…this mind be in 

you, which was also in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).  You must replace carnal thoughts with 

God’s thoughts by immersing yourself in the Word of God (2 Corinthians 10:5). 

 

A. How does God reveal His plan for my life? 

 

1. You must be in conformity to the will of God before He will reveal His plan to 

you.  Your priority should be to fulfill the general will of God in your daily life, 

then trust Him to guide you in the detailed plan. 

 

2. God is infinitely more interested in your being the type of person He wants you to 

be than in your doing for Him all the “mighty works.”  Be the kind of person He 

wants you to be, and He will show you what to do. 

 

 

B. Why doesn’t God reveal His plan for me now? 

 

− It would overwhelm you before you got started. 

 

− You may not be equipped to handle it yet.  God will reveal what you can handle, 

when you can handle it.  John 16:12 says, I have yet many things to say unto you, 

but ye cannot bear them now.” 

 

− You may not be the type of person God wants you to be yet. 
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LESSON 8:  THE LOCAL CHURCH 

 

“What is the purpose of my involvement in a local church?” 

 

KEY = ACCOUNTABILITY 

God has established three major institutions on this earth: the family, civil government and the 

local church.  It is the local church, which has been commissioned by God to carry out His purposes in 

reaching the lost and perfecting the saved.  Therefore, God’s plan for a Christian is always fulfilled best 

when connected to, and actively participating in, the ministry of a local church. 

 

 This study will clearly show you the central role in which the church should play in your 

everyday life. 

 

 

I. What is the local church? 

 

A local church is a body of men and women who have been saved and called 

by God to serve in a specific geographic area. The world can then physically 

observe the “body of Christ” as it is exemplified on this “local” level. 
 

In comparison, “The church” is the “body of Christ,” the saved multitudes from every nation, 

tribe and tongue. This “body” however cannot be physically observed by the world in its entirety 

(IE. a foot in the U.S., a hand in Asia, an ear in Europe, etc.). 

 

A. The body of Christ 

 

1. In 1 Corinthians 12:27 Paul, writing to saved people in a local church states, “ye 

are the body of Christ.” 

 

2. Paul compares the church body to the human body in these passages: 

 

1 Corinthians 12:14-27 

 

− Each member has a different function, verses 14-20 

− No one member can function alone, verse 21 

− Each member’s contribution is important, verses 22-24 

− A properly functioning body operates as a single unit, verses 25-27 

 
 

B. It is NOT a building 

 

1. We worship God in spirit and truth - John 4:24 

 

2. Our physical body is the temple of God - 1 Corinthians 6:19 
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BIBLE BAPTIST CHURCH MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Our Mission is to Glorify God by: 

Reconciling each individual to Him through His Son, 

Conforming them into Christ’s image through His Word, 

Perfecting them to minister His Word to the world. 

 

C. It is NOT a denominational group of congregations. (Every church was independent, 

autonomous, and self-governing – Galatians 1:2; also see any NT church epistle) 

 

II. What is the function of the local church? 

 

A. The single most important priority of the local church is to glorify 

God.  He is glorified when His body (the church) is edified (built up, 

taught, strengthened, perfected and growing in numbers). 
   

 Ephesians 3:21 says, “Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 

throughout all ages, world without end.” 

 

 See also:  Ephesians 4:11-16; 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

B.        The first local church was structured in Jerusalem (Acts 2:41-47).  The believers there        

organized their church for the following purposes: 

 

− The teaching of the Word of God, verse 42 

− Fellowship with other believers, verse 42 

− Prayer, verse 42 

− To be a testimony of God’s grace and power, verse 43 

− For mutual assistance and ministry, verses 44-45 

− To reach out into the community, verses 46-47 

− To glorify and praise God, verse 47 
 

Notes: It also appears that they observed the two ordinances of the church: Baptism – 

verse 41, and the Lord’s Supper – verse 42. Although the partaking of the Lord’s 

Supper is not directly stated in verse 42, Jesus did tell them to observe it till his 

return (Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25). Therefore, whether this “breaking of 

bread” was an actual meal or ordinance observance, the Lord’s Supper would 

have been observed by them at some point in obedience to the Jesus’ command. 

 

 Every church is vulnerable to attack and division. If you have an issue that could 

cause a public problem, make sure you address it biblically, with prudence, much 

humility, and in a fashion that is pleasing to the Lord before risking any discord. 

 

   

III. How do I function in the church body? 
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During your Christian life, you should grow through three broad, general stages. 

 

A. Observe and learn—Your first priority should be to submit to the teaching of the Word of 

God to learn to be the man or woman God wants you to be. 
 

Matthew 11:28-30 
 
 

B. Participate—In time, you will naturally grow to the point where you can begin to serve 

and take on some basic functions through the already established ministries of your 

church.  Ministry further defined = Word of God and people. 
 

Matthew 4:19 says, “…Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 

 

See also:  James 1:22-25 

 

At some point you must go to work. You cannot just sit around and do nothing. If 

everyone did nothing, nothing would get done!  

 
 

C. Lead—As your growth continues, you should reach the point where you can begin to 

minister to others in the same way you have been ministered to. 
 

2 Timothy 2:2 says, “And the things that thou hast heard of me 

among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who 

shall be able to teach others also.” 

 

These three stages can be roughly compared to the stages of growth physically: Child, Youth and 

Adult.  Growth is a progression, don’t ever stop growing! 

 

Note: BE PATIENT! This process takes time. Just be sure to remain faithful to God’s 

established institution, THE LOCAL CHURCH.  Remember, the church is not somewhere 

you go, the church is something you are! 

 

IV. How do I find the particular local church that God wants me to serve through? 

 

A. Pray about it.  Ask God to show you which church to associate 

yourself with. 
 

James 1:5 says, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 

giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 

him.” 

 

 

B. Observe the church and its qualities and compare them with the functions of a biblical 

church. 
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− First, is there evidence of soul winning?  “Wherefore by their fruits ye shall 

know them” Matthew 7:20.   

 

See also: Acts 2:47 

 
 

− Secondly, do they believe, preach and teach that the Bible is the preserved 

Word of God and is the infallible, inerrant guide for life? 

 

Titus 1:9 says, “Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he 

may be able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the 

gainsayers.” 

 

2 Timothy 3:14-17 says, “But continue thou in the things which thou hast 

learned and hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 

And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to 

make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All 

scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God 

may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.” 
 

 

− Next, are members encouraged to read and study the Bible as much as those in 

leadership? 

 

Acts 17:10-12 

 
 

− Then, do they minister to the needs of the people? 

 

Acts 6:1  

 

− Finally, do they send out and support missionaries? 

 

Acts 13:1-3 

 

 

A local church is critical in your Christian growth and maturity. You must be connected as a 

member of a local body of believers in order to mature in your relation with God. No one is an island; no 

one can accomplish the mission alone. You must be partners and co-laborers with other believers in your 

geographic area. Find, join, and participate in the ministry of a local church.  
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LESSON 9:  OTHER CHRISTIANS 

 

“What is my relationship to other Christians?” 

 

KEY = FAMILY 

When you were saved, you moved from the devil’s family to God’s family.  Spiritually, you now 

have a new family with many brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ.  We all have practical experience with 

our earthly or physical families and now we want to study our new spiritual relationships and clearly 

understand how the body of Christ operates as a family unit.   

 

 

 

I. How am I related to other Christians? 

 

 

A. They are our brothers (and sisters) in Jesus Christ.  Be sure to 

understand that, only those in Jesus Christ (saved people) are 

your brothers, regardless of any other factors.  Likewise, those 

NOT in Jesus Christ (unsaved people) are NOT your brothers, 

regardless of any other factors. 

 

That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but 

the children of the promise are counted for the seed. Romans 9:8 

 

See also: 

Romans 8:29; 1 John 3:1-3; Hebrews 2:9-12 

 

 

B. They are your fellow laborers in service for Jesus Christ.  1 Corinthians 3:5-10 

 

Verse 9 says, For we are labourers together with God:… 

 

 

 

II. What are my responsibilities toward other Christians? 

 

 

PRAY – We are to pray for each other.  Almost every one of Paul’s letters opens with a prayer 

for those he is writing to. 

