
As a church, we are excited to be entering into what we are calling “Phase 2” of regathering!
 
This phase is built upon smaller groups of people gathering in a safe manner. During this phase we seek 
to hold the joy of regathering with biblical wisdom, discernment, and walking in a manner of love for 
every member of our community. Romans 14:19 instructs:

“Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to 
peace and to mutual edification.”
This passages instructs us into the biblical manner in which we are to make decisions. Our guiding 
question is determining what it looks like to walk in the love and attitude of Christ as we go about the 
re-opening process. The primary goal during Phase 2 is to cautiously give permission to gather, while 
caring well for those in our church community who face a greater health risk because of regathering and 
for those who are not comfortable re-gathering at this time.

If you choose to regather, here are 5 key guidelines for meeting together in small groups:

H O M E  C H U R C H  G AT H E R I N G S

Health Guidelines
Los Angeles County has given specific guidelines for what gatherings for churches can look 
like. We encourage you to follow these guidelines.  Doing so is an act of love, not only for 
those in your group but to the entire RHCC community. 
A few important guidelines to remember are:

 + Practice physical distancing (6 feet)
 + Avoid physical contact (handshakes, hugs, etc)
 + Wear a facemask and bring hand sanitizer with you
  + Any members who are sick or exhibited symptoms of being ill must stay home.
  + Meet outdoors whenever possible (gathering in a home is a higher risk activity) 
  + Children should avoid contact with other children
  + Avoid eating together or sharing food
  + Avoid singing songs together
 + Do not share a restroom or kitchen space
  + Disinfect any surfaces immediately after gathering
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Regathering is Optional & Not Mandatory

Our Example

Customize 

As we move towards regathering, we want to remind you that we are not instructing or 
pressuring any of our groups to start meeting again in person. We understand there are 
different levels of comfort for each leader and group.  If you as a leader, do not feel 
comfortable regathering at this point, there is no pressure on you from leadership to do so.  If 
members within a group do not feel comfortable regathering, it is essential that we make sure 
these members do not feel pressured to gather before they are ready. Our highest priority is 
your physical and spiritual care. While we understand some groups and leaders regather, 
others will not, we fully support the decision of both.

Acts 2:42 tells us that the early church “devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” This gives us a helpful guide about what 
our meetings should be built around as we regather. During the time of gathering, a few key 
elements to focus on would be:

THE WORD // FELLOWSHIP // THE CROSS // PRAYER

Some groups may have the ability to watch the sermon together. Others may watch the sermon 
online individually but gather in a park together to discuss but overall this passage gives us a 
helpful structure to follow as we customize our home gatherings during the pandemic. These 
are things we can do whether we are meeting in the church building or not.

There is not a one size fits all option for every group or individual. Wisdom is needed when 
deciding when, where, and how to meet again. Discernment is needed to decide what fits best 
for your own level of safety and health, as well as for your group members. Christ-like love is 
essential so that group members who do not feel comfortable gathering, do not feel left out of 
their group.  Seek to accommodate and find creative solutions to include these members in the 
group experience.  One great option we highly encourage is still offering a zoom call for those 
who do not feel comfortable gathering. Consider what may or may not work for your group 
during this time.
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Customize 
There is not a one size fits all option for every group or individual. Wisdom is needed when 
deciding when, where, and how to meet again. Discernment is needed to decide what fits best 
for your own level of safety and health, as well as for your group members. Christ-like love is 
essential so that group members who do not feel comfortable gathering, do not feel left out of 
their group.  Seek to accommodate and find creative solutions to include these members in the 
group experience.  One great option we highly encourage is still offering a zoom call for those 
who do not feel comfortable gathering. Consider what may or may not work for your group 
during this time.
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Walk In Love
1 John 4:7 tells us: 

“Everyone who loves has been born of God and 
knows God. Whoever does not love does not 
know God, because God is love.” 

In all of this, we must prioritize, walking in a manner of humility, kindness, and generosity 
towards one another.  We should take seriously and consider it a matter of obedience to the 
Lord to live out Paul’s command in Phil 2:3-4 to:

“Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value others above, yourselves, 
not looking to your own interests but each of you 
to the interests of the others.” 

The objective of regathering is not to exercise our freedoms, exert our free-will, push a 
political perspective, or employ our push our own personal perspective about the COVID-19 
pandemic. Rather, as 1 Timothy 1:5 tells us: 

“The goal… is love, which comes from a pure 
heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.” 

In light of this, we encourage you to take extra steps and be aware of those in your group 
who may not feel comfortable meeting yet together.  The goal of re-gathering is walking in 
love, both for God and for each other.  We believe there is significance in gathering together 
as a Christian community, yet this community is truly only Christian when love is the uniting 
denominator. 
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