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Unit 12 • Session 3 

Solomon Built the Temple 

Bible Passage: 1 Kings 6–8 

Story Point: God’s people built Him a temple. 

Key Passage: James 1:5a 

Big Picture Question: What does God know? God knows everything. 
 

 

 

The BIBLE Story 

Solomon was the king of Israel. God made Solomon very wise. One day, Solomon began to build a temple for 

God. Ever since God saved the Israelites from Egypt, God had been with them in a tent. Now God let Solomon 

build Him a temple. 

Building a temple was a big job! Many builders worked on the temple. They cut cedar logs and big stone 

blocks. They worked hard and laid the bottom of the temple. Then they built the outside of the temple. 

God made a promise to Solomon: “If you obey Me and do what I say, I will keep the promise I made to your 

father, David. I will live among the Israelites, and I will not leave My people.” 

The builders worked for seven years, and they did a very good job! The temple had many rooms, and inside the 

temple were wood panels with flowers carved on them. King Solomon covered everything inside the temple with 

pure gold. He hired some men to make bronze furniture for the temple, like bronze bowls for holding water. 

Finally, the temple was ready! Solomon gathered the leaders of Israel. As the priests moved the ark into the 

temple, King Solomon and the leaders offered sheep and cattle to God. 

When the priests came out of the temple, a cloud filled it up! God’s glory was in the cloud. Solomon said, 

“Praise God! God promised David that his son would build a temple, and God kept His promise!” 

Solomon stretched out his hands and prayed, “There is no God like You!” Then Solomon encouraged God’s 

people to love God and to do what He says. When the people went home, they were happy because God had been 

so good to them. 

 

Christ Connection: The temple was a place where God was with His people. The people could go there to make 

sacrifices and worship God. Today, when we trust in Jesus, He forgives us and is always with us, ready to 

guide and help us 

 

Learn the big picture question 
 

Say • I sure do not know how to cut stone, carve flowers into wood, or build bronze furniture. Do you? God 

helped the people build Him a temple because God knows how to do everything! What does God know? 

God knows everything.  
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Practice the key passage 
 

Place the bookmark at James 1:5. Invite your child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 

aloud. “If any of you (point to those around you) lacks wisdom (point to forehead), you should ask God (make praying 

hands and look up to sky).” James 1:5 (open palms like a book).  Practice the verse using the motions.  

Say • God gave Solomon wisdom to build the temple, and He gave us wisdom to remember this passage. God 

may ask you to do something really hard for Him someday, like building a place to honor Him, but you can 

ask for His help then, too! 

 

Coloring page 
What you need: coloring sheet, 1 per child, markers or crayons  

 

Print out the coloring/activity page for your child. Invite your child to color the one side. On the other side, help 

your child count the number of building items in each row and write the corresponding number in the blank at the 

end of each row. 

Say • Good job counting the items on your page! Each of these materials were used in building God’s temple, but 

the workers used much more than what you see on your page. What do you remember about building the 

temple from our Bible story today?  

 

Match places of worship 
What you need: “Places of Worship” printable, scissors (adult use) 

 

Print two copies of “Places of Worship” on heavyweight paper and cut apart the cards. Lay the cards face down in 

a grid on the table. Invite your child to turn over two cards in search of a match. If successful, he/she may keep 

the pair of matching cards. If not, turn over the cards. Try again. Continue play until all have been found. You 

may choose to play with the cards face up for younger preschoolers. 

Say • These are all different places where people gather to worship God. Do you remember this one that looks 

like a tent? It is called the tabernacle, and the tabernacle is where the people of Israel had gathered to 

worship God ever since they left Egypt. Today we learned about a new place that they built to worship God: 

the temple!   

 

Decorate the temple 
Print the “Temple Template” printable. Provide different colors of paper and glue. You may also provide stickers if 

you have them. Invite your child to glue the colored paper to the temple outline and to decorate the temple. Talk 

about the story. 

Say • God’s people built Him a temple. The inside of the temple was beautiful. Palm trees, flowers, and other 

items decorated the temple. The temple was a place where God was with His people. The people could go 

there to make sacrifices and worship God. Today, when we trust in Jesus, He forgives us and is always with 

us, ready to guide and help us. 
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Story review 
 

God’s people built Him a temple. The temple was a place where God was with His people. The people could go 

there to make sacrifices and worship God. Today, when we trust in Jesus, He forgives us and is always with us, 

ready to guide and help us. 

 

Ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.  

 Who led God’s people to build the temple? (Solomon) 

 How many years did the builders work on the temple? (seven) 

 How did God’s glory fill the temple? (in a cloud) 

 Where did God’s people go to make sacrifices and worship God? (the temple) 

 Do we have to go to a temple in Israel to worship God today? (No, Jesus is always with us!)  

 What does God know? God knows everything. 

 


