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February 2022 

Highlights for this Month: 

We are currently planning for Valentine’s activities. This may involve the SAM Luncheon 

and either Serve Day or a churchwide fellowship.  Keep on the look out for more                

information.  
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March 2021 

Highlights for this Month: 

Homeless Connect and Homeless Court will be a continue to take place on the first Friday of 

each month, as long as we are able to provide a location.   

Our offering for NAMB begins in March and will end at Easter.   



 Music Ministry News 
 
 

 
Psalm 96:1-3 says, “Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.  Sing to the 
Lord, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day.  Declare his glory among the 
nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.” 
 
What’s the significance of a “new song”?  Many people love the old songs; those that are 
familiar.  I love traditional Baptist hymns too, but there is something special about learning 
new songs.  Honestly, every day is filled with new blessings, so shouldn’t our praise include 
some new songs and fresh ideas.  Another aspect of new songs is that they make us think 
about what we’re singing.  What does this song say to me?  What does this song help me 
say to God?  As Christians, we need to approach life as “new” every step of the way.  “New 
songs” are a blessing to us and to God. 
 
How did Jesus ask us to spread his Good News – one person telling another person.  Yes, 
we can proclaim his salvation by our lifestyle, but there is something special about sitting 
down with someone and talking about Jesus.  But I don’t know how to witness; I’m not a 
preacher.  Okay, do you know John 3:16?  You don’t have to be a preacher to share God’s 
Word.  God uses those who are willing and provides training as we go.  Perhaps we could 
make a goal to learn some simple soul-winning scriptures this year. 
 
Finally, how do we “declare His glory”?  In fact, what is His glory?  God’s glory is more than 
just praise.  It actually refers to a way of living that honors God in the totality of our 
thoughts and actions.  “Declaring His glory” includes time spent in God’s Word.  In reading 
God’s Word, we become more like Him.  Our relationship grows deeper and leads to pray-
er.  In the circle of Christian life, our prayers often lead to service.  God is glorified by the 
ways we minister to others. 
 
As we approach a New Year, let’s learn from the Psalmist – make some new songs, share 
His love, and deepen our relationship with Him.  Sounds like a good plan to me.   
 

                                                                                                                Harry  
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January 2022 

Highlights for this Month:   

Vision Dinner is at 6:30 PM and registration for this event is requested.  

The Winter Bible Study will take place each evening at 6:00 PM. We will be examining a 

different aspect of the 23rd Psalm each night. A light meal will also be served each night.  

Winter Bible Conference—Jesus is My Shepherd, PS 23 

Vision Dinner 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Where do you interact with other Senior Adults?  What do you talk about with other Senior 
Adults?  What do you see as the primary needs of other Senior Adults?  As I have become a 
Senior Adult, I’m amazed at the new and different ministry opportunities God has opened.  I 
thought retirement meant “rocking on the porch.”  Boy, was I wrong! 
 
As I approach the New Year, a familiar passage keeps flowing through my heart.  The Prayer 
of Jabez (I Chronicles 4:9) says “Now Jabez called on the God of Israel, saying, “Oh that You 
would greatly bless me and extend my border, and that Your hand might be with me, and 
that You would keep me from harm so that it would not hurt me!” And God brought about 
what he requested.”   
 
The goal of Jabez was to “extend his borders.”  It was a challenge to move forward with God 
as opposed to sitting and rocking.  But there are so many ways for senior adults to serve 
outside the walls of the church.  I know of a senior lady who prayed about starting a Bible 
study in her retirement center.  She had never even taught Sunday School but she went for-
ward. 
 
Her biggest fear was that she would not know what to say and her venture would end in 
utter failure.  God know of her fears and provided a friend who coached her.  Together they 
were able to recruit a number of seniors to meet weekly.  Isn’t that the way God works?  He 
protected and provided for this sweet lady after she surrendered and followed Him.  God 
kept her from harm as He did for Jabez. 
 
So, what happened to the Bible study group?  It grew!  In fact, this sweet lady who was will-
ing to follow God down an unknown path became a model for ministry.  Her state leaders 
met with her and developed a plan to help others start similar ministries.   
 
