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Unit 20 • Session 1 

Jesus’ Baptism 

 

Bible Passage: Matthew 3; Mark 1; Luke 3; John 1 

Story Point: John baptized Jesus. 

Key Passage: John 3:30 

Big Picture Question: Why did Jesus become human? Jesus became human to rescue 

sinners. 

 

 

The BIBLE Story 

John the Baptist lived in the wilderness, far away from the city. His clothes were made out of camel’s hair, and 

his belt was made of leather. When John was hungry, he ate locusts and wild honey. 

John began telling people, “Repent and be baptized! God’s kingdom is coming. It is almost here!” 

“Who are you?” the people asked. 

John said, “I am not the Messiah.” 

Many years before John was born, Isaiah the prophet said, “Someone is shouting in the wilderness. He says, ‘Get 

ready for the Lord; make way for Him!’” Isaiah had been talking about John! John had a very important job. He 

was supposed to get people ready for Jesus—the Messiah God promised. 

People listened to John, and they started to repent; they were sorry for their sins and asked God to forgive them. 

Then John baptized them in the Jordan River. 

John said, “Someone greater than me is coming. I am not good enough to even untie His sandals. I baptize you 

with water, but He will baptize you with God’s Spirit.” 

Now Jesus was in the land of Galilee. He went to see John the Baptist at the Jordan River. Jesus asked John to 

baptize Him. John was surprised. He didn’t think he should baptize Jesus. 

John said, “I need You to baptize me. Why do You want me to baptize You?” John only baptized people who 

were sorry for their sins. Jesus never sinned! 

Jesus said, “Let Me be baptized. God says this is the right thing to do.” 

So, John baptized Jesus. When Jesus came up from the water, the sky opened and Jesus saw God’s Spirit coming 

down on Him like a dove. Then God’s voice came from heaven. “This is My Son,” the voice said. “I love Him, and 

I am very happy with Him!” 

 

Christ Connection: Jesus never did anything wrong, but He was baptized like sinners are baptized. Baptism 

reminds us that Jesus died and came back to life. People who know and love Jesus are baptized to show they are 

following Jesus. 

 
Say • God sent John to tell people the Messiah was coming. Jesus asked John to baptize Him. John baptized 

Jesus. Jesus had never sinned, but He was baptized like sinners are baptized. Today, baptism reminds us 

that Jesus died and came back to life. When people are baptized, it shows they are following Jesus.  
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Learn the big picture question 
 

Say • Listen to our big picture question and answer. Why did Jesus become human? Jesus became human to 

rescue sinners. People are sinners. We deserve to be punished for our sin, but Jesus came to earth and obeyed 

God perfectly. He took the punishment we deserve for our sin. People who know and love Jesus are baptized to 

show they are following Jesus. 
 

Practice the key passage 
What you need: Bible   
   
Place a bookmark at John 3:30. Open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage aloud. “He (point to 

sky) must become greater (open arms wide out to the sides of the body to indicate a long distance); I (point to 

self) must become less (bring hands close together, palms facing each other to indicate a small distance).” John 

3:30, NIV (open hands like a book) 

Say • Our key passage is words John the Baptist said about Jesus. John wanted people to know that Jesus is the 

important one, not him! 

 

Activity page 
What you need: coloring/activity, markers or crayons 
 

Print out and give your child the coloring/activity page. Invite them to color the one side. On the other side, ask them 

to circle the pictures that show the clothes they would choose and then the foods they would choose. 

Say • You may have chosen clothes like you have on today. A man in today’s Bible story wore clothes made of 

camel hair! Did you choose honey? What about the locust? The man in our Bible story ate honey and 

locusts. This man’s name was John. We learned about his birth a few weeks ago. John was born to get 

people ready for Jesus. How did John get people ready for Jesus in today’s Bible story?  
 

 

Visualize repentance 
 

Have your child stand on one side of the room. Explain that they will walk from one side of the room to the other until 

they hear you say the word repent. When you say repent, they should turn around and walk the other direction.  

Say • Repent means to turn away from sin and turn to Jesus. John told people to repent and be baptized. People 

listened to John, and they started to repent; they were sorry for their sins and asked God to forgive them. 
 

 

Make a paper plate dove 
What you need: “Paper Plate Dove” printable, paper plate triangles, 2 per child, crayons, glue and blunt-tip scissors (optional) 
 

Print out the “Paper Plate Dove” printable and cut out one dove body for your child. Cut out two triangles from a 

paper plate (may use paper if you do not have a plate). Give your child the dove body and two paper plate 

triangles. Invite them to glue the points of their triangles to the back of their dove body to create wings. 

Encourage them to draw eyes and a beak on the dove’s body. Older preschoolers may wish to cut the paper plate 

wings “fringe-style” to give dimension to the wings. Read the text written on the dove and review the Bible story.   
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Say • When John baptized Jesus, the sky opened and Jesus saw God’s Spirit coming down on Him like a dove. 

Then God’s voice came from heaven. “This is My Son,” the voice said. “I love Him, and I am very happy 

with Him!” Baptism reminds us that Jesus died and came back to life. People who know and love Jesus are 

baptized to show they follow Jesus. 

Story review 
 

Remind your child that John baptized Jesus. 

Ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.  

• Where did John the Baptist live? (in the wilderness) 

• What did John do when people said they were sorry for their sins? (He baptized them in the Jordan 

River.) 

• What did Jesus ask John to do? (baptize Him) 

• What happened when John baptized Jesus? (The sky opened, and Jesus saw God’s Spirit coming down 

on Him like a dove. Then God’s voice came from heaven. “This is My Son,” the voice said. “I love 

Him, and I am very happy with Him!”) 

• Why did Jesus become human? Jesus became human to rescue sinners.  

 


