
 

 
 

Tuesday Night Life Group Questions  
JONAH 1:4-16 – July 19, 2022 
 
1. God sent (literally “threw” or “hurled”) a storm directly at Jonah to stop him from fleeing. In what 

other ways might God intervene to stop His children from sinning today? 
o Has God intervened in your life? How? 

 
2. The sailors aboard the ship are terror-stricken at the intensity of the storm and they call out to their 

gods (Jonah 1:5). This indicates that even unbelievers recognize their need for prayer in times of 
trouble. How is the prayer of an unbeliever different from the prayer of a believer? 

o Can an unbeliever pray to the true God and can the true God hear and respond? 
§ What might this look like? 

 
3. How does Jonah’s falling asleep in the boat compare with Jesus’ falling asleep in the boat? (see 

Matt. 21:11; Luke 7:16; John 4:19) 
o How many Christians are like Jonah: assuming they are “safe” in their spiritual condition, 

when in reality, they are in great danger? 
§ What might this look like for such Christians? 

 
4. The sailors aboard the ship find themselves in trouble not because of their sins of unbelief, but 

because of Jonah’s sin! How do the sins of God’s people affect unbelievers? 
o How has the church been “asleep” below the deck, so to speak, when the rest of the world 

is in chaos? 
 

5. When the lot falls on Jonah and the sailors ask him who he is, Jonah’s response is “I am a Hebrew, 
and I fear the Lord” (Jonah 1:9). 

o What is the response of the sailors? (Jonah 1:10) 
o As a church, how is it helpful to a watching world for them to know that we fear the Lord? 
o How can the church today help the world around us to fear the Lord? 
o How about you as an individual? 

 
6. What is Jonah’s motive in asking the sailors to throw him overboard? 

 
7. The sailors didn’t initially believe Jonah after he told them that the storm would stop if they threw 

him overboard. The text says they tried rowing to shore but couldn’t make it because the storm 
grew even stronger (Jonah 1:13). It was only then, after all other options were exhausted, that they 
called out to the Lord. When might we find people in similar situations today, desperate for God? 

o How can we let them know even beforehand that they can turn to us as their Christian 
friends or neighbors? 

o What should be our response in these difficult situations? 
 

8. Notice that God did not stop the storm immediately after Jonah confessed. Why do you think this is? 
o How does this relate to us today? That even when we confess our sins and even when we 

confess Jesus as Lord, trials and tribulations sometimes still remain around us? 


