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Unit 17 • Session 1 

Obadiah the Prophet 

Bible Passage: Obadiah 

Story Point: God promised to take care of His people. 

Key Passage: Jeremiah 29:11 

Big Picture Question: How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us through 

Jesus. 

 

 

 

 

 

The BIBLE Story 

Obadiah (oh buh DIGH uh) was a prophet. He listened to God, and then he told the people what God said. God 

had a message for the people who lived in Edom (EE duhm). Edom was a country next to Judah, where God’s 

people lived. The people in Edom were not friends with God’s people. They did not love God and worshiped things 

that were not God. 

The people in Edom lived in the mountains. They thought, “These mountains will protect us, and we are strong.”  

When the army from Babylon attacked Judah, God’s people needed help. Did their neighbors in Edom help? No! 

They just watched. Some of them even went into Judah and took things that did not belong to them. 

Obadiah shared God’s message for Edom. God said, “Listen to Me! I will make you into a small nation. You 

will not be important. No one will like you.”  

God also said, “The mountains cannot protect you. They cannot keep you safe from My punishment.” 

Obadiah told the people of Edom that God was going to let their enemies attack them and take away everything 

they had. Even Edom’s friends would be mean to them. 

God said, “You were mean to My people in Judah. When My people needed help, you did not help them. You 

laughed at them and were happy they were in trouble. You did the wrong thing, and I will punish you. Every bad 

thing you did to others will be done to you.” 

God said that the bad things happening to His people in Judah would not last forever. God would help His people. 

“But your punishment will be forever,” God told Edom. “You will be destroyed.” 

The last part of Obadiah’s message from God was good news for God’s people. God said, “My people will have 

the land that belongs to Edom.” Even though the army from Babylon took God’s people away from their homes, 

they would not be away forever. God promised to take care of His people. 
 

Christ Connection: The people of Edom mistreated God’s people. Later, God’s people mistreated His Son, Jesus. 

Jesus died on the cross to be punished for people’s sin. We can trust Jesus to make wrong things right. 
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Learn the big picture question 
 

Say • Obadiah was a prophet. God used Obadiah to talk to His people and Edom. How is Jesus the perfect 

Prophet? God speaks to us through Jesus. Today, we do not need a prophet to hear from God. God speaks 

to us through His own Son, Jesus.  
 

Practice the key passage 

Place a bookmark at Jeremiah 29:11. Invite your child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the key passage 

aloud.  

Say • Our key passage reminds us that God has a plan. Obadiah told God’s people that God planned to bring 

them back to their land. God also has a plan for us and for our future. When we turn from our sin and follow 

Jesus, we can know our future is good.  
 

 

Coloring page 
What you need: coloring sheet, 1 per child, markers or crayons  

Give your child the coloring/activity page. Invite your child to color the one side. On the other side, invite him to use 

the key to find and circle the items hidden in the picture.  

Say • Good job finding all the hidden items! All these items are things we use to talk to one another. In today’s 

Bible story, God had something to say to the nation of Edom. God used His prophet Obadiah to give them a 

message.  
 

Hopscotch the story point 
What you need: painter’s tape or construction paper 
 

Use painter’s tape or pieces of construction paper to make a hopscotch court on the floor or sidewalk. Show how to 

hop in and out of the boxes. Say the story point as you hop from square to square. Encourage her to say the story point 

with you as she tries hopping from square to square. 

Say • Great hopping! What did we say as you hopped? [Wait for a response from your child.] God promised to 

take care of His people. God does promise to take care of His people. The people of Edom mistreated 

God’s people, and God punished Edom for what they did. Later, God’s people mistreated His Son, Jesus, 

but God did not punish people for their sin, Jesus was punished instead. Jesus died on the cross so we can 

be saved from sin.  
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Make happy face art 
What you need: paper, crayons or markers 
 

Write GOD in large letters on construction paper (or any plain paper). Encourage your child to draw happy faces on 

their paper. Talk about the Bible story. 

Say • Edom was happy when God punished Judah, but Judah would be happy in the end. Obadiah gave God’s 

message to His people. Obadiah said one day, Jesus will make wrong things right. God promised to take 

care of His people. God will take care of us too. Jesus died on the cross to be punished for our sin. We can 

trust Jesus to make wrong things right. 
  

Story review 
 

God spoke to the nation of Edom and His people through Obadiah. God promised to take care of His people, 

but to punish Edom for mistreating His people in Judah. 

 

Ask the following questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed.  

• What was Obadiah’s job? (He was a prophet. He listened to God. He told people what God said.)  

• Did Edom help God’s people when Babylon attacked them? (No, they just watched. Some took things.) 

• What did God say He would do to Edom? (let their enemies take away everything they had) 

• What did God say He would do for His people? (He would give them Edom’s land. They would come 

home from Babylon. He would take care of them.) 

• How is Jesus the perfect Prophet? God speaks to us through Jesus. 

 

 

 