We all can trust God like Jabez did, no matter what our age.  Perhaps you have an idea for 
Christian service.  Pray and ask God to extend your borders.  Trust Him to protect and guide 

you.  Finally, watch as God brings about what you requested.             Harry 

 

 

 

 

Hello, new church family! 

It is such a joy and an honor to be with you all here at Florence First Baptist as the Youth Minister 

and Missions Coordinator.  I can say without a shadow of a doubt that the Lord led Josh and I here to 

this church.  We truly believe God has great things in store for this church if we will be faithful to 

follow Him. 

Over the last few weeks I have been praying for the work God has called me to here.  Josh and I 

have a passion to reach out to the youth not only in this church but in this community.  We desire to 

see Christ infiltrate the heart of every student in the Pee Dee Region.  Yet, we acknowledge this will 

only happen by God’s divine power and grace.  I was recently challenged by Psalm 127:1 that says, 

“Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labor in vain” (NIV).  Building a solid youth group will 

not happen by our efforts; it will happen in the Lord’s perfect time and plan.  We don’t want to make 

plans and then ask Him to bless them – we want HIM to be the plan! 

With this in mind our first goal is in this new mission field is to begin by building relationship with 

the youth present here at FBC.  We want to meet them where they are – learn about their likes/

dislikes, hobbies, interests and discover where they are in their walk with Christ.  For the ones that 

do not know Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior we want to invite them to enter into a personal 

relationship with Him.  We will then disciple all of the students to become true life-long followers of 

Jesus.  The hope is that by the time they graduate high school they will have a firm foundation built 

on Christ and His Word that will carry them throughout life.  Yet, we know it’s not enough to know 

Christ – we want to challenge them to share Christ by being “bringers”, students who invite other 

students to church, and missionaries who will share Christ with others. 

Again, I recognize that I cannot do this on my own.  It will take 

the Lord’s guidance and care to make all of this happen.  I would 

covet your prayers as we begin this journey.  It’s going to be a 

team effort with Christ as the head and each of us working to-

gether to see that these students become all that Christ desires 

them to be.  I can’t wait to join you on this adventure! 

     Ashley 



 

HOMELESS CONNECT 

Providing Assistance to Those in Need 

Jan 7th  Feb 4th  Mar 4th  

Call the church office for more information or if you would like to be involved in this event. 

Winter Bible Conference 

January 23—26, 2021  

From 6:00 to 7:15 PM           

In the Fellowship Hall 

Lite Meal Each Evening 

Sunday—Soup Night                          

Monday—Salad Night                        

Tuesday—Spud Night               

Wednesday—Sandwich Night 

HOMELESS COURT 

Every First Friday from 9 AM to 11 AM 

Every First Friday 11 AM to Noon 

2022 Challenge       
The Crimson Thread Devotional           

4 books of 13 weeks = 1 year        

This year we are kicking it up a notch in our discipleship process. Join us for this year long 

devotional that will take us to every book of the Bible. Demonstrating the Crimson Thread 

of Christ throughout. This study will include Scripture reading, devotionals, journaling,   

accountability, and fellowships as we use the H.E.A.R.T. method for learning God’s Word.  



