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Wow! What and amazing month September has been. It is 

always wonderful and little bit amazing at how quickly things 

seem to move in church life. Yet we know that God is in 

charge of it all. October is shaping up to be another 

wonderful ministry filled month and we hope that whether it is 

in Sunday School, or mission projects, Youth Group, and of 

course Sunday worship that you will be a part of it all.

There is a seasonal aspect to life that closely mirrors the 

seasons of the year. We are in the middle of a wonderful 

season of busyness here at the church, but just because we are busy we do not need to 

be burdened. Jesus says many wonderful things, and one of my favorite Jesus sayings is: “Come

to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my

yoke upon you and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for

your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”(Matthew 11:28-30 NRSV) growing up I

had a tendency to think this meant Jesus wanted us to take it easy, or to live a life of leisure. I

always wondered why that never seemed to manifest itself. Of course, that is not what Jesus is

saying at all. Jesus is telling us in this moment that if we ground the work we do, whether for

the church, or our families, and even our community, in God we will find not a life of ease but a

life of joyful work.

We are not called to live easy lives; we are called to faithful living. That faithful living includes

not only going to church and being involved in the life of Bethany but also recognizing that our

children belong first to God, that all we have and all we are is God’s to begin with. Faithful

living includes giving thanks to God at the end of a busy day for the places where you saw his

grace shining through. Jesus reminds us in this passage from Matthew that there will be work to

do but you need not be overwhelmed by it because Jesus is with us every step of the way and

as much as we desire to lead lives of faith for Jesus, Jesus will always be faithful to us.



Music Notes
PREPARE THE WAY OF THE LORD

In early October, the Bethany Choir will begin learning and rehearsing selections for our annual

Advent Cantata which will be presented in worship on Sunday, December 5. We would love to

have some ‘extra’ voices to join ours. Rehearsals will start on Wednesday, October 6. We will

begin each rehearsal with the Advent selections, so you could expect to be at the rehearsal

from 7:00 p.m. until about 7:45 p.m. We will also have CDs available of all the music, so you

can listen on your own to learn the selections. Consider joining us for this special musical

offering!

BY: JOHN HENNINGER

 

Youth Group Fall Kick-Off
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On Sunday, September 26th, the Bethany Youth Group officially kicked off the Fall season. We

had a small group but big fun! Any time there is pizza and water games, fun is sure to be had.

Water games were planned, but turned in to just an old fashioned water battle with alliances

quickly formed. It was Tyler and Brenna vs. Katelyn and Dean. Mark Morelock as the

participating adult leader just was happy getting water on anyone who got in his way.

Sunday, October 3rd starts the regular Sundays. Any students from grades 6-12, and their

friends, are welcome to join us from 4:00-5:30 in the youth lounge. Any questions, feel free to

contact Joan Kundra at 412-498-5118 or youth@bethanypresby.org.
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The Omniscient (all-knowing) God
BY: DOUG BOVARD

 
Lord, how terrible is Your knowledge for Your enemies. Your eye which burns in heaven as a flame of fire

is always upon them. They would like to flee away from it, but they are never able to do so. But for those

you love, Your omniscience is a comfort and a refuge. You can help them against themselves and the

deceitfulness of their own hearts and cleanse them from their secret faults. - Andrew Murray

Scripture: Isaiah 46:8-10; Romans 11:33-36; 1 Cor. 2:11; Matt. 10:29-30; Matt. 11:21, 23 and 27

It is humbling to realize the depth and breadth of God’s knowledge. When I read the above quote from

Murray, I realized that God chooses to love us and heal us despite what He knows about us! What great

love! My hope is that this article on God’s unlimited knowledge should help both convict and comfort

you. I hope it also imparts a humility in light of God’s limitless understanding. God’s omniscience includes

a perfect knowledge of Himself and all things as they truly are. The three persons of the Trinity know

each other fully, with no gaps in their knowledge (Matt. 11:27; John 10: 15). Perfect knowledge means that

God does not need to learn. He is never caught off-guard, surprised or confused by anything. God never

learns anything new - certainly not from us! When we pray and bring our petitions before Him, we should

understand that His responses come from a loving knowledgeable mind. And we understand that there is

no darkness in His mind (1 John 1:5).