 

1 Thessalonians 1:2-3; 2 Timothy 1:3 
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MINISTER – We are to minister to each other both physically and spiritually. 

 

1. Physically, for those in your immediate family (your local church). Romans 12:13 

 

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto 

them who are of the household of faith. Galatians 6:10  

 

AND 

 

Physically, to the entire body of Christ in other areas. Acts 11:27-30 

 

Verse 29 says, Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined 

to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: 

 

 

2. Spiritually. Romans 15:1-2; Hebrews 13:3 

 

 BRETHREN, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such 

an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted.  

Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

 Galatians 6:1-2 

 

 

 

ENCOURAGE – We are to encourage and edify one another. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 

 

 

SERVE – We are to serve one another. 

 

1. Look to serve others first.  

 

 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each 

esteem other better than themselves.  Look not every man on his own things, but 

every man also on the things of others.  Philippians 2:3-4 

 

2. Serve as Christ served. Matthew 20:25-28 
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 Verse 28 says, Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 

minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 

 

 

 

 

 

III. What should be my attitude toward other Christians?  

 

Because we are brothers and sisters in Christ, we often hold each other to a 

greater level of expectancy than our own earthly family members.  

Although this is not always a bad thing, it can make us vulnerable to 

developing harmful judgmental attitudes.  We can tend to disassociate 

ourselves with other Christians who do not believe or think exactly as we 

do, considering that there must be something wrong with their character. 

When our personal preferences become equal with Bible doctrine, we can 

think it right to separate ourselves from them.  BEWARE OF THIS SINFUL ATTITUDE. 

 

A. My primary attitude should be to love them. 1 John 3:14-16 

 

And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the 

multitude of sins.1 Peter 4:8 

 

Charity (or love) does not hide sin; it just allows us to gracefully love others. 

 

B. Be patient with them. 

 

Romans 15:5-7 

 

C. Be sensitive to their needs. James 2:15-16 

 

But whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his 

bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?  My little children, 

let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth. 

1 John 3:17-18  

 

D. Be forgiving of each other. Colossians 3:13 

 

And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 

Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. Ephesians 4:32 

 

Note: Imagine how Jesus, who is perfect and holy in all of these areas, loves us unconditionally. 
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IV. What if another Christian offends me?  

 

Unfortunately, this will probably happen to you if you spend any time with your brothers and 

sisters in Jesus Christ.  There will be times of offense, hurt and disagreement within the body 

of Christ, just as in your physical family.  If and when this happens, if it is serious enough, the 

Bible gives a definite progression of principles to deal with the matter.  How should you 

respond in such a case? 

 

 

Special Note:  Always consider your part in the situation and “examine” yourself first.  

 Matthew 7:1-5 

 

A. Take the offense directly to the other party first, privately, and try to settle it between 

yourselves.   

 

 Matthew 18:15 

 

 

B. If the matter is not resolved privately, take it to a godly unbiased third party (IE. a leader 

in your church) to attempt to mediate the situation.  Matthew 18:16 

 

 1 Corinthians 6:1-5 verse 5 says, …Is it so, that there is not a wise man among you? no, 

not one that shall be able to judge between his brethren? 

 

 

C. Do NOT go to the unsaved to settle a problem within the body of Christ. 

 

 1 Corinthians 6:6 

 

 

D. If this matter still cannot be resolved: 

 

1. Personally accept the wrong. 

 

I Corinthians 6:7-8 

 

2. Commit the situation to the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will handle it justly. 

 

I Peter 2:19-23 

 

3. Forgive your brother. Ephesians 4:31-32 

 

Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel 

against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye.  

Colossians 3:13 
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Be gracious. Remember, you want grace when you mess up; therefore, always be 

ready to give grace to others when they mess up.  

 

4. Pray for your brother. 

 

Matthew 5:43-48  Verse 44 says, But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless 

them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 

despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

 

 

V. How do I have true “Fellowship” with other believers and what is it exactly? 

 

“Fellowship” is a term commonly used by Christians generally referring to 

getting together for activities or times of sharing common interests.  

However, this is only a small part of true fellowship.  To fellowship is 

to share things, but true biblical fellowship goes FAR BEYOND just a 

meal or an activity.  It is the sharing of life through the person of the 

Lord Jesus Christ with another believer. 

 

A. The essential elements of true biblical fellowship are not physical matters such as social 

status, friendship, common interests, etc.; but are spiritually based or emulate personal 

character. 

 

1. Humility (humbleness)—Philippians 2:3-8 

 

2. Honesty (truthfulness)—Ephesians 4:25; 2 Corinthians 4:2 

 

3. Love (as Christ loved you)—John 13:35; Galatians 5:13-15 

 

4. Hospitality (generous to guests; with gladness)—Titus 1:8, Acts 2:42, 46-47 

 

 

B. The components of true fellowship are, among others: 

 

1. Prayer—2 Corinthians 1:11 

 

2. Faith—Romans 1:12 

 

3. Ministry—Galatians 2:9 

…and take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 2 Cor. 8:4 

 

4. Suffering—Philippians 3:10 

But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings; that, when his 

glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.  1 Peter 4:13 
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You MUST LEARN to have close, personal and meaningful fellowship with Jesus Christ 

before your fellowship with other Christians will be proper. 1 John 1:3-7 

 

Oftentimes you will NOT agree with other Christians about certain situations or how those 

situations are to be biblically handled.  Although biblical truth is truth (no matter what) the way 

that truth works out practically in each individual’s life can and does differ.  Perfect 

agreement is not possible in all cases.  That is why this point is so absolutely crucial. 
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LESSON 10:  GIVING 

 

“What is the meaning of giving?” and “ 

What are my responsibilities in this area?” 

 

KEY = ALL 

Giving is an extremely controversial subject in Christianity today, largely due to the severe 

pressures exerted on God’s people to give to so many worthy causes.  This is perhaps one of the most 

misunderstood subjects.  This study will reveal the Christian’s responsibility both in the stewardship of 

his life as well as his resources. 

 

 

 

I. In order for giving to be truly proper, you must first be willing to give of 

yourself.  You must clearly understand one fact, however:  God does not need 

your money.  He owns everything. 

 

A. God bought you with a price, His blood, and you belong to him. 

 

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

 

B. God commands you to present your body a living sacrifice, not just your pocketbook. 

 

Romans 12:1 says, I BESEECH you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 

reasonable service 

 

C. A willing mind and heart with a life committed to service to God must precede financial 

giving in order for God to bless it. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:3-5, 12 

 

 

 

II. Why should I give? 

 

A. Giving proves the sincerity of your love for Jesus Christ.  You can give without loving, 

but, you cannot love without giving. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:8 

 

B. Giving develops an attitude of grace for other works.  It takes no special talents or 

abilities to give, only grace.  2 Corinthians 8:6-7 
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2 Corinthians 9:8 supports this further, And God is able to make all grace abound toward 

you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in all things, may abound to every good work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C. Giving is an investment in eternal riches and gets your eyes off of earthly riches, which 

will fade away. 

 

Matthew 6:19-21 says, Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and 

rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven…For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 

 

See also: Philippians 4:17 

 

D. It is an act of Worship.  Psalm 96:8 says, Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: 

bring an offering, and come into his courts. 

 

E. The person who benefits most from your giving is YOU.  It is a privilege to be a part of 

His ministry. 

 

 

 

III. Where am I to give? 

 

A. Your primary responsibility is to your local church.  All giving in 

the New Testament is done within the context of a local church 

ministry.  1 Corinthians 16:1-3 is the definitive passage. 