 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

~ KAIROS ~ 
  
 King Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 3:1 “To everything there is a season, A time for 
every purpose under heaven…” Our theme for 2021 was “Moving Forward.” The focus was a 
return to some resemblance of normalcy in our worship, ministry and missions. It was our 
battle cry to not allow the circumstances of our culture to determine our course; to not al-
low our society to dictate our solutions; and to not allow our government to demand the 
manner and means to which we worship our God. “Moving Forward” recognizes that God is 
still sovereign; Christ is still central; Scripture is still our authority; and the Spirit is our 
teacher and guide.    
 As we enter this new year, our theme, as well as our plea is THE TIME IS NOW! The 
time is now for our church to lay aside our personal excuses and commit to congregational 
worship and evangelistic outreach. The time is now for our church set aside the internal fo-
cus and adopt an external one instead. The time is now to be on mission and in ministry for 
our Lord and Savior. The time is now for Florence First Baptist Church to be ready for a pow-
erful moment of God as He grows His church. THE TIME IS NOW!   
 The Greek word KAIROS, as used in ancient times, means “the right, critical, or op-
portune time.” It represents timely decisions that make the most of opportunities that 
come our way. THE TIME IS NOW is our theme for I believe that God has a wonderful plan 
for His dear church at Florence First. I believe that God is readying His people at FBC for a 
mighty movement and a miraculous work. I believe that we will witness the power of pray-
er, praise, and the preaching of His Word. I believer that this power will be evident as the 
baptismal waters are stirred and as others come to unity with this family of believers. I be-
lieve that  the plan that God has for us is much grander than the one that we have for our-
selves. I do believe that THE TIME IS NOW. Join me and get ready!  

 
In His service, for His glory,  
 
Pastor Michael 

November 2021 FINANCIAL REPORT 

Receipts Year To Date    $   482,776 

Expenses Year To Date   $   523,832 

Expenses in Excess  $     41,056 

 

 

Cash Balance As of November 30, 2021 

Cash Balance—Operating $    47,265 

 

Florence First Weekly Schedule 

Sunday 

Sunday School 9:30 AM 

Worship Service 10:30 AM 

Children’s Church 10:45 AM 

Worship Service 6:00 PM 

Wednesday 

Men’s Bible Study 11:30 AM 

Adult Bible Study  6:00 PM 

Youth Bible Study 6:00 PM 

Children’s Programs 6:00 PM 

Choir Rehearsal  7:00 PM 

Nursery Volunteer Schedule 

Jan 03 Rose Marie Baldwin, Mary Ray 

Jan 10 Joan Blessing, Brenda Harrison 

Jan 17 Patty Ousley, Mary Ray 

Jan 24 Karen Sellers, Mary Ray 

Jan 31 Joan Blessing, Mary Ray 

Feb 7 Rose Marie Baldwin, Mary Ray 

Feb 14 Joan Blessing, Brenda Harrison 

Feb 21 Patty Ousley, Mary Ray 

Feb 28 Karen Sellers, Mary Ray 

Mar 7 Rose Marie Baldwin, Mary Ray 

Mar 14 Joan Blessing, Brenda Harrison 

Mar 21 Patty Ousley, Mary Ray 

Mar 28 Karen Sellers, Mary Ray 
 

Nursery is provided for the Sunday School 

and AM Worship. It is available as needed  

or other services & ministries.  Volunteers  

are needed to serve. Please contact 

Mary Ray  

for all scheduling. 

  

 

 

 

Church Goal                       $ 4,700 

 

Jesse Adams                                        

Larry Andrews 

Terry Baldwin 

Tom Grant 

Tom Gressette 

Keith Floyd 

Jay Lynch 

Glenn Martin 

Michael Miller 

Mike Newton 

Jerry Barr 

Larry Clark 

Don Coe 

Edson Cremens 

Tommy Davis 

 

2022 Deacons 
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Issue 1 January, February, March  of  2022 Volume 74 

SS begins at 9:30 am 

Worship at 10:30 am 

 

“For unto you is born this day in the city of Da-

vid  a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 

Luke 2:11 

Vision Dinner 
Monday, January 10th @ 6:30 PM 

Please RSVP with the Office 

CHURCH STAFF 

Dr. Michael C. Crawford    Senior Pastor 

Rev. Harry Adkins    Associate Pastor, Music & Senior Adult Ministries 

Mrs. Ashley Adams    Director of Youth Ministries & Mission Coordinator  

Mrs. Deborah Crawford    Director of Children’s Ministry 

Faye Joye     Ministry Assistant 

Ann Dowling     Instrumentalist 

Mary  Ray     Volunteer Ministry Coordinator 

Eileen Owen     Volunteer Ministry Coordinator 

Come and be a part of God’s 

Movement at Florence First 

Baptist Church! 


