
 

 

Think About It 

If we look back upon the last fifty years, it is hard to believe how much has 
changed and the rate at which it is changing. We have seen a detachment from 
traditional gender roles, traditional marriage, and now even the way we see our 
bodies. It is increasingly common for us to believe that gender is no longer given  
at birth but is something that is chosen by the individual regardless of biology. 
Amid much confusion, we must have a biblical understanding of gender. We must 
understand that Scripture is clear when it comes to His creation of male and 
female. As we hold to biblical truth about gender, we celebrate God's creative 
design while we submit ourselves to His Lordship.  In humble worship of our God 
and King, we follow the authority of Scripture over our lives and rejoice in His 
design for gender. Genesis 1:27 tells us, "God created mankind in His image; in 
the image of God He created them; male and female He created them." Gender  
is not fluid but is designed with intention by our creator and reflects His character.  
In a culture of confusion, the key question is what holds authority in our lives? In 
Scripture we see God's design for gender, and we can rejoice and walk in the 
clarity and freedom of God's Word to us. 
 
The authority of Scripture is core in the conversation of gender and 
sexuality.  
 
What does it look like to hold to biblical authority in a culture and world that 
does not?  
 
As we seek to walk in the clarity of Scripture about God's design for gender, we 
must do so in both grace and truth. John 1:14 tells us that "The Word became flesh 
and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of the one 
and only Son, who came from the Father full of grace and truth." When it comes to 
gender and sexuality, many Christians communicate only grace without truth, or 
truth without grace. In Jesus we see a model that displays both the incredible love 
and truth of God. Scripture calls us to walk closely in love with all people as we 
show both grace and truth. We are not to look down upon others from a place of 
pharisaical pride, but rather in humility; we know our sin, brokenness, and need  
for the gospel. Christ came to all people with love, grace, compassion, and mercy. 
At the same time, He calls us to follow Him as Lord.  We can never let go of either 
one ~ grace or truth. If we let go of either, we do not love like Christ.  

 
What does it look like to walk with others in grace and truth regarding a 
person's viewpoint of gender and sexuality? 
 

Talk About It 
 

From Pastor Garrick: 

God has created us as engendered beings (Male/Female) with intention and 
purpose.   
 
Read Genesis 1:26-27, 31, 2:18-25.   
How have you experienced or struggled to experience God’s intended 
purposes of community, intimacy, and security?  
 
What is your emotional response to the LGBTQ+ community?   
Do you see them as a movement that stands opposed to the gospel?   
A people who bear God's image and individuals to be loved?   
What does it look like to hold on to both grace and truth?   
Which do you need to firm up, your commitment to biblical truth, or your 
commitment to love?   
Why?   
 
Struggles with gender identity are not just outside the church, they are right 
here. To walk in grace with those who experience gender identity issues is to 
create space to: be known, space to process, space to struggle.   
 
How do we create that space in our lives?   
In our Life Groups?   
Within our church?   
 
 
From Pastor Shawn: 

The Apostle Paul was the world’s greatest evangelist. He traveled throughout the 
ancient world proclaiming the Gospel, leading people to Christ, and starting 
churches. Along the way he encountered many different religions, cultures, and 
people and yet saw God move amongst all of them. When Paul looked back at his 
ministry, he shared the secret to his success in 1 Corinthians 9:19-23. 
 
How can we successfully implement this same strategy in reaching the 
LGBTQ+ community without entering into sin ourselves? 
 
The Gospel of John begins by focusing on the incarnation of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. Take a moment and review John 1:1-18, and try to take in all that is said of 
the ministry of Jesus. In John 1:18 we see that we have received both grace and 
truth from Jesus.  
 
In what ways have each of us received grace and truth?  
 
If we have received grace and truth, how do we give those things to others, 
especially the LGBTQ+ community?  
 
What are the risks of either giving only grace or only truth? 
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Romans 1:18-32,  
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 