 

Note: In most churches, a group of men are entrusted with the responsibility of handling the 

financial matters of the body.  If you have prayerfully sought God’s leadership in 

choosing a local church, and you have followed the principles in His Word in doing so, 

then you ought to trust the leaders of the church to handle this matter properly.  If you 

have good reason to believe that the church’s resources are not being used scripturally, 

then speak to the individuals with that responsibility.  If the matter is not answered to 

your satisfaction, then perhaps you should consider praying about seeking another 

church. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:20-21 

 

B. Obviously, anyone is free to give to causes outside the local church, and God may even 

use and bless it.  However, it is the local church that is central in God’s plan.  Any giving 

outside of it should never be done at the expense of what God would have you do in your 

church.  This is equally true of time and service, a well as money. 
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IV. What am I supposed to give? 

 

You are supposed to give your life.  Your giving is to be out of a willing heart and because you 

love the Lord Jesus Christ.  Let us examine amounts of giving from the Bible. 

 

A. The “tithe” – We see throughout the Old Testament, that the Jews were required by their 

religious law to give a certain percentage of their income.  This “tithe” was one- 

tenth of a person’s income.  In addition, the Jews gave freewill offerings for                              

various other works of God, bringing their total giving well over ten percent. 

 

2 Chronicles 31:11-12; Deuteronomy 12:5-7 

 

B. The church is not bound by the letter of the Old Testament law.  However, the principles 

of the Old Testament establish patterns for our relationship with God. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:11 says, Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples, and 

they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

 

Romans 15:4 says, For whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our 

learning, that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures might have hope. 

 

Note:  The question we should ask ourselves is – In the New Testament economy of things, how 

much is grace worth? 

 

 

 

V. How am I supposed to Give? - New Testament Giving 

 

A. Applying the principles 

 

Giving can be applied in three areas or ways: 

 

1. Structure—A young Christian should establish discipline in his life in all areas.  

In giving, the principle of ten percent can help provide that structure. 
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2. Cheerful Giving—As an individual grows in the Lord, he will develop an attitude 

to go beyond this structure.  The grace of cheerful giving then becomes a reality 

in his life. 

 

The New Testament principles of giving are summarized in 2 Corinthians 9:7: 

 

− “As a man purposeth in his heart.”  Your giving is between you and God. 

 

 

 

 

 

− “Not grudgingly.”  If your giving is done with the wrong attitude, you will not 

experience God’s grace. 

 

− “Or of necessity.” You are not bound by the tithe or any other law. 

 

− “FOR GOD LOVETH A CHEERFUL GIVER.” 

 

3. Sacrificial Giving—Christian maturity will result in sacrificial giving.  When a 

person gives beyond his power to give, it costs him something.  At this point, the 

grace of giving is maximized in his life. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:3; 2 Samuel 24:24 

 

B. Consider how you will give. 

 

1. Give as God has prospered you.  Don’t concern yourself with the giving of others; 

just give according to the amount God has blessed you with. 

 

2 Corinthians 8:12 says, For it there be first a willing mind, it is accepted 

according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not. 

 

See also:  1 Corinthians 16:2-11  

 

2. Remember at all times the law of sowing and reaping. 

  

 2 Corinthians 9:6 states, But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also 

sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 

 

 See also:  Galatians 6:7-9 

 

C. Giving is more than financial. 

 

True New Testament giving goes much further than a simple “tithe.”  It is turning over 

complete control of your life and resources to Jesus Christ.  If God has control of your 
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life, He will have control of your resources.  All of the above principles of giving can be 

applied to your time and service as well as your money. 

   

It is God’s plan that we be conformed to the image of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

Romans 8:29 

 

1. God’s essential nature is giving, manifest in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

 

 

 

 

 John 3:16, says, For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 

that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  

 

 See also:  1 John 4:10; 2 Corinthians 8:9 

 

2. When you give according to Bible principles, you will manifest the nature of the 

Lord Jesus Christ in your life resulting in God being glorified through you. 

 

 2 Corinthians 9:8-15; 1 Chronicles 29:8-13 

 

 

 

VI. What is my giving used for? 

 

As we saw earlier in this study, all giving in the New Testament is done within the context of a 

local church ministry.  We will now see how this should be distributed. 

 

A. The support of the leaders of the church. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:13-14 states, Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things 

live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the 

altar?  Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of 

the gospel. 

 

See also:  Galatians 6:6; 1 Timothy 5:17-18 

 

B. Other works of God supported through your church. 

 

− Missionaries  Philippians 4:15-16 

 

C. Support of those within the church body who are UNABLE to support themselves and 

who have proven themselves FAITHFUL under the New Testament guidelines. 

 

− Widows Acts 6:1, 1 Timothy 5:16, 9-10  

…And to the uttermost 
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D. To meet general needs as determined by the leadership of your church. 

 

− ...take upon us the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 2 Corinthians 8:4 
 

− ...then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto 

the brethren which dwelt in Judaea.  Acts 11:27-30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VII. Getting Started 

 

Let’s look at some ways that you can be sure that you are giving to the right things and that your 

money (and time) is being used as God would have you to.  Remember the issue is your heart 

attitude toward God. Cheerful giving must precede any amount given. 

 

A. How you begin is up to you. A very helpful hint is to base your financial household 

budget upon the total amount you have left after you have taken out your offering to the 

Lord.  Living according to your means would be based on this figure, not your total gross 

or net income. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:40 says, “Let all things be done decently and in order. 

 

B. You have been purchased by God… He is your owner. Therefore, the issue is not how 

much you give, it is how much you keep! 

 

1. Build your giving (time, service and money) around the local church.  It is your 

safeguard as it is God’s ordained institution for this age. 

 

 
  



OLD PATHS 1:1 BIBLE-BASED DISCIPLESHIP 
 

1:1 Discipleship – Bible Baptist Church Page 67                

 

LESSON 11:  MONEY & POSSESSIONS 

 

“What should be my attitude toward money and possessions?” 

 

KEY = HEART ATTITUDE 

One of the greatest temptations we face as Christians in America is the tremendous materialism 

in our culture.  We are geared to think that success is measured by the abundance of our material wealth. 

In reality, a man’s success is measured by fulfilling God’s plan for his life. 

 

The Bible has a great deal to say about our attitudes toward physical possessions and how they 

can affect our lives.  The purpose of this study is to determine how God would have us deal with this 

matter in light of biblical principles. 

 

 

I. You do NOT have to be poor to please God! 

 

This is very important to understand. Spirituality is NOT measured by either the abundance of or 

lack of material goods. Nowhere in the Bible does God specifically condemn anyone simply for 

having money. Instead, he deals with their attitude. 

 

 

D. The Bible does NOT say that money is the root of all evil.  It says, 

“…the love of money is the root of all evil…” 

 

1 Timothy 6:10 

 

 

B. Many godly Bible characters were wealthy. 

 

1. Solomon was the wealthiest man in history, yet observe his conclusion of this 

matter. 

 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 

 

2. Job was the wealthiest man of his day (Job 1:3), yet when all his wealth was gone, 

observe his attitude.  His issue was one of priorities rather than wealth. 

 

Job 1:20-22 says, Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and 

fell down upon the ground, and worshipped, And said, Naked came I out of my 

mother’s womb, and naked shall I return thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord 

hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.  In all this Job sinned not, nor 

charged God foolishly. 
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3. Even the Lord Jesus Christ was accompanied by a group of wealthy women who 

provided for him materially. 

 

Luke 8:1-3 “…which ministered unto him of their substance.” 

 

John 12:3 Mary took “…a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly…”  

 

 

 

II. At what point does money interfere with my relationship with God? 

 

A. When…you trust in money rather than trusting in God. 

 

Mark 10:23-27; Proverbs 11:4 

 

Proverbs 11:28 says, “He that trusteth in his riches shall fall: but the righteous shall 

flourish as a branch.” 

 

 

B. When…your affections are set on earthly possessions instead of  

heavenly possessions. 

 

Matthew 6:19-21; Colossians 3:1-4 

 

 

C. When…you think your own spirituality, another man’s spirituality or God’s blessings can 

be measured by material possessions. 

 

Luke 12:15 says “And he said unto them, Take heed; and beware of covetousness: for a 

man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things which he possesseth.” 

