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H E R E ' S  W H A T ' S  U P !

BY: PASTOR BRIAN JANSSEN

 
It may seem strange given this is the December Newsletter, but I 

would like to write briefly about Easter and its relationship to 

Advent. You may think maybe I have gone off the rails after all 

Advent relates to Christmas not Easter. Christmas, and the massive 

thing it has become culturally, has become the central event of the 

Christian year. It is certainly as time to celebrate. We celebrate the

birth of our savior, but I think also we are celebrating much more. 

Whatever may have been worrying us as the school year began 

begins to ebb. The kids may be back into a routine, and even when 

it comes to gift giving, which is never easy, at least we may begin to recognize what people in our lives

need as we connect with them more deeply. So, you will never see me or hear me fighting over

Christmas, I love it, in all its guises, and I love celebrating it in church, especially this year.

It is important to note that if, as N.T. Wright says, you removed the Christmas from the Bible (and I am not

suggesting we do,) you would lose one chapter in Matthew and two in Luke. If you removed Easter, you

wouldn’t have a New Testament. Advent is surely a time of waiting, with our purple liturgical colors on full

display, we know that as the color suggests, we are somewhere in between darkness and light. Advent

belongs to the Old Testament as we await the birth of the one who will save us all. But while we wait for

the spontaneous inbreaking of grace into the world in Jesus, we should not be afraid to take time and

remember the fact that the grace experienced in the birth, life, ministry, words, death, and resurrection is

always reflected in the church not simply when it celebrates the miracle of Christmas, but when it

experiences God’s justice rolling down like never ending waters. That justice, brought to us in Jesus, is

what we seek and is what begins at Christmas time, as celebrate the ushering in of God’s kingdom. This

happens in small ways as well as large. It happens in the building of relationships, the integration of grief

into our lives, the budding signs of hope in a broken world, giving a gift. The small, local experiences are

just as capable of telling the world about our savior as any wide scale program or policy can do.

A Christmas birth leads us to Bethlehem, it leads to a cross, and an empty grave. It leads us to one

another and new ways of living in grace, peace, and love. Have a wonderful Advent season! Have a

merry Christmas, do not forget what Jesus came to do, remember that Jesus came for you!



Music Notes
O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL

Members and friends of the Bethany Choir

will be offering an Advent Cantata during

the 10:45 a.m. service on Sunday,

December 5. The musical offering will

include selections for choir and scripture

readings. Piano and Organ duets are going

to be included in this worship service. Let's

gather together in a celebration of praise

for the coming of the Savior. Limited

musical offerings will also be presented

during the 8:15 a.m. service.

BY: JOHN HENNINGER
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GOLDEN OLDIES 

Golden Oldies have supported the Bridgeville Food Bank by bringing a can or two of food to

the monthly meetings. The number of senior citizens receiving food and need help has

significantly increased this past year. This year we are asking our Oldies group to bring

supplemental drinks such as Ensure or Boost.

Some changes will be happening with Golden Oldies in January. Once again, we will be asking

everyone attending each month to become a Golden Oldies Member. This does not make you

a member of our church. The $20 membership fee collected will help to pay for the rising cost

of food and programs. Anyone may still attend the meetings and have a meal for $5.00 and

go on trips. Only paid Golden Oldies Members will get the discount on future trips.

Membership Dues will be collected beginning in January.  Also beginning in January, all checks

will be made payable to Bethany Presbyterian Church, with Golden Oldies in the memo-line. 

News and Announcements

DECEMBER SPECIAL OFFERING - CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING

The special offering envelope for December supports the Christmas Joy offering. 50% of this

collection supports the Presbytery Christmas Joy offering which provides assistance to current

and retired church workers in their time of need and develops our future leaders at

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges. The other 50% will be split between the Washington

City Mission and the Light of Life homeless ministry in Pittsburgh that just underwent a large

renovation. Give Online: www.bethanypresby.org/giving 

Bulletin and Past Worship Services: www.bethanypresby.org/sermons 

WELCOME BETHANY'S 2021 NEW MEMBER CLASS

Bethany welcomed four new members to our Church

family this November. Please be sure to give them a

warm welcome when you see them. 