 

God’s knowledge is eternal. Human knowledge is gained through a succession of experiences, and

humans can forget what they used to know. Not so with God. He knows all things from before the

foundation of the world, and He never forgets (Isa. 46:8-10). God knows the outcome of history and He

knows every human thought and action throughout history. God’s knowledge is immediate. He knows all

things instantly and simultaneously. God has never needed anyone to inform or counsel Him (Rom. 11:34;

Isa. 40:13-14).

God’s knowledge is exhaustive and encompasses minute details. He numbers and names the stars (Ps.

147:4). He counts the hairs on a person’s head, and not even a sparrow falls apart from God’s knowledge

(Matt. 10:29-30). The smallest and unseen details of our lives are known by God. God knows us better

than we know ourselves! This is penetrating knowledge (Ps. 139:1-4). His knowledge goes right to depths

of our hearts! He knows our intentions before we act. Even though God knows the depth of our sin and

depravity, nevertheless, He still does not withhold His love and forgiveness for us! Now that is amazing

grace and love!

God knows the future because He has foreordained it. He knows the reality of what is and the possibility

of things that might have been. Finally, God is aware of potential consequences and every possible

human action that could have ever taken place (Matt. 11:21, 23). How does the fact that God is never

caught off-guard or surprised provide relief to Christians facing difficult circumstances? In what way is

God’s knowledge convicting? In what way is it comforting?



SUNDAY ACTIVITIES AND CONFIRMATION CLASS

Sundays are once again bustling at the church!  In addition to coffee hour between services,

we also have several Sunday School and adult class offerings from 9:30-10:30 a.m. Pre-

registration is not required any classes. We also are offering Worship & Wonder for children

ages 4 through 2nd grade. This program takes place after the Children's sermon at the 10:45

a.m. service. Parents can pick up their children in room 243. 

Pastor Brian will also be teaching a Confirmation Class on Sundays at 3:00 p.m. This 24-

session program will begin on October 17. All 8th graders and any high school students who

have not already gone through the class are invited.

O C T O B E R  2 0 2 1 PAGE 4

BETHANY MOPS 

Bethany MOPS is doing something we’ve never done before....TWO groups to serve ALL our

mamas. The evening session will meet from 6:30-8:30 p.m. on the first and third Thursdays of

the month. The morning group will meet from 9:15-11:15 a.m. on the second and fourth

Thursdays of the month. Childcare will be provided at both meetings! For more information

email mops@bethanypresby.org.

OCTOBER SPECIAL OFFERING: THANK OFFERING

The special offering envelope for October supports the Thank Offering for Presbyterian Women

of Pittsburgh Presbytery mission projects. Thank you for your contribution to the mission

programs of the Presbyterian Women and the Thank Offering. www.bethanypresby.org/giving

SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS

Bulletin and Past Worship Services: www.bethanypresby.org/sermons 

News and Announcements

SEPTEMBER FOOD BANK STATISTICS 

During the September 18th distribution, 123 families were assisted which included 39 children,

66 adults and 95 of the elderly.

http://www.bethanypresby.org/sermons


Upcoming Events

TRUNK OR TREAT - OCTOBER 30 

Mark your calendar! Trunk or Treat is coming

back this year and we are so excited to see 

everyone’s creative trunk ideas! 

Register Today:

www.bethanypresby.org/event/trunk-or-treat

NEW MEMBER CLASSES - OCTOBER 24, 31 AND NOVEMBER 7

The Membership Team will be hosting a New Member Class from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. on Sunday,

October 24, October 31, and November 7.
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Monday, October 4: Deacons Meeting 

Monday, October 11: Session Team Meetings

Monday, October 25: Session Meeting 

CHURCH LEADERSHIP MEETINGS FOR SEPTEMBER

*All events subject to change. Please look on the Bethany website (www.bethanypresby.org/events) for the

most up to date calendar of events.