 

See also: 1 Samuel 16:7 

 

 

D. When…your objective in life becomes to earn as much money as possible.   

 

Proverbs 23:4; Ecclesiastes 5:10-12 
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Note: Take time to ask yourself these questions:  “What is the objective in my life,” 

“When is enough, enough?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. When…you think that you provide for your own needs instead of God providing them.   

 

Philippians 4:19 says, “But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in 

glory by Christ Jesus.” 

 

Read also: Deuteronomy 8:10-18 

 

 

 

III. What are the proper attitudes I should develop toward physical possessions? 

 

As we enter into this section, consider that when we truly give our life to God, we give him 

everything.  All of our resources have been provided by God and are, therefore, “on loan” to us.  

Do we treat them as if they belong to Him? 

 

 

A. First and foremost, BE CONTENT with what you have.  Understand—to be content is 

not to grudgingly resign yourself to accept your state, but to rest satisfied in God’s 

provision; realizing whatever you have been given is a blessing. 

 

1. We are to be content with our possessions. 

 

Hebrews 13:5; 1 Timothy 6:8 

 

2. We are to be content in whatever state we find ourselves, resting in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Philippians 4:11 says, “Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in 

whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content”—Note that Paul wrote these 

words while in jail! 

 

 

B. Realize that there are many things that are far more important than money, which money 

cannot buy. 

 

1. Wisdom Proverbs 16:16 - “How much better is it to get wisdom than gold! 

and to get understanding rather to be chosen than silver!”  
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2. A righteous life Psalm 37:16 - “A little that a righteous man hath is better 

than the riches of many wicked.” 

 

See also: Proverbs 28:6, 16:8 

 

 

 

 

 

3. A good night’s sleep Ecclesiastes 5:12 

 

4. God’s Word  Psalm 119:127 - “Therefore I love thy commandments 

above gold; yea, above fine gold.” 

 

   See also: Psalm 119:14, 72 

 

5. Good health  Luke 8:43 

 

6. Quietness and peace Ecclesiastes 4:6 – “Better is an handful with quietness, 

than both the hands full with travail and vexation of spirit.” 

 

See also: Proverbs 15:16, 17:1 

 

 

C. If and when God blesses you physically, don’t forget Him. 

 

Proverbs 30:7-9 says, “Two things have I required of thee; deny me them not before I 

die: Remove far from me vanity and lies; give me neither poverty nor riches; feed me with 

food convenient for me: Lest I be full, and deny thee, and say, Who is the Lord? Or lest I 

be poor, and steal, and take the name of my God in vain.” 

 

See also: Deuteronomy 6:10-12; Revelation 3:17 

 

 

D. Realize that if God takes all your wealth away, it should not affect your relationship with 

Him. 

 

Job 1:20-22 

 

 

E. Don’t be envious of someone else’s wealth. 

 

Psalm 49:16-17 says, “Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his 

house is increased; For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away: his glory shall not 

descend after him.” 
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See also: Exodus 20:17 

 

 

F. Stay away from “get rich quick” schemes. 

 

Proverbs 20:21, 28:20, 22 

 

 

 

 

IV. You must strike a proper balance in your attitude toward money and possessions. 

 

Proverbs 11:1 says, “A false balance is abomination to the Lord…”  Let’s take a look at this 

principle. 

 

 

A. The same Bible that says not to worry about your physical provisions in Matthew 6:25-

34, also says that if a man doesn’t provide for his family he is worse than an infidel in 1 

Timothy 5:8. 

 

 

B. The same Bible that says “…the love of money is the root of all evil…” also says, “…the 

laborer is worthy of his reward.”  1 Timothy 5:17-18. 

 

Note:   These are not contradictory statements, but balancing principles to show you how 

to handle physical possessions. 

 

 

 

V. What will God provide for me? 

 

God promises to provide for your NEEDS (Philippians 4:19; Matthew 6:25-34) and those 

NEEDS will be physical as well as spiritual. 

 

You must realize that our culture the media and advertising have a tremendously negative 

materialistic influence on you.  Guard yourself.  Make sure your major desires are spiritual 

instead of physical. 

 

 

A. You must discern (or distinguish) between NEEDS and WANTS.  This is a very difficult 

thing to do, especially in our society.  Compare the following verses on needs and wants. 

 

1. Needs 
 

− James 2:15-16 Food and clothing 
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− Hebrews 4:15-16  Mercy and grace in time of need    

− Mark 2:25 Food      

 

2. Wants 
 

− Psalm 23:1  “The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.” 
 

− Proverbs 13:25  “The righteous eateth to the satisfying of his soul: but 

the belly of the wicked shall want.” 
 

 

 

− Philippians 4:11  Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in 

whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.” 
 

− James 1:4 “But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 

perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

 

 

B. You must understand that you can never “get enough” material wealth and be satisfied.  

You will always WANT something more.  Only God can quench your thirst for more. 

 

John 6:35 says, “And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me 

shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” 
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LESSON 12:  DEALING WITH SIN 

 

“How do I overcome sin in my life?” 

 

KEY = MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE 

A famous preacher once said that when a saved person begins to battle sin in his own life, he 

enters a combat so intense it makes World War II look like a Sunday school picnic.  This truth is not 

evident to a young Christian, but as you grow, you will realize further the intensity of the struggle. 

 

 While it is true that a total transformation of your spiritual self took place as a result of your 

salvation (2 Corinthians 5:17), you still live in an earthly, physical body and will constantly feel the pull 

of the sins of the flesh, and of the mind.  This study will help you combat the flesh as it wars against the 

Spirit…For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary 

the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.” Galatians 5:17. 

 

 

I. What is sin? 

 

A. Sin is breaking God’s law or to violate (transgress). 

 

 1 John 3:4 says, “Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the 

law: for sin is the transgression of the law.” 

 

 

B. Sin is any unrighteousness. 

 

 1 John 5:17 says, “All unrighteousness is sin…” 

 

Note:  Unrighteousness is an injustice toward God or anything that goes against His 

Word.  There are no little sins and big sins; sin is sin in God’s eyes. 

 

 

C. Sin is anything done apart from faith.   

 

 Romans 14:23 

 

Consider this:  If our faith is not in God, it is in ourselves therefore making us self-

righteous. 

 

E. Sin is an issue of the heart. 

 

 1 Samuel 16:7 says, “…for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the 

outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.” 
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 See also: Matthew 12:34-35 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Why do I sin? 

 

You sin because…although you received a new nature at the time of your salvation, you did not 

receive a new body or a new mind. 

 

− Romans 6:6-13  

− Ephesians 4:21-24 

− Colossians 3:1a, 5, 8, 9 

 

You sin because…your flesh draws you into sin. 

 

− James 1:13-15  

− Romans 7:14-25  

− Galatians 5:16-17 

 

You sin because...of temptation in three major areas which are outlined in 1 John 2:15-16, “Love 

not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any man love the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world, the lust 

of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 

but is of the world.” 

 

  This is also first mentioned in Genesis 3:6 where Eve was tempted.  Jesus was 

tempted too in these three areas, yet He did not sin (see Hebrews 4:15).  Let’s 

look at the contrast in these 2 illustrations. 

 

 

1. The lust of the flesh – TO DO 

 

Eve  Tempted when she saw that the tree was “good for food.”  

Jesus  Tempted when the devil tried to get Him to turn stones into bread 

(Matthew 4:3). 

 

2. The lust of the eyes—TO HAVE 

 

Eve   Tempted when she saw the tree was “pleasant to the eyes.”  

Jesus  Tempted when the devil showed Him all the kingdoms of the 

world, and promised to give them to Him in exchange for worship 

(Matthew 4:8-9). 
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3. The pride of life—TO BE 

Eve  Tempted “to be desired to make one wise.”  

Jesus  Overcame the temptation to cast Himself down to prove the angels 

would take care of Him (Matthew 4:6). 

 

 

 

 

Note: In Isaiah 14:13–14, Lucifer takes his eyes off of God, looks at himself and develops an 

“I” problem.  We cannot take our eyes off of God or we fall prey to one if not all of the 

above. 