New Members (from left to right): Lisa Janssen, Gary

Phillips, Melina Robinson, and Jenna DeLozier

POINSETTIAS  AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE THROUGH DECEMBER 12

Stop by the church office if you are interested in purchasing poinsettias for the holiday.

Flowers are available now through December 12 and cost $6.50.

http://www.bethanypresby.org/giving
http://www.bethanypresby.org/sermons


Member Spotlight: Bernie Kramer
A special happy birthday to Bernie Kramer who turns 98 on Christmas

Day. He now holds the lucky title of being Bethany’s oldest member! 

Bernie loves Golf. He was a regular at Bethany’s Annual Golf Outing

until 2019 when he was 94! He was the only golfer to use metallic green

golf balls, which were a gift from his daughter, Cindy, who worked at

Smithkline Beechem at the time. The green balls became his signature.

During the outing, he enjoyed a ride in the Paviol red Mustang

convertible and a toast in his honor at the reception.  

Bernie is a self taught golfer who got started with his war buddy, and

Best Man, Ray Fischer. Their favorite course is Village Green and he

would also come home laughing after playing. Bernie also enjoyed

golfing with family at the Orange Tree Golf club in Arizona.
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Bernie is a World War II vet. Cindy shared that he was a half-track driver for the General...he

says was Patton but that is not confirmed! One of his favorite stories is about how he named

his half-track Buddy because it was in Company B and he told the General that he could not

drive faster than 5 mph - something he laughs about how hard it was to do. To this day, his

family still calls him Bud. Bernie shares only positive memories of his time in the service. When

he hit a landmine in Germany he shared about meeting the boxer Joe Lewis while he was

recovering in Paris. He also has never forgotten how terrible the coffee was! His battalion

traveled through the Netherlands to push back the Germans and ended up in Berlin. 

Bernie was drafted when he was 17 years old just one day after he 

accepted a position at Universal Cyclops as a steel grinder. The 

company held his position until he was discharged in 1946 and he 

stayed with the company until he retired after 42 years. 

Bernie was married to his beloved wife, Anna Mae, for more than 70 

years. He is the father of Cynthia and Wendy and a dotting 

grandfather and great-grandfather. 
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Did you know that Bethany has a Pastoral Care team? The team regularly meets with shut-ins

and handles a variety of concerns for the broader congregation. If you or someone you know

has a concern or needs help, please let us know by calling the church office at 412-221-5132

or email prayers@bethanypresby.org.

to Margie Smith on the passing of her husband, John Smith on Monday, November 15.

and to Debbie and Austin Abel, and Taryn Briggs and family, on the death of Richard Abel

on November 7, 2021. Richard was the husband of Debbie, father of Austin, and sister of

Taryn Briggs.

Congratulations to Ian and Brianna Suppo, and Sean and Alexis Carman, who were both

recently married at Bethany.

CONDOLENCES

The sympathy of the congregation is extended 

WEDDINGS

Pastoral Care

Annual Congregational Meeting 

Auditors - Dolly Rastetter Marlene Knapp, & Doug Bovard 

Deacons - James Mours, Claudia Ziegler, Pat Mishizen, Dan Hartz, Nancy Hartz, & Deb Pyle

Elders - Tom Aspinall, Bill Paviol, John Turnbull, Judy Davidson, Lee Restich, Bill Just, & Carl

Suppo

Salary/Housing/SECA: $88,704

BOP Pension & Medical: $30,488         Medical deductible: $1,648

Study Leave/Continuing Educ. allowance (vouchered): $2,000

Professional/business allowance (vouchered): $4,000

Two weeks of study leave (14 days including two Sundays)