PW FALL EVENTS: SECRET SISTER AND PUMPKIN WREATH MAKING - OCTOBER 2

Join the Presbyterian Women this Fall for fellowship and fun. Women of the church are invited

to participate in two events on October 2. If you participated in our recent Secret Sister

exchange, the reveal will start at 12:00 p.m. and the Fall Wreath Making Event will follow

directly after at 1:00 p.m. This year, we will be making wooden pumpkin wreaths that are sure

to be a great addition to your all décor. We hope you'll join us for both events!

Register Today: www.bethanypresby.org/event/pw-fall

BETHANY ROLLER NIGHT - OCTOBER 8

The Discipleship Team invites you and your friends for some good old-fashioned fun. Skate the

night away with some great music and good company. Register today for a discounted rate

and help spread the word.

Register Today: www.bethanypresby.org/event/roller-night 

GOLDEN OLDIES LUNCHEON - OCTOBER 21

Join the Golden Oldies for the monthly luncheon starting at 12:00 p.m. 



Rebuilding Together Pittsburgh
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Summer Highlights!



Pastor Brian's Installation Service

10/19 Karen Verduci

10/19 Kathryn Teller

10/20 Ashley Strouse

10/20 Paul Gastgeb

10/22 Mallory Goerdt

10/22 JoAnn Alexy

10/24 Jessica Dempe

10/24 Brayden Underwood

10/25 Lindsey Myers

10/25 Rebecca Quinn

10/25 Edward Silassy

10/25 Kellie Stewart

10/26 Alan Witwicki

10/26 Lacey Schwotzer

10/26 Ami Layne

Wolstoncroft

10/27 Virginia Silassy

10/28 Eva Lacher

10/28 Noah Edney

10/29 Patricia Swanson

10/01 Wanda Chilleo

10/01 Laurie Edwards

10/01 James Mours

10/02 Cathy Schulz

10/02 Audrieanna Lambert

10/03 Hayden Zissis

10/04 Kathy Brown

10/04 Randall Wilkerson

10/04 Alan DePaoli

10/04 Donna Miller

10/05 Beckham Valentine

10/06 Alex Conley

10/06 Dolly Rastetter

10/06 Lois Kirsopp

10/08 Dawn Manzini

10/08 Elizabeth Just

10/08 Isabella Sysak

10/08 Virginia Platt

10/09 Logan North

10/09 Nancy Krek

10/10 Matthew Bizzack

10/11 Marlene Ostroskie

10/11 Layla Edney

10/12 Chelsea Schultz

10/12 Amy Rush

10/13 Tammy Underwood

10/13 Koda Miller

10/14 Robert Lytle

10/14 Heather Hunter

10/15 William V. Gray

10/15 Caleb Schwotzer

10/17 Cailee Gibson

10/17 Gerrie Turnbull

10/17 Caroline Poiche

10/18 Ronald Coulter

10/18 Becky Cook

10/18 Arlene Caye

10/18 Rachel Dunlap

10/19 Hannah Farabaugh

10/19 Frank Katrin

October Birthdays
10/29 Ross Wilkerson

10/30 Marjorie Jablonski

10/30 Bruce Barnhart

10/30 Janet Jones

10/30 Tenley Muraco

10/31 John Turnbull

10/31 Zachary Beattie
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Upward Sports Registration 
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Registration for our 2022 Upward Sports season begins on

October 1, 2021. All players must come for an evaluation and

uniform sizing on Saturday, November 13 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.

and Sunday, November 14 from 1PM to 4 p.m.

Practices begin the week of January 10, 2022, and our first

game day is January 22, 2022. The season will run for eight

(8) weeks of games and will conclude on March 12, 2022.

Learn more and register: www.bethanypresby.org/upward 