 

 

 

III. How does God look at my sin? 

 

A. Your sin was judged by God at Calvary. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:21 says, “For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 

we might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 

 

Remember:  There is no sin that you can commit that God cannot forgive and there is no 

sin bad enough that can cause you to lose your salvation.   

 

 

B. If you continue to sin, God will chasten you as a father chastens his son. 

 

Hebrews 12:5-11 

 

 

C. God will allow you to reap according to what you have sown. 

 

Galatians 6:7-9 says, Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for 

whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of 

the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 

everlasting.” 

 

 

 

IV. What things can I do to overcome sin? 

 

You must begin by recognizing that your sin is your own fault, not anyone else’s.  No one can 

force you to sin.  You must accept responsibility for your sin.  You will never correct anything 

until you face up to the responsibility.  Proverbs 28:13 says, He that covereth his sins shall not 

prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” 
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A. Don’t allow sinful thoughts to control your mind. 

 

2 Corinthians 10:5 says, “Casting down imaginations, and every 

high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and 

bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” 
 

 

 

 

 

B. Don’t make provisions for the flesh. 

 

Romans 13:14 says, “But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the 

flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof.” 

 

 

C. Mortify (Kill!) your flesh. 

 

Colossians 3:5 

 

 

D. Realize that you are dead to sin in Jesus Christ.  Dead men 

cannot sin. 

 

Romans 6:6-13; Colossians 3:1-10 

 

 

E. Judge your sin.  Agree with God that it is sin. 

 

1 Corinthians 11:31-32 says, “For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.  

But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned 

with the world.” 

 

 

F. Confess your sins to God. 

 

1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

 

Note:  The “he” in this passage is the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the only one who can 

intercede on our behalf. 

 

 

G. Hide God’s Word in your heart to battle sin. 

    

1 Corinthians 10:13 says that God has made a way of escape from temptation.  That way 

of escape is the Word of God. 
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− Jesus Christ overcame His temptation by quoting scripture. 

 

− The only sure way of overcoming sin in your life is through the power 

of the Word of God as you hide it in your heart and apply it to your 

life. Hide those verses that are related to your specific area of sin. 

 

 

 

− The Bible is supernatural in its defense against sin. 

 

Psalm 119:97-99 & 104 says, “O how love I thy law! it is my 

meditation all the day.  Thou through thy commandments hast made 

me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me. I have more 

understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my 

meditation…Through thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I 

hate every false way.” 

 

See also: Hebrews 5:14 

 

 

H. Trust God’s promises to cleanse you and to fight your battles for you. 

 

− Cleansing    2 Corinthians 7:1   

 

− Help in time of need  Hebrews 4:15-16  

 

 

I. Walk in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 Galatians 5:16-25; Romans 8:1-8 

 

 

 

V. How do I keep the influences of a sinful world from affecting me? 

 

A. Don’t involve yourself with sinful activities.  Of course, you must associate with unsaved 

people in order to try to win them to Christ, but don’t get involved in their sin. 

 

Ephesians 5:5-12 

 

 

B. Separate yourself from the ways of the world and follow the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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James 4:4 says, “Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the 

world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy 

of God.” 

 

See also: 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note:  Realize that “separation” is also a positive thing.  Not only are you to separate 

from the world, but you are to separate yourself UNTO the gospel and UNTO 

God. 

 

Romans 1:1 says, “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, 

separated unto the gospel of God”  

 

Romans 12:1 says, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that 

ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your 

reasonable service.” 
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LESSON 13:  LIBERTY IN CHRIST 

 

“Since all my sins are forgiven, am I free to do as I please?” 

 

KEY = CHOOSE RIGHT 

The New Testament is very clear that as saved people, we are no longer bound by any law to 

please God, but we are under His grace.  Many people, however, take this freedom as an opportunity to 

sin, thinking they are free to do as they wish. 

 

The purpose of this study is to answer the question “Since all sins are forgiven, am I free to do as 

I please?”  We will help you understand just what your liberties in Jesus Christ are and what lines need 

to be drawn in your life in relation to your actions as a child of God. 

 

 

I. My Freedom 

 

A. Personally 

 

Within your own life, you are free to make your own choices.  John 8:36 

says, “If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”   

 

See also: Romans 14:22; Titus 1:15 

 

 

1. You are eternally secure in Jesus Christ.  If you have genuinely placed your trust 

in Him as your Lord and Savior, you cannot lose your salvation.  We entered a 

relationship with God by a spiritual birth and our relationship is not determined 

by human accomplishments. 

 

Galatians 2:16 says, “Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, 

but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we 

might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the 

works of the law shall no flesh be justified.” 

 

See also: Ephesians 2:8-9  

 

 

2. You are not bound by the laws of the Old Testament or a “set of rules” to please 

God.  You are to obey a higher law “…the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 

Jesus,” which Romans 8:2 says has set you “free from the law of sin and death.”   

 

See also: Galatians 3:24-27 
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B. To do what I should   

 

 The liberty you have in Jesus Christ gives you freedom to do what is RIGHT without the 

constraints of any laws, as opposed to giving you license to sin or do what you want. 

 

 Galatians 5:13 says, For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty 

for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another.” 

 

 

1. Your liberty is not so you can feed your sinful flesh.  You are no longer a servant 

to sin (John 8:34). 

 

Romans 6:12-18 

 

2. Your liberty is so you can serve God. 

 

1 Peter 2:16 says, “… and not using your liberty for a cloak of maliciousness, but 

as the servants of God.” 

 

 

 

II. The affects of my freedom  

 

As we have already learned, you are free to make your own choices, but if you choose to sin, you 

should be aware of the consequences. 

 

A. To you personally 

 

1. You will not bear fruit. 

 

John 15:1-8 

 

2. God will chasten you as His son. 

 

Hebrews 12:5-11 

 

3. God will allow you to reap as you have sown. 
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Galatians 6:7-8 says, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 

soweth, that shall he also reap., For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh 

reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 

everlasting.” 
 

 

 

 

 

Note:  God will get the glory from your life one way or another, either as a vessel of 

honor, or as a vessel of dishonor.  The choice is yours.  See 2 Timothy 2:20-21.  

 

 

B. To those around you  

 

Your life will be a testimony for good or for bad, whether you want it to be or not.   

Romans 14:7 says, “For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.” 

Remember, “…ye are not your own...” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20), you represent the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

 

1. You are to avoid things that could cause a weaker Christian to 

stumble in his faith. 

 

Romans 14:13-15, 21; 1 Corinthians 8:9-13 

 

 

2. You are to avoid things that appear wrong even though they may not be wrong. 

 

Romans 14:16 says, “Let not then your good be evil spoken of” 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:22 says, “Abstain from all appearance of evil.” 

 

 

3. Your activities and behavior affects everyone around you, especially the 

testimony of your local church.  Your business, in a sense, becomes the business 

of every member of your local church!  

 

You are to have a good testimony toward both saved and lost people.   Romans 

14:18 says, “For he that in these things serveth Christ is acceptable to God, and 

approved of men.” 

 

− To the saved – Acts 6:1-3, 16:1-2 

 

− To the lost – Colossians 4:5; 1 Timothy 3:7 

 

− The purpose of this is to influence them for good in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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To the saved – Acts 11:22-24 

 

To the lost – 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Maintain a balance between your liberty and other people’s needs 

 

− This can ONLY be accomplished through the power of the Holy Spirit as  you 

walk with Him. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:6, 17; Romans 7:6 

 

  

 

III. What are the bounds of my liberty? 

 

When faced with the uncertainty of a seemingly “gray area,” ask yourself some questions. 

 

A. Am I being brought under the power of something that should not be controlling my life? 

 

1 Corinthians 6:12 says, “All things are lawful unto me, but all things are not expedient: 

all things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought under the power of any.” 

 

 

B. Am I edifying others? 

 

1 Corinthians 10:23 says, “All things are lawful for me, but all things are not expedient: 

all things are lawful for me, but all things edify not.” 

 

 

C. Can I ask God to bless it with a clear conscience? 

 

Acts 24:16 says, “And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of 

offence toward God, and toward men.” 

