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Unit 10 • Session 1 

Hannah and Samuel 

Bible Passage: 1 Samuel 1–3 

Story Point: God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel. 

Key Passage: Jeremiah 10:6 

Big Picture Question: Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater than everything. 

 

 

 

The BIBLE Story 

A man named Elkanah (el KAY nuh) lived with his wife Hannah in the hill country. Every year, Elkanah went 

to the tabernacle to worship God. Hannah went with him. Hannah would cry and not eat.  

“What’s wrong, Hannah?” Elkanah would ask. Hannah was sad because she did not have any children. Hannah 

wanted a family. 

One day, Hannah prayed to God: “Lord, if You give me a son, I will give him to You. He will serve You all of 

his life.” 

Eli the priest was sitting nearby. He watched Hannah pray. Eli thought something was wrong with Hannah. 

“I am very sad,” Hannah told Eli. “I’ve been telling God how I feel.” 

Eli said, “Go in peace. May God give you what you asked for.” 

Hannah and Elkanah went home, and God did give her what she asked for! After some time, Hannah gave birth 

to a son. She named him Samuel. 

When Samuel was old enough, Hannah took him to the tabernacle. “God gave me what I asked for!” Hannah 

said. Hannah worshiped God. Then she left Samuel with Eli to serve God, and Hannah went home. Every year, 

Hannah visited Samuel and brought him a new robe. God gave Hannah many more children. 

Now Eli was getting old. His sons were priests in the tabernacle, but Eli heard that his sons were not obeying 

God. Eli asked them, “Why are you doing bad things?” But they did not listen to him.  

Samuel grew older and obeyed God. One night, Samuel was lying in the tabernacle when he heard someone’s 

voice. 

“Here I am,” Samuel replied. He ran to Eli. “Here I am; you called me.” 

But Eli did not call Samuel. Eli told Samuel to lie back down. 

Again Samuel heard someone call him. “Samuel!” God called Samuel three times. Each time, Samuel ran to 

Eli. “Here I am,” he said. Eli knew it must be God. Eli told Samuel what to say. 

Samuel lay down. God called, “Samuel, Samuel!” 

This time, Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant is listening.” God told Samuel that He was going to punish 

Eli’s family for disobeying Him. 

The next day, Eli asked Samuel to tell him what God had said. Samuel was afraid because God’s message was 

bad news for Eli, but he told him anyway. 

As Samuel grew, God was with Samuel, and everyone in Israel knew that Samuel was God’s messenger. 
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Christ Connection: Samuel told people what God is like and what He would do. Jesus, the Son of God, came to 

earth as a human. He told people about God’s plan showed the world what God is like. 

 

Learn the big picture question 
 

Say • Our great God gave Hannah a son. Our great God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel. Our great God used 

Samuel to tell what God is like. Our great God sent His Son, Jesus, not just to tell us what God is like, but 

to show us what God is like. Is there anything greater than God? No, God is greater than everything.  

 

Practice the key passage 
 

Place a bookmark at Jeremiah 10:6. Invite your child to open the Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 

aloud. “No one is like you, Lord (cross arms in front of chest like an “X”); you are great (swing arms wide 

open towards the sky), and you name is mighty in power (make strong arms flexing biceps).” Jeremiah 10:6 

(open hands like a book).  Repeat several times. 

Say • God used a young boy like Samuel to get His message to Eli the priest. There is no one like our great God! 

 

Coloring page 
What you need: coloring sheet, 1 per child, markers or crayons  

 

Give a coloring/activity page and a marker or crayon to your child. Invite your child to color the one side. On the 

other side, point out that each picture shows only a half of the figure. Draw lines to match the halves. 

Say • You matched the two halves of Samuel; his mother, Hannah; and Eli the priest. Eli served God at the 

tabernacle. Eli saw Hannah praying in the tabernacle. In our Bible story today, we heard how God spoke to 

Hannah’s son Samuel. Samuel told Eli what God said. 

 

Listen with your ears 
Encourage children to sit quietly and close their eyes. Explain that you will tap an object in the room and they must 

guess what it is. Play several rounds. Trade places and let your child tap on an object and you guess what it is. 

Say • Samuel thought Eli was calling him, but he was wrong. God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel. Samuel told 

people what God is like and what He would do. Jesus, the Son of God, came to earth as a human. He told 

people about God’s plan and showed the world what God is like. 
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Make Samuel’s coat 
What you need: coat template, 1 per child, markers or crayons, and scissors (adult use) *other craft items optional 

 

Print and cut out a coat for each child. Encourage children to color the coat. You may opt to use other craft items to 

decorate it instead.   

Say • Samuel’s mother made a new robe and gave it to him each time she visited. She knew that her son was 

serving God by living with Eli at the tabernacle. One evening when Samuel was resting, God spoke to 

Hannah’s son Samuel and gave him a message to give to Eli the priest. Samuel told Eli what God would 

do. Jesus also told people about God’s plan. God planned to rescue people from sin through Jesus’ life and 

death. 
 

Story review 
 

Remind your child that Hannah would cry and not eat when she was so sad she did not have any children. Hannah 

asked God to give her a son, and God gave her what she asked for. Hannah took her son Samuel to serve God at 

the tabernacle. God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel and told Samuel what He planned to do.   

Ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.  

 Why was Hannah sad when she and her husband went to the tabernacle? (She had no children.) 

 What did Hannah ask God for? (a son) 

 What did Hannah name the baby boy God gave her? (Samuel) 

 Who spoke to Samuel when he was resting? (God spoke to Hannah’s son Samuel.) 

 Is anything greater than God? No, God is greater than everything. 

 


