
Limited Capacity: To adhere to the social distancing requirement of keeping six feet apart, only 100

individuals will be allowed in the sanctuary at one time. 

Records: We will keep a record of all who attend, in case notices of infection need to be sent out. 

Personal Protective Equipment: All persons attending service will wear a mask that covers both the nose and

mouth. In accord with CDC guidelines, children over the age of 2 will be asked to wear a mask for their safety. 

Temperature Scan: Upon entering the building, we will do an infrared forehead thermometer scan and ask if

you have any of the COVID symptoms. Hand sanitizer and wipes will also be available at every entrance.

Seating: Ushers will guide you to seating that maintains a six foot distance from your family and others.

Exiting: Ushers will conduct an orderly exit, maintaining safe distancing as we leave worship. You will be asked

to leave the building directly, and avoid gatherings following worship.

Nursery: The nursery will remain closed and there will not be a coffee hour in the welcome center following

the service.

Singing: We are aware of significant infection hazards from group singing and will adjust our habits to

minimize these. 

On July 5, worshippers may gather in the sanctuary for worship at 10:45 a.m. The service will continue to be

livestreamed. The Reopening Task Force is still working on the details but here are some safety practices we are

preparing: 

 

 

Many other provisions will be made to maintain a safe space while inspiring one another during the worship

experience. Please, be patient with the inconveniences! Know that behind each mask is a welcoming smile. Also

know that wearing a mask is an act of love for your neighbor, preventing yourself from endangering another.

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 

Dear Bethany Church Members and Friends,

 

Greetings in the name of the Giver of Life. May you experience God’s sustaining presence in whatever

circumstances you are facing. The ongoing COVID-19 crisis brings us now to a process to reopen our church

facilities and adapt to new hopes and hazards. On June 15, Bethany Presbyterian Church facilities will be

open for groups of 25 or less, so long as the conditions mentioned below are met. On July 5, worship in the

sanctuary will be open for attendance of up to 100, with several health safety practices in place. 

 

Over the last few weeks, Bethany Presbyterian Church’s COVID-19 Task Force has worked diligently to create a

plan to reopen our doors in a safe and responsible way. Allegheny County will transition from the yellow to green

phase in Pennsylvania’s reopening plan on June 5. The Task Force sees this as a good time to begin a careful

process resuming physical gatherings. As always, we will remain appropriately cautious to keep our congregation

healthy and safe. The Task Force will continue to revisit and adjust as needed throughout these changing times,

but one thing will remain constant – we need your help to keep our facility a safe gathering place.  

 

Here are the Task Force recommendations at this time. For more information, please visit our COVID-19 resource

center or email the task force. 
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Point Person: All groups are required to have a designated point person. This contact will work with the

property team to secure a meeting space and communicate it with their group. The lead person will also be

responsible for providing a log to the church after the meeting with a full list of attendees. 

Limited Capacity: No more than 25 individuals will be allowed to be in the same room, and we ask that the

point person ensures all attendees follow social distancing requirements. 

Personal Protective Equipment: All attendees are required to wear a mask that covers both the nose and

mouth while inside the building. Infrared forehead thermometers will be available to check those entering the

building. Hand sanitizer and wipes will also be available at every entrance. 

Secure Area: No one will be permitted to roam the halls. All persons must report directly to their assigned

meeting room and stay for the duration of the session. 

Small groups will be allowed to meet again beginning on June 15. All groups and meetings must be pre-scheduled

with the property team and will only have access to the assigned meeting space. We ask that you follow the

below guidelines when scheduling a space: 

 

 

We recommend that groups continue to meet virtually when possible. Weather permitting, the Bethany

Garden/Courtyard is available for small groups to meet without masks, as long as social distancing is maintained. 

 

Bill Stephan, and the property team, will be contacting all current groups within the next two weeks regarding

their desire to have meetings in the church. Any new groups must complete a facility request form and work

directly with the team to schedule meetings accordingly. All meetings must be scheduled in advance and no ad-

hoc meetings will be approved. We reserve the right to cancel all future meetings in the facility of any group who

violates our policies, including lack of wearing masks by anyone in the group.

 

WEEKLY MEETINGS AND GATHERINGS 

DAILY ACTIVITIES AND ACCESS
The church will remain locked during the day to the general public; all access will remain by invite or prior request

only. Anyone wishing to gain access to the building during working hours should contact the appropriate staff

member, or Bill Stephan, for approval. The Church reserves the right to limit the number of people in the building

during work hours. Anyone who is granted access must wear a mask, have their temperature taken, and restrict

their movement in the building to only the designated areas. 

 

***

 
The safety and spiritual vitality of our congregation remains our priority. Possibilities for a re-occurrence of the

pandemic require special attention and flexibility in planning. Science and government leaders offer conflicting

guidance. We are committed to making wise and informed decisions as we go day-by-day through this

challenging time.

 

Old Testament Nehemiah was trying to reopen the temple. Enemies surrounded them, and spies lurked among the

workers. One thing after another went wrong. In the midst of the uncertainty, he told his faithful community to

keep hope, and let the joy of the Lord be their strength. And so, we find our motivation in the joy of experiencing

the good things of God together. Thank you for being part of the Bethany Church community of faith. 

 

Warm regards,

Pastor Bill
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