 

See also: Colossians 3:17  

 

 

D. If the Lord returned at this moment, would I be ashamed? 

 

1 Corinthians 1:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:23 
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E. Would it cause a brother to stumble? 

 

Romans 15:1-2 says, “We then that are strong ought to bear the infirmities of the weak, 

and not to please ourselves. Let every one of us please his neighbour for his good to 

edification.” 

 

 

 

 

F. Would it be cause for an unsaved person to reject the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior? 

 

1 Corinthians 10:31-32 says, “Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do, 

do all to the glory of God.  Give none offence, neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, 

nor to the church of God.”  See earlier notations in the study as well. 

 

 

G. Does my conscience condemn me for it? 

 

1 Timothy 1:5 says, “Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, 

and of a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned” 

 

See also: 1 Peter 3:16; Hebrews 13:18 

 

 

Note:   The liberty that God gives you is not questionable.  If anything is questionable, it is not 

from God.  James 1:17 says, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 

cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of 

turning.” 

 
  



OLD PATHS 1:1 BIBLE-BASED DISCIPLESHIP 
 

1:1 Discipleship – Bible Baptist Church Page 84                

 

LESSON 14:  MY JOB AND EMPLOYER 

 

“What should be my attitude toward my job and my employer?” 

 

KEY = MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY 

Since the Bible is the final authority in everything you will ever encounter in life, it is no surprise 

that it has a great deal to say about your attitude about your employer and how you are to 

conduct yourself on your job.  We spend about one-fourth of our adult life on the job, 

and it is essential to your growth to learn how the Lord Jesus Christ would have you look 

at this area of responsibility.  If you intend to be an effective servant of God, you must do 

so with all your life and not just three-fourths of it. 

 

 This study is designed to help you be the type of employee (or employer) that God would have 

you to be. 

 

 

I. ALL saved people are called to “full-time Christian service.” 

 

Your “vocation” (job) is to serve Jesus Christ.  Ephesians 4:1  

says, “I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that  

ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called.” 

 

 

A. The Bible is very clear that EVERY saved person is an integral part of the body of Christ 

and that each member’s contribution is important.  God expects every Christian to be 

involved in the Lord’s work. 

 

 1 Corinthians 12:12-27; Ephesians 4:11-16 

 

 

B. Your service for God is to be at all times, not just when you go to church. 

 

 1 Peter 3:15 says, “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give 

an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness 

and fear” 

 

 See also: 2 Timothy 4:2 

 

 

 

II. Your Job – It’s purpose 
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The primary purpose of your job is to support your ministry.  Your resources should be yielded 

to God’s service.  Those resources are to be used to glorify God through the following three 

areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of course, your first ministry is to your family. 

 

1 Timothy 5:8 says, “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his 

own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” (See also 3:5) 

 

 

Your second ministry is to your church family. 

 

Galatians 6:10 says, “…let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the 

household of faith.” 

 

 

Your third ministry is to reach the lost 

 

2 Corinthians 5:20 says, “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 

beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 

 

 

 

III. Your Job – Your attitude  

 

 Jesus Christ is your true employer. Therefore, view your job as a ministry opportunity, not just a 

place where you go to work.  The true success in your job is not measured by your job status, but 

by your ministry and service to the Lord.  

 

 

 Ephesians 6:5-8 
 

 

A. For most Christians, your fellow workers are the greatest (and sometimes the only) 

exposure you have to unsaved people. 

 

 

B. Your life may be the only true witness of the Lord Jesus Christ they ever see. 

 

1. You are a light representing Jesus Christ. 
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Matthew 5:14-16 

 

2. Your life should reflect the Bible. 

 

2 Corinthians 3:2 says, “Ye are our epistle written in our hearts, known and read 

of all men” 

 

 
 

 

 

Note: You will have a much greater influence on those you spend the most time with.  

Although total strangers are surely an opportunity for a witness, those who can see a 

consistent testimony of a Christian’s life are much easier to win.   

 

 

 

IV. Your Supervisor/Company – Your attitude 

 

Remember, as we have just seen…the Lord Jesus Christ is your employer.   

 

Colossians 3:22-24 

 

 

A. Respect the authority of their position. Obviously, no employer will be correct in every 

point, and you certainly can disagree with them; however, you are to submit to their 

leadership, using it as an opportunity to show them a testimony of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Titus 2:9-10 says. “Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please 

them well in all things; not answering again; Not purloining, but shewing all good 

fidelity; that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.” 

 

- Not purloining = to not hold back or keep back 

- Good fidelity = truth itself 

 

 

B. Respect your company’s property; it does not belong to you.  Even in the smallest of 

things. 

 

Leviticus 19:11  

 

 

C. Respect your company’s time; do eight hours of work for eight hours of 

pay. 
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2 Corinthians 8:21 says “Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, 

but also in the sight of men” 

 

See also: Colossians 3:22 

 

 

D. You are to do the very best you can to help the company succeed and make your 

employer look good.   

 

Romans 12:11 says, “Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord”  
 

 

 

1 Corinthians 10:24 says, “Let no man seek his own, buy every man another’s wealth.” 

 

See also: Proverbs 10:4, 18:9, 21:25, 22:29 

 

- Joseph is one of the greatest examples of this in the Bible – Genesis 39-50. 

 

 

E. Mind your own business and don’t let someone else’s laziness affect you. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:11; 2 Thessalonians 3:10-13 

 

 

 

V. The Employer/Supervisor 

 

The Bible also shows the employer or supervisor how to relate to those under his leadership.  

Begin by asking yourself these questions and compare your answers with what the Bible says. 

 

Do I treat people justly and equally?  Do I set standards for them that I refuse to keep 

myself? 

 

Colossians 4:1 says, “Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; 

knowing that ye also have a Master in heaven.” 

 

See also: Ephesians 6:9 

 

 

Am I consumed by my own self-interests without considering the needs of those around 

me? 

 

Philippians 2:3-4 says, “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness 

of mind let each esteem other better than themselves.  Look not every man on his own 

things, but every man also on the things of others.” 
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Am I trying to be a leader over too many things?  Remember to consider the following 

points whenever a promotion or transfer opportunity presents itself: 

 

- A great Bible principle is, “He that is faithful in that which is least is faithful 

also in much…” (Luke 16:10)  Be sure you can handle what you have now. 

 

 

 

 

 

- Realize the more responsibility you have, the more potential there is for 

problems to arise. 

 

 James 3:1; Ecclesiastes 8:9 

 

- Realize the more responsibility you have, the more time and energy is 

demanded.  Be sure your new responsibilities will not hinder your service to 

God. 

 

2 Timothy 2:4 says, “No man that warreth entagleth himself with the affairs 

of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier.” 
 

 

Remember: Even in a position of leadership, you should always maintain the attitude of a 

servant. 

 

Mark 10:42-45 

 

 

 

VI. Handling Conflict 

 

A. What if my job conflicts with spiritual 

matters? 

 

1. There will always be some conflict of priorities between church activities and 

your work schedule.  You cannot quit your job or take off work because of a few 

minor conflicts.  Remember, your job is a ministry opportunity.  However, you 

must not use your job as an excuse to neglect your responsibilities to your church.  

You MUST maintain a balance in this area. 

 

 

2. When your job responsibilities are contrary to Bible principles, then you must 

draw the line: 
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a. Refuse to lie or steal for your employer or violate other clear 

commandments of God (purchasing alcohol, drinking, revelry, etc.). 

 

b. Guard against temptations on the job. 

 

c. Don’t be influenced by sinful activities around you. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

B. Handling “persecution” on the job? 

 

1. Most “persecution” in our culture is a result of the Christian’s own ignorance 

about spiritual things or lack of personal commitment to the Lord.  If you are 

being “persecuted,” it is for one of two reasons: Your behavior is improper or 

your proper testimony is an offense to someone.  Carefully consider which one 

may apply to the circumstance. 

 

1 Peter 3:16-17 

 

 

2. Expect a certain amount of adversity from the world if you are truly serving Jesus 

Christ. 

 

2 Timothy 3:12 says, Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 

persecution.” 

