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Unit 15 • Session 5 

Judah Taken Captive 

Bible Passage: 2 Chronicles 36 

Story Point: Judah did not listen to God’s warning. 

Key Passage: 2 Chronicles 7:14 

Big Picture Question: How did God plan to fix what sin broke? God planned to send 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

The BIBLE Story 

Josiah, the king of Judah, had three sons: Jehoahaz (jih HOH uh haz), Jehoiakim (jih HOY uh kim), and Zedekiah (ZED 

uh KIGH uh). Josiah had a grandson too. His name was Jehoiachin (jih HOY uh kin). Each of them had a turn at 

being king. None of them was good like King Josiah. 

After Josiah died, Jehoahaz became king. Jehoahaz was not king for very long. He did bad things that God did 

not like. The king of Egypt took Jehoahaz away and made him a prisoner. So Jehoahaz’s brother Jehoiakim became 

king. 

Jehoiakim also did what was wrong. The king of Babylon took Jehoiakim away and made him a prisoner. So 

Jehoiakim’s son Jehoiachin became king. 

Jehoiachin also did what was wrong. The king of Babylon sent some of his servants to Judah. They took 

Jehoiachin to Babylon. The king of Babylon made Jehoiachin’s uncle king. His name was Zedekiah. 

Zedekiah also did what was wrong. He led God’s people to do wrong things too. God loved His people. He did not 

want to destroy them, so He sent prophets to talk to the people. The prophets said, “Stop sinning! Turn back to God!” 

But the people did not listen. 

It was time for God to punish the people of Judah for their sin. God allowed the king of Babylon and his armies 

to attack the people in Judah, and many of the people died. 

The king of Babylon took everything out of the Lord’s temple and burned the temple. They tore down the wall 

that stood around the city of Jerusalem. The army destroyed anything that was left. 

The king of Babylon took the rest of the people to Babylon, and he made them work for him and his family. All 

of this happened just as God said it would. 

 

Christ Connection: God was right to punish His people because they sinned. But God still loved them, and He 

was going to give His people a good king, just like He said He would. Many years later, God sent His Son, Jesus, 

to be our King forever. Jesus took the punishment we should get for our sin. 
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Learn the big picture question 
 

Say • None of the prophets, priests, or kings in our Bible stories could make people love God. How did God 

plan to fix what sin broke? God planned to send Jesus. Jesus is our perfect Prophet, Priest, and King! 
 

Practice the key passage 
 

Place a bookmark at 2 Chronicles 7:14. Invite your child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key 

passage aloud. “If my people… (arms held out in front of you, palms up) turn from their wicked ways, (push 

hands away from body like trying to push something away) then I will… forgive their sin (hands placed over 

heart) and heal their land. (Spread hands outward, palms down) 2 Chronicles 7:14” (open hands like a book). 

Practice saying the verse several times. 

Say • God told His people that He would forgive them when they turned back to Him, but Judah did not listen 

to God’s warning. God was right to punish His people because they sinned. Jesus took the punishment we 

should get for our sin. 

 

 

Coloring page 
What you need: coloring sheet, 1 per child, markers or crayons  

 

Give your child the coloring/activity page. Invite your child to color the one side. On the other side, guide him/her 

to choose the one good thing in each row of bad items. 

Say • Good job choosing the good thing in each set! In our Bible story today, we heard how one good king was 

followed by several bad kings. Those bad kings later became prisoners. Why did they become prisoners? 

They became prisoners because they did not listen to God’s warning. 

 

Knock down dominoes 
What you need: dominoes 

Tip: If dominoes are not available, use blocks instead.  

 

Show how to set dominoes on end in a row. Gently knock down the first domino and watch the rest follow. Allow 

your child to set up and knock down their own domino sequences. 

Say • When you knocked down the domino, the rest followed. That is how it works with leaders of people, too. 

When a leader does wrong things, often the people do wrong things. God was right to punish His people 

because they sinned. But God still loved them, and He was going to give His people a good king, just like 

He said He would. How did God plan to fix what sin broke? God planned to send Jesus. Many years later, 

God sent His Son, Jesus, to be our King forever. Jesus took the punishment we should get for our sin. 

Because our King Jesus obeyed perfectly, those who follow Him are rewarded too! 
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Make paper chains 
What you need: construction paper strips, tape or glue sticks, crayons or markers 

 

Print and cut out the strips of construction paper. Demonstrate how to make interlocking loops with the strips. Use 

tape or staples to attach the ends of each loop. Talk about the Bible story. 

Say • Judah did not listen to God’s warning, so God allowed the king of Babylon and his armies to attack the 

people in Judah. The king of Babylon took the people all the way to Babylon, and he did not allow them to 

return home. God was right to punish His people because they sinned. But God still loved them, and He was 

going to give His people a good king, just like He said He would. Many years later, God sent His Son, 

Jesus, to be our King forever. Jesus took the punishment we should get for our sin. 
 

Story review 
 

Talk about how Judah did not listen to God’s warning. God was right to punish His people because they 

sinned. But God still loved them.   

 

Ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.  

• Were any of Josiah’s sons good kings? (no) 

• Did the people listen to the prophets’ warnings? (no) 

• Who attacked the people in Judah? (the king of Babylon and his armies) 

• What did they destroy? (the temple, the wall around Jerusalem, anything that was left) 

• Where did the king of Babylon take the people? (to Babylon) 

• How did God plan to fix what sin broke? God planned to send Jesus. 

 