Four weeks of vacation (including 4 Sundays)

The Annual Congregational Meeting of Bethany Presbyterian Church was held on November 21,

2021. The following slate of officers was elected:

2022 Nominating Committee: Jaymi Neely, Nikki O'Brien, Cindy O'Korn, Bob Pulice, Melina

Robinson, and alternate Mike Suchoza

The following Terms of Call were approved for the Rev. Dr. Brian Janssen:
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Upcoming Events

Monday, December 6: Joint Deacons / Session Meeting

CHURCH LEADERSHIP MEETINGS 

*All events subject to change. Please look on the Bethany website (www.bethanypresby.org/events) for the

most up to date calendar of events.

KIDS NIGHT OUT: SANTA’S WORKSHOP - DECEMBER 4

Bethany will be hosting a Kids Night Out at Santa’s Workshop from 5:00 - 9:00 p.m.

on Saturday, December 4. Children 4+ are invited to be dropped off at the Church

to do some Christmas shopping (they will need their own money to purchase gifts),

eat a pizza dinner, and watch an age-appropriate Christmas movie with popcorn

and concessions! 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN CHRISTMAS GATHERING - DECEMBER 11

The Presbyterian Women will be hosting their Christmas gathering from 1:00 - 3:30 PM on

Saturday, December 11th. Come join the women of Bethany for a special time of fellowship,

enjoying all of the favorites of Christmas! Please bring five identical 'favorite' items, with a per

item limit of $1-$5, for a fun game! (examples: candle, a candy, a chapstick...literally anything

that you 'love') One more thing, but this one is optional! If you'd like, bring a favorite photo,

though it must be printed from a printer, not a developed photo. Wallet sized is nice, or if the

subject of your photo is roughly wallet sized. Lots more Christmas cheer is on the agenda, but

you have to come to experience it all!

BREAKFAST BY THE MEN'S MINISTRY - DECEMBER 5

The men of Bethany will once again be serving the congregation and friends following the two

services on Advent Sunday, December 5 at 9:15 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. in the Great Room. The

men will serve our traditional ham and breakfast hash brown potatoes, biscuits and sausage

gravy along with scrambled eggs, onions and peppers and warm applesauce. Come one,

come all before and after the Cantata that Sunday.  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR: BETHANY BLOOD DRIVE - JANUARY 16

GOLDEN OLDIES CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION - DECEMBER 16

Please join us at noon on Thursday, December 16 for our Christmas Celebration. Michael

Talerico will entertain us with some beautiful and festive music. 
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However unstable I may be, however fickle my friends may prove, God changes not. …. But, all

praise to His glorious name, He is ever the same. His purpose is fixed, His will is stable, His word

is sure. – A.W. Pink

Scriptures: Ps. 102: 25-28; Isa. 14:26-27; Num. 23:19; Ps. 33:10-11; Prov. 19:21; Luke 16:17; Rom.

8:29-30; Eph. 1:7-14; and John 3:1-8.

This is one of my favorite attributes of God – the fact that He is unchangeable and completely

reliable. Our emotions, thoughts and desires are in a constant state of flux. In our fallen

condition, we can be unreliable. We change our minds and plans, regularly. Not so with God!

God never changes His mind or His course of action. He is an immovable rock and a sure

anchor in an ever-changing world. This understanding of God should affect our lives positively.

It should encourage reliance upon Him and inspire praise to Him whose eternal and glorious

plan will never fail. This article will focus on God’s unchanging nature as it relates to His

personality, Word, plans and salvation. 

When we lift up our prayers to God, we can anticipate divine consistency. There are no mood

swings with God. His personality is stable and eternal. He never increases nor decreases. The

God we serve today will be the same God we worship tomorrow and years from now. 