 

 

3. Learn how to commit that adversity to the Lord. 

 

1 Peter 2:18-23 

 

 

 

VII. Looking for a Job 

    

What should I consider when looking for employment? 

 

A. Have you taken the matter to God in prayer? 
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 James 1:5 says, “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 

liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.”  

 

 See also: Philippians 4:6-7 

 

 

B. Will the new responsibility destroy what God is trying to build in your life?  This is a 

complex question.  Don’t be afraid to seek wise counsel in this area from another brother 

in Christ you respect. 

 

 

C. If you are being asked to move to another city, is there a church there which can continue 

to provide your spiritual needs?  This is an extremely critical point! 

 

 

 

 

D. In looking for a change in jobs, are you running away from something that you should be 

facing and trying to correct? 

 

Acts 24:16 says, “And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of 

offence toward God, and toward men.” 

 

 

E. NEVER leave your present job without “leaving right.”  Make sure there are no 

unresolved conflicts.  Make sure you have honored your employer by working out an 

agreed upon “notice” (2 weeks, etc.). Never just “walk out” and quit. This is a poor 

testimony. 

 

1 Timothy 3:2, 10; Titus 1:6-7 – Always seek to be “Blameless” 
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LESSON 15:  THE UNSAVED WORLD 

 

“As a Christian, how do I relate to the unsaved world?” 

 

KEY = PERSECUTION 

The Bible makes it very clear that the present world system is contrary to God’s eternal purpose.  

The Word of God commands His children to be separate from this world system; yet, at the same time, it 

teaches us to reach lost men and women who live in it for Jesus Christ. 

 

This study will answer the question, “As a Christian, how do I relate to the unsaved world?” You 

will learn how to live a balanced and consistent life in order to influence people for the Lord Jesus 

Christ, without the world influencing you for evil. 

 

 

I. Encountering Opposition 

 

You must realize that if you live for Jesus Christ, you will encounter opposition from the world. 

 

A. You will be opposed because Jesus Christ was opposed. 

 

John 15:18-21 

 

 
 

B. You will be opposed only if you live for Him.  If you go along with the world, they will 

not oppose you. 

 

2 Timothy 3:12 says, “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 

persecution.” 

 

 

 

II. Identifying Opposition 

 

Let’s look at where our opposition will come from… 

 

 

A. Unfortunately, your primary opposition will come from those closest to you who know 

you best—friends, family, fellow workers, and acquaintances.  The Word of God clearly 

divides darkness from light and it will do that likewise in your relationships. 

 

 John 1:11 says, “He came unto his own, and his own received him not.” 
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 See also: Matthew 10:36; Mark 6:4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Unsaved people in general.  The two spiritual families have NEVER gotten along and 

never will.  In fact, throughout the bible we see record of these “family feuds.” 

 

Galatians 4:29 says, “But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was 

born after the Spirit, even so it is now.” 

 

 

C. Society in general.  The nature and course of this present world is 

against God.  This practice is communicated subtly through the media 

(literature, television, radio, etc.).  You must judge those things by the 

Word of God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See also: James 4:4 

 

 

D. Satan – the mastermind behind the opposition. 

 

1. He is your adversary.  

 

1 Peter 5:8 says, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 

roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” 

 

2. He is currently at work in unsaved people.  He is the source behind their motives. 

 

Ephesians 2:2 

 

 

 

III. Overcoming Opposition 

 

After better understanding the opposition, it becomes evident that you must immerse yourself in 

the Word of God in order to accomplish the following things.  Some may come easier than others 

  
1 John 2:15-17 says, “Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world.  If any 

man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all this is in the world, the 

lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of 

the world.  And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of 

God abideth for ever.” 
 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=1193
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in your life, but some will require a closer walk with the Lord and guidance from the Holy Spirit 

(See Romans 12:1-2 and Galatians 5:16). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A. Give a soft answer.  Avoid fights whenever possible.  If someone is not willing to change 

what they think or feel, you are wasting your time, at least for the moment. 

 

Proverbs 15:1 says, “A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up 

anger.” 

 

Romans 12:18 says, “If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all 

men.” 

 

 

B. Please God with your life. 

 

Proverbs 16:7 

 

 

C. Have faith in God. 

 

1 John 5:4-5 says, “For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the 

victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.  Who is he that overcometh the world, 

but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?” 

 

 

D. Love your enemies and help them.  Jesus Christ loved His enemies enough to die for 

them when He didn’t have to do it.  The world cannot understand this type of love and 

those who are seeking the truth will be drawn to it. 

 

Romans 12:14, 20-21 

 

 
E. Pray for your enemies and pray with pure motives.   

 

  

 

 

 

F. Keep good company.  Associate with people who love God and 

want to serve Him. 

 
 

Matthew 5:44 says, “…Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 

that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;” 
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Proverbs 13:20: 1 Corinthians 15:33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IV. The world’s view of me as a Christian  

 

The lost world should know you love God—NOT just by the words that come out of your mouth, 

but by your behavior in life.  1 Corinthians 8:3 says, “But if any man love God, the same is 

known of him.” 

 

 

A. Your lifestyle should separate you from the world and your behavior should be peculiar, 

scripturally, to them. 

 

 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 Peter 2:9 

 

 

B. You should not be so peculiar physically, however, that you lose your influence for the 

Lord.  The unsaved should view you as moderate in physical matters. 

 

 Philippians 4:5 says, “Let your moderation be known unto all men.  The Lord is at 

hand.” 

 

 See also: 1 Corinthians 9:22 

 
 

C. They should see you as being open and honest in all matters. 

 

 2 Corinthians 8:21 says, “Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, 

but also in the sight of men.” 

 

 See also: Romans 12:17 

 

 

D. They should see a living testimony of the grace of God. 

 

 Philippians 2:14-15 

 

 

E. Generally, you should be of “good report.” 

 

REPORT 
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 1 Timothy 3:7; Colossians 4:5-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

V. My view of the world  

 

Remember, you are a stranger and pilgrim in a foreign land (Heb. 11:13; 1 Peter 2:11) 

 

A. Your home is in heaven. 

 

Ephesians 2:6 says, “And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus:”  

 

See also: Philippians 3:20 

 

 

B. This world is a “mission field” to reach the lost for Jesus Christ. 

 

Acts 1:8 says, “…and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, 

and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

 

The Great Commission – Matthew 28:18-20 

 

− Be ready to share the gospel with the lost at any time, with or without a gospel 

chart. Be prepared to make a presentation in a matter of minutes or as a sit 

down Bible study.  (Contact the church office for additional materials or 

training, if needed) 

 

− Distribute gospel tracts wherever you go.  Look for opportunities in your daily 

life.  Participate in church sponsored evangelistic outreaches to your 

community. 

 

− Be careful that you don’t separate yourself so far from the world that you 

eliminate your opportunities with those who are lost; be in the world, but not 

of it. 

 

 

C. Your responsibilities to the government 

 

1. Government is one of three institutions ordained by God; the other two being the 

family and the church.  All earthly governments and kingdoms have been given to 
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Satan and are controlled by him (Luke 4:5-6) and, therefore, are essentially 

against God.  However, you are still to submit to the ordinances of God. 

 

Romans 13:1-2 says, “Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers.  For 

there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.  

Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and they 

that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.” 

 

 

2. If you do what is right, you have no reason to fear.  God will honor you for doing 

right. 

 

Romans 13:3-5 

 
 

3. Render to the government what is due by law. 

 

Romans 13:6-7; Matthew 17:24-27, 22:15-22 

 
 

4. Submit to their ordinances. 

 

1 Peter 2:13-15 says, “Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s 

sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that 

are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise of them that do 

well.  For so is the will of God, that with well doing ye may put to silence the 

ignorance of foolish men:” 

 

 

5. Honor those in authority, even the wicked, without partaking of their wickedness.  

Commit any adverse situations to God and let Him handle them. 

 

1 Peter 2:17-23—When Peter wrote these words, Nero was king. He was perhaps 

the most wicked king Rome ever had. 

 

 

6. Realize that you cannot legislate morals or change mankind through political 

action.  Man is by nature fallen and sinful and must be changed individually, from 

the inside out, through a personal saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Titus 2:14 says, “Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all 

iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works.” 

 

Note:  Be careful – hate the sin, but not the sinner 
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LESSON 16:  THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST 

 

“Is there a Judgment Day for Christians?” and 

“What will I be held accountable for?” 

 

KEY = MOTIVE 

The Christian life is a series of paradoxical or seemingly contradictory truths.  The Bible says 

God’s ways are not our ways, because man looks on outward physical matters, while God looks at the 

heart attitude and operates in the spiritual realm.  If you are going to serve God effectively, you must 

take your focus off of physical matters and concentrate on the spiritual.  It is only then that your life will 

make sense and have purpose and meaning.  

 

This study is designed to keep your focus on these eternal matters by detailing your final 

accountability to the Lord Jesus Christ as His servant.  We will not probe the book of Revelation or 

study the end times, but look at the attitudes surrounding why we live our lives. 

 

 

I. Defining the “Judgment Seat of Christ” 

 

 

A. The Bible says that God will judge every human being that has ever lived. 

 

Proverbs 29:26 says, “Many seek the ruler’s favour; but every man’s judgment cometh 

from the Lord.”  

 

See also: Hebrews 9:27; Revelation 20:11-12 

 
 

 

B. However, by placing your faith in Jesus Christ, you do not have to fear judgment of your 

sins, because He took your judgment upon Himself at Calvary. 

 

1 Peter 2:24 says, “Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 

tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose 

stripes ye were healed.”  

 

See also: 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13 

 
 

 

C. Your judgment will be for your service to the Lord Jesus Christ after your salvation.  

This event is called the “Judgment Seat of Christ.” 

 

 2 Corinthians 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that 

every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, 

whether it be good or bad.” 
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Romans 14:10 “…for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Judgment for the Christian  

 

Church age saints will not be judged at the “Great White Throne” in Revelation 20, but will be 

present at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  So, what will you be judged for? 

 

A. You will be judged for your work as a servant of Jesus Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:8-15 

 

 

 B.  Your work will be judged for the MOTIVE behind it and the quality of it, as opposed to 

the quantity. 

 

1. “Of what SORT (what kind) it is.” 

 

 1 Corinthians 3:13 says, “Every man’s work shall be made manifest: for the day 

shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every 

man’s work of what sort it is.” 

 
 

2. Heart attitudes will be more important than actual works.  When proper attitudes 

are developed, proper works will come naturally. 

 

1 Thessalonians 2:4 says, “But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with 

the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our 

hearts.”  

 

 See also: Ephesians 6:6 

 

 God is interested in your heart attitude!  Read 1 Samuel 16:7 

 

 

 

III. Negative consequences  

 

As we just learned, there is nothing to fear at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  You will be a 

participant in ceremony of sorts, privileged to be there as a born again believer, but some 

Christians will be found suffering loss based on the lives they have lived. 
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A. Some Christians will be found: 

 

1. Suffering loss because their works were temporal and not eternal. 

 

1 Corinthians 3:15 says, “If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer 

loss…” 

 

 

2. Losing rewards because they lived in sin rather than for Jesus Christ (review 

2 Corinthians 5:10). 

 

Galatians 6:7-8 says, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 

soweth, that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh 

reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life 

everlasting.” 

 

 

B. Remember that appearances are many times very deceiving. 

 

1. Don’t be fooled by outward appearances, in your own life 

as well as the lives of others.  Many people only APPEAR 

to be servants of the Lord. 

 

Luke 16:15 says, “And he said unto them, Ye are they which justify  yourselves 

before men; but God knoweth your hearts: for that which is highly esteemed 

among men is abomination in the sight of God.” 

 

See also: 1 Corinthians 1:27-31 
 

 

2. Be sure to invest in heavenly rewards instead of earthly rewards.  The real 

servants of the Lord will be revealed at the Judgment Seat of Christ. 

 

Matthew 6:19-20; Colossians 3:1-4 

 

 

 

IV. Positive Consequences 

 

There are rewards obtainable at the Judgment Seat of Christ.  They can be seen by studying the 

five crowns in the New Testament. 

 

A. Crown of Righteousness—2 Timothy 4:8—given to those who love the appearing 

(coming) of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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1. In Revelation 22:20, the Bible closes with “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”  

 
 

2. Your overriding desire should be at all times, to be with the Lord. 

 

Philippians 1:23-24 

 

 

 

 

 

B. Crown of Life—Revelation 2:10—the martyr’s crown. 

 

1. Also seen in James 1:12 as given to those who endure temptation. 

 
 

2. This is the same as the martyr’s crown because you overcome temptation by 

dying to self. 

 

 Romans 6:6-11 

 

 

C. Incorruptible Crown—1 Corinthians 9:25—given for temperance or moderation. 

 

1. The context of 1 Corinthians 9:17-27 deals with temperance or moderation in all 

matters (physical, spiritual and emotional) to be a testimony to others. 

 
 

2. This is balanced by remembering that some have infirmities for the purpose of 

glorifying God.  Paul is a great example. 

 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

 

 

D. Crown of Rejoicing—I Thessalonians 2:19—the soul winner’s crown. 

 

1. Given to those who win people to Jesus Christ.     

 

  Philippians 4:1 says, “Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my 

joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.” 

 

 See also: Proverbs 11:30 

 
 

2. Called the crown of rejoicing because it produces rejoicing in heaven when 

someone gets saved. 
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 Luke 15:7 says “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one 

sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which need no 

repentance.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E. Crown of Glory—1 Peter 5:4—the shepherd’s crown.  Given to those who pastor or 

shepherd people in the Word of God (see verses 1-4). 

 

1. The New Testament is very clear that ALL saved people are to be actively 

teaching someone in the Word of God, not just preachers.   

 

 Ephesians 4:11-16 

 
 

2. It requires great wisdom, which can only be obtained through the Word of God.   

 

 Proverbs 4:7-9 

 

 

Note: The Bible says that believers who are present with God will cast “their 

crowns” before His throne.  If it were not for Him and the sacrifice He 

made for us, we would have nothing.  It will be our offering to Christ.  We 

will use our rewards (crowns) to worship Him. 

 

Revelation 4:10-11 says, “The four and twenty elders fall down before him 

that sat on the throne, and worship him that liveth for ever and ever, and 

cast their crowns before the throne, saying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, to 

receive glory and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and 

for thy pleasure they are and were created.” 

 

 

 

V. Your Daily Walk 

 

One day you will stand before the Judgment Seat of Christ.  You should be concerned about this 

today, in the present, as well.  Focusing on the return of the Lord Jesus Christ is one of the most 

practical doctrines for everyday living in the Bible.   

 

A. Character qualities are produced in your life 
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1. Patience—James 5:7-8 says, “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of 

the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and 

hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye also 

patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” 

 

See also: 2 Thessalonians 3:5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Peace—1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 

3. Joy—1 Thessalonians 2:19 

 

4. Holiness—1 Thessalonians 3:13 says, “To the end that he may stablish your 

hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.”  

 

See also: 1 John 3:1-3 

 

5. Confidence—Philippians 1:6 says, “Being confident of this very thing, that he 

which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus 

Christ.” 

 

See also: 1 John 2:28 

 

6. Diligence in service—2 Timothy 4:1-8 

 

7. Righteous living—Titus 2:11-14 

 

8. Faith even in difficult times—1 Peter 1:5-7 

 

 

B. The rewards you receive on earth are all temporal and will perish.  

The rewards you receive at the Judgment Seat of Christ are eternal and will never perish.    

 

 2 Corinthians 4:17-5:4 

 

 

C. By constantly focusing on the Judgment Seat of Christ, you will naturally develop a 

desire to please God rather than men.  Developing this attitude is the surest way to handle 

criticism and opposition.    
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1 Corinthians 7:23 says, “Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the servants of men.” 

 

See also: 2 Corinthians 5:6-9 

 

 

 

 