God’s Word is unchangeable and unfailing. As fallen creatures, we change our minds, twist the

truth and mislead others intentionally or unintentionally. Even human laws change, but God’s

Word stands forever. Jesus taught that it would be easier for heaven and earth to pass away

than for a single stroke of God’s law to fail to be accomplished. For all generations, His

standards are the same and so is His plan of salvation. 

God is never forced to change His plans and adopt a plan “B”. What God decrees can never

be altered. God’s purposes override human plans and no one can thwart or cancel God’s

plans. God’s unchangeable redemptive work proceeds throughout human history. His plan of

salvation remains unchanged. God has set apart his elect from eternity, and He will not fail to

save even one of His children. The spiritual rebirth that Jesus taught Nicodemus is a new birth

unto eternal life. There is nothing short-term or conditional about it. God’s promise to believers

is unconditional and with absolute certainty. 

How does God’s immutability with respect to His Word inspire confidence in your study of His

Word? Does God’s plan for your life lead to thanksgiving when things go well and comfort you

when they do not? If God never changes, how is it that our relationship with Him can change

over time?

 The Immutable (Unchanging) God



12/22 Haley Anderson

12/23 James Myers

12/23 Lane Ramage

12/23 Robert Loebig

12/25 Bernard Kramer

12/25 Daniel Hartz

12/26 Maggie Regan

12/26 Abby Sysak

12/26 Krista Trimmer

12/27 Pamela Petrow

12/27 Jack O'Brien

12/27 Betty Durocher

12/28 Harry Stefanski

12/28 Alexander Furman

12/29 William Pitzer

12/30 Bonnie Miller

12/30 Cheryl Smith

12/30 Tyler Nicholson

12/30 Lynne Suchoza

12/01 Devin Underwood

12/02 Landon Smith

12/02 Joyce Bartolomeo

12/02 Nolan Veneski

12/03 Karen Lucas

12/04 Naudia Lutz

12/04 Louella Campbell

12/05 Kristen Carlberg

12/05 Sheri Darpino

12/05 Mason Gastgeb

12/06 Karen Harkins

12/06 Thelma Cimarolli

12/06 Donna Carman

12/06 Tera Brickner

12/08 Michael Vennum

12/08 Dawn Salerno

12/09 Lynne Cawley

12/09 Elizabeth Lacher

12/09 Barbara Rahr

12/10 Halie Pattison

12/10 Kelli Pattison

12/12 Edward Ostroskie

12/13 Laurie Butt

12/14 Meagan Smith

12/14 Karl Salvini

12/15 Karalee Nelson

12/15 Douglas Bovard

12/15 Jonathan Bovard

12/17 Beckie Harbison

12/17 Ronin Colvin

12/17 Bridget Schneider

12/19 Thomas Nass

12/19 Ava Faulkner

12/20 Chris Snatchko

12/20 Marion Grafe

12/20 Kelly Wilhelm

12/21 Nikolas Krieg

12/21 Michael Talerico

December Birthdays
12/30 Thomas Willhite

12/30 Lori Calgaro

12/30 Gary Casciola

12/31 Charles Edwards

12/31 Kris Sabin
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CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY OFFICE SCHEDULE

The church building will be closed on Friday, December 23, and

Monday, December 27. The church admin offices will be closed

as well from Tuesday, December 28 through Friday, December 31.

Kim McCann will be available that week by appointment only.

END OF YEAR NOTICE

The Check Is In the Mail...As the end of the year approaches, please keep in mind that all

contributions for 2021 must be received by the church no later than December 31, 2021. IRS

general rules state that a check placed in the church offering plate in January 2022 cannot be

recorded as a 2021 contribution, even if the check has been dated 2021. The only exception to

this rule would be for contributions that are mailed and postmarked in 2021. These

contributions would be deductible in 2021 even though the contributions were not received

until 2022. If you have any questions please contact Kim McCann at 412-221-5132 or

finance@bethanypresby.org. 



BETHANY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
740 Washington Avenue
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